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January 20, 1998

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time.  Present were Chairman Jerry Scott, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were County Attorney Hal Airth and Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson.  

Chairman Scott called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Odom opened the meeting with prayer.  Chairman Scott led the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Chairman Scott introduced John Buda and Lyrus King to the group.  John and Lyrus are members of Boy Scout Troop #693 and are working on citizenship badges.

Chairman Scott announced a public hearing concerning the County’s housing and community development needs in preparation for submitting a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the State.

Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator stated the County can apply for a Community Development Block Grant and based on the county’s population are eligible for a grant in the amount of $700,000.  Mr. Allen stated it is a 100 percent grant at no cost to the taxpayers.

Mr. Allen introduced Scott Kouns from the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to go over the various categories and funding that are available through this program.


Mr. Kouns passed out three handouts to the Board.  The first handout described the housing and neighborhood revitalization program.  Mr. Kouns stated that this program is a federally funded program by Congress for non-urban areas with a population of 200,000 or less.  Mr. Kouns explained the CDBG grant program is very popular because it is 100 percent funded with no matching funds from the governmental agency.  Mr. Kouns advised the Board the County is eligible for $750,000.


Mr. Kouns stated the applications are received annually and the deadline is March 1, 1998.   He advised the county can apply for either a housing or neighborhood program but cannot apply for both at the same time.


Mr. Kouns briefly explained the commercial revitalization.  Mr. Kouns stated this is the kind of project from which funding was made available  to do the downtown street scrapings, the new sidewalks, street lights and landscaping along Howard Street.  


Mr. Kouns explained the next category which is economic development.  He stated that the funding for this category has been increased.  He said this funding could be used for infrastructure, public improvement such as water and sewer line extensions, and road access to an industrial or commercial enterprise that is either expanding or locating in the community to create additional jobs.  Mr. Kouns explained this is the only program than will accept applications while there is an ongoing project in process.


Mr. Kouns advised the Board that he had met earlier with the Citizens Advisory Committee and discussed a possible neighborhood project.  Mr. Kouns reminded the Board approximately six or seven years ago the county applied for a grant for improvements to the Wellborn Water System for an elevated storage tank for increased water pressure and fire flow and also to construct a new backup water supply well.


Mr. Kouns asked the Board for a motion for direction for the Planning Council to work with the county staff and the Wellborn Water Association to prepare an application to bring back to the Board for another public hearing on March 17 for submission to the state for funding consideration.  


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to approve Mr. Kouns request for the Planning Council, county staff and the Wellborn Water Association to prepare an application to bring back to the Board for another public hearing in March for submission to the state for funding consideration.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott asked for approval of minutes of the November 18 and December 2, 1997 meetings.  Commissioner Baker mentioned a correction on the fourth page from the back where the minutes stated Article IV of the State Constitution and should have read Article V.


Commissioner Udell made a motion for approval of the minutes with the correction noted by Commissioner Baker.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director stated that emergency management in Suwannee County is funded by two major grant programs.  One is the Emergency Management Preparedness Assistance Grant Fund.  Mr. McDonald said this is funded by the one dollar surcharge collected off insurance premiums paid by any property owner in the state.  This is received every year since 1994.  Mr. McDonald stated that basically the county’s entire emergency management program is funded through federal and state pass-through dollars with the county’s portion being only $3,000.  Mr. McDonald asked the Board to approve the Local Assistance Grant as already budgeted in the Emergency Management income.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for Fiscal Year 1998 State and Local Assistance grant.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director at the last Board meeting had asked the Board to review the road resurfacing projects.  Mr. Brown stated the roads to be considered were:  approximately 12 miles of CR-250;  Hughes Road, seven miles; and the Mitchell Road approximately 12 miles.  Mr. Brown called attention to the cost of engineering services as well as actual resurfacing costs.  He explained all the preparation for the widening or resurfacing will be done by the Road Department with no actual cost being shown.   Mr. Brown stated the total comes to $1,342,820 to do all three roads.


Mr. Brown discussed options for CR-250 and Hughes Road, leaving out Mitchell Road, the cost would be $883,345 with the widening of CR-250; without the widening of CR-250 the cost would be $797,000.  


Mr. Brown advised the option to do Mitchell Road and Hughes Road that the cost would be $799,345, Mitchell Road and CR-250 the cost would be $914,345.  Mr. Brown recommended this might be the option the county could do.  Mr. Brown stated that Mitchell Road is highly traveled and is the number two road on the list as most highly traveled in a 24-hour period.  Mr. Brown suggested that since the first six miles of Mitchell Road is the most heavily traveled to resurface the first seven miles and also the first seven miles of Hughes Road.  Mr. Brown stated the only correct way to do CR-250 would be to go from one end to the other.  He said the cost to resurface with no widening would be $36,660 per mile.  Where widening is required, including engineering, costs would be $43,000 per mile.  


