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September 26, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Value Adjustment Board met on the above date and time.  Chairman Ivie Fowler called the meeting to order and informed those present that the Value Adjustment Board is established by the Statutes of the State of Florida, and consists of three members of the Board of County Commissioners and two members of the School Board, all members elected by their respective parent board.  Chairman Fowler also stated that the Statutes require that the Chairman be selected from the members of the Board of County Commissioners.


The Clerk of Circuit Court acts as Clerk to the Value Adjustment Board, the Chairman continued, and the County Attorney will act as counsel to the Board.  Chairman Fowler introduced the following members of the Board of County Commissioners serving on the Value Adjustment Board:  Douglas Udell, J. D. Grinstead, and himself, Ivie Fowler and stated that the Board of County Commissioners selected him as Chairman of the Value Adjustment Board.  Chairman Fowler then introduced the one member present of the two members of the Suwannee County School Board serving on the Value Adjustment Board:  Barbara Ceryak.


Chairman Fowler reviewed the authority of the Value Adjustment Board and the general procedure to be followed.  The Chairman explained that the Value Adjustment Board has the authority to consider only matters that are before them, that is:  petitions on denial of exemption, petitions on denial of agricultural classification, petitions for reduction of assessment to fair market value, and consideration of denial of homestead exemption.


Chairman Fowler stated that all testimony would be recorded, and introduced Mr. Leo Powell, Court Reporter.


Chairman Fowler explained that the petitioner has the burden of proof, and accordingly, will present his or her case first, and will, with his or her witnesses, be subject to cross examination.  Chairman Fowler stated that the Property Appraiser would then be permitted to present his case, and he and his witnesses would be subject to cross examination.  Each of the parties will be afforded an opportunity for rebuttal, and further, all testimony must be under oath.  He stated that each petitioner must identify him or herself for the record and provide the parcel number to the property to which his or her appearance applies.


Chairman Fowler stated that the Board will defer its decision until the conclusion of all testimony, at which time a decision conference will be held, and the Value Adjustment Board will render its written decision to each petitioning taxpayer within twenty days after the hearing.
C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, briefly reviewed the duties and limitations of the Value Adjustment Board, stating that it has no power to grant relief on the basis of hardship, and shall not consider the ultimate amount of tax required.  Mr. Lewis stated that the purpose of his remarks is to make petitioners understand that the Value Adjustment Board is bound by rules and law.


Before hearing the petitions, the Chairman read aloud a letter from Frank C. Davis, Petition Number 96-21, withdrawing his petition.


The Board then proceeded to hear the following petitions:

PETITION NO. 96-01:  RICHARD J. LACY, 11967-002050:

Mr. Lacy approached the podium and requested that the Board reconsider his request for agricultural classification.


Mr. Lewis interjected at this time to swear in Lamar Jenkins, Suwannee County Property Appraiser.  He introduced Mr. Larry Levy, counsel for Mr. Jenkins, and then swore in Mr. Lacy, who reaffirmed his previous testimony for the record.

Mr. Lewis proceeded to cross-examine Mr. Lacy regarding his eligibility for agricultural classification, after which, Mr. Levy cross-examined him.  Mr. Lacy testified that his application for agricultural classification was filed in a timely fashion.  Mr. Jenkins testified that he classified the property, which is subdivided, according to it’s primary use.


PETITION NO. 96-02:
BETTY W. CONNELL, 10961-010230:

Miranda Thomas approached the podium on behalf of Betty W. Connell and was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She requested that the property involved be classified agricultural, even though the property is subdivided, because it is planted with pines, six to eight years old.  Both Mr. Levy and Mr. Lewis cross-examined Ms. Thomas regarding the three residential tracts of land at five acres a piece.  Ms. Thomas confirmed that the application for agricultural exemption was filed in a timely manner.

Mr. Edward Denton, Director of the Northeast Greenbelt Consultants of Florida was called by Mr. Levy as an expert witness qualified to testify in this matter.  Mr. Denton was cross-examined at length by both Mr. Levy and Mr. Lewis regarding the feasibility of commercial planted pines on property that was purchased for three times it’s actual value.


PETITION NO. 96-03 & 96-04:
BENJAMIN H. LACY, JR., 11955-020221 &


11955-020222

Mr. Lacy was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He testified regarding his request for agricultural classification.  He stressed that his property is planted with pines, from which the pine straw is harvested each year.  Mr. Lewis briefly cross-examined Mr. Lacy, during which, it was clarified that Mr. Lacy owns and works a total of seventy acres, which includes the two involved five-acre parcels.


PETITION NO. 96-05:
STEPHEN A. WHITNEY, 08844-030360 & 


08844-010470

Mr. Whitney was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He testified that he is a forester by trade and he is primarily involved in harvesting pines on small tracts of land.  He offered testimony in favor of harvesting pines on small tracts of land.  For the record, Mr. Whitney explained that he has a B.S. Degree from University of Florida in the area of Forestry.  He is a registered forester in the State of Georgia, #2272.  He has been working in the area of forestry since 1987.  Mr. Whitney was accepted as an expert witness qualified to testify in this matter.

