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September 17, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Holice Owen and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first order of business was additional agenda items.  Chairman Fowler announced the following proposed additional items to the agenda:


1.
Consideration of approval of the legal services agreement with Hal A. Airth;


2.
Commissioner Roberson requested that collection sites and C & D landfills be discussed;


3.
There was a request from the fire committee to give a report; and


4.
W. Randy Henderson requested that approval for advertising for the solid waste annual report be considered.


Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the addition of the requested agenda items (to be heard under Item 10).  Commissioner Grinstead seconded and it carried in a unanimous vote.


The next item on the agenda was approval of the minutes of the following meetings:


1.
August 20, 1996 Regular Meeting;


2.
September 3, 1996 Regular Meeting;


3.
September 5, 1996 Special Meeting - Review County Attorney Contract;


4.
September 5, 1996 First Public Hearing - Tentative 1996-97 Budget.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the minutes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


William R. Slaughter, II, County Judge and Acting Circuit Judge was next at the podium to present a resolution honoring retiring County Attorney C. Dean Lewis for twenty-one years of service to the county.  Judge Slaughter then read the resolution aloud.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted the resolution honoring County Attorney C. Dean Lewis for twenty-one years of service to the county.  (See Resolution No. 96-39)


Chairman Fowler announced a retirement reception for Mr. Lewis to be held on Tuesday, September 24, 1996 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.  He then presented Mr. Lewis with a framed resolution.


Mr. Lewis expressed his deep gratitude to the Board, and stated that it has been an honor to serve the Board all these years.


Chairman Fowler then introduced Hal A. Airth, the new county attorney.


Charles Simpson, Chairman of the Wellborn Community Association, Inc. requested the Board’s consideration of closing certain streets in Wellborn on June 6 & 7, 1997 for the Annual Blueberry Festival.


Commissioner Hillhouse referenced a letter from Carollee Kimble and Betty Barnes of the Wellborn Community Association, Inc. stating that a compromise had been worked out with Lynda Dye.


Ms. Dye clarified that she has asked for a right-of-way of approximately 52 feet from the corner of the building to the double doors.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the request to close the roads be granted, with the compromise of Lynda Dye’s right of way.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler communicated to the Board the Council for Progress of Suwannee County, Inc.’s recommendation for appointment of an individual to serve on the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership:  Ernest A. Sellers.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for appointment of Ernest A. Sellers to serve on the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen had several items to discuss with the Board, beginning with consideration of final plat approval of Southern Comfort Estates Unit I Subdivision.


A brief discussion ensued regarding an easement to Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for final plat approval of Southern Comfort Estates Unit I Subdivision.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead, and carried unanimously.


Next, Mr. Allen asked the Board’s consideration of preliminary plat approval of Deerwood Unit I Subdivision.  He gave the Board a brief history of this subdivision, and reminded the Board that on July 7, 1992, they gave preliminary approval, however, it was never followed through by the developer.  He pointed out that the subdivision contains flag lots.


Walter Lawson approached the podium to take questions from the Board, which he answered to their satisfaction.  The Board predominantly had several questions regarding the stem lots.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board approved the preliminary plat of Deerwood Unit I Subdivision, including a variance for the flag lots.  Motion carried in a three to two vote with the Chairman and Commissioner Hillhouse opposed.


Mr. Allen then read aloud a resolution requesting the Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce their permit fees, after which, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-45)


In consideration of approval of advertising for bids for renovations to the Courthouse Annex on Pine Avenue, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  Mr. Allen recommended that the bid opening be scheduled for November 19, 1996.


Mr. Allen then asked the Board to consider approval of an application for 1996-97 Emergency Medical Services County Grant and further, to adopt a resolution that the funds will not be used to supplant existing county EMS budget allocations.


