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December 17, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met for a regular meeting on the above-date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioners Jerry Scott, Douglas M. Udell, Donald M. Odom, Sr., and Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Ray Brown and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Bill Brothers, FFA Advisor, and Kelly Dasher, Drew Jackson, Amy Luther, Jennifer Flowers, Michelle Herndon, Dana Baucom, members of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) Parliamentary Procedure Team from Suwannee High School gave several demonstrations of Roberts’ Rules of Order.


Following the demonstrations, Mr. Brothers clarified several points of parliamentary procedure for the Board members, after which, the Board thanked the Team for their presentation and commended them on their performance.


Chairman Hillhouse then brought up for discussion the adoption of Roberts’ Rules of Order.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of Roberts’ Rules of Order and to have Hal A. Airth, County Attorney serve as the Board’s parliamentarian.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Udell opposed.


Chairman Hillhouse moved on to requests for the addition of agenda items to be heard under Item No. 19, “Additional Agenda Items”.  He announced several requests for proposed additional agenda items as follows, and called for any requests the Commissioners may have:


1)
Chairman to make appointments to Branford Library Committee for 1997;


2)
Adopt a resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider a road closing of the old, abandoned portion of the intersection of CR-136 as requested by Ellis Brigman.  The Board approved the advertising at the last meeting but did not adopt a resolution;


3)
Correction in the appointment of Mary Meeks to the Suwannee County Museum Association;


4)
Discuss a new project by the Council for Progress; and


5)
Discuss the possible purchase of property from John Beaver for a solid waste collection site.


Accordingly, Commissioner Scott motioned that the requested items be added to the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Scott then motioned for approval of the minutes of the meetings held on November 19 and December 3, 1996.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


David Grotefend, Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Programs Director requested adoption of a resolution authorizing SREC to submit an application for Fiscal Year 1997 Community Services Block Grant Act funds in the amount of $5,743 to the Florida Department of Community Affairs. 


After Mr. Grotefend briefly explained the grant, Commissioner Odom motioned that SREC be allowed to apply for the grant.  Commissioner Odom amended his motion to include adoption of the resolution, after which, Mr. Grotefend read the resolution aloud.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-08)


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the following re-appointments:


1)
Dean Papapetrou and Norman Protsman each to four-year terms on the Tourist Development Council; and


2)
Tim Alcorn and Govan Knight each to three-year terms on the Code Enforcement Board.


Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


In consideration of approval of bond for W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, Commissioner Odom motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Next up for discussion was a request by North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership for financial participation in developing a local match.  Chairman Hillhouse explained that in order to apply for the grant, there must be a local match, which has already been achieved at no cost to the county.  Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of the request.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator then approached the podium to discuss the addition of a radio broadcast station as an item by special exception in the Agriculture-1 and Agriculture-2 districts.


After a brief discussion, Commissioner Udell motioned that Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator be authorized to pursue this as requested (the addition of a radio broadcast station as an item by special exception in Agriculture-1 and Agriculture-2 districts).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.
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7:10 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to Land Development Regulations Amendment Number 96-25 by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to amend Sections 4.10.2 and 4.10.5 of the LDRs concerning permitted principal uses and special exceptions in the Commercial Neighborhood (CN) zone district.


Mr. Allen began by informing the Board that this proceeding is not a quasi-judicial proceeding, and then gave his staff report for the proposed amendment.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comment.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve the amendment.  Mr. Allen then read aloud the title to the ordinance amending Sections 4.10.2 and 4.10.5 of the LDRs concerning permitted principal uses and special exceptions in the Commercial Neighborhood (CN) zone district.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 97-06)


The next public hearing was for the purpose of considering adopting an ordinance pertaining to Application Number RZ-96-11-01 by Gary Hamilton, as agent for Thomas H. Eagle, Andrea L. Eagle, William Brady, Lorraine Brady, and Stephen Kiraly, to change zoning of certain lands from Commercial General (CG) to Commercial Intensive (CI).


Mr. Allen was sworn in by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  He then reviewed his staff report and concurrency assessment with the Board.  He reported that notice of the hearing has been duly published, and encouraged the Commissioners to divulge any ex-parte communications or site visits they may have participated in pertaining to this proposed amendment.


