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October 1, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Chairman Fowler and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first order of business was additional agenda items.  Chairman Fowler announced the following proposed additional items to the agenda to be heard under Item 14:


Consider approval of a contract with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Sevices for Disbursements of Appropriated Funds.


The next item on the agenda was approval of the minutes of the following meetings:


1.
September 9, 1996 Interviews for County Attorney Position;


2.
September 17, 1996 Interviews for Agriculture/4-H Position;


3.
September 17, 1996 Public Hearing; and


4.
September 17, 1996 Regular Meeting.


Commissioner Roberson had several changes to the minutes:


On page 35, it should be noted that the county attorney was elected by paper ballot;


On pages 37 and 38, the rescue assessment should be “0”;


On page 38, the assessment for fire protection should be $50 urban and $25 rural; and


On page 47, Commissioner Grinstead seconded the vote.  (Although Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk did not find a second on the tape from the meeting of September 17, 1996, Commissioner Grinstead reaffirmed that he did second the vote when questioned by Commissioner Roberson during the present meeting.)


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the minutes, subject to the changes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented the award for employee of the month to Harry Lang of the Public Works Department.  Mr. Lang was described by his co-workers as a motivated operater who does a good job.  Mr. Lang thanked the Board for their recognition.


Chairman Fowler then presented a plaque to Robert S. Tervola, County Extension Director in recognition of being a recipient of the 1996 Distinguished Service Award.  He commended Mr. Tervola for his excellent service to the county.  Mr. Tervola thanked the Board for their recognition.


Windell Musgrove, Forest Area Supervisor for the Suwannee County Division of Forestry presented the annual forestry report.  Chairman Fowler commended Mr. Musgrove for the Forestry Service’s fire service assistance to the county.


Next, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator asked the Board’s consideration of preliminary plat approval of River Woods Unit II Subdivision developed by Dowling Park Village Square, Inc.  Regarding the road construction in the subdivision, T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director confirmed that the plans for road construction in the proposed subdivision is in compliance, as far as he can determine.


Jim Skank of the Advent Christian Village pointed out two exceptions requested as part of preliminary plat approval:  1)  That the streets and rights-of-way remain privately owned rather than dedicated to the county; and 2)  That the curb and gutter section be eliminated from all of the road profiles.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the preliminary plat of River Woods Unit II Subdivision.


Mr. Allen then asked the Board to consider approval of a revised purchase agreement of Little River Springs.  He reported that settlement is scheduled for tomorrow.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned for approval of the revised purchase agreement of Little River Springs.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen then reviewed for the Board several options for use of the Coliseum Complex by the Suwannee County Fair Association.  He explained three options:


1.
The Fair Association would give 25% of their net profits to the county for maintenance of the facilities;


2.
The Fair Association would pay a flat rental for the facilities based on the county’s rental rates charged to other non-profit organizations, totaling $710 per day, with the county maintaining the facilities and providing utilities and supplies; and


3.
The Fair Association would pay a daily rental fee for the Rodeo Arena, Coliseum, Exhibition II, Exhibition I, and the grounds, totaling $550 per day, with the county maintaining the buildings and utilities.  The Fair Association would be responsible for maintaining and furnishing utilities for the other facilities used during the fair.


After a brief discussion, it was decided that Mr. Allen would bring the options before the Fair Board and report back to the Board in November.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court requested approval of a resolution proclaiming the month of October, 1996 as “State Forest Awareness Month”.  Clerk Henderson read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-01)


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director was next on the agenda to request permission to advertise for bids for shredding or disposal of waste tires.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board authorize T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director to advertise for bids for shredding or disposal of waste tires.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Sikes also requested approval of payment of Pay Request No. 5 in the amount of $191,675.26 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on the landfill closure project, which brings the project up to 87% completion.  Commissioner Udell so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.
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10:00 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the text of the Land Development regulations in Section 13.4 entitled “Notice of Hearing”.


Mr. Allen gave his staff report for the proposed amendment, and then read the title of the proposed ordinance aloud.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the ordinance pertaining to amendment of the text of the Land Development regulations in Section 13.4 entitled “Notice of Hearing”.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 97-01)


Mr. Allen then updated the Board on a development in the purchase of the Little River Springs property.  He reported that the road right-of-way was never deeded to the county and consequently that right-of-way will need to be included in the purchase.  As a result, the State will be approximately $900 short.  The State has accordingly requested that the county authorize the expenditure of an additional $1,000, which will be reimbursed by the State.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned that the Board honor the State’s request to authorize an additional $1,000 (regarding the purchase of the Little River Springs property).  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler then opened the discussion for an amendment to the moratorium on C & D landfills.  He explained that when the emergency ordinance was presented to him at the last meeting he did not realize the moratorium contained the following language on page three:  “Whereas it is feared that if a moratorium is not imposed immediately, additional special exceptions will be granted to persons for opening new construction and demolition landfills.”.  He suggested an amendment to correct the misunderstanding.  He stressed that it was not his intent to shut down the existing C & D landfills, only to bring them into compliance.


There was a great deal of discussion both in favor of an amendment and in favor of the original moratorium.  Mr. Allen reported to the Board on the operating status of the existing C & D landfills, including two that are permitted by D.E.P. but not the county, and one that has no permit from either the D.E.P. or the county.


Sid Allen, an owner of one of those C & D landfills referenced by Ed Allen approached the podium.  He stated that he worked with Suwannee County extensively to open his landfill.  He stressed that his landfill, which has been permitted by D.E.P. for four years, was originally opened in order to dispose of the demolition debris from the old Suwannee County High School, and he has always operated according to the D.E.P. guidelines.  The county erred, he continued, by not requiring a special exception.  Mr. Allen clarified that his landfill is only 3.5 acres.  He requested that he be allowed to bring his landfill into compliance.


