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August 12, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Hal Airth and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Hillhouse then announced the following requests for additional agenda items to be heard under Item Number 7:


1)
Consider approval of Change Order Number 3 in the total amount of $9,850 to change existing electrical panel in Old Library Building to meet the code requirements ($1,950), and change the bathroom from the north side to the south side of the hall in the Courthouse ($7,900);


2)
Consider approval of Change Order Number 6 in the amount of $1,600 for material and labor to install a concrete walk;


3)
Consider request by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for approval for Earth Tech, Inc. to begin work on the sinkhole at the landfill; and


4)
Discuss the elimination of the regular Board meeting held on the second Tuesday of the month.


Commissioner Scott motioned that the requested additional agenda items be added to the agenda under Item Number 7.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse then announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Oliver E. Skeen and Carolyn A. Skeen to erect a telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-02)


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium and was sworn in by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Allen proceeded to give his staff report.  He reminded the Board that they have required in the past that climb guards be installed around the base of the tower, that a white light be used during the daylight hours and a red light be used during the nighttime hours, provided the FAA and FCC will approve the red light in the nighttime hours.  If approval is not granted, then the nighttime light will be a low intensive white light.  Also, that the tower be dismantled within six months after the tower is no longer in use.


Mr. Allen further reported that notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Also part of the record is a Certificate of Mailing listing six property owners who were notified of the hearing.  In addition, a sign notifying the public of the hearing was placed in front of the property.


Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Stribling briefly described the proposed tower.  He agreed to the special lighting requirements as well as the climb guard requirement.  Mr. Stribling further agreed to dismantle the tower within six months after the tower is no longer in use.


Mr. Stribling then proceeded to answer several questions for the Commissioners and members of the audience.


Chairman Hillhouse then called for anyone wishing to speak in favor of or against the telecommunications tower.


Charles W. Maloy, Jr. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He distributed several photographs of the proposed site and read aloud a prepared statement opposing the tower.  He stated that he feels the tower would de-value his property.


Mr. Allen clarified for Commissioner Udell that according to the Land Development Regulations, no one can build within a five-hundred foot radius of the tower.


Mr. Stribling then explained for Commissioner Udell that the tower is designed, in the event the structure fails, to collapse down upon itself rather than fall over.  He referenced a letter from Stephen Moody of Moody Engineering stating that neither he nor other members of his firm has ever seen or heard of a self-supporting tower falling in a straight line.


Mr. Stribling answered additional questions for the Board and members of the audience, after which, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Mr. Allen clarified that the pictures passed around by Mr. Maloy have been submitted into the record (See Exhibit #1).


Commissioner Udell motioned for denial of the special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Oliver E. Skeen and Carolyn A. Skeen to erect a telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-02), including the special conditions.  He stated that the proposed site is close enough to the interstate to pose a public safety hazard if it collapses.


Motion died for lack of a second.


Commissioner Baker motioned that this matter be tabled until Tuesday, August 19, 1997 at 7:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Udell opposed.


Chairman Hillhouse announced the next public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Frederick Andrews and Flora Andrews to erect a 265-foot telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-01)


Mr. Allen was again sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He proceeded to give his staff report, reporting that the applicants have requested a variance due to the fact that a vacant house is located within 460 feet of the proposed tower.  Mr. Allen again reminded the Board that they have required in the past that climb guards be installed around the base of the tower, that a white light be used during the daylight hours and a red light be used during the nighttime hours, provided the FAA and FCC will approve the red light in the nighttime hours.  If approval is not granted, then the nighttime light will be a low intensive white light.  Also, that the tower be dismantled within six months after the tower is no longer in use.


Mr. Allen further reported that notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Also part of the record is a Certificate of Mailing listing three property owners who were notified of the hearing.  In addition, a sign notifying the public of the hearing was placed in front of the property.


Mr. Allen answered several questions for the Board and members of the audience.  Mr. Allen clarified for Commissioner Udell that someone could move into the house (located within 460 feet of the tower) if the Board approves the Special Permit, because the applicants are asking for a variance.  He reminded the Board that the house is located beyond the fall distance of the proposed 265-foot tower.  In addition, the applicants are the owners of the vacant house.


Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services was still under oath.  Mr. Stribling spoke at length on the fall radius of the proposed tower and showed the Commissioners several photographs of the construction process.


Mr. Stribling then proceeded to answer several questions for the Commissioners and members of the audience.


Chairman Hillhouse then called for anyone wishing to speak in favor of or against the telecommunications tower.


Frederick Andrews stated that he has no intentions of renting the vacant house or selling his property.


Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit upon the request by Jim Stribling of Communication Site Services, as agent for Frederick Andrews and Flora Andrews to erect a telecommunications tower on property zoned Agriculture-1 (Special Permit Number SP-08-01).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-38)


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

August 11, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

8:30 P.M.


Dean Egan was next on the agenda to discuss private roads in Suwannee County, however, he was not present at the meeting.