Mr. Allen then answered questions posed to him by the Commissioners.


Gary Hamilton, as agent for Thomas H. Eagle, Andrea L. Eagle, William Brady, Lorraine Brady, and Stephen Kiraly was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Hamilton answered the Board’s questions to their satisfaction.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comment.


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the amendment to the Land Development Regulations as recommended.  Mr. Allen then read aloud the title of the proposed Ordinance to change zoning of certain lands from Commercial General (CG) to Commercial Intensive (CI).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 97-07)


The next public hearing was to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend Ordinance Number 92-11, entitled “Suwannee County Land Development Regulations” by amending Section 14.6, entitled “Special Permits for Bulkheads, Docks and Similar Structures” to read “Special Permits” and by adding a new subsection entitled Section 14.6.1, “Special Permits Issued by the Board of County Commissioners”.


Mr. Allen gave his staff report for the proposed amendment, and then answered several questions.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the hearing.


Joe Ragans approached the podium and stressed the need to maintain the quality of water in Suwannee County.


There being no further public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comment.


Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of the amendment as stated in the ordinance (to amend Ordinance Number 92-11, entitled “Suwannee County Land Development Regulations” by amending Section 14.6, entitled “Special Permits for Bulkheads, Docks and Similar Structures” to read “Special Permits” and by adding a new subsection entitled Section 14.6.1, “Special Permits Issued by the Board of County Commissioners”).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Baker asked if the Board would be collecting a fee for hearing the requests for special permits similar to the fee currently charged by the Zoning Board.


Commissioner Udell objected to the consideration of the question and raised a point of order regarding the possibility of changing the motion.  The Chairman explained that raising a point of order involves a parliamentary procedure point.  Mr. Airth, the parliamentarian, agreed with the Chairman.  In order to amend a motion, he explained, you must make a separate motion.


Commissioner Udell motioned to remove home occupancy and conference centers from the list of items that will require a special permit.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.


Motion (for adoption of the amendment as stated in the ordinance to amend Ordinance Number 92-11, entitled “Suwannee County Land Development Regulations” by amending Section 14.6, entitled “Special Permits for Bulkheads, Docks and Similar Structures” to read “Special Permits” and by adding a new subsection entitled Section 14.6.1, “Special Permits Issued by the Board of County Commissioners”) carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 97-08)


Next up for discussion was providing shelter for “dangerous dogs” picked up in compliance with Ordinance Number 96-03.  Mr. Allen reported that the Humane Society has informed him that they will be in full compliance and will operate their shelter for housing any dangerous dogs that may be picked up by the Sheriff’s Department.  In addition, they are working diligently to try to reopen the full scope of the shelter, possibly by the first of the year.


Mr. Allen then brought up for discussion excavation permitting.  He requested clarification as to how restrictive the Board wants to be regarding excavation permitting, for example, commercial fill dirt versus a catfish pond.  After much discussion, the Board decided to form a committee consisting of Ray Brown, Public Works Director, Commissioner Scott, and Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, to investigate the different options and report back to the Board.


Mr. Allen also brought up for discussion contractor licensing.  He explained a change regarding licensing wherein the county will need to either set up a Disciplinary Board to handle disciplinary actions against contractors or give up the licensing process to the State.  Prospective contractors in Suwannee County will then need to take the State examination and become State Certified Contractors.  


There was discussion about the county giving up the right to license, however, Commissioner Udell motioned that a Board be created for licensing contractors locally.  After further discussion, Commissioner Udell dropped his first motion and made another motion to create a local disciplinary Board to regulate licensed contractors at the local level with the Code Enforcement Board as the issuing authority.  Commissioner Udell’s motion was discussed at great length, after which, motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried in a three to two vote with Commissioners Baker and Scott opposed.


Pursuant to the request of John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the grant agreement in the amount of $3,500 to provide an additional public access terminal for Internet connectivity.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director was next on the agenda.  He requested that the Board allow him to contact DOT about a turn lane in Suwannee County at Mitchell Road and Highway 90 West and East 90 at the solid waste collection center.  Commissioner Odom motioned that the Board grant the request to ask DOT for the two items.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried by unanimous vote.


