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April 1, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Ray Brown and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Hillhouse then called for any requests for additional items to the agenda.  Commissioner Baker requested discussion concerning the financial situation of the Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department.  Accordingly, Commissioner Odom moved that the requested item be added to the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried by unanimous vote.


Louis Berry, Northeast Florida Health Planning Council Board of Directors presented an update of the Council’s activities.


Carolyn Ward, Victim Witness Coordinator for the Third Judicial Circuit and Representative for Suwannee Valley Victim Assistance Coalition requested adoption of a resolution proclaiming the week of April 13 - 19, 1997 as 1997 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week in Suwannee County.


Several members of the Coalition were present at the meeting:  Linda Dedge of the Guardian Ad Litem Program; Lana Arnold, of the Lafayette County Teen Court; Anita Summers of Vivid Visions; Sandra Duval of the Suwannee County School System; a representative of the M.A.D.D. Chapter of Columbia County; Barbara Lewis, M.A..D.D. Chapter of Suwannee County; Jean Fieler, Suwannee County Teen Court, Nolan McLeod, Live Oak Chief of Police; and Al Williams, Suwannee County Sheriff.


After Ms. Ward read the resolution aloud, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-18)


Jim Senterfitt, Chairman of the Suwannee River Soil & Water Conservation District, requested adoption of a resolution proclaiming April 27 - May 4, 1997 as Soil and Water Stewardship Week in Suwannee County.  He read the resolution aloud, after which, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-19)


Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council recommended the appointment of Fred DeVane to fill the unexpired term of Lura Sapp, who has recently resigned from the Tourist Development Council.  Accordingly, Commissioner Scott motioned for appointment of Fred DeVane to fill the unexpired term of Lura Sapp on the Tourist Development Council.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Upon the request of Major Les Hall of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department, Commissioner Udell motioned that Beryl Mayo of the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Department be designated to coordinate the preparation of the county’s application for Drug Control and System Improvement Program Funds for Fiscal Year 1998.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

April 1, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

9:30 A.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a bid opening for removal of architectural barriers to handicap accessibility in public buildings.  W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court opened and read aloud the only bid, which was received on March 28, 1997 at 4:00 p.m.:


Scott Peterson Construction Co., Inc., 645 North Lane Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida  32254:


Courthouse, 200 South Ohio Avenue, Live Oak, Florida

$170,264


Courthouse Annex, 215 Pine Avenue, Live Oak, Florida

$155,782


County Offices, 224 Pine Avenue, Live Oak, Florida


$  15,682


County Building Department, 220 Pine Avenue, Live Oak, Florida
$  12,745


Sheriff’s Building, 202 Pine Avenue, Live Oak, Florida

$  24,319


County Agricultural Extension Building



$  18,462


Agricultural Coliseum






$  13,876


Coliseum, non-handicapped accessible restroom improvements
$  39,625


Exhibition II Building






$  10,630


Old Library Building






$140,897


Interior Areas of Coliseum Complex




$  35,303


Livestock Arena Building





$  35,339





TOTAL BID




$672,924

Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator explained that the bid would need to be forwarded to Tallahassee for their review.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested the Board’s consideration of approval of use of the communications surcharge trust fund to provide emergency dispatch communications redundancy for all emergency services.  Mr. McDonald explained the importance of having the redundancy and how he plans to implement it.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Agenda Item Number 12 as requested by Murel McDonald (approval of use of the communications surcharge trust fund to provide emergency dispatch communications redundancy for all emergency services).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Before the vote was taken, Mr. McDonald stated that the total cost involved is $21,423.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to discuss the use of citations for code enforcement violations.  He described the current approach to code enforcement violations as a lengthy process involving extensive paperwork.  As an alternative, he suggested appointing a Code Enforcement Officer to issue citations.  The process would involve a warning notice allowing thirty days to correct the violation.  If, at the end of thirty days, the violation has not been corrected, then a citation will be issued.  If the individual being violated does not agree with the citation, that individual will have the opportunity to appear in Court.  Mr. Allen explained that an ordinance would need to be drafted outlining the responsibilities of the Code Enforcement Officer.


Mr. Allen added that although this approach would definitely speed up the process, it was the recommendation of the Code Enforcement Department that the Board decline this course of action at this time.


After Mr. Allen answered several questions for the Board and members of the audience, the Board instructed Mr. Allen to further investigate the possibility of a Code Enforcement Officer issuing citations for code enforcement violations.


At 10:00 A.M., Ray Brown, Public Works Director approached the podium for a bid opening for seven tandem drive motor graders with front-mounted scarfiers.  While an individual went to retrieve the bids from the County Offices, Clerk Henderson again made a formal request that all bids be directed to the Clerk’s Office for safekeeping until the bid opening.


