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January 7, 1997

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr., Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Jerry Scott, and Jean M. Fieler, Supervisor of Records.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Scott and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first order of business was additional agenda items.  Chairman Hillhouse announced the following proposed additional item to the agenda:  Discuss a bid on an ambulance.


Accordingly, Commissioner Scott motioned for approval of the addition of the requested agenda item.  Commissioner Odom offered his second and it carried in a unanimous vote.


The next item on the agenda was approval of the minutes of the meetings held December 17, 1996.  Commissioner Odom motioned for approval of the minutes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director then presented the award for employee of the month to Evelyn Hantz of the Live Oak Library.  Ms. Hantz was described as efficient and personable.  Ms. Hantz thanked the Board for the many privileges she has enjoyed as an employee of Suwannee County.


Tim Alcorn, Chairman of the Suwannee County Development Authority approached the podium to discuss the Interlocal Agreement between the Board of County Commissioners and the Development Authority.  He referenced the issue of the $18,000 that the Board collects as a lease payment from the Cornetts, operators of the Spirit of Suwannee Music Park, and gave a brief history behind the lease payment.  He described for the Board a “park trust account” of approximately $104,000, roughly one-half of which is theoretically the county’s, where the lease payments have been placed over the last few years.  He encouraged the Board to allow the money to stay in the park trust account in the event the Cornetts decide to leave the park, in which case the burden of the park would then fall upon the county.  He assured the Board that the Development Authority would still need to come before the Board before they could spend the money.


Clerk Henderson pointed out that the county has a better opportunity to earn interest on the money than the Development Authority, and the Authority would still have access to it.  He also suggested that the County Attorney may need to review the agreement because the Development Authority does not necessarily have to come before the Board to spend the funds.


Commissioner Scott motioned that this matter be tabled until the next regular Board meeting to allow Hal A. Airth, County Attorney the opportunity to review the agreement further.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested approval of Fiscal Year 1997 State and Local Assistance (SLA) Agreement between the Department of Community Affairs and Suwannee County.  After Mr. McDonald briefly explained the agreement, Commissioner Scott motioned that the request of Murel McDonald’s request be approved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried unanimously.


Regarding re-appointment of Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director to serve as Suwannee County’s representative to the North Central Florida Trauma Agency, and Mike McInnis to the Code Enforcement Board, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.


Regarding appointments of a realtor and banker to the S.H.I.P. Task Force Committee to complete the terms of Ronnie Poole (realtor) and Betsy Burch (banker), Chairman Hillhouse recommended that these appointments be held off until Dick Calvitt, who has volunteered to make some recommendations to the Board, has had the opportunity to further look into the matter.


Moving on to additional agenda items, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to discuss a bid for an ambulance.  He recommended that the Board consider the low bidder from last year submitted by Stratus in the amount of $76,312, rather than going back out for bids.  Commissioner Scott motioned that the Board accept the bid from Stratus for the ambulance.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being no one present wishing to present public comment, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Chairman Hillhouse then moved on to staff reports, beginning with Ray Brown, Public Works Director.  Regarding the county’s tractors and mowers, Mr. Brown recommended that the county return three of the four tractors back, retain one for a “boom ax”, and sell those back at the spring auction.  Also, he recommended that the batwing mowers be sold at the same time, which will then be purchased back new.  He added that these are budgeted items.  Commissioner Udell motioned that Ray Brown, Public Works Director be allowed to purchase and sell the equipment as he requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Next up with his staff report was John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries.  He updated the Board on the Branford Library Construction Project.  He also reported that the use of the new Live Oak Library is still at an all-time high.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court directed the Board’s attention to the Pre-Audit Final Budget in the amount of $40,511,705, which is the final set of books that will be turned over to the auditor.  He requested that the Board approve this as the Final Budget for Fiscal Year 1996.  Commissioner Scott so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch number 97-133 through 97-154, excluding batch number 146, totaling $1,779,983.30, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


Chairman Hillhouse recessed for a break. 

10:00 A.M.


Chairman Hillhouse called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adopting a resolution closing and vacating the old portion of County Road 136 upon the request of Ellis Brigman.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator gave his staff report, after which, Chairman Hillhouse opened the public hearing.  


Ellis Brigman was briefly questioned.  There being no one further wishing to make public comment, Chairman Hillhouse closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the resolution as requested.  Commissioner Scott seconded the motion.


Before the vote was taken, it was pointed out that the resolution should be read aloud.  Commissioner Scott read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Udell then motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and then carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 97-09)


Mr. Airth was asked to investigate the legitimacy of Ray Brown, Public Works Director helping out with the cleaning up of this portion of the road now that it has been vacated.


Under other business, Commissioner Udell requested that J. D. Grinstead be re-appointed to the Branford Library Committee as a private citizen.  Commissioner Udell explained that John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries will bring it up to the Library Board and come back to the Commissioners with a report.


Chairman Hillhouse announced a special-called meeting on Thursday, January 16, 1997 at 1:00 p.m. to hold a Landfill Budget Workshop and Tuesday, January 21, 1997 at 3:00 p.m. to interview applicants for the Agriculture - 4H Position.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

JANUARY 7, 1997

FUND

AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND

$612,745.18 

FINE AND FORFEITURE

$687,637.75 

STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE

$5,202.70 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND

$14,163.96 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

$4,216.66 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT

$4,145.94 

ROAD AND BRIDGE

$125,548.87 

LIBRARY FUND

$157,411.34 

RECREATION FUND

$12,216.93 

SPORTS COMPLEX

$25,811.29 

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

$34,000.00 

LANDFILL CLOSURE

$14,620.00 

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION

$3,370.24 

FIRE PROTECTION FUND

$20,333.80 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION

$31,143.18 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL

$27,415.46 

TOTAL:

$1,779,983.30 


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 10:15 a.m.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Odom and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





EDDY HILLHOUSE, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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