He explained a little bit about the application and read the resolution aloud.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the application for 1996-97 Emergency Medical Services County Grant.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-38)


In consideration of approval of the agreement with the Department of Community Affairs for a grant from the Emergency Management, Preparedness and Assistance Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 1997, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen then reviewed for the Board Addendum VI to the Conceptual Approval Agreement with Florida Communities Trust on the Little River Springs project.  He explained that the addendum will increase the project funding from $607,500 to $900,000, after which, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


In consideration of a Grant Award Agreement with Florida Communities Trust pertaining to the purchase of Little River Springs property from J. Crayton Pruitt, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Next, Mr. Allen reviewed with a Board a contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for the council to prepare the county hazardous materials site-specific hazardous analyses, after which, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Finally, Mr. Allen spoke to the Board regarding an Administrative Services Agreement with North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for the council to provide technical assistance services for the administration of Suwannee County’s Fiscal Year 1996 Community Development Block Grant Program.  Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.
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Live Oak, Florida

7:05 P.M.


Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a revised Flood Management Ordinance to replace Ordinance Number 87-11.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator reported that the State has required that Suwannee County’s Flood Management Ordinance be updated in order to comply with the Federal Flood Insurance Program.  He then read the title of the ordinance aloud.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously adopted the revised Flood Management Ordinance.  (See Ordinance No. 96-29)


Chairman Fowler announced the next public hearing, which, Mr. Allen explained, is the second of two public hearings to consider adoption of ordinances pertaining to Amendment Numbers 96-12 through 96-23 to the Land Development Regulations.


Mr. Allen reviewed with the Board each proposed amendment.


Chairman Fowler opened the public portion of the hearing.


Tim Alcorn had a question and comment regarding amendment 96-14.  He suggested placing in the ordinance a provision for documentation of a cemetery area to place in the public records.  Mr. Lewis agreed with Mr. Alcorn.  The Board agreed to amend the ordinance relating to amendment 96-14 accordingly.


Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.


Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the ordinances pertaining to Amendment Numbers 96-12 through 96-23 to the Land Development Regulations with the change to Amendment Number 96-14 to include that a document be placed in the public records to identify the cemeteries.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance Nos. 96-19 through 96-28)


Next on the agenda was John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries to discuss several matters, beginning with approval of applications for Suwannee County Library and Regional Library State Aid Assistance for Fiscal Year 1997.


Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the applications for Suwannee County Library and Regional Library State Aid Assistance for Fiscal Year 1997.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Next in consideration was a grant agreement from the State Library for a 50/50 matching grant for the Branford Library.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the grant agreement from the State Library for a 50/50 matching grant for the Branford Library.


Mr. Lewis took the opportunity to relay to the Board that he and Mr. Rutherford have discussed the architect’s contract.  Mr. Rutherford has agreed to the objections in the architectural service agreement, however, Mr. Lewis explained that Mr. Rutherford has requested a 10% commission fee for any outside consultants that may be required, together with any other reimbursable expenses.  Mr. Lewis clarified that Mr. Rutherford cannot seek outside services without prior Board approval.


Chairman Fowler announced the “Additional Agenda Items” portion of the meeting, beginning with the Fire Committee’s report to the Board.  Mr. Allen explained that Kenneth City in Pinellas County has some equipment for sale, and are willing to accept a bid for $81,000.  After viewing the equipment, the recommendation of the Fire Committee is that the fire funds be utilized to submit a bid for the equipment not to exceed $90,000.  Mr. Allen reported that the fire fund currently has a balance of $161,000.


Dan Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator described the equipment for the Board, pointing out that the county stands to purchase approximately $200,000 worth of equipment for $81,000.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously gave approval to the Suwannee County Fire Department to submit a bid of $81,000 for the equipment from Kenneth City in Pinellas County.


Mr. Allen reported that the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department has spent $2,409.15 repairing their pumper and has made a request for reimbursement.  Both the Fire Network and the Fire Committee have recommended reimbursement to the Wellborn Volunteer Fire Department for the $2,409.15.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


The next additional agenda item was Commissioner Roberson’s request that collection sites and C & D landfills be discussed.


Regarding the collection sites, Commissioner Roberson stated that many people are unhappy with the collection site hours and the need to show their card in order to utilize the collection sites.  He suggested that the sites could still be manned part-time by utilizing the existing attendants working the existing hours at no extra cost.  Commissioner Roberson stressed that the additional operating hours can be instituted on a trial basis.


Commissioner Roberson moved that Mr. Jerry Sikes be instructed to open all collection sites on a trial basis, effective immediately on Monday through Saturday from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Sunday from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., that present staff hours be set so that each site is open, manned, cleaned and closed during these hours.  He urged the Board to support him on this because the public is upset with the hours.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director reminded the Board that the collection sites were zoned as “manned” collection sites.


