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July 15, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time, and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Scott and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Hillhouse announced the following requests for Additional Agenda Items to be heard under Item Number 11:


John H. Parker, III, Attorney to discuss a road closing application filed by Michael F. Larney;


Major Les Hall, Chief Deputy of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office to request authorization to purchase a computer software package;


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries to request permission to loan furniture to the public library in White Springs, and to request permission to advertise for bids for the construction of the new Branford Public Library; and


Discuss termination of the airport contract.


Chairman Hillhouse then called for any additional requests from the Board and members of the audience.


There being no further requests, Commissioner Odom motioned that the requested items be added to the agenda under Additional Agenda Items, to be heard under Item 11.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


In consideration of approval of the minutes of the July 1, 1997 meeting, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Shane Tepper was scheduled next on the agenda to discuss water damage to his property, however, he was not present.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested approval of the following proposed changes to job descriptions and pay classifications for library positions:


Develop Library Aide II and Library Technician II descriptions in order to minimize the financial impact when raising pay grades; and


Reclassify Systems Manager as Library Assistant-Systems Coordinator and place it at a Level 7 in order to place the members of the library management team in similar classifications.


Mr. Hales briefly described the positions for the Board, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the changes to job descriptions and pay classifications for library positions as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Regarding the next item on the agenda, the Commissioners had not yet obtained recommendations for appointments to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals to replace Carl McCall, Jr. and Curtis Keen, both of whom have declined reappointment.


At the request of W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider amending the General Revenue ($5,094,282 amended budget), Fine and Forfeiture ($4,429,827 amended budget), and Library ($1,394,902 amended budget) budgets for Fiscal Year 1997.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director approached the podium to request approval of a driveway design and permit.  Mr. Brown described the design and stated that the proposed fee for the permit is $15.00.


After a brief discussion, Commissioner Scott motioned that the request for approval of the driveway design and permit submitted by Ray Brown, Public Works Director, as well as the $15.00 permit fee, be granted.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


It was established that this driveway design and permit fee would become effective immediately.


Chairman Hillhouse moved on to Additional Agenda Items, beginning with John H. Parker, III, Attorney, to discuss a road closing application filed by Michael F. Larney.  Mr. Parker briefly explained the application and answered questions for the Commissioners.  He then requested that the Board schedule a public hearing on same.


Commissioner Scott motioned for authorization of advertising for the public hearing on the application for a road closing as requested (upon application by Michael F. Larney).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


It was clarified that the motion will include adoption of a resolution authorizing advertising for the public hearing on the application; said resolution to be prepared by Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  It was also established that the hearing would be held at the August 12, 1997 regular Board meeting.


Major Les Hall, Chief Deputy of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office requested authorization to purchase a computer software package.  He explained that the current Mapper System is outdated, and in addition, the contract with the programmer has expired.  As a result, Major Hall recommended that the Board authorize the purchase of a software package from Resource Management Consultants, Inc. at a total cost of $19,314.


Commissioner Udell motioned for authorization for the Sheriff to purchase the computer software as requested (Resource Management Consultants, Inc. at a total cost of $19,314).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Upon the request of John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries for permission to loan furniture to the public library in White Springs, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Next, Mr. Hales requested permission to advertise for bids for the construction of the new Branford Public Library.  He briefly reviewed the events leading up to the bid process, after which, Commissioner Odom motioned for approval to advertise for bids for the construction of the new Branford Public Library as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to discuss termination of the airport contract.  He relayed the recommendation of the Airport Committee to terminate the contract, and described to the Board some of the recent difficulties experienced out at the airport.  Mr. Allen requested that the Board authorize Hal A. Airth, County Attorney to research the matter further.


Commissioner Udell motioned that Edward L. Allen be allowed to work with the County Attorney (Hal A. Airth) toward the termination of the airport contract.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Tim Alcorn, Development Authority Chairman and Bob Cornett of Cornett’s Spirit of the Suwannee, Inc. were next to make a presentation pertaining to the sale of the Spirit of the Suwannee Park.  He relayed to the Board an offer by the Cornetts of $625,000 cash for the park, with the stipulation that it remain a park until the year 2011, and that the Cornetts make certain improvements at the park.


