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April 7, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A. M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date and time.  Present were: Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Barry Baker, Commissioner Donald N. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Douglas M. Udell and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were County Attorney Hal Airth and Hattie Law, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott with prayer led by Commissioner Hillhouse and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott called for additional agenda items to be heard under Item No. 28.  Additional Agenda Items were as follows:


1.
Vernon White to discuss vending machines in Courthouse


2.
Consider appointing committee to review letters of interest received for 


architectural services for renovations at Courthouse.


3.
Consider adoption of resolution supporting Senate Bill 1478 and House 


Bill 3827 pertaining to homeowner’s insurance.


4.
Consider reclassification of an existing position in Emergency 



Management.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to hear the additional agenda items as requested by Chairman Scott.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott asked the Board to consider approval of the minutes held on January 6, 20, and 29, 1998; February 3 and 17, 1998; and March 3, 1998.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve the minutes.  Commissioner  Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, presented the employee of the month award to Candy McCallister, Administrative Services Department.  Ms. Mixon stated Ms. McCallister has been with the Department since August 1997 and always has a positive attitude and greets the public with a smile.


Barbara Lewis, representative of Suwannee Valley Victim Assistance Coalition was present to request the adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of April 19 - 25, 1998 as Suwannee County Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  Ms. Lewis stated the theme for the week is “Victims’ Rights....Right for America” then proceeded to read aloud the proclamation.


Other members of the Victim’s Coalition present were:  Carol Hunter & Cheryl Chandler, Vivid Visions;  Lisa Frazier, Another Way;  Kim Peppers, Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department;  Becky Bowen, Suwannee Valley Rape Awareness Program; and Caroyln Ward, State Attorney’s office.


Ms. Lewis presented each Commissioner with a National Crime Victims certificate of appreciation.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to adopt the resolution proclaiming April 19 - 25, 1998 as Suwannee County Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.  The motion carried unanimously.(See Resolution No. 98-32)


Chairman Scott presented Ms. Lewis with a signed proclamation proclaiming April 19 - 25, 1998 as Suwannee County Crime Victims’ Rights Week.


Jim Senterfitt, Soil and Water Conservation District, was present to request adoption of resolution proclaiming the week of April 26 through May 3, 1998 as Soil and Water Stewardship Week.


Mr. Senterfitt stated Soil and Water Stewardship Observance is celebrated in the United States to help remind all people of their individual responsibilities to care for our soil and water resources.  Mr. Senterfitt stated the theme for the week is “Wonders of Wildlife”.  Mr. Senterfitt then proceeded to read the proclamation aloud.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to approve the proclamation adopting the week of April 26 through May 3, 1998 as Soil and Water Stewardship Week.  Commissioner Baker  seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Scott presented Mr. Senterfitt with the signed proclamation.


Delaney Faircloth, Suwannee River Water Management District gave an update of activities pertaining to District lands.  Mr. Faircloth provided each commissioner with a copy of the Land Acquisition Report for 1997.  Mr. Faircloth stated that most of SRWMD land is closed now because of the flooding and should be re-opened by June.  


Mr. Faircloth advised the Board in the near future, the Suwannee River Water Management District will be presenting the County with a check of approximately $17,000 for payment in lieu of taxes.


After some questions by Board members, Chairman Scott thanked Mr. Faircloth for his presentation.


Mark Hunter, Juvenile Protection Ordinance Advisory Committee, presented a Proposed Youth Protection Ordinance and requested the Board advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of the ordinance.  Mr. Hunter was representing the Citizens Advisory Committee.


Commissioner Udell stated there were certain things in the ordinance that he is vehemently opposed to and asked if changes should be made today or at the public hearing.  The commissioner was advised the changes could be made at the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a Youth Protection Ordinance.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The public hearing was scheduled for April 21, 1998 at the regular meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  


Mr. Allen suggested the Board, City of Live Oak and Branford have a joint meeting so the ordinance will read the same for each entity.  After some discussion, the meeting was postponed until the regularly scheduled meeting on May 19, 1998 at 7:00 P.M. 

