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March 17, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M



The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date and time.  Present were:  Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Barry Baker and Hattie Law, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was County Attorney, Hal Airth.


Chairman Scott called the meeting to order and led the meeting in prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Scott welcomed Robbie DeMoss from Boy Scout Troop No. 693 to the meeting.  Robbie is working on his citizenship in the government badge.


Chairman Scott announced Agenda Item Number 1, additional agenda items to be considered to be heard under Agenda Item Number 19, Additional Agenda Items as follows:
1)  Consider approval of Contractual Services Agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for inclusion in the Statewide Hazard Mitigation Strategy Development;  2)  Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director, to request permission for Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, to apply for grant for Title IV funding to purchase ten (10) Minitor-3 pagers to be used by the volunteer fire departments.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to add additional items.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was to consider approval of the minutes of the December 16, 18, and 30, 1997 meetings.  Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the minutes as requested.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk opened bids for the Skeen Road Construction Project.  Mr. Tyson reported there were five bids received and read as follows:

1)  Anderson Columbia


$ 138,221.80

2)  Sun Construction of Suwannee, Inc.
$ 146,478.45

3)  Harlis R. Ellington Construction, Inc.
$ 124,096.97

4)  Music & Worth Construction, Inc.
$ 175,813.82

5)  Florida Fielder & Grading, Inc.

$ 156,363.23


The bids were presented to Ray Brown, Public Works Director and Engineer Curtis Keen to review and report back to the Board with a recommendation.


As soon after 6:00 P.M. as possible, the Board was to hold a second public hearing concerning the county’s housing and community development needs in preparation for submitting a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the state.  Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director,  introduced Scott Koons, North Florida Regional Planning Council  to the Board.


Mr. Koons stated he was present for the second and final hearing for the submission of a CDBG application to the state.


Mr. Koons advised the Board before going into the public hearing he wanted to hold a brief Fair Housing Workshop.  He explained as part of the grant process if the county engages in certain activities related to Fair Housing, they will receive additional scoring points in the ranking system.


Mr.  Koons distributed to the Board members information regarding the Fair Housing Act.  He stated in 1988 the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners adopted a local Fair Housing Ordinance and amended that Ordinance in 1992 to add some additional protective classes.  Mr. Koons stated the Ordinance makes it illegal to discriminate against anyone based on certain characteristics in the sale, purchase or rental of housing in the community.  Mr. Koons advised the Board the same goes for financial assistance.  


Mr. Koons explained that before the county can authorize submission of the grant application there is a number of existing plans, policies and procedures adopted in previous years that need to have a few modifications and amendments.  Mr. Koons stated this is the purpose of the resolutions being considered tonight.


Mr. Koons said the first resolution to be considered for adoption is to amend the County’s Community Development Plan which identifies needs and identifies the need to construct an elevated water storage tank and water supply well, as well as the continued need for creating job opportunities in the community.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt a resolution amending the County’s Community Development Plan.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-27).


The next resolution is a resolution adopting the Amended Procurement Procedures.  Mr. Koons said the only change to these procedures is adding to the section on Affirmative Action:  “Women Owned Businesses”.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and a second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution adopting Amended Procurement Procedures.  (See Resolution No. 98-28).


The next resolution was a resolution adopting an Amended Affirmative Action Plan and the only change is to also incorporate the section “Women Owned Businesses”.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to adopt a resolution adopting an Amended Affirmative Action Plan.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-  ).


The next resolution is a resolution adopting the Amended Employment Goals for June 30, 1997 to June 30, 2001 and June 30, 1998 to June 30, 2002.  These goals include comparing the race and gender composition of employees of the Board of County Commissioners to those of the labor force of the county at large.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and a second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution adopting the Amended Employment Goals for June 30, 1997 to June 30, 2001 and June 30, 1998 to June 30, 2002 for Affirmative Action Plan.  (See Resolution No. 98-30).


The next resolution is a resolution adopting a Section 3 Plan.  Mr. Koons said this related to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968 which is Federal Legislation.  Mr. Koons explained this has two purposes:  1)  When services, goods, and contracts are awarded on Community Development funded projects to the extent possible, efforts should be made to award those contracts to locally owned businesses; 2)  If contractors of the county are hiring additional persons to work on projects related to grant funded programs, to make reasonable efforts to hire persons from the local community.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt a resolution adopting a Section 3 Plan   Commissioner Udell  seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-31).


