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November 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


1:10 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a recessed meeting on the above date and time, and the following Commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. “Sam” Roberson, Jr., Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell was absent.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


Chairman Roberson announced that the first matter of business was to remove Kay Tice from the Library Advisory Committee as she was erroneously appointed to the committee at the last regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Fowler so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Sam Ferreri of Educated Design Architects & Planners approached the podium and recommended that the Board award the bid for the library construction project to the low bid general contractor:  W. E. Music, d/b/a Music & Worth Construction of Live Oak, Florida, whose base bid was $1,394,444, which equates to $69.72 per square foot.  The base bid includes a metal roof and all the site work, including paving, drainage, landscape, irrigation, and site lighting.  


Mr. Ferreri further recommended that the Board deduct alternate #5 for the landscape and irrigation of $46,000 to lower the total bid award to $1,348,444.  The basis for his recommendation, Mr. Ferreri explained, is to bring the project within budget.


He further recommended that the Board notify the contractor by letter that the county is considering that alternate.  Under the contract the Board is allowed sixty days to make that decision, and since the landscape and the irrigation commences late in the project, the contractor’s performance should not be effected.


He also recommended that the Board hold in abeyance two other alternates during the sixty-day period:  alternate #2, additional brick wainscoting, and alternate #8, to change the fluorescent lighting to 32 watt TB lamps and electronic ballast.


In conclusion, Mr. Ferreri recommended that the Board award the base bid and alternate #5 for a total of $1,348,444 to Music and Worth Construction of Live Oak.  He remarked that Music and Worth produced several glowing references.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director recommended that the Board have the contractor handle the drainage, shell rock and painting and striping, rather than the county.  The county may save some money by providing the limerock, although it may need to be re-certified by D.O.T.


Mr. Ferreri informed the Board that they can award the bid at this time, and if the county decides to provide the limerock, they can then prepare a “deduct change order”.


Chairman Roberson announced that he was ready to entertain a motion to award the bid to Music and Worth Construction of Live Oak in the amount of $1,348,444.  


Mr. Lewis interjected that the award of the bid should be made subject to compliance with the bid documents:  the bonds, insurance requirements, and entering into the contract required by the bid documents.


Commissioner Fowler so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr. reminded the Board about the site dedication and ground breaking.  At that time, the ground breaking was tentatively set for the first Thursday in January, 1996 (January 4, 1996).


Mr. Sikes then approached the podium to inform the Board that Darabi and Associates, Inc. finds that the bid submitted by Anderson-Columbia Company, Inc. complies with the bid specifications, and accordingly recommended that the county award the bid to Anderson-Columbia Company, Inc.


Chairman Roberson read aloud the letter from Darabi and Associates, Inc. to that effect.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously awarded the bid for the landfill closure to Anderson-Columbia Company, Inc. in the amount of $2,293,900, subject to compliance with all the bid documents.


Mr. Sikes informed the Board that the county will now need to furnish a letter of award to Anderson-Columbia Company, Inc., and then, once the insurance and bonds are in, the county will need to furnish a letter of authorization to proceed with the project.  Also, during the project there will need to be applications for reimbursement from the State and such that will also require signatures, and Mr. Sikes requested that the Board authorize the Chairman to sign those documents so that they can be forwarded in a timely fashion.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously authorized the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners to sign those documents needed in an emergency situation relating to the landfill closure project.


It was established that Mr. Darabi would provide the letters of award and authorization.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.
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