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November 14, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


6:05 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a special meeting on the above date and time for the purpose of discussing the C.D.B.G. (Community Development Block Grant) program, and the following Commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr., Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, and Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney and Hattie Law, Deputy Clerk.


Chairman Roberson opened the meeting by introducing Sherry Houston, the Senior Planner for the North Florida Regional Planning Council.  Ms. Houston described the various grants available to the county through the C.D.B.G. (Community Development Block Grant) program.


Ms. Houston explained that the county is not eligible for the Commercial Revitalization Program Category, however, the City of Live Oak is applying.  


The Economic Development Program Category, which involves the creation of jobs for low and moderate income persons.


The other two types of Community Development Block Grant applications are the Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization Program Categories.  Ms. Houston explained some of the eligible activities under the housing and neighborhood grants.  The Board was particularly interested in the neighborhood grant, which covers roads, water lines, sewer lines, fire hydrants, and making the buildings owned by the county handicap-accessible.  The maximum amount the county can apply for in this grant is $700,000.


Ms. Houston explained that the C.D.B.G. grant applications are based solely on a point system, rather than being politically motivated.  The application deadline is scheduled for December 20, 1995, and all applications should be received by that date.


Ms. Houston also reported to the Board that the meeting of the task force scheduled to be held immediately prior to the workshop was canceled due to lack of participation.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator explained that all the task force members were notified by letter of the meeting.


It was the general consensus of those present that the county's greatest need at this time was handicap accessibility.  Accordingly, it was decided that the county would pursue the neighborhood revitalization grant.


Ms. Houston advised the Board that the second public hearing on the C.D.B.G. grants will be held on December 11, 1995 at 6:00 P.M. with the Citizen's Advisory Task Force Committee scheduled to meet on that day at 5:30 P.M.


Mr. Allen cautioned the Board that if their grant application is approved, it will be July or August of 1996 before the Board obtains a signed contract with the State.  Ms. Houston added that the county will have an idea of where they stand with the grant by February, 1996 but the contract will not come through until June or July, 1996.


Mr. Allen informed the Board that Curtis Keen, the engineer currently working on the county projects, would be willing to hold off on the A.D.A. remodeling until the county gets the contract with the State.  He explained that the State will not reimburse the county for work that has already been done.


Ms. Houston confirmed Mr. Allen's statement and added that even after the contract is signed with the Department of Community Affairs, there is still environmental assessment that needs to be done.  She estimated that the county will be able to start on the project in September or October of 1996.


Chairman Roberson thanked Ms. Houston for her presentation.


Commissioner Udell motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.
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