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August 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:05 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by W. Randy Henderson and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler then announced the following proposed additional agenda items, to be heard under Item 21, “Additional Agenda Items”:


Consider approval of recommendation of Fire Committee to give additional funds to the following volunteer fire departments:  Pine Grove VFD, McAlpin VFD, and Ranchettes VFD.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to allow the requested items to be added to the agenda under Item 21, “Additional Agenda Items”.


Next, Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the minutes of the budget workshop and regular meeting held on July 16, 1996 and budget workshops held on July 18 and 23, 1996, subject to a correction on page 375, last paragraph:  Cuthbert, which appears twice, should read Rutherford.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented an award to the employee of the month, Kathy Schafii of the Library Department.  Ms. Schafii’s co-workers described a very dependable and trusted employee who is very conscientious in her job.


James Dees, Florida Department of Transportation District Planning Manager was next to discuss the following:


1)
Adopted Five-Year Work Program;


2)
Florida Transportation Plan - DRAFT Short Range Component;


3)
Work Program Priorities - Roadway and Enhancement; and


4)
Local Government Comprehensive Plans - Consistency with Florida 


Intrastate Highway System.


Mr. Dees briefly covered the current five-year work program, including the reconstruction of County Road 136, I-10 and I-75 in Fiscal Year 1997.  He reminded the Commissioners that the new list of priorities for Suwannee County and the City of Suwannee County will need to be turned in by mid-September, 1996.


Mr. Dees requested that Interstate 10 be reflected as a level of service standard “B” in Suwannee County’s Comprehensive Plan rather than “C”.


Dean Lewis, County Attorney was next on the agenda to discuss a personal matter.  He respectfully submitted his resignation as County Attorney due to health reasons.  He informed the Board that he will remain in the capacity as County Attorney until September 30, 1996 in order to give the Board an opportunity to find a replacement.


The Board expressed a deep admiration for Mr. Lewis and commended him on his twenty-one years of dedicated service.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board advertise for the position of County Attorney, with a deadline.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Frank Darabi of Darabi and Associates, Inc. approached the podium and gave the Board a quick update on the landfill closure and the cleanup at the road department.  He reported that the contamination is eligible for funding by the D.E.P., however, the county cannot do any work without pre-approval.


Mr. Darabi then requested the Board’s approval of his Engineering Services Agreement with a new rate schedule.  Mr. Darabi explained that the new rate schedule would work out to an increase of less than 2% per year if calculated over the last three years.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the Engineering Services Agreement as requested by Frank Darabi of Darabi and Associates, Inc.


The request of Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, for consideration of a resolution honoring the 1996 Babe Ruth All-Star Teams was held off until the regular meeting of the Board on August 20, 1996.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board approve the request of Sam Carter, Project Manager for Thom Smith Architect, for approval of Pay Request Number 8 in the amount of $9,090.84 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., Contractor, for work at the Suwannee County Public Health Department, subject to receipt of all the lien releases and guarantees from the subcontractors.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Mr. Carter took a moment to commend Mr. Lewis for his many years of work for the county.


Next, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator then read aloud a resolution requesting the Florida Public Service Commission to approve a “25 cents calling plan” for the Dowling Park (658), Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch (842), and Luraville (776) telephone exchanges.


Commissioner Roberson moved for approval of the resolution requesting the Florida Public Service Commission to approve a “25 cents calling plan” for the Dowling Park (658), Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch (842), and Luraville (776) telephone exchanges.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-33)


George L. Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector presented the Board with the Recapitulation of the Assessment Roll for 1995 and requested approval of same.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the Recapitulation of the Assessment Roll for 1995.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court was next at the podium to request approval of destruction of County Commission records that have met their retention periods.  Clerk Henderson explained the nature of the records as listed on the Records Disposition Request Number 14 dated May 22, 1996.  He pointed out that the Probate Records will be kept pursuant to the Board’s previous request.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board honor the request by W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court for the destruction of County Commission records that have met their retention periods.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

August 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

10:05 a.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.  The Board agreed at this time on a cutoff date of 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 23, 1996 for applications for the new County Attorney.


