PAGE  
154
Book 20, Page                                     

November 21, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a regular meeting on the above date and time, and the following Commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. “Sam” Roberson, Jr., Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Sam Carter, and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


The first item on the agenda was approval of the minutes.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the October 6, 11, 17, and 23, 1995 Board meetings.


Sam Carter, Jr., Project Manager was next on the agenda to request payment of Pay Request No. 1 in the amount of $5,684.50 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., Contractor, for work done on the addition to Suwannee County Public Health Unit.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved Pay Request No. 1 in the amount of $5,684.50 to Carl B. McCall, Jr.


Item #3 on the agenda, “Dean Papapetrou, Chairman-Suwannee County Tourist Development Council, to request re-appointments of the following members to the Tourist Development Council:  Norm Protsman and Dean Papapetrou”, was tabled.


Tim Alcorn, from J. Sherman Frier & Associates was next to request the Board to consider approval of a flag lot subdivision in an Agriculture 2 zoning district.


Mr. Alcorn asked the Board what it would take to get approval of a flag lot subdivision.  Chairman Roberson stated that he did not approve of the flag lot subdivision.


Commissioner Fowler brought out that at an earlier meeting during discussion of the Land Development Regulations, it was stressed that the lots should retain the required road frontage.


It was the general consensus of the Board that they should not allow a subdivision to be divided up into partial flag lots and partial regular lots.


Tim Alcorn also requested the Board’s final plat approval of The Oaks at Fort Union Subdivision.  


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator referenced a title opinion dated November 14, 1995 that accepts the road rights of way in items two and three, which are not depicted on the plat.  C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney stated that the road rights of way should not be referenced in the title opinion if they are not depicted on the plat.


Also, all utility easements within the plat should connect, which they do not.  The utility easement shown on lot one does not connect with the utility easements in the remaining portions of the subdivision.


Mr. Alcorn referenced a letter from Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative that states that the utility easement in lot one does not need to connect because power is along 132 and 249.  Mr. Lewis pointed out that there are utilities other than electric, such as future gas and telephone utilities.


The plat indicates “Zone A” and “Zone X”, however, there is no definition in the legend for Zone A and Zone X.


Mr. Allen also pointed out that the three plats that were removed from the plat are not included in the plat, but are fully described on the plat.  Mr. Lewis added that the lots are exterior lots, are fully described and can be described with reference to the plat, but are not included on the plat.  He was concerned that the lots could be sold as part of the plat.  Mr. Lewis wanted to bring that fact to the Board’s attention.


The other Board members were also concerned that a layman looking at the plat would mistake those lots as being part of the subdivision.


Mr. Alcorn asked the Board for their direction.


Chairman Roberson suggested taking those dimensions out of the plat that are not actually included in the plat.


Mr. Alcorn clarified that he could take the dimensions out on the inside of the plat.  Mr. Lewis still voiced that he would like to see the three parcels taken off the plat completely.  Chairman Roberson did not have a problem with the outside dimensions being reflected on the lots, but felt that the inside dimensions should be removed.


Mr. Allen also brought to the Board’s attention the division of lots three and four.  Although the lots are not divided as the Board previously discussed, he pointed out that most of the land on the plat shown in the flood zone is well above ninety feet, although the flood map clearly shows the flood elevation at ninety feet.


Commissioner Fowler made a motion that the Board approve the final plat of The Oaks at Fort Union Subdivision, subject to the changes as discussed.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Mr. Lewis also pointed out that the subdivision is located within the military training route of the Department of the Navy.  He felt that information should be added to the plat, per Statute, even though that information is included in the disclosure statement.


Commissioner Fowler included in his motion that the plat should contain the fact that the subdivision is in the path of the Department of Navy’s military training route.


Motion carried unanimously.


