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March 18, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Jerry Scott, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Barry Baker, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Ed Allen and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-03-01 by Jerry A. Goff and Montina R. Goff for an additional chicken house on property zoned Agriculture-1.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was sworn in by Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, and then presented his staff report and concurrency assessment.  He reported that public notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat, mailed to the appropriate property owners, and posted on a sign in front of the property.


He encouraged the Commissioners to disclose at this time any site visits they may have made as well as any communication they may have participated in regarding this matter.


Chairman Hillhouse commented that he drove by the site in question today.  No other Commissioner offered any comment.


Mr. Allen then offered to take questions from the Board and members of the audience.  He answered several questions for the Board.


Jerry A. Goff was then sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He offered testimony in support of the special permit, and there being no questions from the Board or members of the audience, Mr. Goff left the podium.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Odom, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution granting a special permit on Application Number SP-97-03-01 by Jerry A. Goff and Montina R. Goff for an additional chicken house on property zoned Agriculture-1.  (See Resolution No. 97-15)


Chairman Hillhouse then announced the following proposed additional agenda items, and called for any requests for other additional items to the agenda to be heard under Item 12:


1)
Consider approval of change order pertaining to the EMS/Fire Station for the supply and installation of motor operators at a cost of $5,125; and


2)
Consider approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $2,150 to Small County Coalition for participation fees.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Odom and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to hear the requested Additional Agenda Items under Item 12.


In consideration of approval of the minutes of the February 18 and March 4, 1997 meetings, Commissioner Baker motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, was next on the agenda to request consideration of approval of application for a matching grant to purchase an emergency watercraft vehicle and authorization for the Chairman to execute the application.


Mr. McDonald explained that the grant is a 25% matching, competitive grant, and pointed out the advantage of having an emergency watercraft vehicle at the disposal of both EMS and the Sheriff’s Department.


Mr. McDonald answered at length several questions for the Commissioners and several members of the audience, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of application for a matching grant to purchase an emergency watercraft vehicle and authorization for the Chairman to execute the application.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 97-45)


Several Emergency Medical Services employees were present to request adoption of a resolution supporting passage by the legislature of HB 123 and SB 142 allowing Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics in the Special Risk Classification of the Florida Retirement System.


Mr. McDonald explained the Special Risk Classification and stressed the risky nature of the work performed by Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics, especially in light of the A.I.D.S. crisis.  He estimated a cost to the county in the approximate amount of $37,000.  He then read the resolution aloud.


The Commissioners and the audience had many questions for Mr. McDonald regarding the cost of declaring the E.M.T.’s and Paramedics “Special Risk”, which Mr. McDonald answered.


After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Scott motioned for adoption of the resolution (supporting passage by the legislature of HB 123 and SB 142 allowing Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics in the Special Risk Classification of the Florida Retirement System).  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.  (See Resolution No. 97-16)


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

March 18, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

6:50 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Ray Brown, Public Works Director, who brought up for discussion the possibility of the county contributing construction to the Branford Rails to Trails project.  Mr. Brown projected the cost of the project, which includes labor, fuel equipment cost, and lime rock, at $35,993 with overtime and $28,878 without overtime.  He proposed utilizing for the project one of the four graders dedicated to the South end of the county.  He also requested direction as to whether the Rails to Trails project is a “transportation need”, which would be a requirement in order to use the gas tax money.


Jerry Scarborough of the Suwannee River Water Management District indicated that the District will reimburse the county the $35,993 out of their $200,000 D.O.T. funding.


Mr. Scarborough answered several questions for the Board and members of the public, after which Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board authorize Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to provide the services necessary to perform construction work on the Branford Rails to Trails project.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board write a letter of support for the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. to obtain additional funding from the Farmers Home Administration for the Housing Preservation Program.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Regarding the next item on the agenda, Commissioner Scott motioned that the Board adopt a resolution requesting the Florida Department of Transportation to erect a sign on U.S. 27 east of the Ichetucknee State Park stating “Historic Suwannee River, 9 Miles”.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-17)


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court requested approval to transfer $28,830.50 from the Fine & Forfeiture Fund into the Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Budget to supplement the School Resource Officer Funding.  He explained that the pledges to the Sports Complex and the School Resource Officer Funding exceed the amount of funding in the Law Enforcement Trust Fund.  The proposed solution, he continued, is to utilize unanticipated revenue from traffic fines to make up the shortfall in the School Resource Officer Funding pledge.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously authorized the transfer of $28,830.50 in unanticipated revenue from traffic fines (Fine and Forfeiture) to be transferred to the Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Budget.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

March 18, 1997

Live Oak, Florida

7:30 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a Temporary Special Permit on Application Number SPTU 97-02-01 filed by Couch Construction, L.P. to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, component materials, material handling equipment, and related equipment for a time period not to exceed five years.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Allen proceeded to give his staff report.  He reported that notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and mailed to the appropriate property owners.  He further reported that signs notifying the public of the hearings were placed in front of the property.


