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March 3, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A. M.

On the above referenced date, time, and location the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a regularly scheduled meeting.  Present were Commission Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Commissioner Donald Odom Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, County Attorney Hal Airth, and Michael W. Tyson, Deputy Clerk.

Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 9:00 A. M. and called upon Commissioner Donald Odom Sr. for the invocation and the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Chairman Scott called on Attorney Jimmy Prevatt.  Mr. Prevatt advised that on behalf of Anderson Columbia Corporation, he would like to announce that Anderson Columbia is donating to the County 4,000 tons of highway fill.  Mr. Prevatt spoke with Ray Brown, Public Works Director who accepted the donation and it is hoped it will help with flooded road repairs.

Chairman Scott thanked Mr. Prevatt and Anderson Columbia.

The Chairman announced Agenda Item Number 1, additional agenda items, which would be considered at Agenda Item Number 14.  The Chairman announced the issue of a storm damage budget line item would be considered under additional agenda items and asked if there were any other items to be added.

Chairman Scott called on Agenda Item Number 2, Charles Justice, Director of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to request the approval of a proposed interlocal agreement creating The Original Florida Tourism Task Force.

Mr. Justice addressed the Board explaining the proposed agreement.  The Council formed a tourist development program in 1991.  After an analysis of promoting tourism, the Council formed a task force.  Suwannee County has two members on the task force, Jerry Fletcher and Dean Papapetrou.  Mr. Justice advised Suwannee County has been one of the most active and has contributed to the success of the task force.

The task force has developed a travel writer’s tour to bring travel writers to see the area.  This is estimated to have a value of 1.3 million dollars in equivalent advertising.  Also, the task force has set up an office in Columbia County at the Tourist Visitors Center to respond to inquiries about the region.  The task force has printed a color brochure on the area and distributes about a quarter of a million of them nationally and internationally.  The task force has an Internet presence also.

The State of Florida also promotes tourism in seven districts through Enterprise Florida.  The State may create an eighth district to better serve North Central Florida.

The Planning Council and the Tourist Task Force has jointly decided that the two need to be separate entities.  The Task Force is now a Committee of the Council and there is some confusion from the structure of the organization.  It is believed the Task Force will be in a better position to interact with the State and other entities if it is a stand-alone organization.

Mr. Justice advised the Council is approaching the eleven involved counties to promote creating an independent organization called The Original Florida Tourism Task Force.  

This will provide some safeguards for the organization and the involved counties.  One safeguard will be fiscal accountability.  The funds will be handled through the Council and will be accounted for through the Councils books and audits.  The second safeguard is dues-waivers for a county who may be unable or unwilling to pay in a particular year.  That would suspend the voting rights of that county’s representatives for the year, but they can still enjoy membership and participation.   Mr. Justice then entertained questions.

Mr. Dean Papapetrou of the Suwannee County Tourist Development Council and a representative to the Tourism Task Force addressed the Board.  He advised the Tourist Development Council will continue to make the dues payments to the new organizational structure and this structure change would not require additional funds from the Suwannee County Board.

Mr. Justice advised the Board that the Suwannee County Tourist Development Council may at some point approach the Board for some additional funding but this would be unrelated to the organizational change.

Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the proposed agreement creating the Original Florida Tourism Task Force.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Justice advised the Board the Council is drafting a resolution to be proposed to each county supporting the creation of an eighth district for funding from Enterprise Florida.  This he advised would be forthcoming. 

The Chairman advised the Board would consider appointments of representatives to the newly created Original Florida Tourism Task Force and address the appointments at the next Board meeting.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 3, the consideration of charging actual cost of $35 per ton for yard waste disposal at the Suwannee County Landfill.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director addressed the Board.  Mr. Brown advised the Board that in the last two weeks the landfill has collected over 60 tons of yard trash, primarily from the City of Live Oak.  Mr. Brown advised the surrounding counties charged a comparative fee and an analysis provided a cost factor of $35 per ton for Suwannee County Landfill.  Mr. Brown advised the County had only been charging $12 per ton and requested the Board authorize the rate increase effective one week from today’s date.

Commissioner Udell motioned to raise the yard trash tipping fee from $12 per ton to $35 and cease subsidizing other entities disposal of yard trash effective one week from today’s date.  Commissioner Odom made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott announced Agenda Item Number 4 to consider a lease agreement with Hatch Enterprises, Inc. for additional limerock acreage that is not under water.