 
John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested permission to advertise for an irrigation system for the Branford Public Library.  Mr. Hales said he was ready to let bids on the irrigation system and needs permission to advertise.


Commissioner Baker made a motion giving Mr. Hales permission to advertise for bids for an irrigation system for the Branford Public Library.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hillhouse explained to the Board that Kenneth Poole has requested his S.H.I.P. Lien in the amount of $7,000 be Subordinated in order that he might refinance his home.  He explained Mr. Poole previously had a mortgage for 30 years and would like to refinance for 15 years for a lower interest rate.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to approve the Subordination Agreement pertaining to Kenneth Poole’s S.H.I.P. lien.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


County Attorney Hal Airth advised the Board they had been asked by United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to release a S.H.I.P. lien for James C. Butler and Donna M. Butler.  Attorney Airth stated he had tried to contact Saunders Tyre at Suwannee River Economic Council but has been unable to reach him at this time.  According to USDA, the Butlers have not made a payment since 1997; there is no insurance on the house and, the real estate taxes have been paid by USDA.  Attorney Airth explained USDA has a buyer for the house, but cannot move forward until the S.H.I.P. lien is released.  If the lien is not released, USDA will have to foreclose.


Laverne Wright from the Rural Development office was present.  She said the house is vacant and the individual assuming the loan does not qualify for a S.H.I.P. lien.


Mr. Airth said that if the applicant does not own the land for a certain period of time after he has received the S.H.I.P. lien then the landowner has to repay the balance of the loan to the County.  However, he said it appears that will not happen if the Butler’s have separated and Ms. Butler is unable to work due to health reasons.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to release the S.H.I.P. lien for James C. Butler and Donna M. Butler.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom.  The motion carried unanimously.  


Chairman Scott called for a short recess.










            April 7, 1998










      Live Oak, Florida

10:00 A. M.



Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Chairman Scott announced that at 10:00 A.M. bids were to be opened for networking for digital access to Internet for Suwannee River Regional Library System.  



Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson opened the bids assisted by Mr. Hales.

Mr. Hales explained there were three parts to the bid:  1) cable; 2) equipment; and 3) telecommunications.




Coastal Computer Connections, Inc. bid only on the cable as follows:



White Springs  
$351.68  (with an alternate add of $297.90)



Lee  


$314.28



Greenville  

$312.48 (with an alternate add of $51.25)


AmeriTech - Grand Total - $115,069



Hardware  



$101,468



Network Installation Services  
$  11,808



Network TOTAL  


$113,276



Shipping 


 
$    1,793


Intermedia Communications - Telecommunication services in direct competition with Alltel and bid only on T-1 line.  Total bid for $ 3,441.  Mr. Hales explained this is the monthly telecommunication charge to connect all libraries.



Live Oak 

$1,899



Branford

$   273



Greenville  

$   206



Jasper

 
$   270



Lee

 
$   266



Madison
 
$   266



White Springs  
$   261


Alltel - Grand Total - $ 72,279 itemized as follows:



System Implementation Fees


$ 25,500



Hardware & Software



$ 23,931



Hardware Warranty



$      223



Travel & Living Expense


$   5,000



On-site training (40 hours)  


$   6,000



Training CD’s




$   3,225



CAT - 5 cabling & associated equipment
$   4,200



CAT - 5 wiring & associated equipment
$   4,200


The bids will be turned over to the consultant at the Northeast Florida Library Information Network tomorrow.  Mr. Hales stated there would be a clause inserted in the contract stating this is contingent upon the universal service fund activity keying in, with the County’s portion only about 28% of total cost (based upon the number of kids eligible for the school lunch program).  Mr. Hales advised the Board must have a contract in hand by April 14, 1998 and asked the Board to reconvene at 3:30 P.M. on Thursday, April 9, 1998 to discuss the findings of the consultant and give his recommendation.