Also, Commissioner Udell referenced minutes from Book 19, Pages 306-311 which state clearly that all bid specifications come to the County Commissioners first before being advertised.  Based upon this information, Commissioner Udell recommended that all the bids received on the motor graders be rejected.


Mr. Brown clarified that the bid specifications in question were read aloud in the Board meeting prior to advertising.  Commissioner Udell wanted the minutes to reflect that he has no recollection of the specifications having been read aloud at a Board meeting.  He felt that the specifications in question have effectively eliminated certain companies.


Ted Gerald, a representative of Ring Power Corporation approached the podium to ask that the Board consider making a few exceptions to the specifications.  Specifically, he requested that the cubic inches be decreased by seven cubic inches, or he would have to enter a bid for a larger grader.  In addition, the scarfier on his Caterpillar motor graders are located behind the front tires.  He also asked that the Board consider a variable horsepower configuration.


Mr. Brown voiced his preference for a front-mounted scarfier because of the nature of Public Works, such as pushing trees out of the way.  He clarified that he would not consider location of the scarfier as a basis to reject the bid.


A representative of John Deere described the motor grader being offered by John Deere as a larger machine than the grader being offered by Ring Power.  He also explained that it meets the specifications.


Mr. Gerald of Ring Power Corporation passed out a specification comparison for the Board’s review.


Clerk Henderson then proceeded to open the bids and read them aloud.


Ring Power Corporation, Jacksonville, Florida submitted a bid for a Caterpillar Model 12H motor grader, 140 HP at $134,000 each for a total $938,000 for seven; less a trade-in for Model 120 motor grader of $7,500 for a balance of $930,500; with a repair guarantee of 7,500 hours or five years at $2,000 per grader for a total of $14,000 for all seven; total cost with price of machines and repair guarantee is $944,500; guaranteed buy-back after five years is $110,000 each for a total of $770,000 total; net cost is $174,500; or


For a Caterpillar 120H VHP, $113,472 each for total cost of $794,303 for all seven; less a trade-in of $7,500 each for a balance of $186,804 for all seven.  Repairs for 7,500 hours or five years at $2,000 each for a total of $14,000 for seven; total cost with repair guarantee is $800,804; guaranteed buy-back is $630,000 for a total purchase price with repair and buy-back guarantee is $170,874.


Industrial Tractor Company, Lake City, Florida, submitted a bid for a John Deere, 670C motor grader, $763,819; less trade in of motor grader Model 120 of $7,700 for a balance of $756,119; repairs of 7,500 hours or five years is $10,500 for all seven graders; total cost with repair guarantee is $766,619; buy-back guaranteed price at the end of 7,500 hour or five years is $651,350; total cost with purchase price, repair guarantee and buy-back of $115,269.


Chairman Hillhouse announced Industrial Tractor Company as apparent low bidder.  The bids were turned over to Ray Brown for review of specifications.


Harry Weaver then introduced Jay Walls, the new Suwannee High School Football Coach.  He briefly described Mr. Walls’ ten years of experience, including professional football.  Mr. Walls expressed his excitement at being a part of Suwannee County and looked forward to working with the team.  The Board welcomed Mr. Walls into the community.


Mr. Weaver invited everyone to attend “Jay Walls Day” on Saturday, April 12, 1997 from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. at the Langford Stadium.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed the meeting for a break.

April 1, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

11:00 A.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to access to local public officials in quasi-judicial proceedings on local government land use matters.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator briefly reviewed the history behind quasi-judicial proceedings and explained how it will effect the Board.  Specifically, non-parties are now able to testify before a quasi-judicial body.  In addition, disclosure of ex-parte communication is no longer required, however, all decisions must be supported by substantial, competent evidence of record, irrespective of such communication.


Mr. Allen also reported that this ordinance would repeal Suwannee County Ordinance No. 95-10.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the floor for public comment on the ordinance.


Lowry Dykes expressed his opinion in favor of the ordinance.


Chairman Hillhouse closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Item Nine (to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to access to local public officials in quasi-judicial proceedings on local government land use matters) as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 97-13)


Lamar Jenkins was not present to discuss approval for reimbursement of attorney fees.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney reminded the Board that this matter was tabled approximately one month ago, and is now coming back before the Board.


Commissioner Odom moved that the request (for approval of reimbursement of attorney fees) be denied.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Udell opposed.


For the next item on the agenda, Mr. Allen requested that the Board consider adopting a resolution establishing a $100 per year fee for the issuance of a Certificate of Registration for a dangerous dog in accordance with Suwannee County Ordinance No. 96-03.  He explained that the Sheriff and his staff are now setting up procedures to enforce the ordinance.