He encouraged the Commissioners to disclose any communication they have received, verbal or written, regarding the merits of this application, and whether they made a site visit.


Commissioner Scott reported that he talked to “Toby” Sullivan on March 14, 1997, who expressed his opposition to the Temporary Permit.


Commissioner Udell also talked to “Toby” Sullivan, who gave several reasons why he is in opposition to the Temporary Permit.


Chairman Hillhouse talked to “Toby” Sullivan and Rob Wahl of Anderson Columbia, both of whom were in opposition to the permit.  He also spoke to Don Wainwright, who asked the Chairman several questions about the permit.


Commissioner Odom reported that he talked to “Toby” Sullivan, Rob Wahl and Mr. Warren, all of whom were in opposition to the plant.


Commissioner Baker reported that he talked to “Toby” Sullivan, who felt his property would decrease in value.  Mr. Warren was concerned for the employees of Anderson Columbia.  He also spoke to Ken Cohn from the Industrial Waste Water Division for the State of Florida, and Johnny Kohl from the Air Division of D.E.P. in Jacksonville regarding permitting regulations for batch asphalt plants.  In addition, he had a meeting with Henry Haggerty, John Collins, Nat Persod, and Charlie Crews, all from D.O.T., in order to get a better understanding of what asphalt plants involve.


Chairman Hillhouse invited those present to ask any questions of the Commissioners regarding their ex-parte communication.  There was no one present wishing to question the Commissioners at that time.


Mr. Airth polled each Commissioner individually as to whether their ex-parte communication would effect their ability to make a fair and impartial decision.  Each Commissioner answered that it would not.


In making their decision, Mr. Allen suggested several factors for the Board’s consideration:


1.
That the permit, if approved, be subject to the contractor being awarded a D.O.T. road paving contract;


2.
That it be specified which D.O.T. jobs can be accomplished from this site;


3.
That it be required that the retention ponds on the southeast corner be a minimum of seventy feet west of the Sullivan property;


4.
That truck warning signs be placed on U.S. 90 east and west of the site;


5.
That the contractors maintain Railroad Street in passable condition for the public and restored upon completion of construction;


6.
That the plant only operate during daylight hours; and


7.
That all material and equipment be removed from the site upon completion, and that an environmental audit be conducted on the property to be furnished to the county and the property owner.


Mr. Allen then answered several questions posed to him by the Commissioners.


Edwin B. Browning, Jr., Attorney for “Toby” Sullivan stated for the record that the sign was not prominently posted on the property as required by the county’s ordinance and L.D.R.’s.  He asked Mr. Allen if he posted the sign on the property as required.  Mr. Allen responded that the building inspectors post the signs, and that he cannot state for the record that the sign was posted on the property.


Cloyce Darnell, Vice President of Couch Construction, L.P. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He described the proposed layout of the plant and described for the Board his company’s past performance, including their environmental record.  He entered into the record a letter from D.E.P. substantiating his claim.  He gave a brief history of the process leading up to the permit hearing, and described his future plans for the plant.  He indicated that his company is planning to hire local workers for the plant.


Mr. Darnell was questioned at length by the Commissioners.  Specifically, Mr. Darnell stated that he did not foresee his plant causing any damage to Mr. Sullivan’s property.  He also predicted that his company would hire approximately 25 to 35 people and clarified that it would not be feasible for him to place a plant at the location in question if he is not awarded the interstate project.  Regarding the suggested conditions, Mr. Darnell had reservations regarding bearing the entire burden of the maintenance of Railroad Street since his company is not the sole user of the road.  He also indicated that he would have the ability to perform work on other projects in the area and even hoped to deal with the county with their asphalt purchases.


The Chairman then opened the floor for questions from the audience.  Mr. Darnell answered questions directed at him by Linda Dye and James West, two members of the audience.


