PAGE  
131
Book 22, Page          

September 23, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


5:15 P.M.


The Suwanne County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a hearing on the Final Budget, and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, Clerk of Court Randy Henderson, Chief Deputy of Finance Dianne Herring, and Deputy Clerk Linda Hale. 


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting to order and announced the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the millage rate for 1997-98 and the budget for 1997-98.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing portion of the meeting.


Clerk Henderson came forward to explain the budget and to answer any questions.  He explained the total operating budget amount is $13,062,018.  He also explained the fund balance analysis is the final fund balance after approving the budget.


Mr. George Fuller came forward to ask a question regarding the funding for the Recreation Department .  He stated part of the request for the Recreation department funding was for $48,000 for uniforms for a particular program and asked if the county was buying uniforms for athletic programs.  He said he felt the kid’s parents should be responsible for paying for these uniforms.  Ms. Herring explained that parents do actually pay for the uniforms, and sponsorship also plays a part.


Clerk Henderson asked to make a comment regarding the Tae Kwon Do program at the Recreation Department.  He stated his feeling is that the Recreation Department should be the ones to collect and distribute the money as they do in all other athletic activities instead of the Tae Kwon Do Manager paying a percentage of their revenues to the Recreation Department.  


With no further comments from the public, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.

 
First item on the agenda was to consider adoption by resolution of the millage rate of 9.050 for Fiscal Year 1997-98, stating the percent of change at 3.98%.


Commissioner Odom motioned to adopt the resolution, with Commissioner Baker seconding the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-43)


Next item was to consider adoption by resolution the 1997-98 budget as advertised.


Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt the budget of $22,980,451 as advertised for 1997-98.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-44)


The next item to consider was the adoption of a resolution to provide funding for solid waste collection, recycling and disposal services through non-ad valorem assessments.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the Resolution No. 89-20 in the amount of $115.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott, and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-45)


The next item to consider was the adoption of a resolution to provide funding for fire protection services through non-ad valorem assessments.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve adoption of the resolution.  Commissioner Scott seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-46)


Next for consideration was adoption of a resolution to provide funding for ambulance, rescue, and advanced life support services and facilities through non-ad valorem assessments, amount-$0.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Odom seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-47)


Chairman Hillhouse reminded the members present of the Value Adjustment Board Hearings scheduled for September 30, 1997 at 9:00 A.M.  He also mentioned a memo would be forthcoming informing them of a meeting at 6:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 14, 1997 to look at RFP requests Mr. Brown is working on for Solid Waste  changes; and at 7:00 P.M. on October 14,  recommendations from the Subdivision Committees will be heard for changes they are requesting.  Mr. Udell mentioned a meeting scheduled on October 3, 1997 at 9:00 A.M.  Commissioner Baker stated that on Saturday, September 27, 1997 a cleanup is scheduled to pick up garbage on Walker St., Irving St. and Scriven St. at 7:30 A.M.  


Commissioner Udell expressed concern about the hostile atmosphere at the last Board meeting, and asked if it would be possible to have a Deputy attend future meetings when controversial matters were being discussed.  Chairman Hillhouse mentioned  it had been done before, and he also stated there had been discussion about installing a panic button in the Board Room.  


At 5:50 P.M. Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.









__________________________









EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:






SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD









OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

131

