9:05 A.M.


	The Value Adjustment Board met on the above date and time and the following were present:  Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Barry Baker, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.,  County Attorney Hal Airth, School Board Member J.M. Holtzclaw, and School Board Member  Jerry Taylor.  


	The meeting was called to order by County Attorney Hal Airth.  The first order of business was to elect a chairman.  Commissioner Odom nominated Eddy Hillhouse and Commissioner Baker seconded the nomination, with all members agreeing.  


	Chairman Hillhouse explained that the Value Adjustment Board is established by the Statutes of the State of Florida and consists of three members of the Board of County Commissioners and two members of the School Board.  The statutes require the chairman of the Value Adjustment Board be selected from the members of the Board of County Commissioners.  He stated the Clerk of the Circuit Court will act as the Clerk to the Value Adjustment Board and the County Attorney will act as counsel for the Board.  Chairman Hillhouse stated the three members from the Board of County Commissioners are himself, Commissioner Barry Baker and Commissioner Donald M.  Odom, Sr.  The two members from the School Board are Board Member Jerry Taylor and Board Member J.M. Holtzclaw.


	Chairman Hillhouse explained the Value Adjustment Board has the authority to consider only the matters before them, such as petitions on denial of exemptions, petitions on denial of agricultural classification, petitions for reduction of assessment to fair market value, and consideration of denial of homestead exemption.  He stated that all testimony will be recorded by Mr. Leo Powell, Court Reporter.  Chairman Hillhouse explained the petitioner has the burden of proof and will present their case first.  The petitioner and any witnesses will be subject to cross-examination.  The Property Appraiser will then be permitted to present his case, and he and his witnesses will be subject to cross-examination.  Each party will have the opportunity for rebuttal, and all testimony must be under oath, which will be administered by the County Attorney. Each petitioner must identify himself for the record and give the parcel number for the property he appears here in reference to.  	The Board will defer making any decisions on any petition until the conclusion of all testimony, at which time a decision conference will be held.  The Value Adjustment Board will render a written decision to each petitioner within twenty days after the hearing.  All agricultural exemptions will be heard first; homestead exemptions will be second and assessed values will be heard last.


	Attorney Airth next explained the duties and limitations of the Value Adjustment Board. He stated the Value Adjustment Board has the authority to consider only matters that are before them in the form of petitions filed by property owners, and has no power to fix the original valuation of property for ad valorem tax purposes, nor to grant an exemption not authorized by law.  He said the Board is bound by the same standards as the property appraiser in determining value for granting exemptions on the basis of a hardship to a particular taxpayer.  He explained that each petitioner and the property appraiser is entitled to be represented by counsel.  Mr. Larry Levy will serve as counsel for the property appraiser.


	The Board then proceeded to hear the following petitions:  


	97-01- Eustice Gamble, representing Michael Gamble, was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He requested agricultural exemption on the 5 1/2 acres which was deeded to his son because it is still part of the family farm which was inherited when his father passed away.  Board Member Taylor asked why the 5 1/2 acres was not determined agricultural, and it was explained by Attorney Levy that it was because of the warranty deed.  Mr. Gamble stated he retains life estate on the property, which Mr. Airth asked if he could enter into evidence.  Mr. Gamble did not submit any evidence.


	97-03- Richard Perry Sr. and Evelyn K. Perry;  Mr. Perry was  sworn in by Attorney  Airth.   Mr. Perry presented pictures as evidence,  requesting agricultural exemption.  Board Member Taylor questioned why Mr. Perry was denied agricultural exemption and it was explained that he had not stated all of the previous information when filling out his forms.   Mr. Jenkins stated that each parcel of property is examined separately. Mr. Perry’s land is 10 acres and Mr. Jenkins stated that he believes 11 acres and up is determined agricultural.  Mr. Perry stated he had been advised that 10 acres is the break point for agricultural exemption.  


	97-04- John W. Misinec-no one present.