Next in consideration was adoption of resolutions for installation of railroad signals at 81st Street, Nobles Ferry Road, and Mt. Olive Road during fiscal year 1995-96.  T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director pointed out that although the railroad signals are a safety factor for our county residents, the county will be required to pay fifty percent of the maintenance cost from now on.  He requested more time to look into the situation.


Chairman Roberson tabled the resolutions regarding railroad signals at 81st Street, Nobles Ferry Road, and Mt. Olive Road until the December 5, 1995 regular meeting.


Commissioner Udell then read aloud a resolution supporting the use of prescribed burning as a land management tool in Suwannee County.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution supporting the use of prescribed burning as a land management tool in Suwannee County.  (See Resolution No. 95-50)


Next in consideration was approval of the Third Amendment of Option Agreement with William Kenneth Daugherty for the prison site property, which expires December 7, 1995.


Mr. Allen reported to the Board that Bud Palmer of the facility section of the Florida Department of Corrections has indicated that the surplus of bed space was temporary.  In addition, Mr. Palmer spoke with Mr. Cronenburger, one of the assistant secretaries at D.O.C., who indicated that Suwannee County is very high on their priority list to build a prison.  They encouraged the county to attempt to hold onto the prison site.  Mr. Allen also reported that Myron Holmes, the City Administrator has also indicated that the City of Live Oak is still in support of the prison, although they will not be able to offer financial support this year.


Commissioner Udell read aloud a letter from the City of Live Oak indicating that although they are in support of the prison for economic development, they are not in favor of pursuing the option to purchase the prison site with Mr. Daugherty.  Commissioner Udell stated that although he also supports a prison for Suwannee County, he does not support the pursuit of the current prison site.  He suggested that the county search for another site.


Mr. Lewis reported that the case is currently on appeal to the District Court of Appeal in Florida.  They may rule in ninety days, or they may take a year to rule.  The county has won every step of the way, however, after the appeal, the county’s Board of Adjustments can rule against the special exception.  If the Board of Adjustments rules in favor of the county, there is then the opportunity for another appeal.  Mr. Lewis informed the Board that he was been advised that the opposition is willing to file a suit against the county under the property rights act.  He added that the opposition appears to be well funded.


Ronnie Poole reminded the Board that the county is in need of jobs, and the Board should not lose sight of that.  He felt that the county might as well give up on the idea of a prison altogether if they vote against renewing the option, simply because those people that oppose the proposed location will object to any location.


The Board was voiced their agreement with Mr. Poole.


Commissioner Udell clarified that he is in favor of a prison.  He was under the impression that if the location was moved, possibly those in opposition would back off.  He stated that he is now able to see the wisdom in Mr. Poole’s reasoning.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board approved the Third Amendment to Option Agreement with William K. Daugherty for the prison site property.  Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Grinstead opposed.  (See Agreement No. 95-53)


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board agreed to authorize Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator to contact the Department of Corrections and move ahead with the application for a special exception.  Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Grinstead opposed.


Mr. Lewis strongly cautioned the Board against moving forward with the special exception before receiving a final decision from the District Court of Appeal, despite Mr. Allen’s information from Terrell Arline, an attorney at the D.C.A. to the contrary.  Although the Board can file for the special exception, most likely the first thing the D.C.A. is going to do is file for a postponement.


Mr. Lewis then addressed the topic of appeal procedures regarding dangerous dogs.  He reminded the Board that since they have not appointed an animal control officer, that responsibility reverts to the Sheriff.  As the county’s animal control officer it is the Sheriff’s duty to investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be dangerous.  He informed the Board that Section 767.12, Florida Statutes provides for a procedure for declaring a dog “dangerous”, which may result in the permanent confinement of the dog.  The Statute also gives the owner of the dog the right to an administrative hearing and a hearing before the judge in County Court.  The county has not yet adopted an ordinance to establish an appeal procedure, and accordingly Mr. Lewis asked the Board’s direction as to whether or not they would like him to prepare the ordinance.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously authorized C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney to prepare an ordinance establishing a procedure for appeal regarding dangerous dogs.