Chairman Scott requested to ride with Mr. Brown to look at the roads in question to see if the entire road needs work or if only a portion needs to be resurfaced.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to spend $1.3 million on the road project and authorized Mr. Brown to go out for bids on the three roads in question.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 


Mr. Brown advised the Board that at the same time he was going to let bids on Skeen Road for which funding has already been approved.


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider the execution of an agreement with Dial Communications, Inc. for construction of water supply main to the Wal-Mart site on U.S. 129 North.  Mr. Allen stated that all the contract documents on this project have been received and reviewed by the county attorney and are acceptable. 


Commissioner Odom made a motion to approve the execution of the agreement with Dial Communications, Inc. for construction of water supply main to the Wal-Mart site on U.S. 129 North.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott recessed the meeting for a short break.

January 20, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

7:05 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the  meeting back to order.


Next item on the agenda was to open bids for livestock management panels, gates, posts and accessories for the arena at the fairgrounds to be funded by state grant.


Mr. Allen stated that two bids were received.  One from Smitty’s Western Store of Lake City, Florida  for a bid of $26,594 and the other from Fuller Supply Company of Birmingham, Alabama  for a total bid amount of $28,068.


Mr. Allen recommended the bids be turned over to the Sheriff’s Posse members present to go over the bid specs and perhaps award the bid tonight.


Chairman Scott announced the next item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-01 by Fred Koberlein of Norris, Koberlein & Anderson, as agent for Ronald Gore and Sue Gore, to allow a conference center for church and charitable organizations on property zoned A-1.


Mr. Allen stated that this public hearing, along with the next scheduled item, will both be quasi judicial hearings.  Under these proceedings, Mr. Allen explained that each person that speaks will need to be sworn in so that it can be under oath.  Mr. Allen stated the applicant or his agent will come forward and make his presentation.  After the presentation is over, the Board is given the opportunity to ask questions.  After the Board is finished, the audience is given the opportunity to ask questions only.  Mr. Allen explained that after this is over, anyone else wishing to make a statement, under oath, may do so and then those persons will be cross-examined.  Once all of the testimony is over, the public hearing will be closed and the Board will deliberate and make a decision.  If the application is denied, the Board must give a reason and that reason be admitted into public record.  Mr. Allen reported that these are rulings from the Florida Supreme Court and must be followed.


Chairman Scott reiterated that if anyone wishes to make a statement, he or she must approach the podium and be sworn in.  


Attorney Hal Airth swore in Mr. Allen.


Mr. Allen gave the staff report for Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-01 by Fred Koberlein as agent for Ronald Gore and Sue Gore to allow a conference center for church and charitable organizations on property zoned A-1.  Mr. Allen stated that public notice of this request was published in the Suwannee Democrat on December 10, 1997 and proof of publication is part of the record.  On December 10, 1997 a notice was mailed to eight property owners who own property around the site in question.  A certificate of mailing listing these property owners and their addresses is also part of the record.  On December 10, 1997 a sign notifying the public of a hearing was placed in front of the property.  


Mr. Allen stated that he has completed a concurrency review and has determined this project would be in compliance with the level of service standards established by the County Comp Plan.  Mr. Allen went through the certificate of concurrency compliance with the Board at this point.


Fred Koberlein of Norris, Koberlein & Anderson agent for Ronald and Sue Gore was sworn in by Attorney Airth.


Mr. Koberlein stated that he was representing a man with a vision.  Mr. Koberlein said that the Gore’s own forty acres and wish to build a conference center for church and charitable organizations.  Mr. Koberlein introduced Mr. Gore to the Board.  Mr. Gore was sworn in by Attorney Airth.


Mr. Gore said the main mission of the conference center is for men and their sons or friends to have a place to go to learn the basics of life such as, how to get a job and how to have successful fundamentals in life in a Christian-oriented environment.  Mr. Gore stated also it would  teach them how to make minor repairs and understanding the tools of the trade.  He said it is to also encourage fathers to bring back stabilization in the home.  Mr. Gore explained there is no intention of building any large buildings on the site.


Mr. Gore described the screening and the buffering of the property as well as commented that he had been in touch with the fire authorities and there is sufficient entrances into the property in case of a catastrophe.


In answer to a question asked by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Gore responded the buildings that are on the property now, have the capability  of serving overnight guests.