The Board acknowledged that there is a problem with the operating hours, however, did not feel that Commissioner Roberson’s suggestion was feasible.  Motion died for lack of a second.


There was a lengthy discussion involving the collection site operating hours.  It was decided that a survey of the patrons of the collection sites would be the best direction to take, and accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director be authorized to pass the surveys out at the sites that are currently open in order to get the input of the public.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


It was decided that the survey would be conducted over a two-week period, offering four options:  stay with the same hours, open earlier and stay open later; additional hours at additional cost; and open more hours and less days.


Commissioner Roberson reported to the Board that there is currently a request for a C & D Landfill in his district covering a 520-acre area.  He encouraged those present to attend the meeting of the Board of Adjustments to be held on Thursday, September 26, 1996 at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board adopt an ordinance placing a moratorium on any permit for C & D Landfills without notice until the new D.E.P. regulations are in effect.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Mr. Allen clarified that the applicant for the C & D Landfill has indicated that they will significantly reduce the size of the facility and have requested that they be taken off the agenda for September.  He also informed the Board that although the C & D Landfill has not obtained a proper permit from the county, it has been permitted by the D.E.P. and has been operating for several years.


Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Lewis read the ordinance aloud, after which, Commissioner Roberson moved that the ordinance be adopted as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-18)


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board reconsider Amendment Number 96-21, which was previously addressed by the Board, and adopt same.  Mr. Allen approached the podium and reviewed the proposed amendment for the Board.  He explained that if the amendment is passed, the Board would be deciding the issue of special exceptions for livestock or poultry slaughterhouses, sawmills, hospitals, nursing homes, airplane landing fields, public buildings and facilities, solid waste facilities, conference centers, explosive manufacturing or storage, paper and pulp manufacturing, intensive agriculture, public and publicly regulated utilities, biomedical waste incinerators, hazardous waste disposal, bulkheads, piers, motorbus or transportation terminals.


There was a great deal of discussion revolving around the Board taking responsibility for special exceptions.  Many people addressed the Board on this issue, including Sylvia Newell, a resident living near a C & D Landfill.


Commissioner Roberson stated that there was a motion and a second and called for a vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  (Review of the tape revealed that there was no second to Commissioner Roberson’s motion.)


Chairman Fowler moved on to the next item on the agenda, public comments.


One citizen commented on flag lots.


Dean Papapetrou commented on the special exception issue.


There being no comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Next up for consideration was approval of the legal services agreement with Hal A. Airth.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the legal services agreement with Hal A. Airth.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court then requested the Board’s approval for advertising for the Solid Waste Management Services Full Cost Disclosure Report be considered.  He reported that the total cost for Residential Solid Waste Management Services is $2,319,470 and for Non-Residential Solid Waste Management Services is $166,446.  Clerk Henderson emphasized that these figures are “formula based”, so he is unable to guarantee the totals.


Commissioner Udell motioned to grant the request of W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court (for authorization to advertise the Solid Waste Management Services Full Cost Disclosure Report).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


The next item on the agenda was presentation of staff reports, beginning with John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries.  Mr. Hales reported that the cost of gutters and down spouts for the new library is $11,307.29 for the entire building.  He informed the Board that there is approximately $21,000 left in the construction budget, and requested that the Board authorize the purchase of the gutters and down spouts.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney expressed his deep thanks for being able to serve the Board of County Commissioners all these years.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch number 96-000429 through 96-000462 totaling $651,943.22, excluding batch numbers 96-000429 through 96-000439 and batch number 96-000456, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

SEPTEMBER 17, 1996

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$278,495.47 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$6,705.90 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$12,841.18 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$497.93 

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	
	$14,407.00 

	EMS GRANT FUND
	
	$2,299.90 

	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$3,065.30 

	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	
	$3,250.00 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$177,874.06 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$1,749.00 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$60,234.02 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$15,720.88 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$3,459.32 

	RECREATION GRANT
	
	$17,476.00 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$4,604.62 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$737.74 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$2,700.33 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$23,989.19 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$21,835.38 

	TOTAL:
	
	$651,943.22 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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