Mr. Brown addressed the Board.  Mr. Brown requested Board approval of leasing an additional five acres of property for limerock mining.  This is needed because the current lease is depleting of useable rock due to flooding.  Also the flood and road loss situations in the county are creating a heavy demand for more rock.  Mr. Brown advised the lease would cost $3,000 per acre for a total lease of $15,000.  Mr. Brown advised he does not have these additional funds in his budget.

Commissioner Udell questioned the length of the lease and questioned if the $3,000 cost was annually or for the term of the lease.

Mr. Brown advised the term of the lease would be 15 years at a flat fee of $3,000 per acre not annually.  The total cost of the lease is $15,000.

Commissioner Odom motioned to approve the new limerock-mining lease with Hatch Enterprises Inc. for 15 years at $3,000 per acre.  Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 5 to replace a private well for the Snead family, which has been contaminated by the Suwannee County Landfill.

Mr. Brown advised the Board the landfill has been providing nonpotable water from its wells for bathing but bottled potable water is getting expensive.  Mr. Brown advised the County paid $400 last month to provide potable water to the Sneads.  Mr. Brown advised the cost of the well will be about $6,000 based on estimates he has received.  He advised he thought this was 

high but there are apparently some special drilling and permitting requirements and several well drilling companies declined any interest in the project because of the requirements.  Mr. Brown advised he found only two interested parties to take the job.  Mr. Brown requested the Boards direction.

Commissioner Udell questioned Mr. Brown on the cost and alternative vendors.

Mr. Brown responded he could check further with other well companies.

Commissioner Odom motioned to put the Snead well project out for bid.  Commissioner Udell made a second.  After some discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

The Chairman requested Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director to give his staff report at this time.

Mr. Brown advised the Board of a request to buy a trailer to haul the backhoe recently purchased.  Mr. Brown advised that the Board had budgeted $40,000 for the backhoe.  Mr. Brown purchased the backhoe for less and has enough of the budgeted funds to purchase a trailer to haul the backhoe. Mr. Brown advised he had a bid of $6,500 on a trailer with accessories.  Mr. Brown requested approval to use the difference to purchase this trailer which will free the lowboy trailer needed for larger equipment.  Mr. Brown requested approval to use the balance of the approved funds to buy the described trailer.

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve Mr. Brown’s request to buy the trailer with excess budgeted funds for $6,500.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Brown thanked PCS Phosphate for donating all the fill dirt to the County for emergency road repair.  He also thanked Mr. Wainwright and Dave Dial, for providing dirt at reasonable rates.  This has been economical to the County in shortening the routes.  

Mr. Brown gave a storm update report.  The northeast area south to the Little River area has been hit hard and many of the roads are destroyed.  Hogan Bridge is gone and might be a million-dollar project.  It will necessary to purchase a lot of pipe and head walls.  The Department is finding washed out roads that have not yet been reported.  The Road Department has used 500 barricades and has been working 12-15 hours per day trying to make access to peoples homes.  There are still a lot of people who cannot drive to their homes.  The Road Department is making only emergency repairs to the roads at this time.

Mr. Brown advised he needed some clarification from FEMA and from the Board since he did not know what FEMA will pay for or what percentages they will pay.  He suggested that perhaps Murel McDonald Emergency Services Director could enlighten everyone.  Mr. Brown advised no one from FEMA has advised him of authorization to start spending FEMA money.

Mr. McDonald advised there would be a meeting with FEMA officials tomorrow for an explanation of public disaster assistance.  He advised there are some vague answers today but there will be funding.  

Mr. McDonald addressed private roads and stated this disaster is a prime example of a need to regulate construction of private roads and subdivisions.  Mr. McDonald stated he had been in touch with the attorney for the Florida Division of Emergency Management who related that FEMA advised if state law allows an action, and it is a disaster related recoverable expense under FEMA guidelines, FEMA will cooperate and allow it.  Mr. McDonald referred to a pending Attorney General Opinion that addresses emergency repairs to private roads.  Under the exercising of it’s Emergency Management Powers, a county may waive procedures and formalities pertaining to public works.  To protect life, health and property, a county may work on private roads.  This opinion will likely be clarified next week.  Private road repair cannot go beyond emergency repair to make passable, and precise documentation (perhaps photographs) should be provided.

