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September 2, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, Jean Fieler, Supervisor of Records, and Linda Hale, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Sheriff Williams and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Hillhouse then announced the following requests for additional agenda items:


Dave Grotefend of the S.H.I.P. Program has another request to be heard under Item Number 4;


A request by the Suwannee Stompers to speak to the Board under Item Number 19; and


Commissioner Udell to speak on the parking issue under Item Number 19.


Commissioner Odom motioned that the additional items be heard as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Regarding the minutes of the August 5 and 6, 1997 meeting, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Alton K. Williams, Jr., Suwannee County Sheriff approached the podium to introduce Larry G. Vaughn of Trinity Services Group, Inc. to make a presentation pertaining to food service for the jail.


Mr. Vaughn spoke on the several advantages of utilizing a private food servicer for the jail, including emergency preparedness and the availability of a dietitian.  He stated that he would be hiring approximately three employees locally, at the rate of $7.00 per hour for part-time employees and $8.00 per hour for full-time employees.


Mr. Vaughn answered several questions for the Commissioners and members of the audience.  He estimated that the cost per meal through his service would be approximately $1.59 on the top end of the scale.  Sheriff Williams interjected that Suwannee County is currently paying $1.88 per meal for 75 inmates and $1.66 per meal for 100 inmates.


Mr. Vaughn stated that he is prepared to feed all the emergency workers and volunteers, and their families, in the event of a disaster.


Major Les Hall of the Sheriff’s Department reported that the Sheriff’s Department is working on the possibility of making the meals available for sale to the county employees at a cost of approximately $1.65 per meal.


The Board thanked Mr. Vaughn for his presentation, after which, Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

9:40 A.M.


David Grotefend, Programs Director for the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. was next to present the S.H.I.P. annual reports for Fiscal Years 1995, 1996 and 1997.  Mr. Grotefend briefly described the Housing Incentive Program, which involves impact fees and transfer development rights.  He explained that the small counties are not substantially effected by the Housing Incentive Program.


Commissioner Scott motioned that the S.H.I.P. annual reports (for Fiscal Years 1995, 1996, and 1997) be accepted.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


In response to a request by Mr. Grotefend, Commissioner Udell motioned for the appointment of Robbie Parrish to fill the vacancy on the S.H.I.P. Task Force Committee created by the resignation of Jacki Leonard.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Grotefend then requested that the Board consider approval of a resolution increasing the maximum S.H.I.P. participation award to $11,000 and increasing the maximum purchase price to $70,000 and maximum appraised value of the homes to $80,000.


Mr. Grotefend answered several questions for the Board and read the resolution aloud.  Accordingly, Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of the resolution as read (increasing the maximum S.H.I.P. participation award to $11,000 and increasing the maximum purchase price to $70,000 and maximum appraised value of the homes to $80,000).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-40)


Mr. Grotefend answered some questions for W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, after which, the Board thanked Mr. Grotefend for his presentation.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested adoption of a resolution pertaining to a Florida Department of Health County Grant Program for improving and expanding county pre-hospital Emergency Medical Service systems.


Mr. McDonald read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Odom motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously. (See Resolution No. 97-39)


Mr. McDonald then requested approval of the Emergency Preparedness and Assistance Grant Agreement for Fiscal Year 1998 in the amount $101,936, $6,000 of which comes off the top for the satellite system required by the State.  The grant requires a $3,000.00  match which is already budgeted.


Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of the grant as read (approval of the Emergency Preparedness and Assistance Grant Agreement for Fiscal Year 1998).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. McDonald brought the Board up to date on two tropical depressions brewing off shore.


Mr. McDonald then requested approval of the Project Heart Start grant application funded through the State of Florida Rural Healthcare Pre-hospital Competitive Grant Initiative Program, in the amount of $126,000, with a $12,600.00 match..  He explained that the grant funds will include the purchase of automatic external defribillators and training for law enforcement officers to use the defibrillators.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the grant application for Project Heart Start as requested (in the amount of $126,000.00 with a $12,600.00 match).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse announced a bid opening for marking center lines of approximately 75 gross miles of roads at various locations within the county.


The bids were not in the possession of the Clerk of Circuit Court, and accordingly Clerk Henderson made a formal request for all bids relating to the county to be handled by the Clerk.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.
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10:20 A.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records, who read the following bids for marking center lines:


Ozark Striping Co., Inc. was unable to submit a bid; and


Jenkins Painting, Inc. submitted a total bid of $44,400 for painting 75 gross miles and $193,125 for thermoplastic.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the bid be declined.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.


After further discussion, Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.  It was decided that the bid would be submitted to Ray Brown, Public Works Director to review the specifications.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries was up next to request the Board’s consideration of awarding a bid for the construction of the new Branford library facility.  He relayed the recommendation of Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. that the bid be awarded to State Construction Systems, Inc., the low bidder, and that none of the deductive alternates be accepted.


Commissioner Odom motioned that the bid submitted by State Construction Systems, Inc. in the amount of $371,000 be accepted.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Hales then submitted the original bids to the Ms. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator requested that his presentation pertaining to occupational licenses be tabled until the next meeting.


