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October 5, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


1:10 P.M.


The Value Adjustment Board met for a recessed meeting and the following Board members were present from the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners:  Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr., Douglas M. Udell, Eddy Hillhouse; and the Suwannee County School Board:  Barbara Ceryak and J. M. Holtzclaw.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Mr. Lewis.


Mr. Lewis referenced the copies of the drafts of the opinions distributed to the members of the Board.  He pointed out that Petitions 95-01, 95-04, 95-07, 95-10, and 95-11 were dismissed because the Petitioners did not appear and therefore did not present any evidence in support of their petitions. 


In the opinion for Petition 95-2, Carol J. Mulvihill, Mr. Lewis stated that the petitioner did not establish particular extenuating circumstances to warrant the granting of an exemption, therefore the decision of the property appraiser to deny homestead exemption for 1995 is upheld and the petition is denied.


In the opinion for Petition 95-3, Candy Ann Maddalino, as Trustee for Michael LaRue Maddalino, Mr. Lewis stated that Michael LaRue Maddalino, a minor, does not have the legal capacity to establish a permanent residence in his own right.  In addition, a trustee of the property does not have the authority under the Statutes to establish homestead for a minor.


In addition, it would appear that Michael LaRue Maddalino is a part of the family unit with Mrs. Maddalino and her husband, and homestead exemption has already been granted to Mr. and Mrs. Maddalino on a home titled in their name.


Finally, Michael LaRue Maddalino held no equitable interest in the property on or before January 1, 1995.


Accordingly, the decision of the property appraiser to deny homestead exemption to petitioner for 1995 is sustained.


In the opinion for Petition 95-5, William D. Blackmon, Mr. Lewis stated that petitioner did not present enough proof to overcome the presumption of correctness of the property appraiser.  Therefore, the assessed value as established by the property appraiser for 1995 will remain the same.


In the opinion for Petition 95-6, Virginia G. Nobles, By:  Harold Gaskins, Mr. Lewis stated that there is no evidence in the record establishing that the petitioner intended to abandon her homestead.  The petitioner will accordingly be granted homestead exemption for the year of 1995.


In the opinion for Petition 95-8, Karla M. Burland, Mr. Lewis stated that there was no evidence presented to support petitioner's claim, therefore, the assessed value as established by the property appraiser will remain the same for 1995.


In the opinion for Petition 95-9, Karla M. Burland, Mr. Lewis stated that the property appraiser has the right to raise the assessment based on improvements that have been made on the property, and accordingly, the assessed value established by the property appraiser for 1995 will remain unchanged.


In the opinion for Petition 95-12, Richard Caudill, Mr. Lewis stated that petitioner failed to comply with the law to qualify for a total and permanent disability exemption based on blindness.  The assessed value as established by the property appraiser shall remain unchanged for 1995.


In the opinion for Petition 95-13, Kelly Caudill, Mr. Lewis stated that petitioner failed to produce evidence in support of her claim that the property appraiser was incorrect in his determination that the building located on the property is a clubhouse rather than a storage room.  The assessed value as established by the property appraiser for 1995 shall remain unchanged.


Upon a motion by Board member Holtzclaw and second by Board member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously accepted the opinions rendered by C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, for petitions 95-01 through 95-13 for the year of 1995.


Upon a motion by Board member Ceryak and second by Board member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.
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