James Cornett described for the Board some of the improvements they plan to make at the park, such as permanent restroom facilities, a stage roof, and improvements upon the membership area.  Mr. Cornett proceeded to answer several questions for the Board.


Commissioner Udell requested that some language be added to the contract to monitor the improvements to ensure that they are constructed at the park by the year 2000.


Steve Collins, Certified Public Accountant described for the Board the spirit of the contract, and the criteria used to arrive at the terms of the contract.


Ernest A. Sellers, Attorney for the Development Authority stated that paragraph 14 is sufficient to cover the provisions in paragraphs 16 and 17.  He agreed to add language to the contract allowing the Board the right to examine the financial documentation associated with the park.


The Board needed additional time to review this matter.  Commissioner Odom motioned that this matter be tabled until the August 5, 1997 meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Baker opposed.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.
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Live Oak, Florida

7:25 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a Special Use Permit on application by Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., as agent for Anderson Mining Corporation, to allow a borrow pit.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He proceeded to give his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that public notice of the request was published in the Suwannee Democrat and was mailed to fourteen property owners who own nearby properties.  In addition, a sign notifying the public of a zoning hearing was placed in front of the property.  He further reported that the Planning and Zoning Board recommended that the Board approve the application without any special conditions.  Mr. Allen pointed out that although this application was filed prior to the Board’s proposed changes to the Land Development Regulations regarding excavation, they may still want to consider applying those changes to this application in the form of special conditions.


He then answered several questions for the Board and members of the audience.


Tony Williams, a representative of Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He described the operation associated with the borrow pit.  Mr. Williams informed the Board that the borrow pit will be used during the construction of I-75 and S.R. 136, and stated that Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. would like to be able to use the pit for future projects.  He anticipated that anywhere between 150 and 175 loads of dirt per day would be mined from the pit.  Mr. Williams further stated that a fence will be constructed to close off the pit from the motel located adjacent thereto.  He further informed the Board that a sign stating “Trucks Entering and Leaving Highway” with flashing lights would be located on S.R. 136.  He also agreed to a limit of five years on the Special Permit, if granted.  After further prompting, Mr. Williams agreed to plant the property in pines after the pit is closed.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing.  There was no one present wishing to speak on the issue at that time.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Baker and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution (See Resolution No. 97-35) to grant a Special Use Permit on application by Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., as agent for Anderson Mining Corporation, to allow a borrow pit, with the following conditions:


1)  That Anderson Columbia allow a fifty foot setback;


2)  That Anderson Columbia utilize four to one slopes;


3)  That ingress and egress be accessed only on S.R. 136 unless the State allows them to go through the fence;


4)  That the Special Permit be limited to five years, and after five years, the Board reserves the right to extend the Special Permit for five additional years without requiring a public hearing;


5)  That Anderson Columbia be required to place a flashing sign on S.R. 136 stating “trucks entering or leaving highway”;


6)  That Anderson Columbia construct a four strand, barbed wire fence along the property line adjacent to the motel;


7)  That Anderson Columbia maintain a secure gate across the entrance; and


8)  That Anderson Columbia will plant pines within one year after the borrow pit operation ceases.


Chairman Hillhouse announced the second of two public hearings to consider LDR 97-1, an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text of the County’s Land Development Regulations by amending Section 2.1, entitled “Definitions, General” to add definitions for Excavation, Mining and Overburden; and by amending Section 14.7, entitled Special Permits for Land and Water Fills, Dredging, Excavation and Mining regarding regulation of excavation and overburden, establishing performance standards for excavation, mining and overburden and requiring annual operating permits for excavation and mining activities.


Mr. Allen reviewed the proposed changes for the Board, after which Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing.


Don Wainwright asked if these proposed changes would effect existing businesses.  Chairman Hillhouse clarified that these changes will effect all Special Permits granted from this point forward.


