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September 3, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Ed Allen and pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Fowler announced the following proposed additional agenda items to be heard under Item 20:


1.
Robert Leonard, Suwannee County Sheriff, to discuss housing of more inmates;


2.
Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court, to request appointment of three commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board and appointment of one commissioner to serve as an alternate member;


3.
At 10:00 a.m., hold the first of two public hearings to consider approval of proposed Amendment Numbers 96-12 through 96-23 to the Land Development Regulations.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the requested items be added to the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


The Chairman announced that the minutes to the August 20, 1996 meeting are not yet ready.  Commissioner Udell motioned that the minutes be tabled until the next regular meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented the award for employee of the month to Cindy Lieupo.  Ms. Lieupo was described as a valuable and well-respected member of our county system.


Chairman Fowler then presented a plaque to Mary Ann Green honoring her upon her retirement from the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Both John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries and Chairman Fowler commended Ms. Green for her many years of dedicated service and leadership.


The next scheduled item on the agenda, Delaney Faircloth of the Suwannee River Water Management District was not yet present to deliver a check to the county in lieu of taxes.


Michael Coulter of the Suwannee Democrat then presented a check to the county's Volunteer Fire Departments in the amount of $250.00.


Next on the agenda, P. "Jack" Berry, Co-Chairman of the Wellborn Community Association, Inc. requested closure of certain streets in Wellborn on June 6 & 7, 1997 for the Annual Blueberry Festival.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board honor the request to close the streets in Wellborn on June 6 & 7, 1997 for the Annual Blueberry Festival.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Hillhouse requested the opportunity to speak to the owners along the streets to ensure the request is acceptable to them.


Linda Dye, a business owner on one of the involved streets asked that the grassy right-of-way on the north side of her business be kept open.  Also, she requested that her loading and unloading zone and parking garage remain unobstructed.


Mr. Berry and Ms. Dye each spoke at length on this issue, and answered several questions for the Board members.  Finally, in the spirit of compromise and keeping the best interest of the Blueberry Festival in mind, Mr. Berry agreed to Ms. Dye’s terms.  The Board agreed that Commissioner Hillhouse would investigate the situation further with the involved parties.


Both Commissioners Roberson and Grinstead rescinded their motion and second respectively.  This matter was tabled until the next regular Board meeting.


Chairman Fowler conveyed a request by John H. Parker, III, agent for Reese Bourgeois and Shirley Starling, that consideration of an amendment to the plat of White Lake Subdivision to move a drainage easement now located between Lots 13 & 14 be tabled.


Delaney Faircloth, Public Land Use Coordinator for the Suwannee River Water Management District then presented a check to the county in the amount of $14,134.81 representing payment in lieu of taxes.  He also gave the Board a brief update on some of the District’s current projects.


Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council requested revision of the Tourist Development Council's Budget for Fiscal Year 1997 to change the line item for "ADA Compliance" in the amount of $16,600 to "Coliseum Complex Capital Improvements".  He explained that the TDC supports the plans for construction of a new bathroom/shower facility at the Complex, however, the TDC requires an expected commencement and completion date prior to approval.  Mr. Papapetrou also requested that the funds stay in the TDC’s budget until actually spent so that the TDC can continue to collect the interest.


Clerk Henderson explained that the line item, which is actually $16,500, has already been changed to “Coliseum Complex Capital Improvements”.


After a brief discussion, Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board honor the request of Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.
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10:05 a.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced the second of two public hearings to consider adoption of an ordinance to adopt Amendment Numbers 96-08 through 96-10 to the Land Development Regulations.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator gave his staff reports for the following proposed amendments:


LDR 96-8, by amending Section 2.1, entitled “Definitions, General”, and by amending Section 4.4.2.7 (A-1 Districts) of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations;


LDR 96-9, by amending Section 4.4.5, entitled “Special Exceptions” (Agriculture districts) of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations; and


LDR 96-10, by amending Section 4.4.2.1, entitled “Permitted Principal Uses” and 4.4.5, entitled “Special Exceptions” (Agriculture-1 and Agriculture-2 Districts) of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


Mr. Allen then read aloud the titles to the proposed ordinances.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board adopt the ordinances adopting Amendment Numbers LDR 96-8 through LDR 96-10.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance Nos. 96-15, 96-16, and 96-17)


Also scheduled at 10:00 a.m. was the first of two public hearings to consider approval of proposed Amendment Numbers LDR 96-12 through LDR 96-23 to the Land Development Regulations.


Mr. Allen explained that this hearing is the first of two advertised public hearings.  During this hearing the Board will discuss the proposed amendments.


Mr. Allen then explained all the proposed amendments for the Board.  He explained that the Planning Board recommended that the Board not approve the proposed amendment addressing the Board’s granting of special permits in certain instances rather than special exceptions (LDR 96-21).


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  Russ Davis had one comment, after which Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


The Board then discussed LDR 96-21 and the Planning Board’s recommendation that the Commissioners not approve this amendment.