Major Les Hall, Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office requested approval for execution by the Board of a Certification of Participation to assume a coordinating role in the development of an application for grant funds from the Federal Drug Control and System Improvement program.


Major Hall said he was asking for authorization to continue the drug interdiction grant and the Department is ready to accept participation for the third year.  He explained this is a 75/25 grant, involving approximately $46,906 in Federal funds from the Department of Community Affairs and the County’s portion of $15,640.


Commissioner Udell referred to the section titled “programs, strategy and purpose” stating it disturbs him greatly that The Douglas Center has a terrific program that has worked well and is in jeopardy because they do not receive the $25,000 the Sheriff previously gave from confiscated funds.  Major Hall asked him if he was referring to the PAL program and he answered he was.


Major Hall said the department is looking for ways to help the PAL program at least through the summer programs but explained this grant is to help start new programs not to enrich an existing program.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the application for grant funds from the federal Drug Control and System Improvement Program.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Major Hall said the second item was to ask for permission to apply for an additional grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  This grant is a 90/10 grant in the total amount of $24,632 with only $2,239 coming from sheriff’s funds.  Major Hall explained these funds can be used to buy any type of equipment used in law enforcement for safety purposes.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to accept the grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Scott signed the Certificate of Participation.

W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court was present to request approval for destruction of Board of County Commissioner records that have met retention period.


Clerk Henderson stated according to Section 28.31 of Florida Statutes the Board must authorize the destruction of any public record.  Clerk Henderson said this must be done periodically because of the limited storage space.  Clerk Henderson directed the Board’s attention to four pages of records that have been approved by the State Division of Archives for destruction.  Clerk Henderson advised the records include telephone logs, receipts, desk calendars, audio cassettes, etc.


Commissioner Baker asked how the records were destroyed.  Clerk Henderson answered the papers are shredded and the paper given to the Humane Society.  Clerk Henderson said that no file can be destroyed unless the case has been disposed of.  The State has to approve all destruction orders.


Mr. Allen asked for the 1985-86 audits for the historical library at the County Coordinator’s office.  Mr. Allen said he agreed with Mr. Henderson that the storage capacity is limited.  Clerk Henderson stated after time the quality of tapes are poor but could be reduplicated and the Commissioner’s office may have those tapes.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to grant Clerk Henderson’s request for approval for destruction of Board of County Commissioner records that have met retention period with the exception of the audio tapes and audits to be turned over to the Commissioner’s office.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, asked the Board to consider approval of expenditures to purchase six portable two-way radios with remote shoulder microphone/transmitter and six leather swivel radio cases to be used by court bailiffs.  Total amount of the request is $3,274.  Clerk Henderson said he does not know where the funding is coming from, but it is a definite need for security in the courtroom.  


Mr. Allen said he thought he had found the source for the expenditure in the courthouse renovations fund.  He stated that it looks like the county will be receiving state funds for the renovations.  Mr. Allen recommended the $3,000 be taken from the $200,000 courthouse renovations fund.


Chairman Scott recessed for a short break.
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Live Oak, Florida

10:55 A. M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Clerk Henderson advised the Board he was withdrawing his request for the purchase of six portable two-way radios with remote shoulder microphone/transmitter and six leather swivel radio cases to be used by court bailiffs at this point until the budget can be reviewed.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, requested the Board consider amending the annual leave policy in the county’s personnel rules and regulations.


Ms. Mixon stated she would like to discuss the cap on the annual hours an employee can carry over from year to year.  At the present 240 hours is the cap and she recommended to allow employees to accumulate 320 hours then any hours over the 320 will be transferred to sick leave balance.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the request allowing employees to accumulate up to 320 hours of annual leave to carry over from year to year and any hours over 320 be transferred to sick leave balance but only be paid for 240 total hours upon termination.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom. 


E. Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy of Finance said the State of Florida only funds 1/4 of the sick leave when an employee leaves.  She stated that currently, the county pays full coverage for sick leave for employees that were hired prior to 1993.  Mr. Allen recommended striking the last sentence of the request that states the hours over 320 be transferred to sick leave balance.  