	97-05- Samuel Sparkman- no one present.


	97-06- Helen Mungin was sworn in by Attorney Airth .  She stated her property was agricultural exempt when purchased in 1989, with trees being planted in 1990.  She stated the property was deemed agricultural up until this year.  Mr. Jenkins stated that 16 1/2 acres is the minimum to be determined a tree farm.  Board Member Odom asked if she had applied for agricultural  exemption in 1996;  she stated she did and it was denied.  


	97-07 - Thomas Jessie Goldbold came forward and was sworn in by Attorney Airth. Mr. Godbold stated his land is being used for agricultural purposes as it has been for over 100 years 


Mr. Godbold  stated he is acting as representative for Petitioner #97-08, Wanda Nell Ward, and 97-11, Vonnie McElveen, both of whom are his sisters.


	97-08- Wanda Nell Ward, represented by Thomas Jesse Godbold.


	97-09- Edith Mercer-no one present.


	97-10-  Lois Manning came forward and was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  She passed out a package of papers to each Board member present.  She stated her agricultural exemption had been denied although her property is and has always been used for agricultural purposes, yielding grass seed and hay.  She stated her land was purchased in May 1996, and was deemed agriculturally exempt up until this year. 


	97-11-  Vonnie Adel McElveen-represented by Thomas Jesse Godbold.


	97-12- Mirella Brummage came forward and was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  She requested consideration for keeping her property deemed agricultural.  She stated she has owned 


the property since 1982, and it was deemed agricultural since that time.  Velma Ford from Mr. Jenkins office stated the land had not been classified agricultural since 1982.  


	Chairman Hillhouse called for a 5 minute recess at 10:00 A.M.


10:10 A.M.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order.


	97-13 - Sylvia Newell was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  She stated her land had continuously been used agriculturally for the last 7 years.  She stated she had never applied for agricultural exemption but did apply this year .  Jerry Taylor questioned if she had received notice for agricultural exemption before and she said this is the first year she had received this notice. She asked Mr. Jenkins if she falls into the agriculture category, and Mr. Jenkins stated that in his opinion she does not.  Mrs. Newell submitted evidence to substantiate her case to the Board.


	97-14- Guy Cooper was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He said he believes his property should be deemed agricultural because it adjoins his parent’s property and is used as a family farm.


	97-15-Kenneth Cope - represented by Mr.  Clayton Logan.  Mr. Logan was sworn in by Attorney Hal Airth, as was his wife, in case she should be called as a witness.   Mr. Logan stated he leases the property owned by Mr. Cope, and has power of attorney to act on Mr. Cope’s 


behalf.  Mr. Logan stated he believes this operation is a bonafide agricultural operation.  He submitted a 10 page document as evidence.  


	Mr. Jenkins stated for clarification that Mr. Cope’s property is assessed at fair market value in his opinion.


	97-16- Anetha Warner Whitaker was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  She stated she is also representing her sisters, Patricia Pressley and Susie Baxter.  She stated the land had been inherited from her father and had been previously classified agricultural.  Board Member Holtzclaw asked when the land was deeded to her and her sisters and was told 10 years ago.   


	97-17 Patricia Pressley-was represented by her sister Anetha Warner Whitaker.


	97-18-Susie Baxter-was represented by her sister Anetha Warner Whitaker.


	Chairman Hillhouse called for a 5 minute break at 11:00 A.M.


11:10 A.M.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and asked if the representative for Barry Joye could speak next and all present agreed.


	97-27, 97-28, 97-29, & 97 30- David Barber was sworn in as representative for Mr. Barry Joye.  Mr. Barber stated Mr. Joye had purchased the land in 1996 and it was in use as an agricultural operation.  He stated Mr. Joye had missed the March 1 deadline in filing for agricultural exemption.