Mr. McDonald advised on Thursday, March 5, 1998, several state officials would be here to tour the County and survey the flood situation.  Perhaps the State can be convinced to relieve the County of the 12.5% of local disaster relief cost.

Commissioner Udell proposed to secure the clarification of the Attorney Generals Opinion regarding working on private roads and the certainty that FEMA will reimburse the County.  

Once these two issues are settled, Commissioner Udell would encourage the Board to authorize Ray Brown, Public Works Director to assist some of the County’s citizens with access to their homes via these private roads.

Commissioner Hillhouse raised the question of who will document that a private road repair is needed and is disaster related.

Commissioner Baker suggested having Attorney Airth review the Opinion and research its intent and specificity and see what information comes from the FEMA meeting.

Mr. McDonald advised the Board they needed to vote on extending the declaration of a local state of emergency for seven days.

Commissioner Udell motioned to extend the declaration of a local state of emergency for seven days.  Commissioner Baker seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator addressed the Board and advised that from past such experience, Mr. Brown can determine an issue is a health and safety issue and FEMA will reimburse County expenses for taking corrective action.

Mr. Brown advised this situation is a prime example of the need to regulate construction of subdivisions and private roads.  He emphasized this damage is from a minor storm and if there is a major storm the situation will be much worse.

Chairman Scott called a recess for a break.

9:25 A. M.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 6 to discuss a request by Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. and Charles Peeler Construction for additional payment for hauling debris from the Branford Library site in the amount of $7,057.38

Mr. Henry Swift addressed the Board and explained that prior to the bid on the Branford Library, the Town of Branford authorized burning debris on site.  After the bids to subcontractors were put out, the Florida Department of Forestry declined allowing on site burning.  The subcontractor then was given permission to haul the debris from the site.  Mr. Swift acknowledged they made a mistake and suggested a compromise whereby the County and Clemons & Rutherford split the additional cost and pay the subcontractor.

Commissioner Hillhouse, Commissioner Udell and Mr. Swift had some discussion about who was contacted by whom for authority to burn or haul the debris.

Commissioner Udell motioned to deny the request for additional payment on the Branford Library for debris removal to Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc.  Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously

Danny Hales Jr., Director of Libraries asked Mr. Swift if his company was going to pay Charles Peeler Construction for the additional work performed. 

Mr. Swift advised they would pay Charles Peeler Construction within a week.

Chairman Scott called Agenda Item Number 7 for consideration of approval of the Platt of East Dowling Subdivision.

Ms. Robinette Robinson, Planning and Zoning Director addressed the Board, advising the County does have a preliminary application for the approval of East Dowling Estates, located on 233rd Road consisting of 25 lots on 26.68 acres. The developer proposes to construct a paved road accessing the lots.  The County has a certificate of concurrency for infrastructure impact and the application meets the County requirements.

Ms. Robinson advised Mr. Hill the Owner and Tim Alcorn of, J. Sherman Frier and Associates, who prepared the survey are present for any questions.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the Plat of East Dowling Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott asked to allow Murel McDonald to finish his report so he could leave and attend to Emergency Management business.

Mr. McDoanld advised the American Red Cross and Salvation Army have a post set up in Branford.  Suwannee County Emergency Management has submitted an evacuation plan to the State Division of Emergency Management.

FEMA is in the community rendering individual assistance.  The County’s EOC has dropped back its hours of operation working 8:00 A. M. to 6:00 P.M.  

Mr. McDonald read a proposed resolution requesting the State of Florida to waive the assessment of the 12.5% of the burden of the disaster relief matching funds through the Stafford Act for Disaster Assistance.

Chairman Scott pointed out that if this resolution is acted upon favorably by the State Legislature, it could mean savings to Suwannee County of approximately a million dollars.

Commissioner Odom moved to adopt the resolution (See Resolution 98-22) as presented and Commissioner Hillhouse made a second. The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott announced Agenda Item Number 8 a Public Hearing to consider (a) LDR98-01 concerning signs at Commercial Highway Interchange (CHI) zone district, and (b) LDR 98-02 governing definition of subdivisions and roads in subdivisions.

