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October 6, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


8:30 A.M.


A meeting of the City/County Law Enforcement Committee was held on the above date and time at the Live Oak City Hall, and the following committee members were present from the Live Oak City Council:  Councilman Don Boyette, Councilman John Hale, Councilman George Blake, Councilman Sonny Nobles and Mayor Buddy Nott.  Those present from the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners were Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr., Commissioner Douglas M. Udell and Commissioner J. D. Grinstead.  Also present was Robert Leonard, Sheriff of Suwannee County, and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


Mayor Buddy Nott called upon those at the meeting to work toward a solution to the law enforcement situation as they were elected to do.  He read aloud a statement recapping the circumstances during the past year surrounding the law enforcement contract.  Mayor Nott suggested that the city offer to pay to the county $400,000 for fiscal years 1995-96 and 1996-97 at the rate of $100,000 each quarter year for a two-year term, leaving approximately $160,000 to be funded by the county.  If this arrangement is not acceptable, the Mayor continued, then the city can pay $100,000 and the county pay $400,000 to the Sheriff to cover a period of ninety days while negotiations are underway.


Mayor Nott stressed the city's desire to continue the current level of service.


Councilman Hale explained that when the contract was voted on initially, the city did not know how much the law enforcement would cost.  He was under the impression at that time that the Sheriff would inform the city of the cost of basic law enforcement, and then let the city decide how much police protection they wanted to pay for.  He wondered if the city needed to call an election to determine whether they wanted the law enforcement services to continue under the current reign.


The Sheriff explained that out of approximately 1,200 calls to the Sheriff's Department per month, 900 of those calls are within the city limits.  He informed the Councilman that he would help the city anyway he could if they decide to start a police department.  He commented on Mayor Nott's suggestion of the city and county paying the Sheriff up through ninety days by explaining that he cannot hire law enforcement officers in the same manner that one would hire day laborers; on a temporary basis.


Mayor Nott asked those present to take a look at the benefits the city gets from the county, such as county roads, the jail, the tax collector, the property appraiser and the supervisor of elections, to name a few.


Councilman Nobles asserted that city residents are also county residents.  When law enforcement is denied the city, then law enforcement is also being denied the county residents that happen to reside within the city limits, as well as the businesses and the people that reside in the county but work in the city.  He stressed that the city residents also pay county taxes and the County Commissioners also represent city residents.


The Sheriff interjected that the city has not been denied law enforcement.  The Sheriff's Department has answered the city's calls this month as they did last month.


The Sheriff was asked to quote a figure for law enforcement for the city, to which he responded as follows:  Out of a total budget of $2,522,879 for fiscal year 1995-96, the city's 22.4% is roughly $582,000.  He added that he will be turning $118,000 back over to the Board of County Commissioners from last year's budget.


Commissioner Udell proposed that the city pay $464,000 for law enforcement.  He arrived at the figure by taking the city's $582,000 share and deducting the $118,000 left over from the Sheriff's 1994-95 budget.


Commissioner Udell's proposal received a favorable response from the members of the committee as well as the members of the audience.  Several citizens remarked that the consolidation of the two governments might be in the best interest of the community if the two governments cannot arrive at a solution.


It was decided that the proposal as suggested by Commissioner Udell would be taken back before the Live Oak City Council.
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SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF

ATTEST:




COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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