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April 21, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date and time. Present were:  Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Barry Baker, Commissioner Donald N. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Douglas M. Udell and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse. Also present were County Attorney Hal Airth and Hattie Law, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott with prayer led by Commissioner Odom and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott called for additional agenda items to be heard under Item No. 14.  Additional Agenda Items were as follows:

1. Mayor A. P.  Buddy  Nott, Councilman George Blake, Marjorie Carmichael and Laura Helvenston, members of the Planning Committee for the Millennium Celebration, to make a formal announcement concerning plans to celebrate the millennium in the year 2000.  Due to Agenda Item Number 6 being deleted, this item will be heard under Item Number 6.

2. Consider approval of revisions for Skeen Road improvements and recommended change order.  (Ray Brown, Public Works Director)

3. Consider approval of agreement with Parrish & Associates to assist in preparation of a Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application to the Florida Department of State.  (Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator)

4. Consider adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of May 1998 as  Older Americans’ Month in Suwannee County.  (Commissioner Barry Baker)

Commissioner  Odom made a motion to hear the additional agenda items as requested by Chairman Scott with the first additional item being heard under Item Number 6.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott asked the Board to consider approval of the minutes of the February 23, 1998 and March 17, 1998 meetings.  


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the minutes as requested.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Dean Papapetrou, Tourist Development Council Chairman requested the Board adopt a resolution proclaiming May 6, 1998 as Hospitality Employees Appreciation Day in Suwannee County.  Mr. Papapetrou stated in May Suwannee County will hold it’s fifth annual Hospitality Day.  Mr. Papapetrou mentioned that sometimes the only contact visitors to Suwannee County have are with service employees at gas stations, motels, restaurants, convenience stores and attractions.  Mr. Papapetrou read the resolution aloud.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to adopt a resolution proclaiming May 6, 1998 as Hospitality Employees Appreciation Day in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-37)


In answer to a question asked by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Papapetrou stated the hospitality employees are thanked in numerous ways on this day for their service to the community.


In the absence of Mayor Nott, Mr. Papapetrou addressed the Board representing the Planning Committee for the Millennium Celebration.  Mr. Papapetrou explained the preparations for the celebration began in January with approximately one dozen concerned citizens attending the first meeting.  He stated the kickoff would begin January 1999 with something special each month.  The culmination of the celebration will be held on December 31, 1999 with big screen t.v.’s set up so the citizens of Live Oak and Suwannee County can witness first hand the celebration in Times Square.  Mr. Papapetrou explained the committee is an active organization, seeking input from anyone in the county who would like to participate or offer ideas.

Mr. Papapetrou advised the Board sometime in the future, the committee would be asking the county for a contribution to the event.


Carl Wainwright requested the waiver of public hearing procedure to obtain special permit to redesign waste water disposal, put in sprinkler system to pump waste water into field, and construct shade barn for dairy cows.


Mr. Wainwright read a prepared letter to the Board written by himself and James Wainwright.  He stated they do not plan an expansion to the dairy, only make improvements to what already exists.  Mr. Wainwright said the program is called TL-566 Watershed Program, which is a grant for all dairies and chicken houses in the North Florida area.  Mr. Wainwright explained the program is administered by the Natural Resource Conservation and the Suwannee River Water Management.  The program is designed under the guidelines of Environmental Regulations and inspected by the Department of Environmental Protection and Suwannee River Water Management, not Suwannee County.  

Mr. Wainwright stated if the county was selling permits, he would gladly buy a permit.  However, he is not in favor of a public hearing so that anyone can come and voice their opinion.  He elaborated the program will be a benefit to the county as well as the dairy farmers by having a cleaner and more efficient method of using water and fertilizer for the land.


In answer to a question, Mr. Wainwright replied this program has nothing to do with a solid waste facility and does not fall within the permit requirements.  It would not be inspected by the county, but by the state.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated this is a zoning question and if he is exempt, then everyone in the dairy business and poultry business will also be exempt.  Commissioner Hillhouse suggested tabling the request until the Board can look further into the matter.


Mr. Wainwright said this program has been going on for over two years and no one else has had to pull permits for special exception.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated the ordinance needs to be researched and if there is a problem with it, then readdress the ordinance, but until the request can be clarified that it is not intensive agriculture or solid waste, then there is nothing the Board can do.


Commissioner Udell said he thought the definition of solid waste is misquoted and since the county will not do any inspection he was inclined to agree with Mr. Wainwright on this deal because his request has nothing to do with solid waste.


Alan Moore from the Soil and Water Conservation District was present and answered some questions for the Board.  He stated the program has just recently come to his attention.  He also stated there were other dairies in the area that have already done the upgrades.  