Mr. Allen then reviewed the county’s priorities for the Transportation Enhancement Program, also known as “Iced Tea” money :  


1.
Suwannee Greenway at Branford;


2.
City of Live Oak Rails to Trails; and


3.
City of Live Oak Pedestrian Hub.


Commissioner Odom motioned  for approval of  the list for the Transportation Enhancement Program  as prioritized.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen reminded the Board that they need to prioritize their five-year roadway work priorities for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation.  The Board decided on the following:


1.
Chairman Hillhouse relayed a request from the City for a roundabout at five points;


2.
Turn lane at the Live Oak library;


3.
Highway 250 and State Road 349


4.
State Road 49


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the listed items to be submitted to the State (five-year roadway work priorities for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen, on behalf of Ray Brown, Public Works Director, requested that the Equipment Operator II (Level 5) position, which was held by Gerald Thomas, be changed to an Administrative Secretary (Level 6) position, and also request approval to advertise in-house to fell the Administrative Secretary position.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval as requested (Equipment Operator II (Level 5) position, which was held by Gerald Thomas, be changed to an Administrative Secretary (Level 6) position, and also request approval to advertise in-house to fell the Administrative Secretary position).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell then motioned that the Board approve a service project grant application under the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service Initiative.  He further requested that the Clerk’s office be the depository of these funds, and that he be authorized to oversee the expenditures within the guidelines set forth in the grant.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.


Commissioner Baker suggested that a committee be formed to oversee this grant, with Commissioner Udell as a member, along with a recommendation of each Board member.  Commissioner Udell was in agreement with the idea of a committee, however, he still wanted the final word in the decisions because he felt he was more sensitive to the needs of the people who stand to benefit from the grant.  It was agreed that Commissioner Udell would bring his intentions and plans for the grant funds before the committee.


Motion was carried unanimously.


Commissioner Baker motioned that Larry Schattle, Jr. be appointed as an alternate member of the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, replacing Matt Marable.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Scott motioned that Rhonda Skeen be appointed to the Zoning Board to replace Frances Townsend, who has resigned..  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Baker motioned that Thomas Carte be appointed to the Zoning Board of Adjustments & Planning and Zoning Board from District 3.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Debbie Williams and Mary Check-Cason approached the podium to describe for the Board the “Suwannee Stompers”, a clogging group.  Ms. Williams requested that the Recreation Center be made available to the public.  She described a situation recently where a Tae-Kwon-Do group was utilizing the Recreation Center on the night regularly scheduled for the Suwannee Stompers.  Ms. Cason explained that this situation is not unique to the Stompers, and in fact, the Girl Scouts have also experienced problems finding a place to hold their meetings.


Greg Scott, Director of the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Department explained that the Recreation Department is attempting to bring in revenue through Tae-Kwon-Do for the upkeep of the facility.  He offered several options for the clogging group, such as utilizing other facilities, or holding their classes at the Recreation Center on Thursdays.  Mr. Scott clarified for Commissioner Udell that the Recreation Board was aware that the clogging group would be displaced when they agreed to rent the Recreation Center for Tae-Kwon-Do classes.


Chairman Hillhouse reminded those present that the proper jurisdiction for this issue is with the Recreation Board.


Kathleen Johnson, the dance instructor stated that she was not notified of the schedule change.  She further stated that she is agreeable to Thursdays because she does not want to lose the privilege of using the Recreation Center.


George Fuller stated that since the county subsidizes the facility through taxes, the facility should be available for the public.


Mr. Scott interjected that the main focus for the Tae-Kwon-Do is the program, not the revenue.


Bob Williams commented that the Recreation Center is not a commercial building.


Ms. Johnson clarified that her dance classes are not-for-profit.


Mr. Scott stated that the Recreation Center collects 40% of the fees generated by the Tae-Kwon-Do, or approximately $600 to $700 per month.  He asserted that he would like to resolve this matter and preserve the good working relationship he has had with the cloggers thus far.


Ms. Check-Cason urged the Board to take into consideration the fact that the county is growing, and in need of more facilities.


Commissioner Udell  requested that the space located directly in front of the County Offices should be reserved for the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.  Chairman Hillhouse thanked Commissioner Udell for his suggestion, however, stated that he does not mind parking away from the building.


Chairman Hillhouse then opened the floor to public comment.


Bob Williams commented that the roads should first be graded, then striped.


George Fuller commented that the repair work being done on Mitchell Road and 185th Road south of 136 is being done improperly.  He suggested that the Board authorize Ray Brown to purchase an air compressor to assist him in his road repair.


Chairman Hillhouse moved on to staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  He relayed a recommendation that the $5,000 be restored to the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries distributed copies of the architectural contracts for the Branford library.  He entered into record that he had received a letter in which the low bidders list of subcontractors was not in a separate envelope as required, although it was sealed in the bid package


Mr. Hales also reported that he has formulated a Meeting Room Policy for use of the library meeting room, which he will bring before the Board for adoption.  In addition, the library will be offering Internet training classes in the near future.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court introduced Linda Hale as the new Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners.


Alton K. Williams, Jr., Suwannee County Sheriff reported that the county is currently housing several prisoners in the jail from other counties.  He felt confident that the county will be seeing more and more inmates brought in from other counties.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 512 through 532, totaling $1,202,751.30, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

SEPTEMBER 2, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$268,868.05 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$131,216.94 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$50.45 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$68,809.13 

	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	
	$7,584.64 

	EMS GRANT FUND
	
	$3,546.00 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$27,493.31 

	LAW EDUCATION
	
	$9,018.89 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$79,767.88 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$105,412.75 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$27,103.79 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$19,776.26 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$15,655.23 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$6,000.00 

	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	
	$37,023.00 

	LANDFILL DEBT SERVICE
	
	$206,095.00 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$0.46 

	RENNOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$20,162.73 

	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$14.77 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$10,290.55 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$70,941.50 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$87,919.97 

	TOTAL:
	
	$1,202,751.30 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 11:30 A.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.









______________________________









EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN
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__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

EX OFFICIO CLERK TO THE BOARD
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