After considerable discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his previous motion.  Commissioner Odom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve employees accumulating 320 hours of annual leave to carry over from year to year but upon termination from employment being paid only for 240 total hours.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director requested approval of an agreement with the Department of Corrections for the use of inmate labor in Suwannee County.  Mr. Brown stated the contract says the county can have 10 inmates with a van and trailer.  Mr. Brown said the county will provide all tools needed and a cellular phone on board.  The total cost will be $35,142 for the officer’s salary and expenses (benefits, uniforms, etc.) 


Commissioner  Udell made a motion to approve the proposed agreement with the Department of Corrections.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  ( Agreement pending receipt of document).


Mr. Brown requested the Board’s permission to waiver of bid process for contract work for FEMA projects.  Mr. Brown said the FEMA process is not as simple as it could be and he would like to contract out some of the jobs.  In order to speed up the process he asked the Board to waiver the bid process for the FEMA projects.  FEMA will accept the low bidder out of three or accept the contractor that can start at the earliest time.  Mr. Brown will compile a list of contractors to be notified.  The Board gave Mr. Brown authority to negotiate with the contractors for the best deal.


Attorney Airth asked the Board’s permission to research the legality of the process and he will have an opinion at the recessed meeting on Thursday.


It was announced that notification of the meeting to open bids will be posted in the designated areas of the courthouse and county office building. 


Commissioner Odom made a motion to accept the waiver of bid process for contract work for FEMA projects with Ms. Mixon, Mr. Brown and Chairman Scott having authority to open the bids.  The motion was contingent on the research by Attorney Airth as to the legality of the bid process.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion. It was reiterated this is only for small projects that perhaps can be completed in a short time.  Commissioner Odom withdrew his motion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.  The motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to table the request until Thursday at which time Attorney Airth will have an opinion on the process.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott announced the next item was to consider the reappointment of Hazel Carter and Tim Alcorn to the Suwannee County Development Authority Board.  He stated that Ms. Carter and Mr. Alcorn are willing to serve another term on the Board.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to accept the reappointment of Hazel Carter and Tim Alcorn to serve another term on the Suwannee County Development Authority Board.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott recessed the meeting at 11:30 A.M. for lunch.
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1:00 P. M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Next item was to consider hiring Al Hammond to perform an appraisal of the William Kenneth Daugherty proposed prison site property at a fee of $1,000.  Mr. Allen recommended hiring Mr. Hammond to conduct the appraisal.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to hire Al Hammond to perform an appraisal of the William Kenneth Daugherty proposed prison site property at a fee of $1,000.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was to consider adopting a resolution supporting the proposal by the Tourism Task Force to have state tourism agency redraw boundaries of regions being used to promote tourism.


Mr. Allen reminded the Board that Mr. Justice from the Regional Planning Council had mentioned in the prior meeting that Suwannee County is in a different region and the Task Force wants the state tourism agency to redraw the boundaries adding another tourism region for the State of Florida.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to adopt a resolution supporting the proposal by Tourism Task Force to have state tourism agency redraw boundaries of regions being used to promote tourism.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution 98-33).


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator asked the Board to consider adoption of a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1997 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  Mr. Allen explained that in order to meet the County’s reporting requirements this year, the Board must pass the resolution adopting the report.  Mr. Allen also explained this keeps the county in line and it will not be required to do a separate report.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to adopt a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1997 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  

Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

 (See Resolution No. 98- 34).


Mr. Allen asked the Board’s approval of agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for technical assistance in completing the county’s Local Mitigation Strategy.  The agreement provides the preparation of a Local Mitigation Strategy using the Department’s publication entitled “The Local Mitigation Strategy:  A Guidebook for Florida Cities and Counties”.  The grant is in the amount of $40,000.