Mr. Moore advised the TL-566 Watershed Program started approximately five years ago.  The Water Management District is in approval of the operation as well as Department of Environmental Protection.


Commissioner Hillhouse volunteered to work with the dairy and poultry farmers to come to a decision.  Commissioner Udell stated the Wainwrights have been held up on their project and doesn’t feel it should continue.


Commissioner Udell made a motion for Mr. Wainwright to proceed with his work on the TL-566 Watershed program.  

However, before a second could be made to the motion, Mr. Airth gave his opinion and read what the ordinance says about solid waste from agriculture.  Mr. Airth said the Board cannot without proper notice to the public, disregard a standing ordinance.  Mr. Airth said his recommendation to the Board is to not grant this waiver. 


Chairman Scott stated the Board hires an attorney for his legal advice and to be an efficient Board, the Board must listen to the County Attorney.


Commissioner Odom stated there is already a committee working on the problem but he needs one additional county citizen to serve on the committee.


Ms. Robinson said normally it takes one month to notify the surrounding property owners and to get the advertising in the newspaper.


Linda Dye, Zoning Board member said she thought there was mass confusion as to what the Board can and cannot do.  Ms. Dye relayed a situation with the Zoning Board and how they tabled the request and did some research, then at the next meeting they were able to make a decision that would work for all parties involved.


After much discussion, Commissioner Hillhouse said he agreed with Mr. Wainwright 100 percent but there needs to be some clarification to the definition of solid waste and a decision cannot be made tonight.  


Ms. Robinson stated it was Mr. Allen’s opinion that this is a solid waste facility and in order to change any definitions, there must be a public hearing.


Ms. Robinson said the Board is approving a site plan and the issue is not collecting the $200 fee.  Ms. Robinson said the Zoning Board was not aware of other projects completed in the county until the meeting in March.


Mr. Wainwright questioned why Ms. Robinson and Commissioner Odom were looking at his facility.  Ms. Robinson answered it was simply to look at the surrounding area.


Chairman Scott said he would be glad to appoint a committee to try to clear up the problem by working with Mr. Wainwright and without going against the law.  


Commissioner Hillhouse suggested having poultry farmers on the committee also.


Commissioner Odom stated the owner of Suwannee Dairy and Shenandoah Dairy are the dairy owners on the committee.


Ms. Robinson said if Mr. Wainwright would get the application, the public hearing could be set for May 19, 1998.  Ms. Robinson said there was an avenue to appeal Mr. Allen’s decision, but this is not the time nor the place and explained the procedure to Mr. Wainwright.


Mr. Moore clarified that the construction is more than 300 feet from the property line.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to table a decision until the committee can meet.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott called for a brief recess.

7:15 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


At 7:00 P.M. the Board was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to approve Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA-98-03-01 by FOURLL’s Inc. to amend the future land use classification of property from Commercial to Industrial.


Chairman Scott called on Robinette C. Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director.


Ms. Robinson was sworn in by the County Attorney and proceeded to give the staff report.


Ms Robinson said the property is on US 90 West where Suwannee Auto Salvage is located.  She stated the owners would like to have property changed from commercial to industrial.  She explained that several years ago when the new land use map was done the property was changed from Industrial to Commercial Intensive without the property owners being notified.  Ms. Robinson said notice of public hearing for the Zoning Board was published in the Suwannee Democrat on March 11, 1998 and notice for the County Commission hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 3,1998.  Ms. Robinson stated on March 6, 1998, notices were sent to eleven property owners who own nearby property advising them of the public hearing.  On March 6, 1998 a sign notifying the public of the zoning hearing was posted on the property and on March 30, 1998 a sign notifying the public of this County Commission meeting was posted on the property.


Ms. Robinson stated on March 26, 1998, the Planning and Zoning Board conducted a public hearing and unanimously recommended approval of the amendment.  Ms. Robinson said a Certificate of Concurrency Compliance for the application has been completed.


Brad Lewis was present to speak on behalf of the application.  Mr. Lewis was sworn in by the County Attorney.


Mr. Lewis stated he is secretary/treasurer for FOURLL’s Inc. and he would like to have his zoning changed back to industrial so they can expand their mini warehouses.  Mr. Lewis said the property is being used for industrial purposes.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


Linda Dye stated she is Chairman of the Suwannee County Zoning and Planning Board of Adjustments and the changes were made without notifying the owners and the Board recommends the changes as requested by FOURLL’s, Inc.

Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to adopt an ordinance to approve Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA-98-03-01 by FOURLL’s Inc. to amend the future land use classification of property from Commercial to Industrial.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-07)



Next, the Board held a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to approve Rezoning Request No. RZ-98-03-01 by FOURLL’s Inc. to amend the zoning classification of property from Commercial Intensive (CI) to Industrial (I).


