PAGE  
142
Book 20, Page                      

November 9, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


7:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and the Branford Town Council held a joint workshop to discuss the Suwannee River Greenway Project on the above date and time, and the following Commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. "Sam" Roberson, Ivie Fowler, Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead and Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present was W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts and C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.  Present from the Branford Town Council were Joe Cannon, President, Shirley Clark, Vice-President, Councilman Glenn Murray, Councilman Alex Purcell, Councilman Roy Bagley, and Mayor R. G. Griffith.  Also present was Lori Frierson, Clerk, and Kevin Daly, Attorney for the Town of Branford.


The meeting was opened with prayer and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Cliff Bradley began by acquainting those present with the planning of the Suwannee River Greenway and it's tremendous potential for our area and then turned the floor over to Mike Gluckman, a volunteer planning consultant.  


Mr. Gluckman began his presentation by reporting that Itchetucknee Springs hosted 167,000 visitors last year and O'Lena State Park hosted 8,000.  He pointed out that the Rails to Trails program has the potential to be a strong stimulus for the county's "eco-tourism".


Mr. Gluckman gave a brief history of the greenway project.  He described a cooperative effort between the Florida Greenway Coordinating Council, defined as "a State body whose commitment is to try to create an entire series of connecting greenways throughout the State", and the Water Management District, to create a "greenway vision" in the fifteen counties located within the Water Management District.


Mr. Gluckman described the greenway concept within Suwannee County, including a historical pavilion in the Town of Branford that would include historical references to the founding families of the community.


He reported to the Boards that the project is eligible for I.C.T. funding, and that there is funding available.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator added that the county submitted a grant to the Department of Transportation, who recently came to Suwannee County to present their five year plan.  D.O.T. informed the county at that time that $2,000 would be available in 1997 for engineering and in the year 2,000, $571,320 would be available.  Mr. Allen and Commissioner Grinstead personally went to Tallahassee to try to convince D.O.T. to move some of the funding up.  Mr. Allen and Commissioner Grinstead were encouraged by the meeting and felt that possibly the county would be able to obtain at least $200,000 to $300,000 within the next year.  The total funding for the project is $573,320.


The members of the two Boards talked briefly about the interlocal agreement between Suwannee County and the Town of Branford for maintenance and upkeep of the trail.  Also discussed was whether or not to charge a fee for use of the trail.  Delaney Faircloth of the Suwannee River Water Management District pointed out that charging a fee for the trail can open up the county to liability.  The county would have statutory protection if they choose not to charge a fee for use of the trail.


Next to take the floor was Jerry Fletcher, a native of McAlpin and representative of Rural America Resorts.  He described a multi-media marketing project he has been involved with for the past five years, which would include the development of a multi-use trail and several commercial developments.  The development would be a joint venture between private enterprise, local citizens and corporate sponsors.  The "very experienced and successful management team" working on the project, consists of the Chief Financial Officer for Seaworld and the Project Manager that built Epcot Center in Disneyworld, among others.  


He was hopeful that his project would develop in conjunction with the Rails to Trails project.  Mr. Fletcher assured the Boards that the mission statement for the project is essentially to continue to preserve the rural atmosphere and protect the environment, with the focus being on adequate parking and stormwater retention.  The project as proposed had many aspects that intrigued those present at the meeting, such as hot-air balloons, horse and buggy rides and steamboats.


Following Mr. Fletcher's presentation was an in-depth question and answer session.  Mr. Gluckman and Mr. Fletcher discussed the various ways their projects could work together toward opening up opportunities in Suwannee County.  Much of the emphasis was placed on the jobs that would be created in our area.


Mr. Gluckman invited Mr. Fletcher to attend the next greenway task force committee meeting.  It was also agreed that C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney and Kevin Daly, Attorney for the Town of Branford would get together and hammer out a proposed agreement for the Boards' review.


President Cannon adjourned the meeting.
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