Commissioner Baker  made a motion to approve the agreement with North Central Florida Planning Council for technical assistance in completing the county’s Local Mitigation Strategy.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  ( Agreement No. pending return of signed original ).


Murel McDonald, Emergency Medical Services Director asked the Board to consider approval to pay overtime to supervisors after working 40 hours, instead of 50 hours as previously approved, for storm related work.  Mr. McDonald explained the overtime in his Department is over unless the river begins to rise again.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to approve Mr. McDonald’s request to pay overtime to supervisors after working 40 hours for storm related work, retroactive to the beginning of the emergency situation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen requested the Board consider the purchase of an automated fueling system for the airport.  Mr. Allen reported the current fueling system at the airport is manual which means a person has to be on duty to fuel a plane explaining this limits the hours for obtaining fuel to those hours when there is an attendant on duty.


Mr. Allen stated he had contacted several companies that are in this business and received the following responses:


Chevron



$17,680


Phillips




Not interested


BP




$17,395


Environmental Recovery, inc.

$32,950


Mr. Allen recommended the Board approve either BP or Chevron depending on which one can give the county the best deal on supplying the fuel on a regular basis.  Mr. Allen stated that Chevron is delivered from Tampa and BP is delivered from Jacksonville. He also stated there had been contact with Texaco and their fuel comes from Bainbridge, Georgia.  Mr. Allen stated there is money in the budget for the project under Machinery & Equipment.  He said this fueling system operates by credit card allowing fueling 24 hours a day.  Mr. Allen requested the Board approve the purchase in an approximate range of $17,000 for the company that gives the better deal on the day to day fuel needs.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to purchase an automated fueling system for the airport at an approximate cost of $17,000.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen said there were a lot of problems with the FBO.  The FBO has not promoted the airport as promised and has canceled his agreement.  The County is temporarily running the airport at this time.  Mr. Allen said he has received several applications from interested parties.


Mr. Allen recommended the Board hold a special meeting on Tuesday, April 28, 1997 at 6:00 P.M. to review the Audit for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1997 and the budget process for Fiscal Year 1999 with the county’s independent auditor, Richard C. Powell, Jr.


Mr. Allen encouraged the Board not to handle this at a regular Board meeting, but rather hold a special meeting devoted to this issue.  Mr. Allen said it is important the Board understands the county’s budget as of September 30, 1997, and with the special meeting there would be plenty of time for the Board to ask questions.


Chairman Scott advised there would be a special meeting on April 28, 1998 at 4:00 P.M. to review the Audit for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1997, and the budget process for Fiscal Year 1999 with the county’s independent auditor, Richard C. Powell, Jr.


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider establishing a finance committee to consist of one commissioner, Richard C. Powell, Jr., independent auditor and Edward L. Allen, Budget Officer. 


Mr. Allen said the plan is to provide the Board with a more simplified budget that is easier to understand.  He stated the duration of the committee would be for one year.  Mr. Allen said this is an advisory board established by the Board of County Commissioners that will report to the Board of County Commissioners.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to establish a finance committee to consist of Commissioner Hillhouse, Mr. Powell and Mr. Allen.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 


Chairman Scott called for additional agenda items.


Mr. Vernon White was present to discuss the vending machines in the courthouse.  Mr. White stated there is three vending machines in the courthouse and he had been contacted by the Clerk’s office last week to remove his machine from the building.  Mr. White said he realizes the vending machine is in a bad location but was told by Mr. Henderson to move it from it’s previous location.  


Mr. Allen suggested the Board come up with a concession policy.


There was discussion as to who was in charge of the courthouse property and noted the coke machine located next to the ladies room does not apply with the ADA giving wheel chair access to the restroom.