Mr. Koons asked before the Board considered the next resolution to authorize the filing of the County’s Fiscal Year 1998 Florida Small Cities Community Development Block Grant if he might briefly describe the project.  Mr. Koons said the project falls under the neighborhood category and would be for water improvements for a new elevated storage tank and water supply well for the Wellborn Water System.  Mr. Koons said the maximum grant funds the county can apply for is $750,000.  Mr. Koons explained if all of the grant funds are not needed for this project there are other additional improvements identified that the funds can be used for. 


Mr. Koons recognized Pasco Jarvis, Brad Knight and Bill Walters from the Wellborn Water Association and thanked them for their help and support in collecting information from the community.

At this time, Chairman Scott opened the public hearing for public comment.

There being no public comments from the audience, the public hearing was closed.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the filing of Suwannee County’s Fiscal Year 1998 Florida Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Application with the Florida Department of Community Affairs.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-25).


Mr. Koons advised the Board the deadline for applying for the grant had been extended by three months, until June 30, 1998, as a result of the flooding and other storm damage.  Mr. Koons also stated the Department of Community Affairs is looking at setting aside $6 million dollars from this program to assist in special flood recovery projects.  Mr. Koons explained the good news is the State intends to request $100 million dollars in supplemental community owned block grant funds for the state for specific flood recovery projects.  Mr. Koons advised that 50 of the 67 counties in Florida have been declared disaster areas due to the recent storm and these funds would be in addition to anything the county might receive from FEMA. 


Chairman Scott thanked Mr. Koons for his presentation.


Mr. Brown returned to the meeting and advised the Board that Harliss R. Ellington Construction, Inc. from Lake Butler, Florida was the apparent low bidder on the Skeen Road construction project and does meet the bid specifications.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to award the bid for the construction project of Skeen Road to Harliss R. Ellington Construction, Inc. for the total amount of $124,096.97.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Due to another engagement, Mr. Brown was asked to give his staff report at this time.


Mr. Brown gave an update on the road conditions in Suwannee County and announced that the bridge on SR 250 was closed today under orders of the Army Corp of Engineers.  Mr. Brown asked the citizens of the county to use good judgment and not drive through standing water.


Mr. Brown advised the Board that FEMA will pay for the county to have a professional engineer to work on the road and bridges damaged by the flood.  He stated the funding would come from disaster money at no cost to the county.  Mr. Brown recommended the engineer be hired for a period not to exceed twelve (12) months with the stipulation he may be dismissed at any time if his services are no longer needed.  Mr. Brown advised the position will be for a temporary employee and will work under the Public Works Department.  He asked the Board to set a salary guideline so that he may advertise the position in area newspapers.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve Mr. Brown’s request to advertise to hire a professional engineer as a temporary employee working under the Public Work’s Department with a salary range from $45,000 - $60,000 giving Mr. Brown the authority to negotiate.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Peggy Cook, a resident of Suwannee County was present to ask the Board’s help in the repair of 152nd Place.  Ms. Cook passed out pictures for the Board to review of the damage done to her road from recent flooding.


Chairman Scott suggested that Ms. Cook contact Tony Armstrong who is in the area working for FEMA.  The Chairman stated that Mr. Armstrong was trying to help the private road owners receive assistance. 


Becky Hicks, a resident of Suwannee County was present to discuss the condition of 123rd Road.  Ms. Hicks thanked Mr. Brown for coming out to observe the condition of the road.  Ms. Hicks explained that for over five weeks her children and neighbor’s children had to walk over a mile and a half and climb three barb wire fences to reach the school bus.  She also stated there was no mail delivery.  Ms. Hicks advised the Board one neighbor lost a brand new van in the water and with no other access to their homes except 123rd Road they have no other option.


Chairman Scott explained the county can only temporarily fix the roads until FEMA gives the okay to properly repair the roads.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director asked the Board to consider approval of Contractual Services Agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for inclusion in the Statewide Hazard Mitigation Strategy Development.  The total grant amount is $40,000.  Mr. McDonald stated the planning process is designed to evaluate the effectiveness of local plans and ordinances in reducing potential loss of life and property as the result of an actual disaster.

Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the Contractual Services Agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for inclusion in the Statewide Hazard Mitigation Strategy Development.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. McDonald advised the Board that he expects a fax tonight to place in motion a Declaration of a Local State of Emergency for a mandatory evacuation for persons in the flooded areas along the river.  He asked the Board for preliminary approval and authorization for the Chairman to execute the declaration when received.  


Commissioner Udell made a motion authorizing the Chairman to sign the Declaration of a Local State of Emergency when received by Mr. McDonald.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott recessed for a break.

7:15 P.M.


Nolan McLeod, City of Live Oak Police Chief requested the Board adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of March 15 - 21, 1998 as Juvenile Justice Week in Suwannee County.


Chief McLeod stated he was standing before the Board not as Chief of Police but as Chairman of the Juvenile Justice Council.  Chief McLeod told the Board about the privilege he had today of talking with six students from area schools and presenting them with awards for which they had been nominated.   Chief McLeod stated it is a joy being involved with the youth of the county. 

Chief McLeod read the proclamation aloud and urged all citizens of the community to take part in preventing and stopping juvenile delinquency, and to make a conscious effort to learn more about the programs for prevention and intervention, such as Teen Court..



Commissioner Odom made a motion to adopt a resolution proclaiming the week of March 15 - 21, 1998 as Juvenile Justice Week in Suwannee County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-26).


Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council thanked the Board for their approval of the interlocal agreement creating The Original Florida Tourism Task Force.  Mr. Papapetrou stated that it was recommended that Suwannee County appoint two members to serve on the Task Force.  He said he was willing to continue serving and the Tourist Development Council recommends Jerry Fletcher to be the second member from the county to serve on the Task Force.


Commissioner Udell moved to  appoint Dean Papapetrou and Jerry Fletcher to serve on The Original Florida Tourism Task Force.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was to hold a second public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance approving LDR 98-01 proposed amendment to Suwannee County’s Land Development Regulations.  


Robinette C. Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director  explained this request is LDR 98-01, an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text by amending Section 4.14.5, entitled Special Exceptions in the Commercial Highway Interchange ‘CHI’ zone district, to add (7) Off-site signs, only for a business located within one (1) road mile, as a special exception.  The Zoning Board unanimously approved the recommendation at its February 26, 1998 meeting.  Notice was published on February 25, 1998 in the Suwannee Democrat.  Ms. Robinson explained this change would affect the corridor along I-10 and US 129 interchange; I-10 and US 90 W; I-10 and CR 137 and I-75 and CR 136.  Ms. Robinson stated currently all off-site signs are prohibited in the Commercial Highway Interchange district.  She explained if the amendment is adopted then the LDR’s would be amended so that Section 4.14.5 would have a special exception added so that off-site signs could be added as a special exception, if it is for a business located within one road mile of the CHI zone.  Ms. Robinson said this was the second public hearing on the matter and the Planning and Zoning Board considered this application at its meeting on February 26, 1998 and unanimously recommended the approval.  Public notice of this hearing was published on February 25, 1998 in the Suwannee Democrat.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


In answer to a question asked by a member of the audience, Ms. Robinson answered that new businesses coming into the area would have to apply for a special exception.


Without no further comments, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of an ordinance approving LDR 98-01 - Application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text by amending Section 4.14.5, entitled Special Exceptions (in the Commercial Highway Interchange ‘CHI’ zone district), to add (7) Off-site signs, only for a business located within one (1) road mile, as a special exception.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 98-05).


Next item on the agenda was to hold a second public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance approving the following proposed amendment to Suwannee County’s Land Development Regulations:  LDR 98-02 an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text by amending Section 2.1 entitled Definitions, General, to amend the definition of a subdivision; to add Section 5.41.1, 5.41.1.1 and 5.41.1.2, governing roads in subdivisions; to add Section 5.41.2, Public Safety Services (for sizes of less than 10 acres); to add Section 5.42, Vested Rights; and to add Section 5.42.1, Determination of Vested Rights.