Ms. Robinette Robinson addressed the Board and advised application LDR 98-01 is an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the Land Development Regulations of Suwannee County Section 4.14.5.  Currently all off site signs are prohibited in the CHI zone districts.  This amendment would change by special exception allowing signs in the CHI zone for a business within one road mile of that zone.  The special exception hearing would be held by the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the application granted or denied.

Ms. Robinson advised two public hearings are required, with today’s being the first.  The next hearing will be at 7:00 P.M. on March 17, 1998 at the next Board of County Commissioners 

Meeting and at that time the Board will consider adoption of an Ordinance approving the amendment.  Proper notice has been advertised in the newspaper on February 13, 1998.

There were some public questions on the topic and discussion amongst the Commissioners.  

Mr. Ed Allen pointed out that this amendment change was presented to the Tourist Development Council and they approved its adoption.

There was some public comment from the audience questioning why businesses not within a mile of an interchange, such as businesses in town, could not put up signs in the areas.

The Chairman called on Ms. Robinson to present section (b) of Agenda Item Number 8, application LDR 98-02.  Ms Robinson advised this was also an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend Section 5.41.1, 5.41.1.1, and 5.41.1.2 governing roads in subdivisions, and add Section 5.41.2 (Public Safety Services for lot sizes of less than 10 acres) and to add Section 5.42 and 5.42.1 determining vested rights to the County’s Land Development Regulations.

Ms. Robinson advised several months ago the Board of County Commissioners appointed a Citizens Review Committee to review the current subdivision regulations and submit recommended changes, which they did.  The Board of County Commissioners made some modifications to the Committee’s recommendations.  This proposed LDR change is the result of the recommendation of the Committee and the Board’s modifications.  The LDR definition of a 

subdivision is being amended to make it more compliant with Florida Statutes definition in Chapter 177.031.  It does not exempt 10-acre lots, as does the Current County LDR where there are three or more lots.  There will be a requirement for subdivision disclosure statements to be furnished to buyers disclosing the status of roads, deed restrictions, and developers name.  It also restricts further subdivision of such a 10-acre lot.  The Ordinance will not require that roads in these subdivisions be paved.  Where the lots are more than 10 acres but less than 20 acres, the developers will be required to erect specified street signs indicating a private road.  For subdivisions with lots of less than ten acres, all lots will be required to have direct access onto a paved road.  The County may require additional right-of-way and drainage improvements.

The section 5.41.2, governs lots of less than 10-acres and Public Safety Service.  Ms. Robinson displayed a County map for clarification.  Concerning Emergency Medical Services, the Ordinance will require a new subdivision be in an area that is within a 15 minute response time of a first responder, EMS, Fire Department, or Private First Responder.  Concerning Fire Protection Service, the area must have an ISO Rating of 9 or lower.  For law enforcement service the area must be within a 15-minute response of a law enforcement patrol unit.  The Sheriff’s Department has advised they can provide a 15-minute response time to the entire County.

Public safety response times will be determined by the County Fire Coordinator, the County EMS Director, and the Sheriff.

The section concerning vested rights covers persons currently in the process of developing a subdivision under regulations prior to these changes.  Proof of a subdivision in progress will be in the form of a survey by a registered surveyor dated prior to the adoption of these changes.  Otherwise, proof of the sale of three or more lots or parcels sold since September 3, 1992, or other reasonable evidence submitted and accepted by the Board as proof of vesting.

There was some public discussion of the areas not within the response time requirements, and plans by the County to provide the services needed for subdivisions in those areas.

Commissioner Hillhouse attempted to explain the County has plans to increase services, but there are currently no funds to implement the plans.  Therefore, the County must discourage unlimited subdivision development in areas where the County cannot provide services.

Commissioner Udell suggested the person in the audience, as a realtor, help educate the public to the fact that the County cannot provide all the services needed to the people who currently reside in the County, and the citizens need to pay more in special assessment taxes.  Once this is done, and the citizens are willing to pay more taxes, the County can provide these services to all areas.

There was more questions and suggestions from Ms. Leggett, another realtor, concerning growth and development and tax revenue.

Commissioner Udell suggested there should be more study and perhaps realtors and developers should be on a committee to study the problems.

Mr. Hill the developer of East Dowling Estates addressed the Board concerning the County not maintaining it’s own roads.  He further suggested Suwannee County is guilty of discouraging growth, business and industry and has been for years.