Mr. Airth reminded Ms. Robinson she was still under oath.


Ms. Robinson stated this is basically the same request changing the zoning back from Commercial Intensive to Industrial.  Ms. Robinson clarified this is the same piece of property as the previous request.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


There being no comments, the public hearing was closed.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt an ordinance to approve Rezoning Request No. RZ-98-03-01 by FOURLL’s Inc. to amend the zoning classification of property from Commercial Intensive (CI) to Industrial (I). Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-08)


The third public hearing was to consider adoption of a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-98-04-01 by Loyce E. Roberts and Mary Roberts to permit intensive agriculture (two additional chicken houses) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).


Ms. Robinson read the provisions for a special permit. She stated there are three existing chicken houses on the forty acre parcel and the Roberts’ would like to build two additional houses and gave the dimensions of the houses in reference to the property lines.  Ms. Robinson advised property owners to the east and west of the subject property have submitted memorandums to the Zoning office stating they have no objection to the Roberts’ building the additional chicken houses.


Ms. Robinson stated a public notice of this request was published in the Suwannee Democrat on April 3 1998.  On March 24, 1998 notice was mailed to nine property owners who own nearby properties and a certificate of mailing listing each property owner and their addresses is part of the record.  Ms. Robinson advised on March 24, 1998 a sign notifying the public of the Zoning Hearing was placed on the property.  She read the concurrency compliance report for County Road 349.


Mary R. Roberts was sworn in by the County Attorney.

Ms. Roberts is owner of the property.  She stated she had contacted the adjacent property owners and they have no objections to the construction.  Ms. Roberts asked if the application is approved if it also approves them to build a compost shelter.  Ms. Robinson advised the compost shelter needed to be part of the site plan and it is not.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.

There were no comments, and the Chairman closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Odom stated he has heard no objections and made a motion to approve the adoption of a resolution to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-98-04-01 by Loyce E. Roberts and Mary R. Roberts to permit intensive agriculture (two additional chicken houses) on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-36)



Chairman Scott reminded the Board the County is under a local state of emergency because of flood damage to county roads.  Chairman Scott stated it was time to renew the declaration of local state of emergency.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to extend the declaration for the local state of emergency for another seven days.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Medical Services Director requested approval of a Disaster Relief Funding Agreement and authorizing himself and Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to be contract managers.


Mr. McDonald stated this is the agreement with the State of Florida to enable the county to proceed in receiving disaster funds through FEMA.  Mr. McDonald urged the Board to approve this agreement pending comments by the County Attorney.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the Disaster Relief Funding Agreement and authorize Murel McDonald, Emergency Medical Services Director and Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to be contract managers.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.


Mr. Brown stated he had spoken earlier with Mr. Airth about the responsibility of a grant manager and was told it was to keep up with the money.  He stated he was not completely confident after the money is received where the dollars go and if he can track it (distributing to the vendors, etc.).


Commissioner Hillhouse suggested the Budget Officer take the responsibility of tracking the money.


Mr. McDonald said each DSR has to be signed by the contract manager.  Mr. McDonald stated the thirty-five DSR’s already submitted would have to be resubmitted if another delegate is appointed.  He stated he was comfortable with the responsibility and it would be proper if Mr. Allen was given the responsibility of tracking the money.  Mr. McDonald said the checks will come directly to Emergency Medical Services, then be sent to Mr. Allen for distribution.  Mr. McDonald stated Mr. Brown will receive copies of everything he receives in his office. 

Mr. Brown and Mr. McDonald will have authority to follow the money all the way through the process.


There being no further discussion, the Chairman called for a vote.  The motion carried unanimously.



Ray Brown, Public Works Director discussed the Refuse budget with the Board.  Mr. Brown said he just wanted to reiterate what he had already discussed with the Board on setting the assessments.    His concern was to not procrastinate any further, but go ahead and look at the franchise fees and the contamination assessment by securing an attorney in Tallahassee and get the franchise coming.  He stated he spoke with the Wal-Mart representatives on their solid wastes problem and there is nothing the county can do to help them because they have such a sophisticated canister system that the county would have to buy the system and purchase a truck.  Mr. Brown advised there would probably be other businesses at the interstate to go elsewhere for solid waste collections.

Mr. Brown reminded the Board the collection site attendant’s salaries have not been funded since the collection centers opened.  Mr. Brown said last year the county waited too long to get an assessment added on to pay those salaries.  He stated the Board will have to determine how much is needed per ton to add on to the assessment so it can be advertised in time or the funding will have to come from some other source.  Mr. Brown stated it was not too soon to begin preparing for the budgets.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to allow Mr. Brown to contact a law firm to look into the franchise fee and contamination fee.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott called for additional agenda items.