Ms. Robinson explained the amendment to the Board and audience.  She stated the proposed recommendations were made by the Citizens Committee along with further amendments made by the Board of County Commissioners at the March 3, 1998 meeting.  Ms. Robinson stated that notice of public hearing was published in the February 25, 1998 edition of the Suwannee Democrat.


Chairman Scott opened the public hearing.


A question was asked what percentage of taxable land falls outside the fifteen minute response and no one had the statistics readily available.  


George Fuller, private citizen had several comments for the Board.  He referenced Florida Statutes, stating that a developer should pay a portion of the building expense of new roads.


Lamar Jenkins, Suwannee County Property Appraiser wanted to know what roads in Suwannee County are classified as Class III roads.  Commissioner Hillhouse replied the Road Department has a map of the roads and their different classifications.


Tim Alcorn asked about the ratio on the tracts, if there were any changes to be made or were they to be left as they are now.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated that was on ten acre plus lots.  Mr. Alcorn also asked about the paving of the right-of-ways from the road to the private driveways and suggested limerocking the area.


  Chairman Scott stated he agreed the paving of that small of an area would be quite costly.  


Commissioner Udell stated he was totally against the whole aspect of the idea.  


There was a lengthy discussion about driveway permits and whether they were to be paved with asphalt or concrete.


George Fuller stated that driveway permits and culvert permits were combined but neither is being enforced at the present time.


Jack Land spoke in opposition of the ordinance and asked the commissioners to reconsider.


Dwight Stansel spoke in opposition of the ordinance, especially in ten acre tracts and above.  Mr. Stansel stated that services should be available to all citizens of the county even if it involves raising taxes.


Mr. Jenkins advised the Board if this ordinance passes the county revenues will be cut tremendously and explained the ratio of taxes on five acres and ten acres versus one acre.  Mr. Jenkins said he thought the Board should reconsider and pray about the situation before the vote is taken.


Ronnie Poole stated he was in the real estate business  and appreciated the comments from Mr. Land, Mr. Jenkins and others that had spoken in opposition of the ordinance.  Mr. Poole said the surveying of the property has always been a requirement.  He said he realized that private roads do create problems and that he has developed them in the past and probably will in the future.  Mr. Poole stated that each of us are only stewards of the land, here to use it for a short period of time.  Mr. Poole said that he supported the Board in their efforts to put some regulations on the land.


In answer to a question asked, Mr. Jenkins responded there are 9,000 homesteaded properties in Suwannee County with 2800 of those homesteads being totally exempt from taxes with many of these being located within the city limits.  Mr. Jenkins also stated there are numerous people in Suwannee County, living in mobile homes that do pay taxes.


Commissioner Baker read a lengthy prepared statement as to why he was in favor of the ordinance.


Chairman Scott stated that growth cannot be restricted to only paved roads and there is no funding for paving projects.  Chairman Scott said he was totally opposed to the ordinance.


Commissioner Udell advised it has been ten years since Suwannee County has added a mile of paved roads.  He tossed the idea around of perhaps going to privatization for maintaining the roads.


After a lengthy discussion among the audience and the Board, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve proposed amendment of LDR 98-02 with the recommendation of Commissioner Baker to pave a two foot apron over the culvert, either asphalt or concrete and rocking to the right-of-way line.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Commissioners Hillhouse, Baker and Odom voted in favor of the adoption of the ordinance.  Commissioners Udell and Scott voted against.  Motion carried in a 3-2 vote.  (See Ordinance No. 98-06).


Chairman Scott recessed for a break.










      March 17, 1998










   Live Oak, Florida

8:50 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.


Chairman Scott introduced Nathan Hannon from Boy Scout Troop No. 693.  After Nathan has earned two more merit badges, at the age of fourteen, he will be the youngest person in the county to obtain the rank of Eagle Scout.  Chairman Scott congratulated Nathan and advised that Nathan coordinated the repairs on the building at the Sports Complex.


Next item was for the Board to consider preliminary plat approval of Suwannee Brooke North and Suwannee Brooke South Subdivisions.


Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director stated that preliminary plat approval of Suwannee Brooke South, will be postponed until a later date to allow the developer to make some necessary amendments.  However, the Board needs to act tonight on Suwannee Brooke North.


