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August 26, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


5:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for the purpose of opening bids for the Branford Library, and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.


W. Randy Henderson stated for the record that seven bids were received:  Scott Peterson Construction, R. Hayne Construction, Inc., Harley Lynch Construction Company, R. O.Camp Construction, State Construction Systems, North Florida General Contracting, Inc., and Music & Worth Construction.




The first bid opened and read by Clerk Henderson was submitted by Scott Peterson Construction with a lump sum of $381,124, with alternate #1 in the amount of $11,200 and alternate #2 of $1,992.


R. Hayden Construction out of Gainesville, Florida submitted a bid in the amount of $457,000, with alternate #1 of $25,000 and alternate #2 being $2,500.


Harley Lynch Construction Company submitted a bid in the amount of $387,529 with alternate #1 of $21,523 and alternate #2 of $2,300.


R. O. Camp Construction submitted a bid in the amount of $387,816 with alternate #1 of $30,500 and alternate #2 of $2,300.


State Construction Systems out of Gainesville submitted a bid of $371,000 with alternate #1 in the amount of $31,000 and alternate #2 of $2,000.


North Florida General Contracting, Inc. submitted a bid in the amount of $396,982 with alternate #1 of $18,708 and alternate #2 of $3,000.  On the envelope it stated deduct a base price of $2,700.


Music & Worth Construction of Live Oak submitted a bid in the amount of $377,817, with alternate #1 in the amount of $20,365 and #2 in the amount of $2,300.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries explained that the alternates are deducts from the base price, with alternate number one involving changing the metal roof to asphalt shingles and alternate number two involving taking the gutters off the building.


The Board decided to turn the bids over to the architects for review of the specifications.


Mr. Hales thanked the contractors for submitting their bids.  At the request of the contractors present at the meeting, he announced the apparent low bidder as State Construction Systems.  Mr. Hales also read aloud the list of contractors.


Commissioner Scott motioned to recess.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

5:40 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the recessed budget meeting back to order and turned the floor over to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court and E. Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy Clerk of Finance.


Clerk Henderson referenced some changes submitted by the Tourist Development Council where they reduced their administrative fees by $4,000.


Clerk Henderson informed the Board that the cost for codification is going to be plugged in to the Board of County Commissioners budget, under Contract Services in the amount of $10,000, which represents $7,500 for codification of the ordinances and an estimate of $2,500 for codification of the Land Development Regulations.


Ms. Herring informed the Board that Addressing under Muncipal Services has been split up into two new departments: 911 Operating and 911 County Addressing.  The total of the two budgets is the same as the former Addressing department.


Clerk Henderson reported that the county is now in receipt of an agricultural grant in the amount of $50,000, which will be applied toward the Coliseum Complex for renovation of the arena.


Clerk Henderson briefly spoke on the current ordinances dealing with special assessments.  He recommended that the Board establish a maximum special assessment in the ordinances in order to cut down on advertising and mailing costs when the Board decides to raise assessments in the future.


For the record, Ms. Herring reported that the total budgeted amount for Fiscal Year 1998 for Suwannee County is $23,011,029.


Ms. Herring addressed the topic of raises for county employees.  She covered the impact the raises would have on the county using several scenarios, with increases ranging from 2% to 5%.  Ms. Herring also clarified that the figures do not include the employees recently awarded increases based upon the recommendation of the salary committee.


After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Scott motioned to grant a 2% raise to the county employees.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


John Hale, Live Oak City Councilman requested the status of the county landfill situation.  Chairman Hillhouse stressed that either way the county chooses to go, the county will need the tonnage from the City of Live Oak, Lafayette County, Mayo, and other commercial accounts.  Mr. Hale stated the City is considering looking into other options if the county is undecided.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.
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