6:00 P.M.


	The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald Odom, Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


	The meeting was opened with prayer by Norman Anders and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


	Chairman Hillhouse then called for any requests from those present for additional agenda items.  There were no requests at that time.


	Next item on the agenda was approval of the minutes of the March 18, 28, and April 1, 1997 meetings.  Commissioner Udell pointed out an error on page 191 of the March 18, 1997 minutes, last paragraph, where Mr. Airth should be reflected as having sworn in Mr. Wainwright, not Mr. Lewis.  Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


	Steve Lee, Live Oak Postmaster requested adoption of a resolution proclaiming May 10, 1997 as National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive Day in Suwannee County.  He read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the resolution proclaiming May 10, 1997 as National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive Day in Suwannee County as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-23)


	Mayor Buddy Nott, Vice Chairman of the Tourist Development Council requested adoption of a resolution proclaiming May 7, 1997 as Hospitality Employees Appreciation Day in Suwannee County.  After Mayor Nott read the resolution aloud, Commissioner Odom motioned for adoption of same.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-24)


	Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator presented for the Board’s consideration a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1996 Annual Report.  He briefly covered the report for the Board and read the resolution aloud.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1996 Annual Report as requested (by resolution).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-25)


	Mr. Allen then recommended awarding the bid for architectural barriers to handicap accessibility in public buildings to Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $672,294.  He reported that $39,625 of that bid is for renovation of the bathrooms at the Coliseum, which is the only phase of the project that the A.D.A. grant will not fund.  Mr. Allen explained that the various projects are prioritized, and he would like to structure the contract to allow the county the option to hold off on the last two projects on the priority list in case the other projects end up costing more than anticipated.


	Mr. Allen briefly touched on the old library building.  He reminded the Board that an elevator will need to be installed in the old library building as well as renovation of the bathrooms in order to utilize the building for office space.  In addition, the report has come back on the structural status of the old library building and in the opinion of Keen Engineering and Ardeman & Associates, the structure does not have any critical safety problems.  However, some work will eventually need to be done under the foundation at a cost in the neighborhood of $40,000 to $50,000.


	There is also a foundation problem at the building department structure, which apparently needs a footing under the existing footing and a concrete wall with reinforcing rod and concrete up against the existing wall at a projected cost of $35,000.  The building department, Mr. Allen continued, appears to be a more pressing issue than the library at this time.


	Commissioner Scott motioned that the bid (for architectural barriers to handicap accessibility in public buildings) be awarded to Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom.


	Before the vote was taken, Mr. Allen suggested utilizing the $35,000 previously designated for the sewer upgrade with the City of Live Oak toward the cost of renovating the Coliseum bathrooms.  The Board was in agreement with Mr. Allen’s suggestion.


	Motion carried unanimously.


	For the purpose of clarification, Commissioner Scott included in his motion and Commissioner Odom in his second that the money previously designated for the I-10 project (sewer upgrade) be applied toward making the restrooms at the Coliseum Complex handicap accessible.


	Dan Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator then requested input from the Board regarding guidelines to correct the financial situation of the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department.


	He conveyed to the Board the recommendation of the Fire Committee:  That the Fire Committee take control of the Ranchettes’ finances to insure proper management of funds; that all requests for purchases will be submitted to the Fire Committee for approval, and if approved, a purchase order will be issued and the item purchased; and that the Ranchettes utilize a gas card for fuel purchases.


	He added that several other Volunteer Fire Departments are running out of funding and reported that the overall financial problem with the Volunteer Fire Departments will be addressed at the next meeting of the Fire Committee.


	There was much discussion regarding the shortage of funding in several of the Volunteer Fire Departments.  It was pointed out that some Volunteer Fire Departments answer more calls than others, thus incurring more expenses.


	Commissioner Udell reported that he has been informed by S & S Food Stores that the Volunteer Fire Departments will be allowed to charge fuel at the pump at wholesale.