Edwin Browning, Jr., Attorney for “Toby” Sullivan asked Mr. Darnell if he is familiar with the requirements for posting signs on the site, to which Mr. Darnell responded “yes”.  Prompted by Mr. Browning, Mr. Darnell stated that he was instructed by the County Coordinator’s office to pick up the sign from the site and bring it to the hearing.  When questioned further, Mr. Darnell responded that the sign was not posted on the site, however, he could not say exactly how far away from the property the sign was posted.


It was clarified that it is not the responsibility of Mr. Darnell to place the sign on the property.


Linda Dye, a member of the Zoning Board interjected that the sign placement was not an issue at the Zoning Hearing.


After further questioning by Mr. Browning, Mr. Darnell referred Mr. Browning to his attorney.


Mr. Airth counseled that Mr. Browning has the right to question Mr. Darnell.


Mr. Browning accordingly proceeded to further question Mr. Darnell at length, primarily regarding his motivation for wanting to locate a plant at the site in question and the economic impact of the plant on the surrounding property owners.  Mr. Darnell reported that although he personally did not contact Mr. Sullivan regarding the plant prior to the Zoning Hearing, at the Zoning Hearing he felt Mr. Sullivan, while not in favor of the plant, was at least satisfied with the conditions placed on the plant.


James W. Prevatt, Jr. then briefly questioned Mr. Darnell regarding railroad access to the site.


Mr. Darnell concluded by stating that all he wants is an opportunity to get some work and give Suwannee County residents an opportunity to work.


Prompted by Commissioner Odom, Mr. Airth counseled that the alleged misplacement of the sign would be an issue Mr. Sullivan would be entitled to bring up on appeal should the Board grant the Special Temporary Permit.


Linda Dye reiterated that no one spoke up at the Zoning Board hearing regarding any misplacement of the sign.


S. C. “Toby” Sullivan was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Prompted by Mr. Browning, Mr. Sullivan explained that the sign was located approximately 395 feet east of the east line of the proposed site and identified photographs taken by him depicting the placement of the sign.  Those photographs were entered into the record as Sullivan’s Exhibits One and Two, and handed to the Court Reporter.  Mr. Sullivan described his background and knowledge as a real estate broker/appraiser, and stated that an asphalt plant would decrease the value of his property.  He further stated that a plant would not fit in with the surrounding businesses.  Mr. Sullivan acknowledged that he basically concurred with the permit being granted at the time of the Zoning Hearing in the spirit of being a good neighbor, however, after further review into the matter, he is now adamantly opposed to the plant.  In addition, he was not aware of the misplacement of the signs until today.  He affirmed that he is opposed to the plant, and cannot think of a single advantage of the site.


Mr. Sullivan clarified for Bill Birchfield, Attorney for Couch Construction, that his son-in-law is not a pilot for Anderson Columbia, and is in fact, on total disability and is not currently capable of flying an airplane.  Mr. Birchfield asked Mr. Sullivan if he felt his land would lose value if the asphalt plant was located there.  Mr. Sullivan responded that in his personal opinion, it would.


Mr. Sullivan clarified for Linda Dye that he was not aware at the Zoning Hearing that his son-in-law (LeRoy Sanderson) was indeed on full disability, and in fact did not know the individual in question was on disability until approximately one week ago.  Besides that, Mr. Sullivan continued, the matter is irrelevant.


Mr. Sullivan clarified that he first contacted Mr. Browning yesterday for representation in this case, and further, that he is present tonight on behalf of himself and his wife.  He stated that he is the owner of the property, not Anderson Columbia.


In response to a comment by Linda Dye that the photographs at the Zoning Hearing clearly depicted signs on the property, Mr. Sullivan clarified that he did not have photographs at the Zoning Hearing, but rather an aerial photograph.


William Davis, Trustee of C. D. Warner Trust, owner of approximately 1,800 acres of property in the area of the proposed site was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Prompted by Mr. Browning, Mr. Davis explained that he is a forester and that he is opposed to the Temporary Special Permit.  He acknowledged for Ms. Dye that neither he nor anyone representing the Trust was present at the Zoning Board Hearing to represent his opposition.  Mr. Birchfield questioned Mr. Davis as to whether he was in opposition to the Anderson Columbia plant, Mr. Davis stated that he has no knowledge of that.  He stated that he is opposed to the plant because he does not see any advantage to the Trust, and if fact felt there could possibly be a disadvantage to the beneficiaries of the Trust later on.