Andrew W. McWilliams, agent for petitioners for Petition for Rezoning Number RZ-96-07-01 and Petition for Rezoning Number RZ-96-07-02 was not present at 10:00 a.m. for the hearings.  Also, it was established that there was no one present to speak in opposition of the petitions.  


The Chairman accordingly tabled these hearings.


Next in consideration was adoption of a resolution, pursuant to application by Larsen Cellular Communications, Ltd., agent for Mary Jo Allison Marital Trust, to grant a special permit to erect a telecommunications tower not to exceed 400 feet in height on property zoned A-1.


Mr. Allen was sworn in by Mr. Lewis in order to present his staff report for Special Permit Number SP-96-08-01.  He reported that notice of the hearing has been duly published in the Suwannee Democrat in addition to notice being mailed to ten property owners who own nearby property.  Also, a sign notifying the public of the zoning hearing was placed in front of the property.


He encouraged the Board members at this time to disclose any communication they may have received, verbal or written, regarding the merits of this application, and whether they made a visit to the site.  The Commissioners did not offer any disclosure.


Robert V. Foley of Larsen Cellular Communications, Ltd. was present as agent for the Mary Jo Allison Marital Trust.  After being sworn in by Mr. Lewis, he gave a brief history of the telecommunications tower project and described the site for the Commissioners.  He entered into the record a copy of the Acknowledgment of Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration.


In response to a question by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Foley confirmed that a climb-proof fence will be constructed around the base of the tower.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment, Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of a resolution, pursuant to application by Larsen Cellular Communications, Ltd., agent for Mary Jo Allison Marital Trust, to grant a special permit (Special Permit Number SP-96-08-01) to erect a telecommunications tower not to exceed 400 feet in height on property zoned A-1.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-34)


Chairman Fowler then announced a bid opening, also scheduled for 10:00 a.m., for a site irrigation system for the new Suwannee County Regional Library.  Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk opened the bids and read them aloud as follows:


Action Irrigation and Landscaping Contractors, Incorporated, 952 South Ridgewood Drive, Lake City, Florida  32055, with a bid of $8,529.00;


Tim Glover Landscaping, 26035 83rd Road, Branford, Florida  32008 with a bid of $8,800.00; and


Nobles Greenhouse & Nursery, 1605 Shirley Street, Live Oak, Florida  32060 with a low bid of $1,500.00 for the retention area and $9,900.00 for the main complex.


Chairman Fowler announced the apparent low bidder as Action Irrigation and Landscaping Contractors, Incorporated, 952 South Ridgewood Drive, Lake City, Florida  32055, with a bid of $8,529.00.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the hearings for Petition for Rezoning Number RZ-96-07-01 and Petition for Rezoning Number RZ-96-07-02 be readvertised due to the absence of Andrew W. McWilliams, agent for the petitioners, with Mr. McWilliams carrying the expense of readvertising.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


In consideration of awarding the bid for construction of an EMS/Fire Facility at the Suwannee County Airport, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the bid be awarded to Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., 9993 100th Place, Live Oak, Florida  32060, with a total bid of $496,830.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously. 


In consideration of awarding the bid for pressure washing and painting of the Emergency Medical Services Station at Branford, and for pressure washing and painting of the Mental Health and Public Health Department Buildings, Commissioner Udell motioned that the bids be awarded to Bird Painting, Inc., Live Oak, Florida with a total bid of $1,190; and Florida Industrial Painting, Inc., Jacksonville, Florida with a total bid of $2,800 respectively.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously. 