Mr. Brown also requested approval to order four tractors and four mowers off state contract, which are budgeted items.  He also requested that he be allowed to keep one of the mowers and tractors rather than trade them in, and buy a side-arm boom.  While the older equipment cannot be used to mow the roadsides, it can be used for other mowing projects like the Coliseum Complex and the Airport runway.  It was pointed out that the approved budget would need to be reviewed in order to see exactly what purchases have been budgeted.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Mr. Brown’s request subject to moneys that have been previously appropriated in the budget.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Brown then requested approval to purchase seven two-way radios and accessories for the road graders, at a cost of approximately $4,900, which is not a budgeted item.  Approval was given by a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Scott.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.
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Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and moved on to the next item on the agenda, which was Additional Agenda Items, beginning with appointments to Branford Library Committee for 1997:  Sandra Haas, Ernest Kelley, Joe Pete Cannon, Cliff Bradley, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., and John D. Hales, Jr.


The Chairman moved on to the next additional agenda item:  Adoption of a resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider a road closing of the old, abandoned portion of the intersection of CR-136 as requested by Ellis Brigman.  He explained that the Board approved the advertising at the last meeting but did not adopt a resolution.  Mr. Allen read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-07)


Regarding correction in the appointment of Mary Meeks to the Suwannee County Museum Association, Chairman Hillhouse explained that the term was to end December 31, 1997 rather than 1996.  Commissioner Udell motioned to correct the term to 1997.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse brought up for discussion a new project by the Council for Progress.  He described the project as a joint project with the City of Live Oak to fund water and sewer out to Interstate 10, which would require a commitment from the County in order for the project to carry forward.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board make the commitment for the infrastructure.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Odom reported on the recommendation by the Fair Board for use of the Coliseum Complex during the Fair.


Chairman Hillhouse suggested the following items to be presented for discussion at the Legislative Delegation Hearing:


1)
Estimated sales tax, which he feels is counter-productive to economic development;


2)
Article V costs; and


3)
Telecommunications regulation.


He informed the Board that he would be thanking the State on behalf of the county for their funding over the past few years.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Chairman Hillhouse moved on to the staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen updated the Board on the workshop at Dowling Park.  He gave the Board a proposed date of Thursday, February 13, 1997.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court requested that the Board write a letter to the Development Authority requesting from them $18,000 plus interest for rent pursuant to the contract between the Spirit of Suwannee and the Board.  Commissioner Odom motioned that the Board send a letter to the Development Authority requesting $18,000 plus interest.  Commissioner Udell requested that this matter be tabled until the next meeting.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner Odom withdrew his motion.  Chairman Hillhouse requested that Mr. Allen place this matter on the next agenda.


Regarding the possible purchase of property from John Beaver for a solid waste collection site, Chairman Hillhouse reported that Mr. Beaver has requested that the Board make him an offer.  He also explained that the county will be making an inquiry to Florida Rock to see if they have any property available for sale in that area along Interstate 10.  


Commissioner Udell offered to make an offer to Mr. Beaver for $50,000.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney explained that the Board would be obligated to pay Mr. Beaver $50,000 if they make that offer to him and he accepts.  Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.


Mr. Allen pointed out that the process for the land use change on the Frier property is still underway.  It was pointed out that the land use change process should be halted while the county looks into other options.  Commissioner Baker motioned to that effect.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried in a three to two vote with Commissioners Scott and Udell opposed.


In consideration of payment of invoice batch numbers 97-112 through 97-132 totaling $879,757.09, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried by unanimous vote.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

DECEMBER 17, 1996

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$241,437.53 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$32,706.77 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$9,113.93 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$2,505.55 

	LAW EDUCATION
	
	$93.02 

	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	
	$12,756.67 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$119,226.23 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$169,178.32 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$9,295.64 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$19,153.03 

	LANDFILL CLOSURE
	
	$120,600.00 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$7,912.87 

	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	
	$53,815.00 

	RENOVATIONS-CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$9,000.00 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$27,834.01 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$8,356.83 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$19,570.67 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$17,201.02 

	TOTAL:
	
	$879,757.09 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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