Mr. Allen then answered some questions for the Board.


Donald Wainwright was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He pointed out that at his zoning hearing where the sign was misplaced, his issue was tabled for two weeks.  Mr. Allen clarified that the delay was not because of the sign issue.


Willie Gardner, a twenty-one year employee of Anderson Columbia was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  He stated that he did not see the advantage of allowing a plant into the community that would hire twenty-five people when Anderson Columbia currently employs seventy-five.


Mr. Darnell again approached the podium.  He reported that he is aware of approximately $80,000,000 from now until September, 1997, in the budget for work to be bid and contracted over the next two years or so.  He felt there would be ample opportunity for everybody..  He answered several questions for Jack Berry and Mr. Prevatt.


Bill Birchfield, Attorney for Couch Construction, L.P. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Birchfield stressed three points, beginning with the notice issue.  He pointed out that the sign is only one part of a three-part process of publishing, mailing, and posting.  In light of the fact that the question of notice was not brought up at the Zoning Hearing, he did not feel it was at issue.  The second issue is the alleged adverse impact on the value of the adjacent property.  He pointed out that there has been no basis for the opinion that the value of the property will decrease.  Thirdly, Mr. Birchfield stressed that any savings Mr. Darnell’s company can achieve will be a savings to the county.


Edwin B. Browning, Jr. was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Browning directed the Board’s attention to the ordinance setting forth the requirements surrounding a Temporary Special Permit.  He pointed out that the applicants have not met the requirements of that ordinance.  In addition, the sign was not posted in accordance with the ordinance.  He stressed that the Board should not grant a Temporary Special Permit if it does not enhance the community.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth if it is permissible to hear both requests for Temporary Special Permits for asphalt plants before making a decision.  Mr. Airth clarified that the applications are two separate issues and suggested that the application can be tabled for two weeks to correct the situation with the sign.


Commissioner Udell referenced Ms. Dye’s previous comments regarding the sign not being an issue at the Zoning Hearing.  Mr. Airth pointed out that Ms. Dye has offered no testimony in this matter since she has not been sworn in.  Subsequently Linda Dye was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  She stated that the sign placement was not an issue at the Zoning Board Hearing.


Commissioner Udell again asked Mr. Airth if it would be permissible to hear both applications before making a decision on either one.  Mr. Airth again answered that these issues are two separate issues.


Commissioner Scott motioned that this matter be tabled based upon Mr. Airth’s suggestion to allow the sign placement issue to be cleared up.


Motion died for a lack of second.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board allow Couch Construction, L.P. to erect their asphalt plant in Suwannee County.  Chairman Hillhouse clarified that a resolution is being approved as requested to grant a Temporary Special Permit to Couch Construction, L.P. to allow operation of an asphalt plant.   Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Baker suggested that the applicant be required to comply with the conditions suggested by the County Coordinator.


Commissioner Udell amended his motion to include those specific conditions suggested by the County Coordinator, excluding number two.


Mr. Darnell clarified that he would not require that number two be excluded, but rather he does not want to be excluded from performing work for Suwannee County.


Commissioner Scott seconded the amendment to the motion.


After Mr. Airth answered several questions for the Board, the amendment to the motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Odom opposed.


The vote was then taken on the motion, as amended, which carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Odom opposed.  (See Resolution No. 97-21)


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

9:35 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced the next public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a Temporary Special Permit on Application Number SPTU 97-02-02 filed by Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, component materials, material handling equipment, and related equipment for a time period not to exceed five years.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Allen proceeded to give his staff report.  He reported that notice of the hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and mailed to the appropriate property owners.  He further reported that signs notifying the public of the hearings were placed in front of the property.


He encouraged the Commissioners to disclose any communication they have received, verbal or written, regarding the merits of this application, and whether they made a site visit.


Commissioner Scott spoke with Curtis Koon, who expressed his opinion that the permit should be allowed.


Commissioner Udell spoke to Charles Gardner and Mr. Crawford, both of whom briefed him on Anderson Columbia’s contribution to the county.


Chairman Hillhouse spoke with Mr. Wahl, who was in favor of granting the permit.


Commissioner Odom spoke with Mr. Wahl and Mr. Warren, who talked about Anderson Columbia’s contribution to the county.