	Both the Board and members of the audience talked over several possible ways to address the situation.  Commissioner Udell motioned that the proposal of the Fire Committee to address the financial problem at the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department be approved and that an additional $3,500 be issued to the Ranchettes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker.


	Before the vote was taken, W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court clarified that the $3,500 would be coming out of the equipment line of the Fire Fund.


	Motion carried unanimously.


	Ray Brown, Public Works Director then recommended awarding the bid for seven tandum drive motor graders with front-mounted scarfiers to Industrial Tractor Company, Inc., Lake City, Florida, who submitted the low bid in the net amount of $766,619 for seven John Deere Model 670-C motor graders, or $115,269 after the five-year buy-back.  This breaks down to $16,467 for five years’ use or $3,293 per year.  He further recommended that $210,534 for the two years with two annual payments at a special government rate of 6.25% a.p.r.


	Commissioner Scott motioned that the Board accept the bid for seven tandum drive motor graders with front-mounted scarfiers from Industrial Tractor Company, Inc.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


	In consideration of approval of job descriptions for Shop Supervisor and Service and Parts Supervisor in the Public Works Department, Mr. Brown briefly explained the classification changes.


	Commissioner Scott motioned that the classification changes in the Public Works Department be accepted (job descriptions for Shop Supervisor and Service and Parts Supervisor).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


	Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.


�
7:15 P.M.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a bid opening for the roofing project at the Suwannee County Coliseum.  W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court opened and read the following bids: 


	Wenco, Inc., Tallahassee, Florida, submitted a bid in three parts.  For a 24-gauge galvanized standing seam roof, $58,320; to install box gutters, down spouts, 24-gauge galvanized on both sides of the roof and front walkway, $5,850; to install 24-gauge, galvanized standing seam metal roof system with 1 1/4 inch risers to create an aqueduct pitch on top of the existing building, $18,700; and applying an acrylic roof coating system, $16,000; for a total amount of $98,870.


	Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., submitted a bid in the total amount of $111,430; with an alternate in the amount of $11,050.


	Clerk Henderson announced that Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc. submitted a bid bond, however, Wenco, Inc. apparently did not.


	The bids were turned over to Mr. Allen for review of the specifications.


	Next, Chairman Hillhouse announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving a site plan, as submitted by AquaPenn Spring Water Co., Inc. for a water bottling plant.


	Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium.  He explained the recent changes regarding quasi-judicial proceedings, and was then sworn in by Hal Airth, County Attorney.  Mr. Allen then proceeded to give his staff report.  He reported that notice of this hearing was duly published in the Branford News and was also mailed to seven nearby property owners.  In addition, a sign notifying the public of the hearing was placed in front of the property.  Mr. Allen then covered his concurrency assessment and referenced the Site Development Plan Application.


	Mr. Allen answered questions directed at him by several members of the audience regarding his staff report and concurrency assessment.


	Eddie Lauth, President of AquaPenn Spring Water Co., Inc., was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He gave a brief history of his company, and then reviewed the site plan for the Board.  He answered numerous questions for the Board and members of the audience.


	In response to a question by Commissioner Baker, Mr. Lauth stated that he would not object to placing a gauge on the well to monitor the amount of water being pumped.


	Mr. Lauth also agreed to provide traffic signs in the area warning vehicles to slow down.  He also agreed to place the lighting around the plant facing away from surrounding properties.


	Mr. Lauth stated that he plans to have his plant operational by the Fall (1997) if the Special Permit is granted.


	A member of the audience pointed out that the well pipe is visible to cave divers in one of the caverns of Little River Springs.  Mr. Lauth stated that he would have to remedy any possibility of a diver becoming trapped in the well pipe prior to building the plant.


	Mr. Lauth stated that he would hope to run the plant twenty-four hours a day.


	Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.


April 15, 1997


Live Oak, Florida


8:50 P.M.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and called for anyone wishing to speak against the water bottling plant to approach the podium to be sworn in.