Mr. Gore stated he anticipates between seventy-five and one hundred people at any given time, but has the capacity of a maximum of 150.  Mr. Gore explained this is not a money making venture but a nurturing experience.


After considerable discussion with the Board, Chairman Scott opened the floor for public comments.


There being no one wishing to speak, Chairman Scott closed the public comment portion of the public hearing.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to adopt a resolution to grant Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-01 by Fred Koberlein as agent for Ronald Gore and Sue Gore to allow a conference center for church and charitable organizations on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 98-13).


Chairman Scott recessed the meeting for a short break.

9:05 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and referred back to Item No. 7 on the agenda which was the opening of bids for livestock management panels, gates, posts and accessories for the arena at the fairgrounds.


Mr. Allen reported the committee reviewed the bid from Smitty’s Western Store which was the apparent low bidder.  Mr. Allen advised the committee checked each item and it did meet the bid specs completely.  Mr. Allen recommended the Board award the bid to Smitty’s Western Store in Lake City.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and a second by Commissioner Odom the Board unanimously agreed to go with the low bidder, Smitty’s Western Store at a total bid of $26,594 to supply livestock management panels, gates, posts and accessories for the arena at the fairgrounds.


Chairman Scott announced the next item was to hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution pertaining to Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-02 by Sid Allen, III, as agent for Margaret Allen, to permit a solid waste facility (construction and demolition debris landfill) on property zoned A-1 and A-2.  Chairman Scott reminded everyone this is also a quasi judicial hearing.


Mr. Allen was sworn in by Attorney Airth.


Mr. Allen stated that a notice of public hearing was published in the December 10, 1997 edition of the Suwannee Democrat.  Mr. Allen stated that a proof of publication is part of the record.  On December 10, 1997, certified notices were mailed to twenty property owners who own property adjacent to or near the property in question.  A certificate of mailing listing those property owners and their addresses are also part of the record.  On December 10, 1997, a sign notifying the public of the hearing was placed in front of the property. 


Mr. Allen reported he has completed a concurrency review and determined this project would be in compliance with the level of service standards that have been established by the County Comp Plan.  Mr. Allen reviewed the certificate of concurrency compliance with the Board. 


Chairman Scott asked the applicant to come forward and be sworn in.


Attorney Airth swore in Sid Allen.


Mr. Allen spoke on behalf of himself and his mother, Margaret Allen.  Mr. Allen stated he was asking for a special permit to open a Department of Environmental Protection permitted C & D landfill located on CR-795.  Mr. Allen reminded the Board that he operated a DEP  C & D landfill from August 1992 until September 1997, and they are in the process of final closure of that site which must be completed by February 21, 1998.  Mr. Allen said the present request included that site as well as an additional approximately 287 acres.  Mr. Allen advised the Board that Mr. Peter Hahn will be the engineer on the project.


Mr. Allen said he realized the entire plan is contingent upon the approval by DEP and is merely asking the Board to grant the permit subject to that approval.


Mr. Allen answered several questions for the Board members.


Attorney Airth swore in Peter Hahn, owner of Suwannee Valley Engineering.  Mr. Hahn is a professional engineer having worked on several landfill projects.  Mr. Hahn gave the Board an overview of the site plans for the landfill.


There were some recommendations by the Board in which Mr. Hahn stated that if the special permit was approved by the Board then certainly they could work on fulfilling those recommendations.

Chairman Scott called for a short recess.

January 20, 1998

Live Oak, Florida

10:30 P.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order and reminded Mr. Hahn that he was still under oath.


Mr. Hahn was asked several questions by members of the audience.


Dennis James Price, Professional Geologist was sworn in to give his testimony.  Among his many credentials, Mr. Price relayed to the Board that he was an employee of DEP and also had worked for the water management district.


Mr. Price answered that he has not done any drilling on this particular site, therefore he cannot answer any technical questions about what is underneath the ground.


Mr. Price answered numerous questions for the Commissioners concerning monitoring of the wells.


Several of the adjacent landowners gave their testimony with their main concern being the quality of the well water.


Albert L. Hammond, Jr. was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  Mr. Hammond stated he owns Hammond Appraisal Services and has been an appraiser for thirty years.


Mr. Hammond testified that it is his opinion that land values in the environ area (property adjacent to and located near the landfill site) would deteriorate.


Chairman Scott called for a short recess.

January 20,1998

Live Oak, Florida

12:15 A.M.


Chairman Scott called the meeting back to order.  The Chairman cautioned the audience about the noise.


