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Book 21, Page              

May 20, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Randy Henderson and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Hillhouse called for any requests for additional items to be heard under Item Number 10, Additional Agenda Items.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney requested discussion of a proposed settlement in the case of Susan Lewis vs. Suwannee County; and


Chairman Hillhouse announced that there is an additional invoice from Darabi & Associates, Inc. to be considered.


Commissioner Udell motioned that these additional items be placed on the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Regarding the minutes of the April 29, 1997 meeting, Commissioner Odom motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, was next at the podium.  He briefly reviewed the findings of the energy audit of the county buildings performed by Florida Power & Light Company, and recommended that the Board consider moving forward with the process.


A representative of Florida Power & Light Company answered several questions for the Board regarding the cost involved with the implementation of the recommendations.


Commissioner Scott motioned that Florida Power & Light Company bring before the Board a preliminary estimate of the cost involved in the recommended changes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.  Before the vote was taken, it was clarified that the motion applies to the cost of the lighting conversion.


After further discussion, Commissioner Baker motioned that the original motion be amended to include in the estimate the entire conversion process (as recommended in the audit).  Motion to amend was seconded by Commissioner Odom.  Motion to amend carried unanimously.


Motion, as amended, carried unanimously.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director, requested the Board’s consideration of approval of payment of Invoice No. 97-250-008-03 in the amount of $9,597.50 to Darabi & Associates, Inc. for consulting engineering services associated with the construction inspection and quality assurance services for closure of the Suwannee County Landfill; together with the additional invoice referenced earlier in the meeting for construction inspection and quality assurance/quality control services associated with the closure of the Suwannee County Landfill in the amount of $24,640.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Mr. Brown then requested approval to change the following supervisory positions at the Road Department from hourly to salaried:  Jesse Caruthers, Trades Foreman; Marvin Taylor, Landfill & Refuse Supervisor; Ernest Johns, Shop Supervisor; Ivie Fowler, Administrative Manager; Billy Jerkins, Trades Foreman; Lester Baxter, Administrative Assistant; and Larry Carroll, Trades Foreman.  He explained the economic advantages of the changes, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the request.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Moving onto Additional Agenda Items, Hal A. Airth reported that Susan Lewis, who filed a lawsuit against Suwannee County for the death of her husband while he was incarcerated at the Suwannee County Jail, has agreed to a settlement of $5,612.  In addition, Ms. Lewis has requested a letter to Equifax stating that she is not responsible for the $612 in medical bills.  Commissioner Scott motioned that the Board accept the settlement.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


The next item to be heard was staff reports, beginning with John D. Hales, Director of Libraries.  Mr. Hales reported on the Branford Library, and informed the Board that he plans to have the Library’s Internet Policy ready by the next regular Board meeting.  Also, the Friends of the Library have scheduled an appreciation luncheon at the Library on the first Tuesday in June (June 3, 1997) for the Commissioners, the members of the City Council, the School Board and several other individuals instrumental in the completion of the new library.  Mr. Hales also reported that the sign for the new library is almost ready.


It was decided that additional public comment would be offered after 7:00 p.m. for those individuals expecting the public comment portion of the meeting to occur after the 7:00 p.m. public hearings.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 341 through 364 totaling $470,120.79, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

MAY 20, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$189,133.59 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$23,687.77 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$9,223.56 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$13.45 

	EMS GRANT FUND
	
	$3,495.00 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$2,812.98 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$110,281.12 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$5,840.79 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$29,091.95 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$19,581.63 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$7,482.99 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$9,750.00 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$100.00 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$16,869.94 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$17,708.24 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$25,047.78 

	TOTAL:
	
	$470,120.79 



Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

7:05 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a Special Temporary Use Permit on application by White Construction Company, Inc., as agent for Florida Rock Properties, to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, component materials, material handling equipment and related equipment for a time period not to exceed five (5) years.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He presented his staff report.  He reported that notice of this hearing was duly published in the Suwannee Democrat.  He also reported that notice of the hearing was mailed to two property owners and posted on a sign on the property.  He also reported that the Zoning Board recommended that the Board deny the Special Temporary Use Permit.


William C. Andrews of the law firm of Scruggs & Carmichael approached the podium on behalf of White Construction Company, Inc. to be sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He explained that the applicant is not requesting two separate sites, only one site or the other, with their first choice being the Dykes site.  He requested that the permit for the Dykes site be heard first.


