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September 4, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


5:15 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for the 1998 Tentative Budget Hearing and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Doug Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker,  Hattie  Law, Deputy Clerk, and Linda Hale, Deputy Clerk .  Also present were W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court and E. Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy of Finance.


Clerk Henderson stated there were four areas that need to be discussed from the previous meeting.:


1.  Clerk Henderson stated that General Fund 001 increased $50,000 because of the Rodeo Arena Grant acquired by the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Posse.


2.  Clerk Henderson reported that $2,798 from the General Fund 001 was transferred  to Recreation Fund 172 to cover approved employee raises. (He advised the Board that Fund 172 has no available reserve.)


3.  Recreation Fund 172 was reduced by $107,500 in capital improvements by City of Live Oak, which was not received.


4.  Clerk Henderson reported the Tourist Development Fund 131 was reduced by $4,000 due to the reduction in administrative costs.


Clerk Henderson stated that all funds were increased due to approved employee raises.


Clerk Henderson reported the current aggregate rolled-back rate is $8.704 per  $1,000.


Clerk  Henderson also stated there was a 3.98 % increase in the millage over rolled-back rate.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing and asked for public comments.  George Fuller suggested that taxes be increased a few dollars per year rather than being blasted all at one time. 


After some discussion on the overall outlook of the finances of the county, and no further comments from the public, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Clerk Henderson stated there were two motions for approval:


1.  Adoption of the aggregate millage rate of $9.05 per $1,000; and


2.  Adoption of the tentative budget of $22,980,451.


Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt the aggregate millage rate of $9.05 per $1,000 as stated by Clerk Henderson.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt the tentative budget of $22,980,451.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell made a motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.
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