Tony Williams commented that the daylight to dark limitation on the operating hours makes it difficult to meet the deadlines put in place by D.O.T.  The Board clarified that they can grant a special condition allowing longer operating hours as long as the request for the proposed condition is specified in the advertisement for the public hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously adopted an ordinance amending the text of the County’s Land Development Regulations by amending Section 2.1, entitled “Definitions, General” to add definitions for Excavation, Mining and Overburden; and by amending Section 14.7, entitled Special Permits for Land and Water Fills, Dredging, Excavation and Mining regarding regulation of excavation and overburden, establishing performance standards for excavation, mining and overburden and requiring annual operating permits for excavation and mining activities.  (See Ordinance No. 97-15)


Chairman Hillhouse announced the second of two public hearings for LDR 97-2, an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text of the County’s Land Development Regulations by amending Section 2.1, entitled “Definitions, General” regarding the definition of Special Exception; Section 3.2.4, entitled “Board of Adjustment, Powers and Duties”, regarding special exceptions; and Section 12.2.1, entitled “Board of Adjustment, Powers and Duties”, regarding special exceptions.


Mr. Allen reviewed the proposed changes for the Board, after which, Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing.  There was no one wishing to speak at that time.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Scott, the Board unanimously adopted an ordinance amending the text of the County’s Land Development Regulations by amending Section 2.1, entitled “Definitions, General” regarding the definition of Special Exception; Section 3.2.4, entitled “Board of Adjustment, Powers and Duties”, regarding special exceptions; and Section 12.2.1, entitled “Board of Adjustment, Powers and Duties”, regarding special exceptions.  (See Ordinance No. 97-16)


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Nancy Nydam, Court Administrator for the Third Circuit approached the podium on behalf of Guardian Ad Litem.  She wanted input from the Board regarding a permanent location for the Guardian Ad Litem office.


Mr. Allen suggested that Guardian Ad Litem either remain in the old Library building or move into the Property Appraiser’s former office in the Courthouse.  Ms. Nydam stated that the Guardian Ad Litem would prefer to stay in the old Library building.


John Koch brought to the Board’s attention that the National Space Administration has developed a program called “Cassini” in order to send 73 pounds of plutonium up from Cape Canaveral into space on October 6, 1997.


Bob Bell commended the Commissioners on a job well done.  He also suggested that Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director and Greg Scott, Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Director be added to the Staff Reports.


There being no further public comment, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Moving on to Staff Reports, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator reported that the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector have started moving into the Courthouse Annex and the roofing project at the Coliseum is complete.  In addition, the A.D.A. project is underway.  Mr. Allen also reported that he has received the application for site plan approval for Wal-Mart.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director reported that the coal-mix patching is working out well with the potholes in the county.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney has been named a defendant in a foreclosure action in a S.H.I.P. lien, for which he is preparing an answer.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court asked Mr. Airth for an update on the Courts Facility Charge.  Mr. Airth responded that he is still working on that matter.


Clerk Henderson also requested that the Board consider setting some policies for issuance of checks to the Volunteer Fire Departments in order to avoid miscommunications in the future.  He also suggested some policies regarding the use of Fire Truck Number 51 to avoid possible abuse of the vehicle.


Alton K. Williams, Jr., Suwannee County Sheriff thanked the Board for their support during the budget process.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoices as requested (batch numbers 429 through 445, excluding batch numbers 432, 433, and 435, totaling $1,061,126.23).  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

JULY 15, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$400,054.74 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$348,780.58 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$7,750.17 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$4,731.27 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$52,047.64 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$32.30 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$31,917.32 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$15,701.35 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$2,187.64 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$21,000.00 

	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	
	$44,507.22 

	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$107,279.89 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$100.00 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$4,948.58 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$12,718.59 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$7,368.94 

	TOTAL:
	
	$1,061,126.23 



There being no further business, Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn at 8:50 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.








____________________________________








EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

ATTEST:





OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

_____________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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