Commissioner Udell motioned to honor the request contained in Item 6 on the agenda (for appointment of Jerry Fletcher, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance to the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership Board, replacing Ernest A. Sellers).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Mr. Fletcher briefly described the eleven-county alliance created to market the “Original Florida” concept.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested that the Board consider adopting a resolution adopting the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) as the official emergency management plan for Suwannee County.


Mr. McDonald read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption as read (adopting the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) as the official emergency management plan for Suwannee County).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Odom requested that Mr. McDonald explain the funding for the CEMP plan for the benefit of the audience.


Motion carried by unanimous vote.  (See Resolution No. 97-37)


Chairman Hillhouse moved on to the Additional Agenda Items, beginning with approval of Change Order Number 3 in the total amount of $9,850 to change existing electrical panel in Old Library Building to meet the code requirements ($1,950), and change the bathroom from the north side to the south side of the hall in the Courthouse ($7,900); and


Change Order Number 6 in the amount of $1,600 for material and labor to install a concrete walk.


Mr. Allen briefly reviewed the Change Orders and recommended that the Board approve them.  He stated that the Change Orders can be paid out of the Maintenance budget.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Change Order Number 3 totaling $9,850, and Change Order Number 6 in the amount of $1,600.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Next in consideration was approval of the request of Ray Brown, Public Works Director, for Earth Tech, Inc. to begin work on the sinkhole at the landfill.  He explained that there is currently sufficient grant money to cover the cost of the project, estimated at approximately $121,000.  Commissioner Odom motioned for approval as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse then brought up for discussion the elimination of the regular Board meeting held on the second Tuesday of the month.  


Commissioner Odom motioned that the Board hold two regular meetings per month:  The first Tuesday beginning at 9:00 A.M. and the third Tuesday of the month beginning at 5:00 P.M., with public hearings to be scheduled at 7:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen clarified that the time change cannot become effective until the meetings have been held that have previously been advertised at 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being none offered at that time, Chairman Hillhouse closed the floor for public comment.


Harriet Wells, President of the O’Brien Volunteer Firefighting Association wanted the Board to know that the Association is working very hard on their department and asked that they consider funding the O’Brien Volunteer Fire Department for the full amount rather than the 70% cut back.  When Ms. Wells asked the members of the audience present in support of this issue to raise their hands; approximately one-half of the audience responded.


There being no one present wishing to make a report to the Board, Chairman Hillhouse moved past the staff reports and recessed for a break.

August 12, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order to hold a budget workshop.  W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court and E. Dianne Herring, Chief Deputy Clerk of Finance reported that all the funds are balanced with the exception of Fine & Forfeiture.

Clerk Henderson stated that he feels good about the revenues anticipated from the Prisoners Room & Board Income and Traffic Fines line items, however, Fine & Forfeiture is still short by $257,258 after utilizing the entire fund balance and all the projected revenues.  He added that the Law Enforcement budget is still short, but the others are basically balanced (Dispatch, Corrections, and Courthouse Security).


Ms. Herring stated that the Transfer Out to the Sheriff in Department 9996 in the Fine and Forfeiture Fund is $4,542,588.


Sheriff Williams reported on the jail bed rental situation.  He informed the Board that he plans to house female inmates at the Suwannee County Jail at a substantial savings to the county, and in addition, he is making arrangements with a jail broker to rent jail beds.  Due to the fact that the jail is currently housing in excess of 100 inmates, the rented beds will need to be reduced to 80.


He also reported that he has initiated a program at the jail charging the inmates for doctor’s visits and pharmaceuticals.


Sheriff Williams clarified for Commissioner Udell that he feels confident with the projected revenues in his budget.


Ms. Herring pointed out that the Law Enforcement budget includes two new patrol officers, which would be needed to realize the revenue projections.  


Clerk Henderson pointed out that the General Revenue fund has a fund balance of $899,256.


There was a lengthy discussion regarding the Sheriff’s plans to bring in revenue through jail bed rental as well as savings to be realized by housing Suwannee County female inmates in the Suwannee County Jail.


Clerk Henderson then covered the Renovations-County Buildings budget, line by line.


He reported that he has completed the first phase of a $50,000 grant toward the historical preservation of the Courthouse.  The grant requires a $25,000 match, which he plans to fund out of the revenue generated from the court facility fee.  The Contract Services-Grant Administration line item in the amount of $3,000 is to cover the fee for Jim Parrish, a grant writer that comes highly recommended, who will apply for a much larger historical preservation grant on behalf of the county.  Clerk Henderson explained that the $50,000 grant as well as the money expended toward A.D.A. compliance at the Courthouse can be applied toward the match for the larger grant.


Clerk Henderson then walked through the Building Renovations Project Revenue Planning Worksheet.  Commissioner Baker felt the proceeds of the Spirit of Suwannee sale should go into economic development, such as the sewer and water lines out toward the interstate, rather than renovations.


The Board decided to hold another workshop on Thursday, August 21, 1997 beginning at 3:00 P.M.


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 10:20 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.
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EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN
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