Commissioner Scott motioned that Item Number 6 (a resolution to grant a Special Temporary Use Permit on application by White Construction Company, Inc., as agent for Florida Rock Properties) be tabled, and Item Number 7 (a resolution to grant a Special Temporary Use Permit on application by White Construction Company, Inc., as agent for James W. Dykes and Rhonda Dykes), be heard.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen, still under oath, approached the podium to give his staff report.  Mr. Allen reported that notice of this hearing was duly published in the Suwannee Democrat, referenced a certificate of mailing to five property owners, and stated that a sign announcing the hearing was posted on the property.  He also reported that the Zoning Board recommended that the Board deny the Special Temporary Use Permit.


Mr. Andrews, attorney for White Construction Company, Inc., was still under oath.  He displayed an aerial map of the Dykes site, as well as a site plan for the Dykes site, and an aerial map of the Florida Rock site, all of which were entered into the record as Exhibits A B & C.  He requested that the actual location of the plant be limited to the West 660 feet of the forty-nine acres.


Steve Pomeroy of White Construction Company, Inc. was sworn in.  He cited several reasons for locating an asphalt plant in Suwannee County and entered into the record a letter signed by several employees from White Construction Company, Inc. requesting an asphalt plant in Suwannee County (See Exhibit D).


Mr. Pomeroy then answered several questions for the Commissioners.  He explained an environmental problem in Alachua County where White Construction Company, Inc. placed milled asphalt on property owned by Mr. White without the benefit of permit.  A deferred prosecution agreement was signed while the property was cleaned up, including the removal of 65,000 tons of asphalt.  After one year, the State Attorney was satisfied with the progress of the cleanup and a six-month extension was granted.


Mr. Pomeroy answered questions for several members of the audience.  Prompted by James W. Prevatt, Attorney at Law, Mr. Pomeroy stated that White Construction Company, Inc. was fined $75,000 for the Alachua County asphalt incident.


Mr. Andrews stated that the plant will not have any adverse impact on the surrounding properties.  He explained that, although he is not an appraiser, based upon his previous experience the asphalt plant will not have an adverse impact on the appraised value of the adjoining properties.  Mr. Andrews offered to make a commitment that the plant would operate at night only on those occasions when the Department of Transportation required night paving.


Steve Cullin, an Environmental Consultant with the firm of Coogler & Associates was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He described the rigorous permitting process involved with asphalt plants.  Mr. Cullin then answered several questions for the Board and several members of the audience, including Bob Brown, Sue Lamb, John Koch, and Tootsie Green.


During the questioning, Mr. Pomeroy stated that White Construction Company, Inc. would return the property to as near its original state as possible once the plant is closed.


Mr. Andrews then presented himself as an expert in the field of zoning and land regulation law, and briefly described his thirty-five years of experience.  He reviewed for the Board the findings and considerations that must be met by the applicant before granting a special permit.  He assured the Board that the site plan will be altered to reflect the location of the entire plant and its auxiliary functions on the west side of the property.  In addition, none of the traffic associated with the plant will be traveling on county-maintained roads, unless work is being performed on a county road.  Mr. Andrews also stated that there are no toxic emissions associated with cold-tar asphalt, and in addition, there will be no leeching into the water supply because asphalt is not water soluble.  It was his opinion that White Construction Company, Inc. has met all the requirements for a Temporary Special Permit.


Mr. Airth pointed out that Mr. Andrews neglected to address the effects of the conditions upon the neighborhood and impact on the adjoining property value.  Mr. Andrews responded that he addressed the impact of the plant on the neighborhood when he explained the environmental impact and the noise impact of the asphalt plant.  As for the effect on the value of the surrounding property, Mr. Andrews reiterated that he did not feel the asphalt plant would have an adverse effect on the surrounding property values.


