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August 19, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Chairman Hillhouse and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Hillhouse then announced the following requests for additional agenda items to be heard under Item Number 10:


1)
Consider approval of request by Vickie Pagliai, Library Youth Services Coordinator, to work part-time from September 2 to November 26, 1997 and return to full-time status as of November 27, 1997;


2)
Consider purchase of Lot 52, Camp O’ The Suwannee Subdivision from Joannalee Irving; and


3)
Consider request from Kathy’s Cleaners to put in an environmental well behind the C. D. Building.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of placing these items on the agenda (to be heard under Item Number 10).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Regarding the minutes of the July 22, 24, and 31, 1997 meetings, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Barbara Hughes was not present to discuss the leash law due to the recent killing of nine of her goats, so the Board decided to come back to that item later.


Harriette Wells Humphries, President of the O’Brien Volunteer Firefighters Association approached the podium to discuss reinstatement of funds for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department.  She described the progress of the Association thus far, and pointed out the many members of the audience present in support of the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department, as well as letters of support submitted by those that could not be present for the meeting.


Ms. Humphries informed the Board that land has been donated for the site of the new fire station, and reported that the department has some money saved up toward the construction of a new building.  She acknowledged that the O’Brien Volunteer Firefighters Association has made some mistakes, but asked that the Board consider reinstating their funding.


Bob See, Assistant Chief of the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department also asked that the Board reinstate the department’s funding.


George Frier, Pastor of the O’Brien Baptist Church pointed out that the issue is a matter of public safety, and cautioned that property damage, injury and loss of life will most likely occur if the Board decides to cut the funding.


Ms. Humphries and Mr. See then answered several questions for the Board members as well as members of the audience.


Grant Meadows, a volunteer for the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department spoke on the funding issue.  He stated that the department is currently saving for another building because the building currently being used by the department has a leaky roof that the department is not allowed to repair it because it is a county-owned building.


Chairman Hillhouse clarified that the cut in funding was recommended by the Fire Network because the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department failed to achieve an ISO rating of 9.  The Board in turn supports the decisions of the Fire Network.  He noted that with the overwhelming community support being displayed at the meeting, anything is possible.


Commissioner Odom stressed that the Board would like to see O’Brien get their full funding, and indicated that he would make that recommendation to the Fire Network.  He stressed, however, that the Fire Network would still require an ISO rating of 9.


Mr. See clarified that O’Brien currently has $8,000 in savings.


Dan Sivyer, Fire Coordinator stated that his major concern is with O’Brien’s performance.  He assured those present that the issue will be brought up at the next Fire Network meeting.


Pat Chupp assured the Board that O’Brien will do whatever it takes to bring the department into compliance.


It was decided that the next meeting of the Fire Network, hosted by O’Brien, will be held at the O’Brien Baptist Church.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.
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6:55 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, who introduced several members of Boy Scout Troop 693:  Gregory Henderson; Curran Schenk; and Houston Lynn.


Barbara Hughes then approached the podium to discuss the recent killing of nine of her goats by neighborhood dogs.  She expressed the opinion that the county needs a leash law in order to hold the dog-owners accountable.  Ms. Hughes cautioned the Board that someone is going to get seriously hurt by these dogs if they continue to go unchecked.


Chairman Hillhouse announced a public hearing to consider the adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Oliver E. Skeen and Carolyn A. Skeen to erect a telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-02).  He reminded the Board that this matter was tabled at the last regular meeting.


Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services was reminded by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney that he is still under oath.  He reported that he has viewed the proposed site, and from several perspectives in the area, he could not see the tower.  When he could see the tower, he could only see the top of the tower over the trees.


Mr. Stribling also referenced another hearing in another county where a property appraiser by the name of Robert Reed could not find where telecommunications towers de-valued property in several rural and residential settings.


Mr. Airth clarified for Chairman Hillhouse that a letter from L. Arthur Lawrence, Jr. in opposition to the proposed tower can be taken into consideration in this proceeding in the same manner that unsworn testimony is considered.


Mr. Stribling then proceeded to answer several questions for the Commissioners and members of the audience.


Chairman Hillhouse then called for anyone wishing to speak in favor of or against the telecommunications tower.


Charles W. Maloy, Jr. was reminded by Mr. Airth that he is still under oath.  He did not agree with Mr. Stribling’s statements that the tower would not be visible to the homeowners.  Mr. Maloy also stated that he spoke with Bill O’Connor, a property appraiser in Suwannee County, who indicated that the tower would de-value his property.


Mr. Maloy gave the Board a brief history of his family’s property, and stated that he and his family have been good citizens.  He also pointed out that even if the tower does not collapse, there is a danger of a vehicle losing control on the interstate and colliding with the tower, causing it to fall over.


Ed White was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He spoke in opposition to the tower.  Mr. White did not agree with Mr. Stribling’s statement that the tower would be obscured by trees because the planted pines would eventually be harvested.


Mr. Stribling responded to the comments made by Mr. Maloy by reiterating that he did not feel the towers would be highly visible to the surrounding property owners, nor did he feel the property would be de-valued by the tower.


Mr. Stribling briefly answered several questions for Mr. Maloy, after which, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for denial of the special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Oliver E. Skeen and Carolyn A. Skeen to erect a telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-02) due to the fact that the tower is too close to a public highway and  because the public’s safety is at issue.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.


