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July 16, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Hillhouse and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler called for a vote on the following additional agenda items to be heard under Item No. 13:


Consider awarding a bid to Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc. for the purchase of a fire truck; and


Consider approval of the Fourth Amendment of Ground Lease and Option to Purchase between Suwannee County and Reginald “Bo” Sperring and Shirley Sperring.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board allow these items to be added to the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


In consideration of approval of the minutes of the July 2, 1996 meeting, Commissioner Roberson moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


In consideration of adoption of a resolution honoring Elizabeth Kelley, Kevin Knighton, and Sara McAdams, Olympic Torch Relay Support Runners, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium and read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Udell motioned that the resolution be accepted as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-30)


In consideration of adoption of a resolution honoring Paul Buchanan, Olympic Torch Runner, Mr. Allen again approached the podium and read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Roberson moved for adoption of the resolution honoring Paul Buchanan, Olympic Torch Runner.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-31)


Chairman Fowler handed the Olympic Torch over to Mr. Buchanan.  Mr. Buchanan then proceeded to give a little history on the torch.  He informed those present that this torch, at 32 inches long, is the longest torch ever made for the Olympics and is the first torch made to be held in the middle because of it’s length.  He explained that engraved on the bottom of the torch are the names of all the places that have hosted the Olympics in the past and pointed out that the wooden section of the torch, which was prepared by “Louisville Slugger”, is made out of Georgia Pecan.


The Board commended these individuals for being chosen for the honor of carrying the torch.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director presented the City Council’s proposal to amend the Interlocal Agreement creating the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreational Board.  He covered several changes requested by the City of Live Oak, including changing the term of office from three to four years, changing County Commission appointments to even years and City appointments to odd years, and deleting all of Section VII except for the first sentence.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Agreement (Amendment to the Interlocal Agreement creating the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreational Board) be approved as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Mr. Scott took a moment to update the Board on the Sports Complex project.  He discussed the possibility of the county performing the site preparation work for the ball fields, and felt that the Recreation Board would be willing to reimburse the county for salaries, fuel and other out of pocket costs they might incur.  Mr. Sikes interjected that he has indicated to Mr. Scott that reimbursement of up to $20,000 should cover the labor and fuel cost.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board authorize T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director to make the arrangements for the donated equipment for the Sports Complex project and further, that the Board enter into an agreement with the Recreation Board for reimbursement to the county to get the project underway.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney agreed to draft an agreement with the Recreation Board, provided they approve the terms as discussed, regarding the work done by the county at the Sports Complex.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board authorize Chairman Fowler to sign the agreement with the Recreation Board for reimbursement to the county for the work done on the ball fields.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Scott asked for authorization from the Board of County Commissioners to go out for bids on such items as irrigation or fencing for the project as the need arises.  Chairman Fowler reminded Mr. Scott that the funding is coming from the Recreation Board budget, which operates under the Recreation Board.


Mr. Scott also conveyed a request by the City of Live Oak to put into writing the plans for the existing park as well as the standards of operation for the new Sports Complex and asked for the Board’s input.  Chairman Fowler felt that these matters have already been addressed.  Mr. Scott agreed to research the records.


Mr. Scott briefly described his plans for the existing park.  He stated that the plan is to keep it available for the public as a neighborhood park, with the ball fields kept in good, practicing condition.


He mentioned that several people have offered to donate labor and equipment to the Sports Complex Project and asked the Board if they had any concerns regarding the volunteers working on the site.  The Board did not voice any concerns.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator pointed out that Bill Brewer’s term with the Recreation Board expired on June 30, 1996.  Commissioner Udell motioned that Bill Brewer be reappointed subject to the Amendment to the Interlocal Agreement being signed by the City of Live Oak (creating the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreational Board).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen then presented for the Board’s consideration an Agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council to conduct a Small Quantity Generator Hazardous Waste Assessment, Notification, and Verification Program.  He explained a little bit about the agreement, after which, Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Next in consideration was reappointment of Alex Purcell, Branford Town Councilman, to the Tourist Development Council retroactive to July 15, 1996.  Accordingly, Commissioner Grinstead moved for reappointment of Alex Purcell, Branford Town Councilman, to the Tourist Development Council retroactive to July 15, 1996.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen requested the addition of a Staff Assistant position in the Building Department.  He explained that he originally thought he could wait until the beginning of the new budget year to add the position, however, the Building Department has grown considerably and he needs a second Staff Assistant position now.  Mr. Allen also reminded the Board that the Building Department has a fund balance of $100,000.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the position of Staff Assistant be created in the Building Department at the request of Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Grinstead brought up the discussion of a legal opinion on the use of the gas tax funds for infrastructure projects.  He referenced a letter by C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, who explained that those gas tax funds can be used for infrastructure of the county, however, the gas tax ordinance will need to be amended and a resolution will need to be adopted at a public hearing in the fiscal year prior to the year the funds are going to be used.