In consideration of the Lease Agreement with C. O. Palmer for parking for the Suwannee County Fair, Chairman Roberson explained that the agreement and payment to Mr. Palmer for parking during the April 10 through April 15, 1995 fair was overlooked.


This led into a discussion touching on the possibility of purchasing all or a portion of the property from Mr. Palmer.  Mr. Alcorn indicated that Mr. Palmer specifically stated that he would not be interested in splitting up his property.


At this time, Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

November 21, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

7:30 P.M.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order.


Margorie Carmichael and Amy Tucker approached the podium to discuss the American Disabilities Act.  She referenced Amy Tucker, a physically challenged citizen of Suwannee County, who wanted to work in the Courthouse but was unable to because the ladies’ room is not equipped to accommodate someone with a disability.  In addition, although the ramp leading up to the Courthouse is appropriate, the door into the facility is extremely difficult to open for an individual with a handicap.


Ms. Tucker spoke earnestly to the Board on this topic.  She communicated to the Board her disappointment recently when she wanted to participate in a mock trial in the Courtroom upstairs, however, she was unable to due to her inability to get up the stairs.  In addition, she is unable to serve as a juror, which she would like to do, again because of the stairs.  She strongly emphasized the importance of handicap accessibility in the Courthouse.


Chairman Roberson informed Ms. Tucker that the county is currently in the process of applying for a grant from the C.D.B.G. program for handicap accessibility.


Ms. Carmichael suggested the possibility of removing one of the doors and possibly one wall in the restroom stalls to make it handicap-accessible.


Mr. Allen indicated that the modifications can be made, however, two of the commodes would also need to be removed to allow maneuverability inside the stall, and then replaced with a handicap-accessible commode.  He estimated the cost at approximately $2,000.


Ms. Tucker offered to assist the county in any way possible with their modifications to the restroom.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved Amy Tucker’s request for modifications to the door located at the end of the ramp on the south side of the Courthouse and the restrooms in the Courthouse to allow for handicap-accessibility.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the Lease Agreement with C. O. Palmer in the amount of $750 for parking for the fair held April 10 through April 15, 1995.  (See Agreement No. 95-51)

Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved the Lease Agreement with C. O. Palmer in the amount of $750 for parking for the fair to be held March 11 through March 16, 1996.  (See Agreement No. 95-52)

Mr. Lewis informed the Board that he is now in receipt of all the deeds pertaining to the property located at the Brown Wood site.  He felt it was time for the county to consider accepting the deeds, which, including the deed accepted by the Board last year for the solid waste collection center, total approximately fifty acres.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously agreed to accept the deeds involved with the Brown Wood property.


Mr. Lewis handed the deeds over to the Deputy Clerk and requested that she record them in the Official Records.


Next on the agenda, was T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to bring the Board up to date on the agreement with the Town of Mayo for a $50 tipping fee at the Suwannee County Landfill.  


Mr. Sikes explained that the agreement with the Town of Mayo is the same agreement that Suwannee County currently has with Lafayette County.  Mayo is currently hauling their waste to Suwannee County, and the agreement should be negotiated within the near future.  


Mr. Sikes informed the Board that Lafayette County has requested that their agreement be modified to allow a thirty-day payment period as opposed to the ten-day payment period.  In addition, Lafayette County has requested a ten-year agreement rather than a one-year agreement.


Chairman Roberson suggested a five-year contract with a renewal clause for each year, and language releasing Suwannee County from liability in the event the landfill fills up prior to the end of the agreement.


Mr. Sikes suggested this counter-offer:  A long-term agreement charging Lafayette County the same tipping fee that the county residents pay, and include the language releasing Suwannee County from liability if the landfill fills up before the ten-year period.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the landfill agreement with Lafayette County, including the $50 per ton tipping fee, and change in the invoice due date from ten days to thirty days, a change from a one-year term to a five-year term, and a protective clause that releases the county from liability in the event the landfill is closed prior to the end of the five-year term.  In addition, Lafayette County’s tipping fee will adjust with Suwannee County’s tipping fee, and fifty-percent of that tipping fee generated by the agreement will be set aside in a reserve account.