After more discussion, Chairman Scott closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Baker moved to deny the Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-02 by Sid Allen, III, as agent for Margaret Allen, to permit a solid waste facility on property zoned A-1 and A-2.  Commissioner Baker cited the reasons for denial was the adverse effect on roads over a twenty year period; no way to judge future management except by past practice; and the application does not meet all qualifications.  Commissioner Udell seconded the denial.


Commissioner Hillhouse reminded the other Commissioners there was testimony that the roads could tolerate the traffic and that the Board was not to decide if DEP does its job monitoring.


Commissioner Udell stated there was not material presented that would promote public 

health and safety and the adverse effect on property values.  Commissioner Udell cautioned this denial would not prevent someone else from applying for the same exception.


Commissioner Udell motioned for question.  After a second by Commissioner Baker the call for question passed unanimously.


Commissioners Odom, Hillhouse and Scott are against the denial.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to adopt the resolution to grant the Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-01 by Sid Allen, III, as agent for Margaret Allen, to permit a solid waste facility on property zoned A-1 and A-2.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.


After much discussion, Commissioner Odom called for question and Commissioner Hillhouse seconded.  Call to question carried with Commissioner Udell against.


Commissioners Odom, Hillhouse and Scott voted to adopt the resolution to grant the Special Permit Request No. SP-98-01-01.  Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Baker vote against the request.  Motion is granted in a 3-2 vote.  (See Resolution No. 98-14).


Chairman Scott announced his committee appointments as follows:
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Donald M. Odom, Sr.
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Eddy Hillhouse
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Douglas M. Udell
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Dan Sivyer





Jerry Scott

Edward L. Allen




Eddy Hillhouse
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Jerry Scott

Florida Assoc. Of Counties
Rural Affairs Policy Development


SHIP Task Force

Jerry Scott





Eddy Hillhouse

Eddy Hillhouse - Alternate


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to accept Chairman Scott’s committee appointments.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item was to consider designating a specific place for posting of notices of all meetings.


Mr. Allen advised the Board this refers to not only meetings of the Board of County Commissioners, but also that certain committee meetings must give public notice.  Mr. Allen said he would like the Board to establish a policy that says this is the place to look if there is going to be a committee meeting.  Mr. Allen said that his recommendation would be in the hallway just outside the commission office.


Attorney Airth advised the Board the Statutes designate the front door of the Courthouse for official notices.  

Commissioner Baker made a motion to post the notice of meetings on the bulletin board behind the glass at the front of the Courthouse with County Board staff responsible for posting the notices.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Allen reminded the Board that he was asked at the last meeting to meet with the Judge and come back with a revised proposal for the remodeling of the Courthouse.  Mr. Allen stated the remodeling is mainly on the north side of the Courthouse on the first floor and would involve the areas formerly occupied by the Tax Collector with some work done in Judge Kennon’s office as well as his assistant’s office.  This would require a new door cut to give access into the hearing room and also some carpeting and painting.  The main work would involve creating a Circuit Court Hearing Room with a restroom.  Mr. Allen gave an estimate of $75,000 including engineering fees, however, the cost could be less.  Mr. Allen said his recommendation for security purposes would be to install doors in the hallways that lead to the Clerk of Court, Sheriff’s Deptartment and Supervisor of Elections.  Mr. Allen stated under normal circumstances, these doors would be left open, however if the need arises they would have the capability of locking.


Commissioner Hillhouse was under the impression the renovations would cost more like $45,000.  Judge William R. Slaughter, II agreed with the Commissioner, however he stated he thought Mr. Allen had included some electrical work that he had not taken into account.


Mr. Allen said he had discussed with the maintenance men the electrical panels in the hallway and those will need to be removed and heavier service panels installed.


Judge Slaughter suggested getting the engineering plans started.


Commissioner Hillhouse made a motion to go forward with the engineering plans on the Courthouse renovations.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott called for the consideration of approval of payment of invoices of batch invoices number 98-143 through 98-169 totaling $607,831.72.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

FUND
FUND NUMBER
AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND
110
$227,037.78 

FINE AND FORFEITURE
116
$16,677.14 

STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
118
$19,138.70 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
119
$16,612.74 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND
122
$23,787.34 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
128
$4,330.19 

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
131
$412.03 

ROAD AND BRIDGE
140
$117,187.86 

LIBRARY FUND
171
$77,964.23 

RECREATION FUND
172
$17,903.09 

STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
371
$25,050.00 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
402
$27,262.52 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
403
$34,468.10 


TOTAL:
$607,831.72 


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth to give a report on what the Statutes have to say concerning the election of County Commissioners.


Commissioner Odom made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Scott adjourned the meeting at 1:07 A.M.
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