	Alfred L. Roberts was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He asked for relocation of the site due to his catfish ponds.  He was concerned that the runoff in the retention ponds would pollute his catfish ponds.  He also expressed concern over the noise pollution.  He also did not feel that there were enough letters mailed out to property owners that would be directly impacted by the plant.


	Mr. Roberts then answered questions for the Commissioners.


	Dale Roberts was then sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He distributed a Letter of Opposition.  He stated that he is a Senior Designer of R.A.M. Professional Group, an Engineering, Planning, and Environmental Consulting Firm.  He felt that the plant would indeed adversely impact the surrounding property owners and the recreational value of the property and spring.


	He then clarified for Commissioner Udell that he is not necessarily opposed to the water bottling plant, just the location.


	Mr. Lauth then approached the podium and stated that it would not be feasible to locate his plant where the Roberts are suggesting.  He stressed that Mr. Roberts will not be able to hear the noise from the plant because all the machinery is indoors.  If any noise can be heard at the Roberts’ property from the current proposed site, then it can be heard from the suggested site.  In addition, the site proposed by the Roberts would be even closer to the well and park.  He further stated that he sees no basis where his retention ponds will contaminate the Roberts’ catfish ponds and challenged the Roberts to show AquaPenn’s engineers such a basis.


	Bob Brown was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He spoke in favor of the water bottling plant.  He encouraged the Board to give serious consideration to granting the permit because of the positive economic impact on the county.


	Steve Gamble, a representative of Save Our Suwannee, Inc., was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  On behalf of Save Our Suwannee, Inc., he expressed his opposition to the water bottling plant.  Mr. Gamble stated that Save Our Suwannee, Inc. is opposed to shipping any Suwannee County water out of Suwannee County.  He also expressed concern over the nitrate problem in the county.


	Robert Hearst, Laboratory Director of AquaPenn was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He stated that AquaPenn’s lab is continuing to monitor the water on a regular basis, and the findings thus far do not reflect the dangerous range of nitrates quoted by Mr. Gamble.


	There was no one further wishing to speak in favor of or against the water bottling plant.


	Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Item 11 as requested for a resolution (approving a site plan, as submitted by AquaPenn Spring Water Co., Inc. for a water bottling plant).  Commissioner Baker seconded the motion, however, wanted the motion to include a tree buffer for the surrounding property owners.  (See Resolution No. 97-26)


	Before the vote was taken, Mr. Lauth agreed to pledge not to exceed $7,000 toward a buffer between his plant and Mr. Roberts’ property.  He also agreed to provide a sign warning the truck drivers of the children on the road waiting for the bus.


	Commissioner Udell and Baker both confirmed that their motion and second respectively includes Mr. Lauth’s offer toward a buffer for Mr. Roberts’ property not to exceed $7,000.


	The Board unanimously adopted the resolution.  (See Resolution No. 97-26)


	Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.


April 15, 1997


Live Oak, Florida


9:50 P.M.


	Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced the next public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-01 by Moises and Lisette Rodriguez, as agents for James and Vera Fountain for four (4) chicken houses on property zoned Agriculture-1.


	Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was still under oath.  He then presented his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that public notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat, mailed to the appropriate property owners, and posted on a sign in front of the property.


	For the record, Mr. Allen referenced a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Fountain appointing Mr. and Mrs. Rodriguez as their agents.


	Mr. Allen then offered to take questions from the Board and members of the audience, which he answered.


	Moises Rodriguez approached the podium to speak in favor of the Special Permit and was then sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He answered questions for several members of the audience and the Board.


	Antonia Ramirez was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Ramirez responded to questions from the audience.


	Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. Ramirez left the podium.


	Wayne Phillitson was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He spoke in opposition to the chicken houses and answered questions directed at him by the audience.


	Darlene Moody was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She spoke in favor of the chicken houses.  Ms. Moody also answered questions directed at her by the audience.


	John Flowers, Sr. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He voiced his opposition to the chicken houses.