Mr. Levy briefly cross-examined Mr. Whitney, after which, Mr. Jenkins testified that Mr. Whitney did not own parcel number 08844-030360 as of January 1, 1996.  It was also established that Mr. Whitney did not file an application for agricultural classification on that parcel.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

September 26, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

10:30 a.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and called the next petitioner.


PETITION NO. 96-10:
CORRINE D. GILLIS, 01380-003000 & 01380-000000:

Ms. Gillis was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She explained that she has a total of 20 acres with the two parcels, on which she has some animals and plans to make a farm.  She explained that she understands that there is a late filing on one parcel, but she wanted the Board to know that she has a total of 20 acres, and would like to have the property classified agricultural.

Mr. Lewis briefly cross-examined Ms. Gillis.  Mr. Jenkins clarified that he did not classify this property as agricultural because it is less than eleven acres.


PETITION NO. 96-15:
JOAN E. RABUSHKA, 11102-000000:

There being no one present to offer evidence to the contrary, Mr. Levy moved that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  The motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-08:
KENNETH GREG HUDSON, 08919-000000:

Mr. Hudson was sworn in by Mr. Lewis regarding his request for homestead exemption.  Mr. Hudson testified that he moved on to the property on December 29, 1996, however, his power was not turned on as of January 1, 1996.

Both Mr. Levy and Mr. Lewis cross-examined Mr. Levy, during which it was clarified that on December 29, 1996 he was living in a travel trailer and the property contained a prefabricated building, 12 foot by 24 foot.  He did not have a septic tank or building permit as of January 1, 1996.

Mr. Jenkins stated that you are supposed to own the property and live on the property on January 1, 1996 in order to qualify for homestead exemption.  Mr. Lewis reiterated Mr. Jenkins’ description of the definition of homestead exemption.


PETITION NO. 96-06:
WILLIAM E. BOYER, 04157-490110:

Mr. Boyer was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He explained that he was late in filing his application for homestead exemption due to illness.  In addition, he stated that he was informed that March 31, 1996 was the deadline to file.  As a result, he was three days late.

Mr. Lewis cross-examined Mr. Boyer, during which it was clarified that both he and his wife were in and out of the hospital during the time to file.  Mr. Lewis observed that Mr. Boyer has shown extenuating circumstances.


PETITION NO. 96-07:
JACKSON K. KOON, 01310-000000:

Mr. Koon was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He explained that the property on which he is requesting homestead exemption was deeded to him by his father on March 26, 1996, who informed him that the deadline to file for homestead exemption was March 31, 1996.  He requested that his request be granted because he did not own the property as of March 1, 1996.

Mr. Lewis explained to Mr. Koon that he cannot be granted homestead exemption on property unless he owned the property as of January 1, 1996.

Mr. Levy made a motion that the Mr. Koon’s petition be denied because the property was not owned by him as of January 1, 1996.  Accordingly, the motion was granted in the property appraiser’s favor.


PETITION NO. 96-11:
NICK A. WHITTON & BEATRICE A. WHITTON,


01909-003000:

Ms. Whitton was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She testified that she was improperly informed regarding homestead exemption on her property.  She has lived on the property since May, 1995 and was told that the homestead exemption would automatically transfer.

During cross-examination by Mr. Levy, it was established that Ms. Whitton did not file an application for homestead exemption.


PETITION NO. 96-12:
B. GAYLE WOODS & JOHN M. WOODS,


09774-000010:

Ms. Whitton was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She testified that she was told that she could not file for homestead exemption until the taxes were paid, which she paid on March 5, 1996.  She further stated that although she purchased the property prior to January 1, 1996, she did not receive her deed until after January 1, 1996.

Mr. Lewis, during cross-examination, established with Ms. Whitton that she did not receive the letter the Clerk’s office attached to her deed explaining about homestead filing.  Ms. Woods stated a recent move from Titusville and settling with workers’ compensation as her extenuating circumstances.


PETITION NO. 96-14:
DERENDA DUBOSE & RONALD DUBOSE,


07304-120020:

Mr. DuBose was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He testified that he and his wife purchased his house in November, 1995.  He stated his infant son’s poor health and his frequent, work-related, out-of-town trips as extenuating circumstances.

Mr. Jenkins confirmed the DuBoses did not file an application for homestead exemption.

James DuBose was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He explained that his son-in-law was out of town a great deal due to his job, therefore leaving his wife, who also works, to care for their sick child.  He stressed that under the circumstances, the application slipped their minds.

During cross-examination, it was established that the baby was confined to a “croup tent” until the 1st of March, 1996.


PETITION NO. 96-20:
CHARLES W. HYSELL, II, 02056-002000:

There being no one to present evidence in support of this petition, Mr. Levy moved that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  The motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-13:
BERNICE JOHNSON, 03506-060010:

Ms. Johnson was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She testified that the assessed value is too high, taking into consideration the poor condition of the road.  In addition, she has not been able to sell the property at $159,900 and has accordingly taken it off the market.