Mr. Allen requested that consideration of approval of a resolution to amend the interlocal agreement creating the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Department be tabled until he has had the opportunity to get back in touch with the City of Live Oak.


Mr. Allen also requested that #16, “Consider granting to Handex of Florida, Inc. permission to construct monitoring wells on property owned by Suwannee County adjacent to the former Nix BP Service Station in order to conduct a Contamination Assessment”, be tabled.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously re-appointed Jeffrey Ann Baisden and Sam Carter each to three year terms on the Board of Trustees for the Suwannee County Museum Association.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously appointed Freddy Anderson and Kay Tice to the Library Advisory Committee.


Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, Chairman Roberson closed the floor for public comment.


Mr. Allen approached the podium and informed the Board that the City of Live Oak has submitted a check for $500 to the county entitled “fee for fire in downtown Live Oak”.  Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the county send the check back to the City of Live Oak.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler and carried unanimously.


Also, Mr. Allen pointed out that the Board needs to reconsider re-appointing Daniel Murray, Lawrence Shatley, Jessie Philpot, Sr. and Johnny Shephard to the Construction Industry Licensing Board.  Chairman Roberson asked if there was a motion to reappoint these individuals and Commissioner Fowler so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse, and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen informed the Board that the State has reviewed the ordinance establishing the licensing board for the county.  They are now saying that the county needs to state in the ordinance that members of the licensing board are representatives of various construction trades.  Our ordinance currently reads “five people who are knowledgeable of construction”.  The State will not license our local contractors unless the county modifies the ordinance to that effect.


Chairman Roberson asked if there was a motion to authorize Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator to meet with C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney to amend the ordinance establishing the licensing board.  Commissioner Udell so moved.  Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen then briefed the Board on some of the issues brought out by the contractors that attended the workshop held on the permitting process.  Commissioner Hillhouse commended Mr. Allen’s hard work with the building department and mentioned that the contractors were very complimentary of Suwannee County’s building department. 


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved invoice batch number 96-00040 through 96-00058 totaling $879,344.38.

Clerk Henderson reminded the Board that they need to start preparing signature cards and signature plates in preparation for the new Chairman of the Board.  Chairman Roberson stated that during an election year, the Chairman is elected in the first week of November, and during an off year, the Chairman is elected in the last week of December.


Chairman Roberson informed Clerk Henderson that the Board would elect a new Chairman at the next meeting.


Chairman Roberson then asked Clerk Henderson if the bids he requested from local banks were for him personally or for the county.  Clerk Henderson informed the Board that he was investigating the local interest rates for the county.  Chairman Roberson explained that he did not want members of the financial committee to submit bids to the county at this time because he wanted the members to be individual taxpaying citizens of the county.  Clerk Henderson pointed out that he talks with the same institutions each week, and the individuals that he speaks with, who also happen to be members of the committee, are the only people in those institutions that have the authority to give out bids.


Commissioner Hillhouse reminded the Board that the legislative group will be coming through Live Oak on the following Monday.  The Chairman mentioned that he would be bringing up the issue Medicaid block grant.  He encouraged those present to attend the meeting. 

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

NOVEMBER 21, 1995

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







  $247,910.93

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





    407,387.32

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





           245.72

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        6,073.50

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        1,292.64

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      62,157.47

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT




           921.50

LIBRARY FUND







      22,388.24

RECREATION FUND






        8,611.26

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST





      36,366.00

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




      21,889.26

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






      30,498.60

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      21,403.21

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      12,179.73

COLISEUM COMPLEX






             19.00





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                        $  879,344.38


Chairman Roberson recessed the meeting until Tuesday, November 28, 1995 at 1:00 P.M. 








___________________________________








LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN
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W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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