Chairman Scott asked Mr. Allen, Commissioner Udell, and Paul Dial to do some research and get back with the Board with a possible solution.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to have Mr. White place the coke machine back at the entrance of the Board room until the committee has had time to research the concession policy.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item was to consider appointing a committee to review letters of interest received for architectural services for renovations of the Courthouse.  Mr. Allen reported seven letters were received.  Mr. Allen suggested Jim Parrish, the consultant the County will use in putting the grant together, serve on the committee.  Mr. Allen said it was important a firm be selected that has experience in courthouse renovations.  Mr. Allen suggested all seven firms could present their proposals to the Board and then a decision be reached.  If this is the way the Board wishes to go, then a committee would not be necessary, but Mr. Parrish could be present for the presentation.


Chairman Scott set the afternoon of May 5, 1998 at 1:30 P.M. to hear the presentations with a limit of fifteen minutes per presentation.


Commissioner Hillhouse stated he had spoken with someone from the Association of Counties and the purpose of the resolution supporting Senate Bill 1478 and House Bill 3827 is to limit the amount of increases the insurance companies can give and blame it on Hurricane Andrew and also trying to loosen up some of the obstacles so that companies from out of state can do business in Florida.  Commissioner Hillhouse elaborated the Bill is a good thing for the public.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt the resolution supporting Senate Bill 1478 and House Bill 3827 pertaining to homeowners’ insurance.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-35).


Mr. McDonald advised the Board that Ms. Felknor in the Addressing Department has resigned due to her husband’s transfer with Florida Power.  He stated it had already been decided that next budget year he would ask for a reclassification of an existing position in Emergency Management.  Mr. McDonald said that due to the sudden resignation the reclassification needs to be done now.  He stated that Ms. Felknor has agreed to stay on part-time to do the 911 database.  No increase in the budget is needed but rather existing state grant dollars will be used.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to reclassify an existing position in Emergency Management as a full time position.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott opened the floor for public comments.


There was no public comment.


Mr. Allen reported he has reached the halfway point of his treatment and is doing considerably well.  He asked the Board to continue to remember him in their prayers and thanked the Board and his staff for their support.


Mr. Hales reported Mr. Rutherford had paid for removal of the trees, however he did not pay the contractor his six percent.  He said the Branford facility is on schedule and is almost ready for the building to be dried in.   He stated he is in the process of finalizing the furniture and equipment order.  The preschool programs are running smooth.


Commissioner Odom reported the building is one of the best constructed in the area and invited each of the commissioners to stop by and see it.


Mr. Airth reported that Judge Kennon has entered an oral order dismissing the case Thomas versus Suwannee Farms and Suwannee County with prejudice.  However, Mr. Bullock has advised there will be an appeal.


Clerk of Court W. Randy Henderson reported it is time to let bids for an external auditor and asked for one commissioner to be appointed to the committee to serve with the constitutional officers.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to appoint Commissioner Hillhouse to serve on the audit committee.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Clerk Henderson asked if the Clerk of Court, who is the Chief Financial Officer of the County, could also serve on the Financial Committee.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to add Clerk W. Randy Henderson to the Financial Committee.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously


Next item was to consider approval of payment of invoices of Batch number 98-264 through 98-308 in the amount of $1,589,211.87.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve payment of invoices Batch number 98-264 through 98-308 in the amount of $1,589,211.87.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



 SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



           DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS FOR APRIL 7, 1998

FUND







AMOUNT
001
GENERAL FUND



$
400,049.28

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT



102,996.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE



386,554.69

118
STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE


         19.90

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND


  61,866.51

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL



  18,291.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND



  38,924.51

126
EMS GRANT FUND




    2,709.85

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT

   12,809.11

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT



     4,280.25

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE



 347,629.88

171
LIBRARY FUND




   54,844.69

172
RECREATION FUND



   12,110.80

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
   12,956.51

371
RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
   25,178.75

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION


   32,385.80

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL



   75,604.34


GRAND TOTAL



       $ 1,589,211.87


Chairman Scott reminded the Board the meeting would not adjourn but would recess until Thursday, April 9, 1998 at 3:30 P.M.


Commissioner Baker made a motion to recess the meeting until Thursday at 3:30 P.M.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



The meeting recessed at 2:00 P.M.








_______________________








JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN
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CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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