Commissioner Baker talked to the same people he spoke with regarding the other permit, excluding Mr. Sullivan.  (Mr. Warren, Ken Cohn from the Industrial Waste Water Division for the State of Florida, Johnny Kohl from the Air Division of D.E.P. in Jacksonville, and Henry Haggerty, John Collins, Nat Persod, and Charlie Crews, all from D.O.T.)


There was no one present wishing to question the Commissioners regarding their ex-parte communications.


Mr. Airth polled each Commissioner individually as to whether their ex-parte communication would effect their ability to make a fair and impartial decision.  Each Commissioner answered that it would not.


Responding to Commissioner Udell’s question, Mr. Allen, who was still under oath, stated that to the best of his knowledge, a sign was placed in front of the involved property.


Mr. Allen reiterated the following factors for the Board’s consideration:


1.
Making the permit subject to the contractor being awarded a D.O.T. road paving contract (it was established that Anderson Columbia has already been awarded a contract);


2.
That it be specified which D.O.T. jobs can be performed from this site;


3.
That truck warning signs be placed on U.S. 90, east and west of the site;


4.
That the contractors maintain Railroad Street in passable condition for the public and restored upon completion of construction;


5.
That the plant only operate during daylight hours; and


6.
That all material and equipment be removed from the site upon completion, and that an environmental audit be conducted on the property to be furnished to the county and the property owner.


Mr. Allen answered several other questions for the Commissioners.  Responding to a question regarding the suggested requirement that it be specified which D.O.T. jobs can be performed from the site, Mr. Allen explained that the county may want to consider limiting the jobs to Suwannee County and the surrounding counties.


Mr. Allen clarified for Mr. Birchfield that Anderson Columbia made the application rather than the owner of the land, however, Anderson Columbia is currently leasing the property from the owner.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director had a suggestion regarding the condition that Anderson Columbia maintain the road.  He suggested that Anderson Columbia go ahead and place a layer of coarse and approximately one and one-half inches of asphalt on the involved 4,300 feet of Railroad Street.


Mr. Allen referenced a letter of record from the owner of the property, Evelyn J. Lewis to T. H. McCray of Anderson Columbia giving them permission to use the property for an asphalt factory.


Mr. Airth administered an oath to Ted McCray, President of Anderson Columbia.  He described for the Board the work history of Anderson Columbia and stated that his company has performed approximately 80% of the road work in Suwannee County.  He reported that Anderson Columbia currently has a project to complete for D.O.T., which is why they are seeking the Temporary Special Permit.


Mr. McCray stated that Anderson Columbia proposes to resurface Railroad Street as the first order of business to cut down on the noise of the trucks.  In addition to the requested signs, truck signs will be posted along Highway 90 and Railroad Street.  In addition, signs will be placed on Railroad Street indicating a speed limit of 25 miles per hour.  He did concede that some road work may be performed at night in emergency situations.  Mr. McCray felt that the plant would be a benefit to the county.


Mr. McCray answered several questions directed at him by Commissioner Baker.


Ronnie Poole was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Prevatt questioned Mr. Poole regarding his review of the property.  Mr. Poole stated that a temporary plant would not have any adverse effect on the surrounding property.


Mr. McCray stated that it would be unfair to restrict the use of the plant site to only D.O.T. projects when Anderson Columbia could be doing work for Suwannee County or other businesses in Suwannee County.  He requested the opportunity to do other jobs from that plant.


There was no one else wishing to speak either for or against the permit.


In response to a question by Commissioner Baker, Mr. McCray clarified that he is in agreement with the conditions suggested by the County Coordinator, with the exception that he would like to be able to operate at night in emergency situations and he would like to work on other projects.  Chairman Hillhouse confirmed that Anderson Columbia would be able to bid on projects in Suwannee, Hamilton, Columbia, and Madison Counties.


Commissioner Scott motioned and Commissioner Udell seconded that the Board (adopt a resolution and) grant a Temporary Special Permit (on Application Number SPTU 97-02-02) filed by Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. to allow operation of an asphaltic concrete manufacturing plant, not to exceed five years, subject to the conditions suggested by Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator:  Placement of the truck warning signs; contractors using Railroad Street must maintain it in passable condition to the public and restore the road upon completion; operate the plant only during daylight hours except in emergency situations; and removal of all materials from the site and have an environmental audit conducted on the property.


Commissioner Baker amended the motion to allow night work only in emergency situations where public safety is a factor.  (Amendment was subsequently dropped.)


Donald Wainwright, who was still under oath, briefly spoke on the definition of an emergency situation.