	Manore Pate was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She spoke in opposition to the chicken houses and answered questions directed at her.


	Norman Anders was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He spoke in opposition to the chicken houses.  He suggested moving the houses away from the road and deeper into the 160 acres.


	Mr. Rodriguez agreed to move the chicken houses deeper into the property if he had too, however, Mr. Airth explained that such a move (800 feet) would substantially change the application.


	It was suggested that the condition be added that the applicants cannot stockpile chicken litter on the property.


	There was no one further wishing to speak in favor of or against the permit.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Odom, the Board adopted a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-01 by Moises and Lisette Rodriguez, as agents for James and Vera Fountain, for four (4) chicken houses, with the condition that a letter be submitted from Gold Kist verifying that no chicken litter will be stockpiled on the property.  Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Scott opposed.  (See Resolution No. 97-27)


	Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.


April 15, 1997


Live Oak, Florida


10:45 a.m.


	Next was a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-02 by Raymond L. Fletcher, Jr. for six (6) chicken houses.


	Mr. Allen was still under oath.  He presented his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that public notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat, mailed to the appropriate property owners, and posted on a sign in front of the property.


	Mr. Allen then offered to take questions from the Board and members of the audience.  He answered several questions for the Board.


	After being sworn in by Mr. Airth, Raymond L. Fletcher, Jr. approached the podium to answer questions.  There being no questions from the Board or members of the audience, Mr. Fletcher left the podium.


	Elizabeth Widsneth was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She offered testimony in favor of the chicken houses.


	There was no one further wishing to offer testimony either for or against the special permit.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Odom and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-02 by Raymond L. Fletcher, Jr. for six (6) chicken houses.  (See Resolution No. 97-28)


	The next public hearing was to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-03 by Margaret Allen and Sid Allen, III for a solid waste facility (construction and demolition debris landfill).


	Mr. Allen was still under oath.  He gave a brief history behind Mr. Allen’s C & D Landfill, and then presented his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that public notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat, mailed to the appropriate property owners, and posted on a sign in front of the property.


	Mr. Allen then offered to take questions from the Board and members of the audience.  There were no questions at that time.


	Sid Allen, III was then sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He offered lengthy testimony in support of the special permit, and then offered to answer questions.  Commissioner Baker had some questions regarding several reports filed by the Department of Environmental Protection, which Mr. Allen answered to his satisfaction.


	There being no further questions from the Board or members of the audience, Mr. Allen left the podium.


	Bill O’Connor was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  During questioning by James W. Prevatt, Attorney at Law, Mr. O’Connor stated that he is a real estate broker and appraiser in Suwannee County.  He stated that, in his opinion, the C & D Landfill will not have an adverse effect on the surrounding property value.


	John Wallace was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He voiced his opposition to the special permit.


	Mr. Prevatt asked Mr. Wallace several questions, which Mr. Wallace answered.


	There were no further questions or comments from the audience.


	Commissioner Udell motioned and Commissioner Scott seconded that the Board adopt a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-04-03 by Margaret Allen and Sid Allen, III for a solid waste facility (construction and demolition debris landfill).


	Before the vote was taken, a member of the audience requested that a stronger gate be placed at the entrance, and asked for clarification regarding the hours of operation.  Sid Allen agreed to strengthen the gate.


	It was clarified for the record that the special permit will expire at the same time as the D.E.P. permit:  August 24, 1997, and the hours of operation will be from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.


	Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Baker opposed.  (See Resolution No. 97-29)


	Next, Chairman Hillhouse announced the opening of letters of interest for construction of a waterline extension to I-10 and appointment of a committee to review the letters and make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners.


	Mr. (Ed) Allen read the list of those engineers that submitted a letter of interest:  Bailey, Bishop & Lane; Conklin, Porter & Holmes; Darabi & Associates, Inc.; Gee & Jenson; Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc.; Professional Engineering Consultants, Inc.; Suwannee Valley Engineering; and Tampa Bay Engineering; and then explained the selection process.