	97-19-C.G. Howell appeared next and was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  Board Member Baker stated Mr. Howell is a close family friend and asked to be excused from hearing Mr. Howell’s request.  Mr. Howell stated the land he purchased adjoins his land and he feels it should all be classified agricultural.  Mr. Jenkins stated he believed he had made a mistake and feels this property should be re-classified agricultural.  


	97-20- William H. Blackburn was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated his property was purchased in the 1970’s for agricultural purposes, specifically planted pines.  He requested that the board consider classifying this property as agricultural since he intends to use it for the same purpose in the future.  Board Member Taylor asked if the property had been classified agricultural exempt in the past and was told that as far as Mr. Blackburn knows, it was.  According to Mr. Jenkins, it did not have an agricultural classification the past several years.  


	97-23- Sidney Wilson was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated he purchased the property in 1978, with planted pines.  He requested the Board consider re-classifying his land as agricultural.


	97-42-George Graham was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated he deeded 15 acres to his daughter, leaving him 10 acres, which he understands is  below the limit to be classified agricultural.  He asked the  Board to consider re-classifying his property as agricultural.


	97-02-Norman E. Webb- no one present.


	97-21- James K. Shannon-was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  requesting classification for homestead exemption.


	97-22  American Evangelistic Association was represented by Dr. John Douglas.  Dr. Douglas was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  His request was that the acreage be given homestead exemption because the church parsonage is located on the property.   Board Member Baker questioned how the parsonage would be considered homestead exempt.  Mr. Jenkins stated Dr. Douglas had requested homestead exemption under a religious order.  Board Member Baker questioned Dr. Douglas as to whether the American Evangelistic Association actually owns the property and was told by Dr. Douglas they do own the property with the house, but are under contract to purchase the church building from the Ephesians Four Association.


	97-24- Kathy Matthews was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  She stated she did not realize she had to file for homestead exemption since she had just purchased the house.  She had missed the March 1 deadline.


	97-25-Robert Rashbrook was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated he purchased his house in 1993.  He stated he did not understand about homestead allowance since he is not from this country.  He missed the deadline by two weeks, and requested the Board consider reclassifying his property homestead exempt since he was not aware of the law.


	97-26-  Brent Wainwright came forward and was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated he applied for homestead exemption late because he was not aware of the deadline.  He requested the Board consider re-classifying his property as homestead exempt.


	97-36-  Sally Whitman was sworn in by Attorney  Airth. She stated she was misinformed about filing for homestead exemption and therefore was late in filing.  She requested the Board consider granting homestead exemption at this time.  Mr. Jenkins furnished a letter from the Clerk’s office informing new property owners of the benefits they may or may not be eligible for, one of which is homestead exemption.


	97-38-Robert  James Collins, Jr.-was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  He stated he is a first time homeowner and did not know about filing for homestead exemption.


	97-31-  G. E Grondin did not appear.


	97-32- Archie Brussells was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  Mr. Brussells’ property is classified Residential-Non-Commercial.  Mr. Brussells stated his property is unimproved agricultural property.  Attorney Airth asked about Mr. Brussells previous employment and was told he had been employed by a bank in Jacksonville.


	97-33- Genesis Eldercar-no one present.


	97-34- Lawrence J. and Barbara Migedt-no one present.


	97-35- Lance Frier was sworn in by Attorney Airth.  Mr. Frier stated his property is only 1.59 acres on a graded road.  He asked the Board to consider lowering the value of this property because of a large sinkhole on the property.


	97-37- George Greene-dismissed.


	97-40- Live Oak Associates-no one present.


	97-41- Village Oaks Apts.-Withdrawn.


	This concluded the petitioners to come before the Board.


	Chairman Hillhouse asked what date would be best to re-convene.  It was suggested to meet at 1:00 P.M. Friday. Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to recess until Friday, October 3, 1997,  at 1:00 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Odom.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting recessed at 12:30 P.M.


								______________________________


								EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN


								SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD 									OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS


ATTEST:





------------------------------------------


W. RANDY HENDERSON,


CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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