Commissioner Udell motioned not to go forward with proposed Amendment Number LDR 96-21 addressing the Board’s granting of special permits in lieu of special exceptions.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Roberson opposed.


Due to a lack of response, the Chairman moved past the next item on the agenda, “Discussion of road priorities for the next five years for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation.”.


In consideration of the annual contract with the Suwannee County Public Health Unit, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


The next item, approval of an appointee to the North Central Florida Economic Development Partnership as recommended by the Council for Progress of Suwannee County, Inc. was tabled.


Based upon T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director's recommendation, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of payment of Pay Request Number 4 in the amount of $527,622.75 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work on the landfill closure.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Sikes then explained a little bit about the Joint Maintenance Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for widening and resurfacing County Road 136 from State Road 51 (U.S. 129) to Interstate 75, together with a resolution approving the Joint Maintenance Agreement.


Chairman Fowler read aloud the proposed resolution adopting the Joint Maintenance Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for widening and resurfacing County Road 136 from State Road 51 (U.S. 129) to Instate 75.


Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 96-36)


Commissioner Udell then motioned for approval of the Joint Maintenance Agreement.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Next up for consideration was the extension of the expiration date of the option rights for purchase of the proposed prison site property from William K. Daughtery to March 7, 1997. 
After a lengthy discussion, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Grinstead opposed.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator then explained an agreement and related documents, including a Signature Authority, between the county and the Florida Department of Community Affairs for a Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $700,000 for A.D.A. renovations to county buildings.


Accordingly, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the agreement and Signature Authority between the county and the Florida Department of Community Affairs for a Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $700,000 for A.D.A. renovations  to county buildings.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested an amendment to the Library Budget for Fiscal Year 1996 to reflect additional carryover of the state funds in the amount of $23,140 for a total of $209,661.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the amendment to the Library Budget, together with authorization to advertise.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Hales then reviewed for the Board a contract with Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for architectural services for construction of the new library facility in Branford.  Mr. Hales explained that he and C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney had several revisions, to which Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. have agreed.  He recommended approval of the agreement, subject to the county attorney’s confirmation that the requested changes have been made.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned for approval of the contract with Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, Inc. for architectural services for construction of the new library facility in Branford, subject to review of the changes by C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Robert Leonard, Suwannee County Sheriff, was next under “Additional Agenda Items” to discuss the housing of more inmates in the Suwannee County Jail.  He described for the Board a proposed contract with Pinellas County to house their inmates at a cost of $20,000 for 100 beds.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board authorize the Sheriff to proceed with the plan for the county to house additional inmates from Pinellas County or any other county interested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


The next Additional Agenda Item was Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court’s request for appointment of three Commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board and appointment of one Commissioner to serve as an alternate member.


The Board decided on the following members to the Value Adjustment Board:  Douglas M. Udell, Ivie Fowler, J. D. Grinstead, and Eddy Hillhouse as the alternate.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Shane Tepper discussed a situation involving the loss of the landscaping in front of his house.


Next item on the agenda was staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen reported that the Suwannee County Council for Progress has worked out an arrangement with Jim Brantley, Economic Development Specialist with the Small Counties Technical Assistance Program to provide technical assistance.  Also, Mr. Allen informed the Board that he will be attending the meeting of the Rural Caucus tomorrow if the Board has any issues they would like him to bring up.  He also reported that Keisha Bundy is the new employee at the Building Department.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries reported that Music & Worth should be finished with the Live Oak Library in approximately two weeks and the opening date is nearing.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, updated the Board on the lawsuit involving the bond issue for Shands Teaching Hospital.  The general council for Shands has requested that Mr. Lewis serve as specialty council on this one matter .  


Commissioner Udell motioned that C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney be allowed to serve as special council in the matter of the bond issue for Shands Teaching Hospital.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court clarified for the Board this meeting’s invoice batches.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch numbers 96-00041 through 96-000428 totaling $1,299,605.01.


Under other business, Commissioner Roberson mentioned final plat approval for Southern Comfort Estates Subdivision.  It was clarified that the plat was not ready in time for this meeting and will be brought up at the next meeting.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that a reception be held for C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney on September 24, 1996 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

SEPTEMBER 3, 1996

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	GENERAL FUND
	
	$371,981.47 

	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	
	$26,042.01 

	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	
	$1,563.24 

	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	
	$5,078.25 

	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	
	$1,587.30 

	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	
	$25,064.27 

	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	
	$61,400.00 

	LIBRARY FUND
	
	$20,919.97 

	RECREATION FUND
	
	$4,799.25 

	SPORTS COMPLEX
	
	$4,828.30 

	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	
	$1,742.05 

	LANDFILL CLOSURE
	
	$527,622.75 

	COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION
	
	$47,239.91 

	INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS
	
	$2,000.00 

	STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	
	$179,817.87 

	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	
	$3,287.30 

	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	
	$13,589.73 

	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	
	$1,041.34 

	TOTAL:
	
	$1,299,605.01 



There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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