	Chairman Hillhouse suggested that the committee to review the letters of interest consist of himself, Ray Brown, Public Works Director, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, Willard Hewitt of the City of Live Oak, and John Howard with the Industrial Development Authority.


  	Commissioner Odom motioned for approval of the committee.


	The Board set a special meeting to discuss the findings of the committee for Tuesday, April 29, 1997 at 7:00 P.M.


	Motion to appoint the committee as suggested was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried by unanimous vote.


	Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court approached the podium to request the Board’s approval to destroy records pertaining to the Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of Records Disposition Request J1220500.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


	Clerk Henderson clarified that audio cassettes from Board meetings will not be destroyed.


	In consideration of reappointments and appointments to the Suwannee County Development Authority, the following recommendations were made:


	Commissioner Odom recommended that Steve Johnson from District 5 be appointed to complete the term of Robert Kelly, who recently resigned.


	Chairman Hillhouse recommended that John S. Howard from District 4 be reappointed.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Odom, the Board unanimously approved the reappointment/appointments to the Suwannee County Development Authority as recommended.


	Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


	Next on the agenda was staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen reported that Florida Power & Light conducted an energy audit on several county offices, the results of which will be presented at the next regular Board meeting.  One of the suggestions was to utilize the air conditioner/heating system at the jail to service the Courthouse.


	W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, announced a meeting with Department Heads set for Monday, April 28, 1997 at 4:00 P.M. to distribute budget packets.  He had five requests for the Board regarding this year’s budget process.  He wanted to include in the budget packet an employee detail verification, a budget detail change, an outline plan for machinery and equipment for the current year and possibly a five-year plan, a narrative of expenditure line items regarding any 10% increase, and budget worksheets.  He also requested that all Department Heads be required to participate in the budget process.  The Board was in agreement with these requests.


	Alton K. Williams, Jr., Sheriff reviewed his monthly report.  He also reported that the twenty radar units are installed and in service and the new beds for the jail are due next week.  Sheriff Williams further reported that he is in the process of choosing new computer software.  Also, the Supervisor from the local D.E.A. office will be delivering a $6,000 check for the Law Enforcement Trust Fund.  The Sheriff further reported that construction is about to begin on the impound yard.  Sheriff Williams warned the Board that there is a need for preventative maintenance on both the chiller and the generator at the jail.


	Mr. Allen commented that the county agreed to pave the lot currently being utilized as an impound yard when the School Board donated the property.


	In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 282 through 306 totaling $925,198.63, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried in a unanimous vote with Commissioner Udell abstaining because batch number 297 includes a payment of $475 to Douglas M. Udell Funeral Home for the transfer of a body of Portia R. Lambert to the Medical Examiners’ Office.


�
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS


APRIL 15, 1997


�
FUND�
�
AMOUNT�
�
GENERAL FUND�
�
$270,321.53 �
�
FINE AND FORFEITURE�
�
$370,793.46 �
�
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND�
�
$10,733.73 �
�
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE�
�
$6,018.87 �
�
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT�
�
$3,020.42 �
�
ROAD AND BRIDGE�
�
$83,487.24 �
�
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT�
�
$1,598.89 �
�
LIBRARY FUND�
�
$34,358.47 �
�
RECREATION FUND�
�
$9,674.77 �
�
SPORTS COMPLEX�
�
$42,055.89 �
�
COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION�
�
$870.00 �
�
INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS�
�
$48,000.00 �
�
FIRE PROTECTION FUND�
�
$13,069.66 �
�
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION�
�
$20,428.88 �
�
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL�
�
$10,766.82 �
�
TOTAL:�
�
$925,198.63 �
�



	Under other business, the Board decided that zoning issues will now be heard on the second Tuesday night of the month at 7:00 P.M. rather than during regular Board meetings.


	There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn at 12:05 a.m.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.





							___________________________________


ATTEST:						EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN


							SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF


							COUNTY COMMISSIONERS


__________________________________


W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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