Ms. Robinson stated the subdivision is located on 48th Street, a paved road off US 129 North.  The subdivision consists of six 5-acre lots.  Ms. Robinson stated that she had spoken with Mr. Brown and he said 48th Street appears to be in good condition and would not have a problem with development on that road.  The subdivision is zoned Agriculture I in which a minimum lot is five acres and minimum lot width is 275 feet.  The subdivider is requesting a variance on the required 275 feet minimum lot width on lots one through five.  Lot one measures 261.59 feet on 48th Street but widens out to 285 feet at the back of the lot.  Lots 2-5 are approximately 273 feet wide.

Ms. Robinson stated the Subdivision Review Committee has reviewed the subdivision plat and she and Mr. Allen visited the Suwannee Brooke North site and there is a visible drainage area on lots three and four.  She explained this was discussed with the subdivider and that it needs to be shown on the final plat as a drainage easement so prospective buyers are aware of the problem.  Also, portions on the back of lots one through four are in the 100 year flood plain.  Ms. Robinson said they discussed with the subdivider the need to add the language  “that a building permit for the construction or location of any residential building or structure shall not be issued for less than one entire lot as depicted on the subdivision plat except as otherwise provided by law” on the final plat. 

Ms. Robinson advised the subdivider had a surveyor prepare a preliminary plat to present to the Board a few months ago but at the time the county had a moratorium on subdivisions.  The subdivider sold some of the lots and one buyer was issued a mobile home permit based on a meets and bounds description for a five acre parcel and the Building Department did not know it was part of a subdivision  However, when another lot was sold and an application for a mobile home permit was made with the legal description of Lot 6 Suwannee Brooke North there was an investigation and found that the sale of Lot 6 made a total of three lots that were less than ten acres in size.  The permit was denied and advised the subdivider he must file the application for the subdivision and he has done so.  The owners of the lots that have been sold will be required to sign off on the subdivision on the plat along with the subdivider.  If preliminary plat is approved the motion needs to include the variance on the width of the lots.


Ms. Robinson stated the subdivider is Avery Roberts and he has Billy Woodington representing him tonight to make a request of the Board.

Mr. Woodington stated he  has someone who has purchased Lot 4 in Suwannee Brooke North and is anxious to go ahead with the permitting process and is asking permission to go forward with a permit provided the preliminary plat is approved.  


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve preliminary plat approval for Suwannee Brooke North subject to all the recommendations of Ms. Robinson including the variance as requested and  with the two foot strip paving over the culvert with rocking to the right-of-way line.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.   The motion carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested approval to submit an application and contract for funding for a Florinet Basic Connectivity Grant for each of the following:  Main Library, Branford Library, Hamilton County Library, and Madison County Library.


Mr. Hales reminded the Board that he eluded to the fact a couple of weeks ago that some more funds might be available and he has received that grant.  Mr. Hales stated this grant is an additional $40,000 to implement total internet services to all libraries.  Mr. Hales stated he realizes this is an ambitious plan to accomplish by September 30, 1998, but  he and the State Library  feel it is very possible.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve Mr. Hales request to submit an application and contract for funding for a Florinet Basic Connectivity grant for each of the following:  Main Library, Branford Library, Hamilton County Library and Madison County Library.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Hales requested approval to advertise for Request for Proposal for implementing high-speed digital access to the Internet with bids to be opened on April 7, 1998 at 10:00 A.M.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to grant Mr. Hales request.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Hales advised the Board the Branford Library construction is going fine.  The Friends of the Library sale made approximately $1800.  The preschool programs are going great and stated that summer programs are in the making.  Mr. Hales advised the Board the rising water is expected to get into the Branford Library by tomorrow and the necessary precautions are being taken.


In answer to a question asked by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Hales answered that completion of the Branford Library is scheduled for late summer with a moving date of early September.


At the request of Bill Nelson, Insurance Commissioner of the State of Florida, Commissioner Udell made a motion to adopt a resolution supporting Senate Bill 1478 and House Bill 3827, The Homeowner’s Protection Act to help relieve insurance premium increases and stabilize the insurance market.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated he was opposed to the resolution without knowing what the entire bill states.  With these comments, Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.