Mr. Brown presented the first item to consider approval of revisions for Skeen Road improvements and recommended change order.  Mr. Brown explained the situation with the recent flooding.  The estimate for the change order is $15,811.40.  The recommendation has been approved by the Water Management and Mr. Brown said it needs to be done speedily so the project can continue.  He stated the only preventative measure is to install the piping to route the water in the direction it needs to go.  Mr. Brown stated the figure of the change order is a cost estimate but could be higher or lower.  Funds will come from the same fund used to cover the water and sewer


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the revisions for Skeen road improvements and the change order not to exceed $15,811.40.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item was to consider approval of agreement with Parrish & Associates to assist in preparation of a Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application to the Florida Department of State.  Mr. Allen was not present to present this item.  Chairman Scott stated he and Mr. Allen met with Mr. Parrish and the county needs his firm’s assistance in applying for the courthouse renovation grant.  The cost is $5,000 payable from the first grant received by the county.

Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the agreement with Parrish & Associates in the amount of $5,000 to assist in preparation of a Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application to the Florida Department of State.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott called for a short recess.

8:20 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Next item was to consider adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of May 1998 as  Older Americans’ Month.


Commissioner Baker stated the Advent Christian Village has asked the Board to sign a resolution proclaiming May 1998 as Older Americans’ Month.  Commissioner Baker stated he would like to honor the older citizens of the county by adopting the resolution.  Commissioner Baker read the resolution aloud.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to adopt a resolution proclaiming the month of May 1998 as Older Americans’ Month in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-38)


Chairman Scott opened the floor for public comments.


Dean Ray stated approximately ten weeks ago he submitted an animal ordinance to the Board for consideration and asked the Board for the names of the members of the appointed committee.


Chairman Scott explained he had tabled the appointment of the committee because of the disaster but assured Mr. Ray he would go forward with the request.


Wanda Piet, resident of 152nd Place, stated she had asked for help in getting her road repaired but had been refused.  She stated the Water Management had sent her a letter stating the culvert at the intersection of 152nd Place and County Road 49 was obstructing the flow of water.  Ms. Piet questioned when the county might be able to repair the culvert.  Mr. Brown said he would check out the request.  She also asked what is considered county equipment and requested a copy of the law that says county equipment cannot be used on private property.


Mr. Brown explained this is not a county law but a state law and advised Ms. Piet she could obtain a copy from his office.


Next on the agenda were staff reports.


J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries reported there would be a construction meeting on Thursday at the Branford Library.  Mr. Hales stated the state is supplying a courier service from Live Oak to libraries outside the area.  Mr. Hales stated this is a trial program and if the program continues could save approximately $1,000.  Mr. Hales advised two summer positions will be advertised in the near future.  One is a teen volunteer coordinator in Suwannee County and the second position is the Regional Summer Library Program assistant that would assist in all of the regional libraries.  Both positions begin at $6.00 per hour.  Mr. Hales advised the Universal Services fund application was filed and verification has been received.


Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court presented the Board with a report on what the Clerk’s office is doing in one area.  Clerk Henderson reported to date there have been 4,705 cases filed in Suwannee County.  Clerk Henderson stated this includes county and circuit cases as well as traffic.  Clerk Henderson advised that traffic cases are the largest area.  He enlightened the Board on what cases fall into county civil and circuit civil proceedings.  Clerk Henderson said the report shows what has happened in the court system for the last three months.



Chairman Scott stated the next item was to consider approval of payment of invoices of Batch number 98-309 through 98-336 in the amount of $852,707.27.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve payment of invoices Batch number 98-309 through 98-336 in the amount of $852,707.27.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS


  DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS FOR APRIL 21, 1998

FUND







AMOUNT

001
GENERAL FUND



$
392,073.01

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE



 28,250.64

118
STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE


  6,979.65

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND


  8,892.59

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND


  9,261.97

126
EMS GRANT FUND




    200.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT

 10,119.22

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE



214,642.05

171
LIBRARY FUND




 34,407.14

172
RECREATION FUND



 94,585.70

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
 24,728.57

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION


 15,084.05

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL


 13,482.68


GRAND TOTAL



$
852,707.27


 


Commissioner Odom brought up the annual conference and referenced there is a commission meeting on Tuesday, June 16, 1998 and the meeting for continuing education courses at the conference are scheduled for the next morning.


After some discussion, Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to move the second meeting in June to the 23rd at 6:00 P.M.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to recess the meeting until April 28, 1998 at 3:45 P.M. to consider extending the local state of emergency.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


The meeting recessed at 8:40 P.M. 








________________________








JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN
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W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

P 472