Chairman Scott responded to Mr. Hill and advised he agreed with some of what Mr. Hill had to say.  However, the Chairman commented, the current Board members were not responsible for past Board actions.  The Chairman stated this Board had taken steps to encourage business and orderly growth and would continue to do so.  He reminded everyone the issue under discussion concerning subdivisions was a Public Hearing, and no Board action would be taken at the current time.

The Chairman called on Arnold Hunter.  Mr. Hunter advised that the current changes proposed to the LDR would definitely discourage growth.

Mr. Hunter, Mr. Alcorn, and Commissioner Hillhouse discussed the subdivision definitions, vested rights, and the impact on growth.

Chairman Scott pointed out that the only current way to increase services to accommodate developers is to drastically increase every ones special assessment taxes.  He reminded the audience the public opposition would be tremendous.

The discussion continued at length.

At 11:55 A. M. the Chairman called a recess for lunch until 1:30 P. M.

1:30 P. M.

Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and made an announcement for persons having individual uninsured storm damage.  He announced the phone numbers for FEMA were 1-800-462-9029 and the hearing impaired number was 1-800-462-7585.

The Chairman asked if there was any other public comment for Agenda Item Number 8 on Land Development Regulation changes.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 9 to consider a proposal to expend $8,970.21 (a rate of 27 cents per capita) to help fund the petition initiative campaign to ensure that the November ballot includes the Article V issue pertaining to Florida Constitutional Revision.

Mr. Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator addressed the Board.  Mr. Allen advised the Board the Article V issue addresses having the State fund the Court System.  The campaign initiative of the Florida Association of Counties is to raise 3.8 million dollars to promote education of the public on this issue.  This is to attempt the insurance of the passage of the Constitutional Revision on the November ballot.  The proposed assessment is 27 cents per capita for each county and amounts to the $8,970.21 for Suwannee County.

Commissioner Hillhouse spoke in support of the Article V initiative and supports funding the advertising campaign and the proposed expenditure.

There was some discussion with members of the audience.  Commissioner Hillhouse explained the issue.  Commissioner Hillhouse advised the only group in clear opposition is the 

Florida Association of Court Clerks.  He went on to add there is a major issue regarding the collection of court imposed fees, who collects them, who spends them, and for what purposes.

Commissioner Odom commented that in speaking with Senator Williams, he learned Senator Williams was now uncertain of the merits of the Article V proposal because the funding of the proposal is unclear.

The Chairman commented that a major trial costing millions could bankrupt a small county.  The Counties currently have no control over the expenses as the State imposes the burden of court cost on the counties with no regard to funding the States function.

Commissioner Udell commented he was originally opposed to the Article V initiative because certain issues were unclear.  He advised he has changed his position however and made a motion to approve the expenditure of the requested $8,970.21 to promote the campaign to educate the public on the issue.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 10.

Mr. Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator addressed the Board to request the position title of Building and Zoning Director under Professional Salary Level 3 be changed to Planning and Zoning Director under Level 2 of the Professional Salary schedule.  He explained that there was a prior change in assignments with Ms. Robinette Robinson and a title and salary level clarification needed to be made and approved by the Board. 

Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to approve the requested title and salary level change for Ms. Robinson.  Commissioner Baker made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott announced that Agenda Item Number 11 and 12 would be undertaken at a later date.

The Chairman called Agenda Item Number 13.  

Attorney Airth advised the Board in regards to the lawsuit against Suwannee County by Shands Hospital regarding medical treatment to an arrestee, James Ray Thomas.  Attorney Airth stated Shands was asking for $5,400.  The Attorney for Shands has offered to settle for $3,500.  Attorney Airth suggested, considering the potential cost of litigating, the Board should accept the offer.  

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay a settlement with Shands Hospital in the issue of James Ray Thomas for the amount of $3,500.  Commissioner Baker made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called Agenda Item Number 14, Additional Agenda Items.  The Chairman advised the only item for consideration was to consider creating a budget line item for storm damage related expenses.  

Mr. Allen addressed the Board.  He suggested this would assist in tracking the expenses associated with the declared state of emergency and storm damage.  It will also assist in applying for reimbursement from FEMA.

Commissioner Odom moved to approve the request and add the line item to the budget, Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  The vote carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott called Agenda Item Number 15, Public Comment.

