PAGE  
105
Book 22, Page 

September 9, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


7:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular meeting.  The following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse,  Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Doug Udell, Commissioner Barry Baker, County Attorney Hal Airth, and Deputy Clerk Linda Hale.


The prayer and pledge of allegiance to the American flag were led by Chairman Hillhouse.


Chairman Hillhouse called for any additional agenda items to be heard under Item No. 11, Additional Agenda Items.  


Mr. Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, requested that Item No.2 on the agenda regarding the adoption of an ordinance pertaining to Rezoning Request No. Rz-97-08-01 (RZ970103) be dropped at this time to be heard at a later date.


Mr. Allen also requested a change from Conservation to Environmentally Sensitive Area 2 and Agriculture-1 for property privately owned by the Charles Bernice Warner Estate.  Mr. Allen requested the Board consider whether to forward the application, referred to herein as Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 97-3, to the Department of Community Affairs for review and comment.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing for discussion on CPA 97-3.  There were no comments and Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing. 
Commissioner Udell made a motion that an application be filed with the Department of Community Affairs for correction of the land use of the property  as requested by Mr. Allen in the application without comment by the Department of Community Affairs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen came forward to speak pertaining to Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 97-4 for the Trustees of Old Sugar Mill Land Trust  (Ronnie Poole and Daniel Crapps)  to request a change in the designation of the Land Use Map from Agriculture 2 to Residential 1 and to change the boundary of the Designated Urban Development Area to include property currently designated Agriculture 1 to Residential 1.  Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider whether to forward the application to the Department of Community Affairs for review and comment.  At this time Mr. Allen mentioned that  he should have been sworn in on this request and the previous request as described in Item No. 3.  Mr. Allen was sworn in retroactively by County Attorney Hal Airth.



Ronnie Poole came forward and was sworn in by Mr. Airth in order to answer any questions regarding the proposed zoning change.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing for CPA 97-4, and with no comment from the public, closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the request for the amendment, forward it to the Department of Community Affairs and ask for no comment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse stated a public hearing was to be held at 7:00 P.M. to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to the assessment of Court Facility Charges


Anita Summers, Chief Deputy, spoke in behalf of Clerk Randy Henderson to discuss the ordinance pertaining to the Court Facility Charge to increase county court facility fees in Circuit Court and County Court.  She stated the money would be set aside for Courthouse renovations, and that a grant had been applied for and is expected.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing for discussion of the ordinance and with no comments, the public hearing was closed. 


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the ordinance as requested.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance  No. 97-17)


Ms. Summers stated she had an additional agenda item she would like to discuss.  She asked the Board to consider proclaiming the week of September 17- 23rd, 1997 as Constitution Week.


Commissioner Udell motioned to proclaim the week of September 17-23, 1997 as Constitution Week.  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse called for a recess.

8:05 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and moved down to Agenda Item No. 8 to consider approval of the annual contract with the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services for services provided by the Suwannee County Health Department. 


 Elaine Robinson, Assistant to the Board of County Commissioners, stated she had talked to Nancy McCullers from the Health Department and she would not be present. 


 Commissioner Scott motioned to approve the annual contract as requested. Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was to consider approval of the contract with State Construction System for construction of the new Branford Library.  Mr. Airth mentioned two changes had been incorporated in the contract:  dealing with the completion time which had been 90 days originally with an imposed penalty of $75.00 per day; and changing the completion time to 225 days with a penalty of $250.00 per day.  


Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the contract with State Construction System as requested.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse stated the next item on the agenda was to consider approving the appointment of Commissioner Barry Baker to serve on the Suwannee River R C & D Council.


 Commissioner Scott motioned that Commissioner Baker be appointed to fill the  position.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  


Chairman Hillhouse announced the first item to be heard under the additional agenda items was to consider employment of an engineer to prepare plans and specifications for the widening and upgrading of Skeen Road . 


 Mr. Allen stated the engineers working on the Wal-Mart project had informed him that the Department of Transportation is insisting there be a traffic signal placed at the location of Skeen Road and U.S. 129.  A traffic signal study plan will have to be prepared to finalize permitting with the Department of Transportation.  Mr. Allen stated that he and Mr. Brown had discussed using the same engineering firm that is doing the site work for Wal-Mart.  Mr. Allen reported that he asked the firm for a proposal of their costs for amending their existing contract for engineering services on the water line to include the work on Skeen Road.  Mr. Allen mentioned that it is in the plans to include a right and a left turn lane.  Mr. Allen also stated the engineers had asked him if the county would be responsible for payment for the installation of the traffic signal, and he informed the engineers he did not believe the county would consider paying for the installation.  Mr. Allen reported that D.E.P. has issued the water permit.