Tim Alcorn was sworn in by Mr. Airth.  Mr. Alcorn suggested that the emergency night work be limited to two nights over a seven day period.


Mr. McCray pointed out that some road construction work has to be performed at night because of the daytime traffic.  He reiterated that the night work will be minimal and on an emergency basis only.  Mr. McCray clarified for Mr. Allen that the night work should not exceed 10%.


Commissioner Odom motioned that the original motion be amended to specify that nighttime work not exceed 10%.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott.  Motion to amend original motion carried unanimously.


Original amended motion carried in a unanimous vote.  (See Resolution No. 97-22)


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break.

10:45 P.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and gave the floor to Bill Birchfield.  He requested that the Board reconsider amending the motion approving the Temporary Special Permit to Couch Construction, L.P. to include the exceptions granted to Anderson Columbia.


Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned to make an amendment to the granting of the Temporary Special Permit to Couch Construction, L.P. to allow operation of the plant at night, not to exceed 10%, and to allow continuous operation for a period of five years.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Moving on to additional agenda items, Mr. Allen addressed the Board regarding a change order pertaining to the EMS/Fire Station for the supply and installation of motor operators at a cost of $5,125.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the change order as requested (in the amount of $5,125 for installation of motor operators at the EMS/Fire Station).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


It was then clarified that payment of the invoice in the amount of $2,150 to Small County Coalition for participation fees has already been approved.


Chairman Hillhouse then opened the floor to public comment.


Ronald Moss spoke to the Board regarding the prison issue.

Lowry Dykes also spoke on the prison issue.


John Koch spoke on the prison issue.


Rhonda Hall also spoke on the prison issue.


Greg Scott, Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Director announced the grand opening of the Sports Complex on Saturday, April 5, 1997 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  He challenged the Board to enter into a softball competition with the Live Oak City Council.


Tim Alcorn thanked everyone for their contribution to the success of the Suwannee County Fair.


Kay Knight, a collection site employee, spoke in opposition to the suggestion that a gate be installed at the solid waste collection centers.  She also suggested window stickers rather than identification cards.


John Koch also spoke on the collection site issue.


The Board briefly discussed the collection centers.  It was decided that Ray Brown would investigate the cost of opening the landfill for one-half a day on Saturdays.


There being no further public comment, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Moving on to staff reports, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator reported on the progress of the Coliseum Complex project and stated that the bids will be opened on April 15, 1997.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director requested that the Commissioners sign the Keen Engineering contract for work to be performed at the landfill.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney reported that a verified complaint has been filed regarding the approval of three chicken houses.  He recommended that the request for reconsideration of the chicken houses be denied.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned that the recommendation of Hal A. Airth, County Attorney be honored.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court reported that work should begin next week to bring each department on line with the County Finance Department.  In addition, all Clerk’s records, with the exception of Juvenile, are now available on line to the public.


Clerk Henderson also distributed copies of an audit management letter prepared by Beverly Brunnelle.  He explained that Ms. Brunnell spent a total of 46 hours on the audit.  Commissioner Udell suggested that this matter be tabled at this time.  He encouraged the Board to move past this matter.


Alton K. Williams, Suwannee County Sheriff covered his monthly report and emphasized that he is always open to any questions by the Board.


Greg Scott, Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Director expressed concern over rules pertaining to parks and greenways and suggested that the Board might want to have the County Attorney research the current ordinances.  The Board was in agreement with Mr. Scott.


Mr. Allen suggested that the Board and the Town of Branford schedule a joint signing of the Interlocal Agreement for the Greenway at the Town Council meeting held the second Tuesday in April.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 248 through 271 totaling $1,235,792.60, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

MARCH 18, 1997

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$515,631.98 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$340,458.05 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$18,637.94 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$313.45 

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	
	$66.00 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$2,163.00 

	LAW EDUCATION
	
	$172.83 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$83,391.35 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$1,045.37 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$36,432.07 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$7,638.27 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$54,307.94 

	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	
	$153.24 

	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	
	$86,200.00 

	INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
	
	$1,942.65 

	RENNOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	
	$24,166.31 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$30.06 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$13,225.41 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$20,446.73 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$29,369.95 

	TOTAL:
	
	$1,235,792.60 



Under other business, Clerk Henderson requested approval to pay the bill in the amount of $920 for audit services performed by Beverly Brunnell at the Road Department.  Commissioner Udell so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 11:20 P.M.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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