There was a lengthy discussion where many Commissioners voiced the opinion that gas tax money should only be used on the roads.  Commissioner Roberson moved that this matter be tabled.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


At 7:00 P.M., W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court opened and read aloud the following bids for the construction of EMS/Fire Facility at the Suwannee County Airport:


Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., 9993 100th Place, Live Oak, Florida  32060, with a total bid of $496,830, and an alternate bid of $489,518;


James Register Construction/Pro-Steel Building, Joint Venture, 1519 Capital Circle, N.E., #126, Tallahassee, Florida  32308, with a total bid of $596,435;


Ric-Lon Enterprises, Inc., P. O. Box 60159, Jacksonville, Florida  32236, with a total bid of $574,900;


Harlie Lynch Construction Company, Inc., P. O. Box 187, Mayo, Florida  32066, with a total bid of $498,000; and


RWB Construction, Inc., 1660 Blanding Boulevard, Jacksonville, Florida  32210, with a total bid of $529,850.


Chairman Fowler announced the apparent low bidder as Gamble & Associates Construction, Inc., 9993 100th Place, Live Oak, Florida  32060, with a total bid of $496,830, and an alternate bid of $489,518.  The bids were then turned over to Mr. Allen for review of the specifications.


Next, Clerk Henderson opened and read aloud the following bids for pressure washing and painting of the Emergency Management Services Station in Branford:


John Danaher Painting, O’Brien, Florida, with a total bid of $2,900;


Jackson Painting and Coating of Lake City, Florida, with a total bid of $1,980;


Face-Lift Painting Company, Live Oak, Florida, with a total bid of $3,195;


Bird Painting, Inc., Live Oak, Florida, with a total bid of $1,190; and


Dave Ferguson, Florida Industrial Painting, Inc., Jacksonville, Florida, with a total bid of $3,300.


The Chairman announced the apparent low bidder as Bird Painting, Inc. in the amount of $1,190.  The bids were turned over to Mr. Allen for review of the specifications.


Next, Clerk Henderson opened and read aloud the following bids for pressure washing and painting of the Mental Health and Public Health Department Buildings.


John Danaher Painting, O’Brien, Florida, with a total bid of $7,800;


Jackson Painting and Coating, Lake City, Florida, with a total bid of $3,735;


Face-Lift Painting Company, Live Oak, Florida, with a total bid of $2,995;


Bird Painting, Inc., Live Oak, Florida with a total bid of $2,940; and


Florida Industrial Painting, Inc., Jacksonville, Florida, with a total bid of $2,800.


Chairman Fowler announced the apparent low bidder as Florida Industrial Painting, Inc. in the amount of $2,800.  The bids were turned over to Mr. Allen for review of the specifications.  It was agreed that the bids would be awarded at the next regular Board meeting.


The Chairman then called for the first of the additional agenda items:


First in consideration was awarding a bid to Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc. for the purchase of a fire truck.  Mr. Allen reported that the low bidder, Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc. in the amount of $113,342 was within the specifications, and the Florida Department of Transportation has authorized the bid.  Commissioner Roberson moved that the bid be awarded to the low bidder, Ferrara Fire Apparatus, Inc. (in the amount of $113,342)  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney brought the next additional agenda item before the Board:  Consider approval of the Fourth Amendment of Ground Lease and Option to Purchase between Suwannee County and Reginald “Bo” Sperring and Shirley Sperring.  He gave a brief history behind the Ground Lease and Option to Purchase and the Amendments, which is in connection with the property on which the new jail is built.  He explained that there are actually two separate options, one on the front of the property and one on the rear eighty feet.  He recommended that the Board enter into the extension agreement on the property, which has already been signed by the Sperrings, but recommended consulting an expert regarding the environmental audit prior to exercising the option to purchase the property.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board enter into an extension of the agreement (Fourth Amendment of Ground Lease and Option to Purchase) between the County and the Sperrings.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Fred Witt from McAlpin approached the podium to speak on the topic of the gas tax.