Commissioner Udell made a motion to approve the engineering fees for Skeen Road up to $16,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Next item on the agenda was to consider advertising for bids for the water and sewer main extension for the Wal-Mart Project.  


Mr. Allen stated the plans are ready and it is time to request Board approval in order to advertise for bids.  He reported bids are scheduled to be opened at the regular Board Meeting on October 21, 1997 at 7:00 P.M. and the bid specs call for the bids to be good for 90 days. 


Commissioner Scott motioned the Board grant the request to advertise for bids for the water and sewer main extension for the Wal-Mart Project.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen added he had requested the engineers give him a proposal of engineering fees for the cost of extending the utilities from Wal-Mart and where they stop now at Huddle House, north up both sides of US 129 , so that all existing business can be serviced.  He mentioned that he should have information on this matter by the next meeting.


Commissioner Baker recommended increasing funding for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department from $1,500 to $5,000.  He stated the Fire Committee wants to make an additional amendment  to require the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department  to provide an accounting of their funds for the last five years.


 Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of increasing the funding for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department from $1,500 to $5,000.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse stated the next item on the agenda was to consider revising the grant agreement between the county and volunteer fire departments.


Commissioner Baker made a motion the Board advise the Clerk of Court not to accept any of the old grant agreements or pay out any money to the volunteers until the Board can review them and make a recommendation..  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse asked the Board to consider setting up a committee to look at different arenas and make a recommendation on the $50,000 grant received from the Posse’s work  through the Department of Agriculture.  Chairman Hillhouse stated he wanted to recommend for the Board’s approval Commissioner Odom, Ed Allen, Bill Warner, Govan Knight and Elizabeth Smith for the committee. 


Commissioner Udell made a motion for approval of the recommendation by Chairman Hillhouse.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion  carried unanimously.


A public hearing was scheduled at 8:00 P.M. to consider adoption of an ordinance to establish the disciplinary process for the licensing of contractors by the county.  Mr. Allen stated the state now requires that counties who want to continue to license contractors locally through the county registration process now have to adopt procedures for the disciplining of those registered contractors.   A new ordinance has been proposed that would set up the necessary procedures and has been sent to the state for review .  The county attorney has also reviewed the ordinance.  Mr. Allen stated that additional costs would be incurred due to the added responsibilities.  Mr. Allen proposed the following:  1.  Cost for an application for a contractors license be increased from $30  to $100;  2.  For renewal he recommended an increase from $10 per year to $100 every two years;  3.  For inactive contractors charge $50 every two years to keep their license on file;  4.  For late renewals a sliding scale:  for licenses due to be renewed by June 30 , renewal would be $100 for two years; in July it would go to $125, then up $10 per month thereafter until it reached a maximum in March of $200. 


 Mr. Allen recommended the Board consider approval of the ordinance as presented.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing  to anyone wishing to speak.  No one came forward and Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of the ordinance to establish competency and qualification of building contractors as recommended by Mr. Allen.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously. (See Ordinance No. 97-18)


Next item for consideration was the adoption of an ordinance to implement the issuance of citations by the Code Enforcement Officer.


  Mr. Allen recommended the issuance of citations .  He stated the individual receiving the citation would be entitled to a hearing if he feels he has not violated any county ordinance.  Mr. Allen stated the penalty cannot exceed $500 per day  per violation.  Mr. Allen also stated this proposed ordinance was submitted to the County Judge, to the Clerk of Court and the County Attorney for review.  


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing for discussion of the proposed ordinance. 


Bill Brayshaw and Jewell Higgins spoke to the Board asking them to reconsider adopting the proposed ordinance.  


Bill Green asked the Board to table the proposal through one more meeting to give the public more time to review the proposed ordinance.


Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned the Board table the discussion until the September 16, 1997 meeting.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the meeting for public comment.  There being no public comment at this time, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Ray Brown, Public  Works Director, mentioned that inmates are presently being bussed in to do work  for the Road Department.  He discussed an available option from the Mayo Correction Facility where Suwannee County can be guaranteed 10 inmates per day, plus a guard, to work  for the Road Department,  with the only cost being the guard’s salary.  He recommended the Board act right away to pursue this option.


Commissioner Udell motioned for the Board to allow Mr. Brown to pursue this option.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker. The motion carried unanimously. 


Danny Hales, Director of Libraries, reported the public access to the Internet is up and running.  


With no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 P.M.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.  The motion  carried unanimously.  
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