There was a brief discussion regarding the taxable value of the asphalt operation, with reference being made to Mr. Pomeroy’s previous statement that the asphalt plant would be a $4,000,000 facility.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the application for a Special Temporary Use Permit on application by White Construction Company, Inc., as agent for James W. Dykes and Rhonda Dykes, to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, component materials, material handling equipment and related equipment for a time period not to exceed five (5) years be granted, subject to the plant being located at the most western side of the property, that White Construction Company, Inc. diligently seek a right-of-way in order to move the plant away from the adjacent property owner’s home, with documentation to the Board of that diligent attempt, that White Construction Company, Inc. return the property to as near its original condition as possible within six months of the final closing of the plant, and that the plant operate at night only when required by the Department of Transportation to do so.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Baker stated his concern regarding the nuisance factor of an asphalt plant on the surrounding landowners.


Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Baker opposed.


Chairman Hillhouse stated that the Temporary Special Permit was granted on the basis that White Construction Company, Inc. has met all the criteria set forth in the ordinance.


Commissioner Udell motioned that, Item Number 6, the application for a Special Temporary Use Permit on application by White Construction Company, Inc., as agent for Florida Rock Properties, to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, component materials, material handling equipment and related equipment for a time period not to exceed five (5) years, be taken from the table.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned that Item Number 6 be tabled for a period of thirty days.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Mr. Andrews stated that it is his intent to withdraw the Florida Rock application unless an appeal is filed on the Dykes Temporary Special Permit.


Commissioner Udell amended his motion to table Item Number 6 until June 17, 1997 at 7:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed the meeting.

May 20, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

9:50 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced the next public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit on application by Leon Petterson, as agent for David W. Carter, for an unattended broadcast radio tower not to exceed 500 feet in height and small equipment shelter at its base on property zoned Agriculture-1.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, was sworn in.  He presented his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that notice of this hearing was duly published in the Suwannee Democrat, fifteen property owners were notified by mail, and a sign announcing the hearing was posted on the property.


Leon Petterson was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He stated for the record that he would like to add three items to the application:  Attachments II(A), IV and V (See Exhibits A, B, & C).  He briefly described the history behind his application and site selection, and stated that the radio tower will allow WLVO the ability to provide the broadcast service to which North Florida, Suwannee County, and the City of Live Oak are entitled.


Mr. Petterson described a controlled lighting system on the tower that changes intensity depending upon the hour of the day and a blinking red light at night.  He also assured the Board that climb guards will be installed around the base of the tower.  In addition, the tower will be multi-operational to include several cellular users, a number of paging services, and several data users and other facilities.


Mr. Petterson then answered questions directed at him by the Commissioners.  Mr. Petterson stated that he would put in writing that he would be happy to donate a portion of the tower for emergency facilities in Suwannee County.


Responding to questions from the audience, Mr. Petterson explained that there is a notification system in the tower in the event a light burns out.  He also explained that he has an agreement with the property owners to dismantle the tower when it is no longer in use.


Bob Brown was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He stated that as a pilot he would recommend that the tower be equipped with a white light during daytime and nighttime hours because a red light is very difficult to see against a backdrop of other lights.


The Board instructed Mr. Airth to research the legality of requiring existing towers to install red lights for nighttime use.


Commissioner Scott motioned that the proposed tower be accepted (special permit on application by Leon Petterson, as agent for David W. Carter, for an unattended broadcast radio tower not to exceed 500 feet in height and small equipment shelter at its base on property zoned Agriculture-1), according to the county’s stipulation of a white light in the daytime and a red light at night.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Odom motioned that the original motion be amended to add the requirement that the tower be dismantled within six months after the tower is no longer in use.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Original motion, as amended, carried unanimously.


The Board instructed Mr. Allen to proceed with making the necessary changes in the Land Development Regulations to require that all towers be dismantled within six months after the tower is no longer in use.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

May 20, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

9:40 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit on application by Roger Shutts for an auto repair shop and portable sawmill on property zoned Agriculture-1.


Roger Shutts approached the podium and requested that the hearing be postponed due to his representative being involved in an automobile accident.


Commissioner Udell motioned that this matter be tabled until June 17, 1997 at 7:00 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Les Hall, Chief Deputy for the Sheriff’s Department was up next to present the Sheriff’s monthly report.  He also informed the Board that the new impound yard is complete and the jail beds have been purchased and installed.


Commissioner Odom commended the Sheriff’s Department on their monthly report presentations.


Under other business, Mr. Allen reminded the Board that the airport was built for the purpose of economic development and recommended that a buffer be planted between the equipment being stored at the Road Department to the east of the airport and the airport itself.


There being no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 9:55 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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