Harry Gray, 413 Dexter Street, Live Oak, spoke on the issue of the new fire station.


There being no further public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries presented the following architects for an interview by the Board of County Commissioners for the new library facility in Branford:


Akel, Logan & Shafer, of Jacksonville, Florida; and


Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, of Tallahassee, Florida.


Mr. Bill Bishop, Vice-President of Akel, Logan & Shafer was first with his presentation.  He produced a proposed time schedule beginning with Notice to Proceed on August 7, 1996 and ending with Library Dedication on May 21, 1997.  He mentioned that his firm is also involved in the Branford Post Office project.


Mr. Bishop then answered several questions directed at him by the Commissioners and several members of the audience.  In answer to one question in particular, Mr. Bishop responded that Akel, Logan & Shafer would take financial responsibility for their mistakes.  Fortunately, he added, that situation does not happen very often.


The Board thanked Mr. Bishop for his presentation.


Representing the architectural firm of Clemons, Rutherford & Associates, of Tallahassee, Florida were Bill Rutherford, Greg Kelley and Theresa Ransom.  Mr. Rutherford described some of his firm’s designs of choice, and mentioned that his firm has already built three libraries for Mr. Hales; one of them having been built twice due to a tornado.


Mr. Cuthbert then answered several questions directed at him by the Commissioners and several members of the audience.  Mr. Cuthbert also agreed that his firm would pay for an error or omission on the part of his firm.  He also acknowledged that his firm was involved in the Suwannee High School project.


The Board thanked the representatives of Clemons, Rutherford & Associates for their presentation.


Mr. Hales expressed his opinion that although both firms are fully qualified to design the Branford library, he recommended Clemons, Rutherford & Associates.  He based his decision on the fact that he has worked well with this firm in the past.


Mr. Lewis noted that any selection of an architect should be subject to a contract approved by the Board.


It was decided that the Board would hold off on making a decision until they have had ample time to digest the information provided by the architectural firms; possibly by the first regular Board meeting in August.


The next item on the agenda were staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen reported that a monument has been erected at Staples Family Park in honor of the Staples family.


Moving on to another matter, Mr. Allen gave the Board three possible solutions for the situation involving special exceptions brought on by the C & D landfill request:


1)  That the Board of County Commissioners can also serve as the Board of Adjustments;


2)  To consider having particular issues handled by special permit, subject to Board approval; and


3)  Have the Board of County Commissioners serve as an appeal process.


Mr. Allen felt that the special permit issue was the most viable of the three suggestions.  After much discussion of what the three options would entail, it was decided that the process for special exceptions would remain the same.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries was next to give his staff report.  He reported that there is currently no resolution of the hot water situation in the new library.  Also, he has secured more donated trees for the library site.  He asked the Board’s preference as far as asking for bids for irrigation for the project.  They decided that the county would go out for bids directly rather than have Mr. Music do it.  Mr. Hales also reported the he is losing the three employees that make up his processing department.


In consideration of approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 338 through 356, excluding batch numbers 339, 340 and 342, totaling $574,833.07, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

JULY 16, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  183,773.66

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





        7,633.87

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





           260.39

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        6,507.31

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        1,451.14

LAW EDUCATION







           125.38

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT






        3,084.00

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      68,314.87

RECYCLING GRANT






             35.54

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT




           316.06

LIBRARY FUND







      22,432.12

RECREATION FUND






      11,667.70

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST





             39.79

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        3,638.77

AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT






           343.75

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS



        2,684.95

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



    220,548.08

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        8,660.62

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      22,910.51

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      10,400.56

CARRYOVER FROM LAST CHECK WRITE



               4.00





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                       $   574,833.07


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.








___________________________________

ATTEST:





IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF








COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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