John D. Hales, Director of Libraries was next on the agenda to discuss consideration of selecting an architect for construction of the new library in Branford.  Commissioner Roberson motioned that Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, of Tallahassee, Florida be selected as architects for the new Branford library.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director requested approval of Pay Request No. 3 in the amount of $352,466.55 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on the landfill closure.  Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of Pay Request No. 3 in the amount of $352,466.55 to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for work on the landfill closure.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Murel McDonald, EMS Director approached the podium to discuss the possible imposition of an EMS special assessment to fund Emergency Medical Services.  He briefly reviewed the five-year plan for EMS and the need for additional EMS staff.  Mr. McDonald reminded the Board of previous discussion of placing the possibility of an EMS special assessment on the ballot in light of the fact that there is currently no funding for the additional staff.


Mr. Lewis addressed the subject of an EMS special assessment.  He explained a little bit about special assessments, including the need for fair apportionment and a reasonable connection to real property.  He felt that based on the current case law, an EMS assessment may not withstand the Appellate Court.  He suggested as an alternative solution the merging of fire control and EMS.


There was a lengthy discussion regarding the merging of fire control and EMS and funding a “fire/rescue” department with one assessment.


Mr. Lewis reminded the Board that the ordinance and resolution imposing this assessment would need to be adopted by December 31, 1996 in order to impose the special assessment beginning October 1, 1997.


It was decided that the involved parties, including Mr. Allen, Mr. McDonald, the fire coordinator, Commissioner Hillhouse and the volunteers, would further explore the possibility of an assessment for a combination of EMS and fire control and bring it back before the Board.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

August 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

11:25 a.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator brought the following items to the Board’s attention for discussion:  The excavation and fill section of the Land Development Regulations; and the sign regulation section of the Land Development Regulations.


Beginning with the excavation and fill section of the Land Development Regulations, Mr. Allen explained that the language is somewhat broad.  He suggested narrowing the description down in order to ease the restrictions on small scale excavations.  Mr. Allen suggested the following language:  Permitted uses include any excavation less than 300 cubic yards, farm ponds up to 2,500 cubic yards, and excavation incidental to construction on the same parcel.  Excavation from 301 to 5,000 cubic yards or a farm pond over 2,500 cubic yards would need a permit from the County Coordinator’s office.  Excavations 5,000 to 100,000 cubic yards would be subject to the Board of Adjustments.  Excavations over 100,000 cubic yards or any excavation involving blasting would require a special permit by the Board of County Commissioners.


The Board was in agreement with the language as suggested by Mr. Allen.  It was suggested that he look into the regulations involving the filling in of low spots as well.


Moving on to the sign regulation section of the Land Development Regulations, Mr. Allen explained that the current language prohibits signs on rights-of-way including commercial signs, church signs, and temporary signs such as political signs and yard sale signs.


On the issue of the signs currently located on the rights-of-way, Mr. Lewis counseled that Mr. Allen has no option but to enforce the law.


The Board decided that they would like to see some modifications of the sign regulations. Mr. Allen was instructed to hold off on enforcing the sign regulations until the modifications are worked out.  It was suggested that displaying political signs be limited in order to avoid having the signs up all year round.  For example, July 1 to December 30.


Mr. Allen reminded the Board of previous discussions regarding special exceptions.  He suggested that the Board might want to have the option of issuing special permits for slaughter houses, sawmills, speedways, hospitals, sanitariums, public and private schools, public buildings and facilities, solid waste facilities, explosive manufacturing or storage, paper or pulp mills, dairies, any public-regulated services or utilities or facilities, feeder lots, and medical waste crematoriums.


The Board was in agreement with the direction Mr. Allen was taking in this matter.


Chairman Fowler announced the Additional Agenda Item portion of the agenda:  Consideration of approval of recommendation of Fire Committee to give additional funds to the following volunteer fire departments:


Pine Grove VFD in the amount of $7,500 for the purchase of a used fire truck;


McAlpin VFD in the amount of $1,600 for the cost of a new engine for the pump on the tanker truck; and


Ranchettes VFD in the amount of $1,500 for additional operating funds to allow that department to continue operating for the balance of this fiscal year, with the stipulation that an accounting of the expenditures be furnished by the department at the end of the fiscal year and that any funds left over would be returned to the fire fund.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned that the request of McAlpin VFD be amended to include $1,500 for operating expenses.  The motion died for lack of a second.  The Board decided that the McAlpin VFD should come through the Fire Committee with their additional request.


Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval of the recommendation of the Fire Committee (of additional funds to the Pine Grove VFD, McAlpin VFD, and Ranchettes VFD).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Janelle Casteele commented on the dumpster situation at Skeen Road and Highway 129.


George Fuller commented on the situation of the political signs.


Bob Bell commented on the possibility of rebuilding the ambulances rather than purchasing new ambulances.


There being no further public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Moving onto staff reports, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator brought up for discussion the National Flood Insurance Program.  Effective immediately, pursuant to the Community Rating System, those people that carry flood insurance will receive a 5% reduction in their flood insurance rates.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director reported that Anderson-Columbia has requested a time extension of 37-days on the landfill closure project due to rain-outs.  He explained that there will be no additional cost in engineering as a result of the requested change order.  Mr. Sikes also requested the transfer of $847 out of the engineering testing allotment and into equipment in order to upgrade a control panel that monitors the gas flare station.  


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board allow the requested change order by Anderson-Columbia for a 37-day extension on the landfill closure project and the transfer of $847 out of engineering testing and into equipment.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Director of Libraries reported that the Sheriff has indicated that he would like the unused portion of his donation to the Branford Library returned to him so that he can make a decision as to how to apply those funds.


He also reported that the School Board has planted numerous trees on the library site prior to the asphalt being laid as requested by Music and Worth.  He thanked Vincent Jones and Dwight Stansel, who have provided the project with numerous trees and crepe myrtle.  Mr. Hales reported that Representative Alan Boyd and his family have committed 18,000 square feet of centipede sod to the project.  All the county has to do is pay for the transportation.  He suggested that perhaps the correctional people can do the actual laying down of the sod.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney handed over to the Chairman the Interlocal Agreement between the Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida and the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Board.  He stated that no Board action is necessary at this time as the Agreement was approved at the last regular Board meeting.


Mr. Lewis reported that a Notice of Appeal has been filed in the Oakley vs. Nador and Suwannee County case.  Once a brief is filed by the Plaintiffs, the county will need to respond.


Also, Mr. Lewis reported that the Chairman was served by letter addressed to William Wainwright from William L. Colson, an attorney on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Newell, regarding the C & D Landfill.  While it does not require a response at this time, the Board will need to monitor the situation.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 357 through 377, 381, and 385 through 387, excluding batch numbers 378 through 380 and 382 through 384, totaling $1,607,308.24.  Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of same.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of invoice batch number 362, which includes an invoice from Udell Funeral Home in the amount of $475 for medical examiner transportation of the body of Dewey Moore together with an additional invoice to Udell Funeral Home.  Commissioner Hillhouse seconded the motion and it carried with Commissioner Udell abstaining from the vote.


Under other business, Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve the cost of a photograph of C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney to be hung on the Courthouse wall where the constitutional officers are located, reflecting the dates of his service to the county.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

AUGUST 6, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  474,929.58

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





    387,862.94

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        5,145.63

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





      19,238.06

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        3,342.74

LAW EDUCATION







           113.19

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT






        4,134.17

ROAD AND BRIDGE






    139,225.28

WASTE TIRES GRANT







   1.26

RECYCLING GRANT







 61.40

MARINE LITTER & DEBRIS GRANT




           262.99

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT




      27,884.07

LIBRARY FUND







      53,375.72

RECREATION FUND






      23,839.00

SPORTS COMPLEX







             23.92

RECREATION GRANT






           215.00

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST






 38.41

LANDFILL CLOSURE






    368,546.55

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        8,485.73

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS



        2,462.63

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



        7,315.95

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






      15,928.55

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      41,201.42

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      23,674.05





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                       $1,607,308.24


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn at 12:25 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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