Mr. Allen defined a dangerous dog as a dog that has bitten somebody, or a dog that leaves the owner’s property to growl, bark, or nip at an individual, or a dog that kills livestock (owned by someone other than the owner of the dog), such as chickens.  If a dog behaves in an aggressive manner toward an invited guest to the owner’s property, that dog, at the deputy’s discretion, could be determined as dangerous.


Mr. Allen then answered several questions for those present regarding potential liability for dog bites and how an assumed invited guest, such as a meter reader, would factor in to the ordinance and resolution.


Mr. Airth referenced a chapter in the Florida Statutes covering liability issues that specifically addresses dog bites.


Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of the annual fee as requested (a resolution establishing a $100 per year fee for the issuance of a Certificate of Registration for a dangerous dog in accordance with Suwannee County Ordinance No. 96-03).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried by unanimous vote.  (See Resolution No. 97-20)


Next up for approval were job descriptions for Shop Supervisor and Service and Parts Supervisor in the Public Works Department.  Ray Brown, Public Works Director briefly explained the restructuring of the shop and personnel.  Mr. Brown pointed out a savings to the county rather than a cost due to splitting the responsibilities of one individual that retired and restructuring two positions that were recently vacated.  He explained that both positions will be Level Seven.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Odom and second by Commissioner Scott, the Board authorized the change as requested (approval of the job descriptions for Shop Supervisor and Service and Parts Supervisor in the Public Works Department).


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Baker requested that this matter be tabled until the next regular Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Under additional agenda items, Commissioner Baker brought to the Board’s attention that the Suwannee Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department is out of funding due to unanticipated expenses.  He suggested that the county take a more active role in the expenditures of the department and that next year their funding be disbursed in two separate allotments.


Mr. Allen clarified that the Fire Network authorized an additional $3,500 and the Fire Committee recommended that the expenditures of the Ranchettes be monitored more closely.  In order to avoid a repeat of such incidents as the account being overdrawn, for example, their expenditures would require prior approval and those expenditures would be paid directly out of the fire fund.  He emphasized that the Ranchettes does a good job and they answer numerous calls; possibly more than any other volunteer fire department.


The Board felt that the Ranchettes should be required to produce an itemization of their expenditures to date before authorizing an additional $3,500.


Mr. Allen reported that the fire committee has scheduled a meeting with the Ranchettes to review their expenditures to date.


In light of the fact that the department has access to a gas card and therefore has the capability to respond to calls, the Board decided to table this matter until the next regular meeting.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the fire committee be authorized up to $500 to the Suwannee Ranchettes Volunteer Fire Department for emergency repairs only.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the floor up for public comment.


Lowry Dykes commented on the Babe Ruth League.


Chairman Hillhouse reminded everyone that the Board will be competing in a softball game with the Live Oak City Council on Saturday, April 5, 1997.


Moving on to Staff Reports, Chairman Hillhouse turned the podium over to Ray Brown, Public Works Director.  Mr. Brown referenced proposed minimum requirement pipes for driveways and asked that the Board consider implementing them.  In addition, he asked the Board for guidance on charging for driveway permits.


Chairman Hillhouse explained that the Board would need additional time to review the requests.


In response to a previous request by the Board, Mr. Brown used the Peppers’ site as an example of the average cost of building a collection site:  $95,899.11.


He also asked for direction regarding five possible locations for a collection site:  Johnson property; Frier property; Riser Hill’s Creek Subdivision; Florida Rock property; and Beaver property.


Chairman Hillhouse requested copies of the five proposals for the Board members to review and possibly consider at the next meeting.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries reported that Library Day in Tallahassee was a great success.  He thanked Mary Ann Cook, Secretary of Friends of the Library, Don Aue, Treasurer, and Bernice Brinkley, President for their presence and input at Library Day.


He also reported that there is a problem with the parking lot lights shorting out at the new Live Oak Library.  The electrician has tied the problem down to moisture in the buried cable.


Also, Mr. Hales reported that the sign at the library should be up in about three or four weeks.


Mr. Hales then reported on the progress of the Branford Library.


He informed the Board that he and his staff are progressing forward with their Internet training.


Mr. Hales reported on the Preschool Program and Young Adult Video Program at the library and noted Teen Court’s participation in the programs.


Also, Branford and Jasper are well on the way to being added to the automated library system.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch number 272 through 281 totaling $581,564.67, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

APRIL 1, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$279,776.52 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$17,394.90 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$1,183.41 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	($5,078.25)

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	
	$91.00 

	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	
	$101.88 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$61.64 

	LAW EDUCATION
	
	$81.89 

	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	
	$3,681.60 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$5,204.37 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$34,986.10 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$3,211.41 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$6,272.11 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$47,099.16 

	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	
	$72.86 

	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	
	$129,170.00 

	INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
	
	$602.31 

	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$36,252.50 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$4,131.41 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$2,089.72 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$15,178.13 

	TOTAL:
	
	$581,564.67 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Odom motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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