Mr. Jack Gaylord addressed the Board.  Mr. Gaylord advised he lived on 152nd Place in Suwannee County.  It is an easement road.  He advised he and his neighbors did not have access to and from their homes.  He advised many of the neighbors were ill and elderly and needed the County’s help as citizens and taxpayers.  He advised the neighbors had spent their money maintaining and upgrading the road but the storm has ruined that.

Ms. Helen Bentley of 15775 128th Place addressed the Board.  She advised she lives on a private road, which is flooded.  Like others, the storm has created problems with the road.  She believes the county has some responsibility and asked for help with road access.  She agreed there is a need for regulating private road construction.

Ms. Peggy Cook of 7107 152nd Place addressed the Board.  She complained of private road damage and asked for the County’s help.

Commissioners: Udell, Hillhouse and Odom responded to the complaints.  They explained the legal limitations of working on private property.  The Commissioner’s reminded the speakers of the earlier stance of the realtors and developers and the Board’s attempt to avoid creating more of the same type problems.

Ms. Jean Rollin of 128th Place addressed the Board concerning flooded private roads.

Ms. Mildred Estes of 128th Place addressed the Board concerning the same flooding problems and maintenance of private roads.

Commissioner Udell commented that after meeting with FEMA perhaps the County could legally assist with the problem and make minor emergency repairs.

There was a question from the audience regarding the salary level change directed to the Board and Mr. Ed. Allen.  Mr. Allen answered the questions.

Chairman Scott called Agenda Item Number 16, Staff Reports and called for Mr. Allen to give his report.  Mr. Allen commented on the demonstrated need for subdivision regulation and private road regulation.

Commissioner Odom asked Mr. Allen if the estimate of 9 to 10 thousand subdivided lots currently available for sale in Suwannee County is accurate.

Mr. Allen advised that estimate would be accurate.

Mr. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries gave his staff report to the Board.  Mr. Hales advised the Branford Library is on schedule.  Friends of the Library are having a book sale for the Library at Home Hardware.  The Library is applying for a grant of $40,000 for Internet technology.  There is a conference in Kansas City next week, and Mr. Hales and one other employee will be attending the conference

The Chairman called on Attorney Airth for his staff report.  Mr. Airth advised he had received a notice of intent to sue from the family of Melanie Farmer who was killed in an accident 

at the intersection of Highway 51 and Highway 252.  This has been turned over to the insurance company.  

Chairman Scott noted Clerk Henderson and Sheriff Williams were not present for staff reports.

Commissioner Hillhouse commented the Board needs to discuss with the Sheriff the fact revenues from projected Jail Bed Rentals are not forthcoming and this is depleting other funds.  This situation needs to be corrected soon.

Chairman Scott stated that he would confer with the Sheriff on the issue.

Mr. Allen advised water lines for the I-10 project are being placed and the Skeen Road improvements are going out to bid next week.

Chairman Scott called Agenda Item Number 17, the request for payment of invoices batch 98-0212 through 98-0234, for a total of $1,193,282.74.

Commissioner Udell motioned to pay the invoices batch 98-0212 through 98-0234 for the amount of $1,193,282.74; Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

FUND
FUND NO.
AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND
001
$348,800.07 

FINE AND FORFEITURE
116
$409,614.01 

STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
118
$7,203.01 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
119
$15,778.66 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND
122
$23,922.28 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
128
$5,123.54 

LAW EDUCATION
129
 

ROAD AND BRIDGE
140
$161,786.73 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
159
 

LIBRARY FUND
171
$63,385.62 

RECREATION FUND
172
$15,029.69 

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
181
$27,683.90 

LANDFILL CLOSURE
301
 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
402
$31,991.06 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
403
$27,625.15 

RENNOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
351
$23,160.64 

STATE GRANT –LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
371
$32,178.38 

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
306
 

TOTAL:

$1,193,282.74 

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Udell and seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse. 

County Attorney Airth reminded the Chairman that the Board needed to consider the extension of the local state of emergency every seven days and recommended the Board recess until next Tuesday instead of adjourning.

The Chairman called for a vote.  The motion to adjourn was denied unanimously.

Commissioner Udell motioned to recess the meeting until Tuesday March 10, 1998, at 4:30 P. M.  Commissioner Hillhouse made a second.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Scott recessed the meeting at 2:42 P. M.

______________________________

JERRY SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

______________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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