Sheriff Williams was in attendance and he told the Board he would be glad to get them a copy of the Senate Bill.


Next item on the agenda was to consider the adoption of a resolution supporting the continued funding by the State Legislature of Preservation 2000.


Preservation 2000 is a ten-year program designed to acquire and therefore save Florida’s best remaining natural land, and is the state’s most comprehensive land protection program.  Preservation 2000 offers environments protection without further regulation, and is based on a willing-seller approach to protection of ecologically significant lands.


Commissioner Hillhouse said the Florida Association of Counties has thrown the issue back and forth and he is not sure what their standing is on the Preservation 2000 Program and he was not in favor of supporting the program at this time.


The general consensus of the Board was to object the proposal to adopt a resolution for continued funding by the State Legislature of Preservation 2000.


After a motion by Commissioner Baker and a second by Commissioner Odom the Board unanimously approved the re-appointment of Lawrence A. Schattle, Jr., Plumbing Contractor, to serve another term on the Construction Industry Licensing Board.


Commissioner  Odom made a motion to appoint Mike DeBono, Mechanical Contractor, to serve on the Construction Industry Licensing Board replacing Daniel Murray.  Commissioner  Hillhouse  seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse discussed with the Board discounting fees for use of Exhibition II at Coliseum Complex by senior citizens.  Commissioner Hillhouse said the senior citizens have no one able to put the tables up and take down and made a motion to continue to let them use the Exhibition II at the Coliseum Complex for a $15 fee for use once a month.  Commissioner Hillhouse stated the club has outgrown the conference room and needs the additional space.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion The motion carried unanimously.


Next item was for Chairman Scott to appoint an animal control study committee.  Chairman Scott said he wanted to serve on the committee but with all the extra disaster meetings he does not have the time and stated he was setting aside the appointments until a later date.


Robinette Robinson, Planning & Zoning Director requested permission for Daniel R. Sivyer Fire Coordinator to apply for a grant (50/50) for Title IV funding to purchase ten (10) Minitor-3 pagers to be used by the volunteer fire departments.  Total amount of grant is $3,300 with the county’s portion being $1650.  Ms. Robinson explained this was already budgeted within Mr. Sivyer’s Machinery & Equipment Budget.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the application for a  50/50 grant (with the county’s portion being $1650) for Title IV funding to purchase ten (10) Minitor-3 pagers as requested by Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next on the agenda was staff reports.


Sheriff Al Williams stated he had no staff report to be given at this time but did have the copy of the Senate Bill as promised.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director stated there were some concerns with the racquet ball courts, such as light fixtures and security (for fear of someone being trapped in a court).  He suggested the stairwell could be locked and keys issued to persons using the racquet ball court with a charge of course.  One court would be opened for anyone to play and would never be locked.


Mr. Scott gave a report on the different programs at the Recreation Department.  Mr. Scott reminded the Board on March 28, 1998 there will be opening ceremonies again with the city versus the county in a softball game.


Mr. Scott advised the Board he has gotten some equipment to help clean out the swell ditches from the storm damage and thanked Commissioner Baker for helping with the irrigation pipe.


Next item was to consider approval of payment of invoices Batch Number 

98-235 through 98-263 in the amount of $781,497.46


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve payment of invoices Batch Number 98-235 through 98-263 in the amount of  $781,497.46.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners

Disbursement Warrants For March 17, 1998

FUND



FUND NUMBER

   AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND



001


$449,493.80

911 IMPLEMENTATION


113

FINE AND FORFEITURE


116


    21,287.90

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

118


         272.41

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND

119


      7,927.83

FIRE PROTECTION FUND


122


     7,670.25

EMS GRANT FUND



126


        564.00

EMERGENCY MNGMT. GRANT

128


   10,457.22

ROAD AND BRIDGE


140


 164,455.45

SOLID WASTE MNGMT. GRANT

159


        107.28

LIBRARY FUND



171


   29,630.53

RECREATION FUND


172


   13,386.68

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROG.  181


   39,500.00

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION

402


   13,603.29

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL


403


   23,140.82




GRAND TOTAL



$781,497.46


Commissioner Baker made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 P.M.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned.







__________________________







JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:




SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD 







OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_________________________________

W.  RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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