Mr. Allen answered several questions for the Commissioners regarding the operation of his landfill.  He explained that the landfill is generally open five days a week and is manned with a site attendant.  He estimated that the landfill receives approximately ten loads per day.


Don Wainwright, also a C & D landfill operator, explained that he is permitted by D.E.P. and Suwannee County.  He stressed that it is a matter of public record that he operates his landfill safely and properly.  Mr. Wainwright felt that Mr. Allen should have the right to apply for a special exception, however, did not feel he should be allowed to operate until he has received the special exception.


Mr. Wainwright read aloud portions of a report by D.E.P. regarding Sid Allen’s landfill:  indicating hundreds of paint cans, strong diesel smell and dead animals, dark black oily water, oil containers, antifreeze, caulk tubes, paint, diapers, drink containers and spray adhesive.  The report indicated that an army would be needed to clean up the site.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney clarified that the ordinance amending the moratorium specifies that the C & D landfill operators will have seven days to apply for a special exception, and if it is granted, they will then be able to operate.


Sid Allen briefly responded to the portions of the D.E.P. report read aloud by Mr. Wainwright.  He pointed out that since his landfill has ceased operating, that same debris is being dumped in another landfill in Suwannee County.


Mr. Airth then counseled the Board regarding what constitutes an emergency ordinance.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the ordinance (amending the moratorium on special exceptions) prepared by Mr. (Hal) Airth be approved..  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Roberson urged the Board not to pass the ordinance because this is not an emergency situation.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director clarified his part in Sid Allen’s landfill.  He stated that during the demolition of the Suwannee High School building, D.E.P. indicated that Mr. Allen’s site would be suitable for the demolition debris.  He stressed that he has no knowledge of any discussion of that site becoming anything other than a one-time disposal site for the old school building.


Chairman Fowler interjected that Chris Holley, former Suwannee County Coordinator, has accepted responsibility for the situation.


There was a three to two vote with Commissioners Grinstead and Roberson opposed.


Mr. Airth clarified that the ordinance will now have to come back before the Board in a public hearing since the ordinance did not pass in at least a four-fifths vote, which is a requirement for an emergency ordinance.  Any language in the ordinance referencing an emergency will need to be removed.


Commissioner Udell motioned that all holders of D.E.P. permits for C & D landfills be allowed to file for special exceptions pending an ordinance to that effect.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried in a three to two vote with Commissioners Grinstead and Roberson opposed.


Chairman Fowler announced the “Additional Agenda Items” portion of the meeting:  Consideration of approval of a contract with the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Sevices for Disbursements of Appropriated Funds.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator explained the contract to the Board, after which, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motioned was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Maria Tepper approached the podium and once again requested that the Board remove the stumps from the front of her house.  She explained that the school bus cannot safely make the necessary turn because of the debris and requested that the Board vote that the trash be removed today.


Mr. Sikes reported that he has spoken with the bus driver regarding the problem she has had turning the bus around.  The bus driver suggested removing a tree as a solution to the problem.  He pointed out that the school bus, which is especially long, would not be able to turn around in the cul-de-sac, without making a three-point turn, even if the debris is removed.  He suggested widening the approach to the cul-de-sac rather than taking down a tree, which would allow the bus driver to make a three point turn.


Bob Brown addressed the approval of $11,307 for gutters and downspouts at the Live Oak Library.  With 1250 feet of gutter work, the price per foot would be approximately $9.00 per foot, which he felt was excessive.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries responded that the gutters in question work out to $7.35 per linear foot on the base propsal.  The alternate proposal works out to $7.31 per linear foot.  The publication entitled, “Means Building Construction Cost Data”, an architectural handbook used for estimating cost, estimates that the cost for 6” aluminimum gutters at $7.48 per linear foot.  Mr. Hales offered to let Mr. Brown review the handbook.


George Fuller, owner of a small consulting service commended the county employees, specifically Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator for going out of their way to work with the tax payers.


There being no further public comments at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comments.


The next item on the agenda was presentation of staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  He reported that Kenneth City has accepted the county’s bid on the fire equipment.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director submitted his resignation to the Board, effective the end of October.  He regretted not being able to give more notice, and expressed that it has been his pleasure to work for the county.


The Board commended Mr. Sikes for his work for the county and wished him the best of luck in his future endeavors.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board immediately advertise for a Suwannee County Public Works Director.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  


After a lengthy discussion regarding the cutoff date for accepting applications, Commissioner Udell motioned for a three-week cutoff date.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries gave the Board an update on the Live Oak Library.  He estimated the library would be ready for dedication by the middle of November.


This being his first official meeting as county attorney, Hal A. Airth assured the Board that he will endeavor to do the best job possible for the county.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch number 96-000463 through 96-000482 totaling $726,127.39, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

OCTOBER 1, 1996

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$252,021.86 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$15,953.90 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$19,620.83 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$39.45 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$12,021.98 

	LAW EDUCATION
	
	$125.13 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$67,435.05 

	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	
	$5,320.56 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$910.49 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$31,193.27 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$7,578.81 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$7,081.17 

	RECREATION GRANT
	
	$5,314.36 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$12,500.00 

	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	
	$51.29 

	RENOVATIONS DEBT SERVICE FUND
	
	$168,561.59 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$0.46 

	INFASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
	
	$2,877.88 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$87,644.61 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$15,554.02 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$14,320.68 

	TOTAL:
	
	$726,127.39 

	
	
	



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 11:50 a.m.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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