Motion carried in a three to two vote with Commissioners Baker and Odom opposed.


The Board decided to appoint the following three Commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board on September 30, 1997:  Chairman Hillhouse, Commissioner Odom and Commissioner Baker.


Commissioner Baker motioned for the appointment of Matt Marable to serve as a regular member of the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried by unanimous vote.


Chairman Hillhouse informed the Board that an alternate member of the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals is needed to replace Matt Marable.  Commissioner Baker agreed to look into the matter.


Chairman Hillhouse then brought up for discussion the time change of the second regular monthly County Commission meeting.  Commissioner Odom motioned that the second regular meeting be changed back to 6:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Moving on to additional agenda items, Chairman Hillhouse began with consideration of approval of a request by Vickie Pagliai, Library Youth Services Coordinator, to work part-time from September 2 to November 26, 1997 and return to full-time status as of November 27, 1997.  J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries explained that Ms. Pagliai will need the time to complete her B.S. degree and is willing to pay for her own health and dental coverage during this period.


Commissioner Scott motioned that Vickie Pagliai’s request be approved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned that Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator be authorized to arrange for the purchase of Lot 52, Camp O’ The Suwannee Subdivision from Joannalee Irving for $3,000.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.


Before the vote was taken, Mr. Allen reported that a neighbor has expressed an interest in purchasing a part of the lot from the county, which would defray the county’s cost.


Mr. Airth counseled that the property would need to be declared surplus before the county can sell it.


Motion carried by unanimous vote.


Mr. Allen informed the Board that Levine-Fricke-Recon, Inc., an environmental consulting firm has requested permission to place an environmental well behind the C.D. Building in order to monitor the groundwater in the vicinity of Kathy’s Cleaners.  Commissioner Udell motioned that the request be honored..  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being none offered at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comment.


Moving on to staff reports, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator recommended that the Board consider exploring the issue of telecommunications towers in light of the numerous requests coming before the Board.  He explained that the current Land Development Regulations are very open.


It was the consensus of the Board that Mr. Allen look into the matter.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director addressed the problem of trash along the road sides.  He felt that there was enough money left in the litter and small county grants to initiate an “Adopt-A-Highway” program.  He requested authorization to purchase two four-wheelers to help implement the program.


Commissioner Scott motioned that Ray Brown, Public Works Director be allowed to purchase two four-wheelers from the grant money (litter and small county) as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


J. Danny Hales, Director of Libraries reported that the proposed contractors for the Branford Library project have asked if the building permit fees will be waived.  The Board indicated that they would not.


Mr. Hales asked if the Board would be willing to authorize a plaque for the Commissioners that were instrumental in approving the funding for the new library.  The Board was in agreement with Mr. Hales’ request.


Mr. Hales reminded the Board of the bid opening for the Branford Library on Tuesday, August 26, 1997 at 5:00 P.M.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court reminded the Board that the deadline for the $50,000 restoration grant is August 31, 1997.  The match for this grant, which is up to 50%, will come out of the Court Facility Fee.  He requested that the Board write a letter stating that they are willing to pledge the county’s match up to $25,000.


Commissioner Udell motioned that W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court be allowed to continue with the grant as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Alton K. Williams, Jr., Suwannee County Sheriff requested that the Board appoint five members for the Citizens’ Advisory Committee.  He informed the Board that the Live Oak City Council has appointed Lyn Williams, Nathaniel Woodrum, Felton Williams, Julie Almer, and Bertie Roland to the Committee.


Sheriff Williams spoke on the valuable assistance the Mounted Posse has offered the Sheriff’s Department.


Major Les Hall informed the Board that the situation with Ms. Hughes regarding dangerous dogs is not an isolated situation.  He reported that the Sheriff’s Department cannot implement the dangerous dog ordinance if the owner of the dog is unknown.  In addition, the Sheriff’s Department does not have the equipment to trap a dangerous dog.  He urged the Commissioners to look seriously into the implementation of an animal control division.


Also, Major Hall took a moment to reiterate the contribution that the Mounted Posse has made to the community.


Major Hall reported on the progress of the jail broker.  He also reported that a food servicer has expressed an interest in assisting Suwannee County with the jail kitchen.  Major Hall described the services offered by the food servicer, and pointed out that the county currently does not have an emergency feeding plan for the inmates in case of a hurricane or other disaster, and indicated that the food servicer can provide that service.


Commissioner Udell motioned for payment of invoice batch numbers 486 through 511, excluding batch number 505, totaling $2,056,058.45.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS FOR AUGUST 19, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$619,094.44 

	911 IMPLEMENTATION
	
	$131,347.00 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$89,851.57 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$11,981.84 

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	
	$96.00 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$15,444.40 

	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	
	$22,251.67 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$6,914.57 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$624,134.87 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$1,275.48 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$47,021.73 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$14,698.81 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$451.79 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$2,989.93 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$3,310.00 

	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$2,869.82 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$12,024.43 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$22,668.12 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$427,631.98 

	TOTAL:
	
	$2,056,058.45 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 8:20 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.








____________________________________








EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

ATTEST:





OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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