PETITION NO. 96-16:
SUSAN L. VAN COURT of DUCHARME, 
McMILLEN & ASSOCIATES, INC., 04960-000000:

Ms. Van Court was sworn in by  Mr. Lewis.  She distributed a report by W. S. Badcock Corporation in support of the petition to decrease the market value of the involved property.  She clarified that the structure was built in 1972 as opposed to 1975 as indicated by the property appraiser.

Mr. Lewis established with Ms. Van Court that she is not a certified real estate appraiser, nor is she in the appraisal business.  Ms. Van Court stated that she is a tax consultant.

Mr. Jenkins explained that the State pulls random appraisals on four hundred pieces of property every year in order to monitor the level of assessment, and in 1994 appraised the involved property at $4,200,000.


PETITION NO. 96-17:
FIRST COMMERCIAL BANK OF LIVE OAK,


C/O EASLEY, McCALEB & ASSOCIATES, INC., 06763-570140:
There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-18:
LIVE OAK HOMES, LTD., C/O EASLEY, McCALEB 


& ASSOCIATES, INC. 07385-001000:
There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-19:
THE MEADOWS 2 LTD., C/O EASLEY, McCALEB 


& ASSOCIATES, INC., 07385-000000: 

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-21:
FRANK C. DAVIS, 08345-003000:
This petition was withdrawn by letter from Frank C. Davis.  Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-22:
JOHN & WANDA CHAMBLISS FAMILY TRUST,


05282-000000:

Mr. Chambliss was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He distributed copies of Article VII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, Section 4(c)(B)5.  Mr. Chambliss also read aloud a statement written by him addressing the assessed value of his property.  He offered lengthy testimony regarding the condition of his home and the cost of maintenance and upkeep.  He referenced the noisy road and the poor market area for houses valued at over $100,000.  Mr. Chambliss also offered photographs of his property.

Mr. Levy briefly cross-examined Mr. Chambliss.  It was established that Mr. Chambliss feels that the market value of his property has not shown an increase to substantiate the increased assessment.

Mr. Jenkins testified that he increased the assessment on Mr. Chambliss’ property as well as most Suwannee County residents by 2-1/2% due to the increase in market value in Suwannee County, and referenced a comparable sale from Mr. Chambliss’ neighborhood.


PETITION NO. 96-23:
LIVE OAK SUCCESSOR, LTD., REAL ESTATE TAX


SERVICES, INC., 07878-000000:

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-24:
GENESIS ELDERCARE, C/O KPMG PEAT 


MARWICK, 07267-001000:

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-25:
FREDI J. JACKSON, PhD., 070001-750091:

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-26:
FREDI J. JACKSON, PhD., 07005-750130:

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


PETITION NO. 96-27:
FREDI J. JACKSON, PhD., 05210-000000:

There being no one present to testify on behalf of this petition, Mr. Levy motioned that the decision of the property appraiser be upheld.  Motion was granted.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

September 26, 1996

Live Oak, Florida  32060

1:35 P.M.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order.  After much discussion, the Board decided on the following:


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-01, RICHARD J. LACY, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 11967-002050.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-02, BETTY W. CONNELL, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 10961-010230.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously granted PETITION NO. 96-03, BENJAMIN H. LACY, JR., Appraiser’s Parcel Number 11955-020221 and PETITION NO. 96-04, BENJAMIN H. LACY, JR., Appraiser’s Parcel Number Appraiser’s Parcel Number 11955-020222.


Upon-a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously granted PETITION NO. 96-05, STEPHEN A. WHITNEY, as to Appraiser’s Parcel Number 08844-030360.  Mr. Lewis reminded the Board that Mr. Whitney was not the owner of Appraiser’s Parcel Number 08844-010470 as of January 1, 1996.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-10, CORRINE D. GILLIS, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 01380-003000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied petition number PETITION NO. 96-08, KENNETH GREG HUDSON, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 08919-000000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously granted PETITION NO. 96-06, WILLIAM E. BOYER, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 04157-490110.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-11, NICK A. WHITTON & BEATRICE A. WHITTON, Appraisal’s Parcel Number 01909-003000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-12, B. GAYLE WOODS & JOHN M. WOODS, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 09774-000010.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-14, DERENDA DUBOSE & RONALD DUBOSE, Appraiser’s Parcel Number .07304-120020.  Although the Board found extenuating circumstances, they regretfully could not grant the petition because the petitioners never filed an application for homestead exemption.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-13, BERNICE JOHNSON, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 03506-060010.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-16, SUSAN L. VAN COURT DUCHARME, McMILLEN & ASSOCIATES, INC., Appraiser’s Parcel Number 04960-000000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Grinstead, the Board unanimously denied PETITION NO. 96-22, JOHN & WANDA CHAMBLISS FAMILY TRUST, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 05282-000000.


Board Member Udell motioned to recess until Monday, September 30, 1996 at 9:00 a.m.  Motion was seconded by Board Member Grinstead and carried unanimously.







____________________________________







IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN







VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD

ATTEST:






__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK

