9:00 a.m.


	The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


	The meeting was opened with prayer by Edward L. Allen and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


	Chairman Fowler then announced the proposed additional items to the agenda and asked for the Board’s comments:  Consider approval of agreement with Humane Society; consider approval for Government - Private Partnership Agreement with Day Communications for Emergency Communications for E.O.M.; consider approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to imposing a surtax for moving traffic violations; and consider extended area services to three exchanges, 658, 842, and 776 in the county.


	Commissioner Hillhouse mentioned that he has not had the opportunity to review the documents relating to the additional agenda items.  It was suggested that the Commissioners hold off on voting on the additional agenda items until after the first break in order to give them the opportunity to review same.


	Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of placing the additional items on the agenda, subject to the Commissioners having the opportunity to read the paperwork involved with the agenda items.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the May 21, 1996 meeting.


	Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented Raymond Simmons of the Public Works Department with the employee of the month award.  He was described as being hard-working, dedicated and dependable.  Mr. Simmons expressed his appreciation for the award and for the opportunity to work for the people of Suwannee County.


	The Chairman reported that consideration of adoption of a resolution approving the Amended Interlocal Agreement with the City of Live Oak regarding the museum has been pulled from the agenda until the next meeting.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously reappointed Sam Carter as a member to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals effective June 21, 1996.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously reappointed Matt Marable as an alternate member to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals effective June 21, 1996.


	John D. Hales, Jr. was next at the podium to explain that there is no need for the change order for a frame overhang at the library to accommodate the roof system, as originally indicated on the agenda.  Instead, at no additional cost the style of stucco was changed to correct the problem with the front overhang.


	Commissioner Roberson moved for approval of payment of Pay Request No. 1 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $413,656.20 for work done on the landfill closure project.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


	T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director was next at the podium to discuss awarding the bid for marking of center lines of 75 gross miles of roads at various locations in the county.  He recommended that the bid be awarded to Jenkins Painting, Inc. the low bid.  Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board go with the low bid by Jenkins Painting, Inc. at $110 per mile for four inch skip-lines and $210 per mile for four-inch solid lines.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


	Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator requested the Board’s consideration of adoption of the Suwannee County Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).  Mr. Allen then read the resolution aloud.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted the resolution adopting the Suwannee County Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).  (See Resolution No. 96-29)


	Chairman Fowler then moved on to staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen updated the Board on the training of the seven employees who will be supervising the inmate work crew from Lafayette County.  He reported that C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney has some concerns regarding the agreement with the State which will need to be worked out, after which we will be prepared to bring the inmates into the county to work.


	Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Allen if the inmate work crew could work at the many small cemetery sites around the county.  C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney felt that from a legal standpoint, it would be improper to keep up private cemeteries using public funds.  Mr. Lewis was hesitant to advise the Board to maintain the private cemeteries without a special act giving the Board authorization to do so.  He explained a little bit about the laws pertaining to cemeteries, and cautioned the Board that there are quite a few private cemeteries located throughout the county and the city, and if you maintain one, you will have to maintain all of them.


	Mr. Lewis was next to present his staff report.  He informed the Board that he missed the Legislative Briefing yesterday due to a hearing to argue the county’s motion to dismiss in the Oakley vs. Nador vs. Suwannee County case.  He stated that the Judge has reserved ruling, but hopefully will have a ruling in the near future.


	Next on the agenda, Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 96-000276 through 96-000292 totaling $1,143,974.05.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


	Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.


June 4, 1996


Live Oak, Florida


9:45 a.m.


	Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and turned the podium over to E. Dianne Herring, Director of Finance.  Ms. Herring proceeded to give the county’s interest earned and investment reports.  Ms. Herring mentioned that the Board will be receiving the budget calendar today.  Chairman Fowler urged the Commissioners to arrange their schedules so that they can be present at the upcoming budget hearings and workshops.


	Moving on to additional agenda items, Mr. Lewis reviewed with the Board the agreement with the Humane Society, after which Commissioner Udell moved for approval as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse, and carried unanimously.


	Mr. Lewis then read aloud the Government-Private Partnership Agreement with Day Communications for Emergency Communications, after which, Commissioner Roberson moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


	Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of ordinance pertaining to imposition of a surcharge for moving traffic violations.


	Mr. Allen then approached the podium to explain a situation regarding calls from Suwannee County to Lake City.  The extended area services are in effect in all exchanges in Suwannee County with the exception of 658, 842, 776.  Mr. Allen referenced a petition from the Board to the Public Service Commission requesting that they consider the extended area services for those exchanges.  The Public Service Commissioner will then get with Alltel to make a determination of the “community of interest”.


	Commissioner Hillhouse moved that the Board authorize the Public Service Commission to do the survey.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


	At 10:00 a.m. the Chairman announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on the request by InterCel Jacksonville MTA, Inc. to erect a 250-foot telecommunications tower on property owned by William R. Starling, Jr. and Vivian E. Starling and zoned Agriculture-1.


	Mr. Allen presented the staff report on this petition.  He reported that the hearing was duly published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication has been made part of the record in addition to notification to the involved property owners.  Also, notice was posted on a sign in front of the property.


	Tom Rowe, an employee of Teletronics, Inc., who is the agent for InterCel of Jacksonville MTA, Inc. approached the podium to describe the telecommunications towers.  He introduced John Murphy of Black & Beach, the construction group working on the project, who explained for the Board the basic design of the towers as far as withstanding hurricane-force winds and the overload factor.  He stated that the structures are “overdesigned” because they need to be functioning during a catastrophe.


	Answering Commissioner Udell’s concerns, Mr. Murphy indicated that panels will be constructed around the base of the tower, approximately ten feet high, to discourage anyone from climbing the tower, in addition to the existing locked, chain link fence topped with a one-foot barbed wire projection.


	Mr. Murphy explained for John Koch that it is a requirement that the F.A.A. must be notified immediately in the event of failure of the light at the top of the tower, the batteries, and the backup generator, in order to avoid any aircraft colliding with the tower.


	Tim Alcorn stressed that flashing white lights at night are very disturbing and urged the Board to require red lights at night.  Mr. Murphy indicated that if it is within his power, he will have the red light at night and the white lights during the day.


	Chairman Fowler reminded those present that the public comment portion of the hearing is open.  There being no further public comment, Chairman Fowler closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


	Mr. Lewis commented that the Board could consider approval of the resolution with the condition that the red lights be in place at night, and if the F.A.A. does not approve that, then this matter could be brought back before the Board.


	Mr. Rowe requested the opportunity to look at a lesser intensity white light in the event the F.A.A. will not allow a red light.


	Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of the resolution, subject to changing to a red light at night or a low intensity white light, based on what the Federal Government approves, and subject to making the tower “climb proof” as a safety feature.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-24)


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on the request by InterCel Jacksonville MTA, Inc. to erect a 250 foot telecommunications tower on property owned by Teulah L. Bryan and zoned Agriculture-1.


	Mr. Rowe and Mr. Murphy explained a little bit about the location of this tower, and indicated that climb-proof panels would be installed on this tower as well and it would be outfitted with a red light at night or a low-intensity white light.


	One member of the audience (Mr. Boyette) who lives right next to the location indicated that while he is not against the tower, he does not like the idea of guide wires right outside his front door.


	Mr. Rowe submitted that the actual tower site is much further east than the involved property owners realize and urged Mr. Boyette to take a look at the survey, which Mr. Boyette did.


	After much discussion, Mr. Rowe requested that this matter be tabled so that the parties involved can go out and look at the site.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse moved that this matter be tabled until 1:30 p.m..  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


	Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.


June 4, 1996


Live Oak, Florida


11:10 a.m.


	Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 91-15 relating to an amendment of ten (10) acres or less of land to the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County Comprehensive Plan providing for a change in land use classification from Agriculture-1 (1 dwelling unit per 2 acres) to Commercial of certain lands on application by Hubert Gamble and Zoe Ann Gamble.


	Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to give his concurrency assessment and was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He stated for the record that the hearing was duly published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication has been made part of the record.  In addition, the Zoning Board has passed a resolution recommending the change to Commercial.  On the issue of ex-parte communications, Mr. Allen urged the Board to state any communication they may have had with the parties involved, or any visits they may have had to the site.


	Commissioner Roberson stated that he spoke with Mr. Gamble, however, the conversation has had no effect on his decision in this matter.  He has not been to the site.


	None of the remaining Commissioners mentioned any visits to the site or any communication with the involved parties.


	After giving his concurrency assessment, Mr. Allen explained that if the Commissioners pass this ordinance today, the decision can be challenged within thirty days.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no comment from the public, Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


	Mr. Allen then read the title to the proposed ordinance aloud, after which Commissioner Roberson motioned for adoption of the ordinance as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-08)


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance 92-11 relating to rezoning of less than ten (10) contiguous acres of land; to amend official zoning atlas; providing for rezoning from Agriculture-1 to Commercial Intensive of certain lands on application by Hubert Gamble and Zoe Ann Gamble.


	Mr. Allen was still under oath, and stated that the concurrency assessment for the previous ordinance applies to this zoning change as well.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There was no public comment at that time so the Chairman closed the public hearing.


	Commissioner Udell motioned that the property be changed from Agriculture-2 to Commercial Intensive, thus restoring the Commercial Intensive zoning that was lost through no fault of the property owners.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.   (See Ordinance No. 96-09)


	Mr. Allen reminded the Board that this decision can also be challenged within the thirty days.


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 92-11 relating to rezoning of less than ten (10) contiguous acres of land; to amend official zoning atlas of Land Development Regulations; providing for rezoning from Agriculture-1 to Commercial Neighborhood of certain lands of application by Carey A. Hardee, as agent for Hamilton C. Forman.


	Mr. Allen was still under oath.  He reported that this hearing has been duly published in the Suwannee Democrat and said proof of publication is part of the record.  The property owners of nearby property were notified by mail and notice of the hearing was posted on a sign in front of the property.  In addition, the Zoning Board has passed a resolution recommending approval to Commercial Neighborhood.  He then urged the Board to divulge any conversations they may have had regarding this issue, and any site visits.


	Commissioner Hillhouse discussed the meaning of Commercial Neighborhood zoning with Mr. Earl Bullock, and he does pass the property every day, however, these factors will not effect his decision in this matter.


	None of the remaining Commissioners mentioned any communication with anyone regarding this issue or any site visits.


	Mr. Allen then proceeded to give his concurrency assessment and stated that he has issued his certificate of compliance.


	Carey A. Hardee, agent for the petitioner then approached the podium to produce Mr. Leonard, whose wife purchased the property in question with Hamilton C. Forman.  Mr. Leonard was sworn in and proceeded to answer several questions by Mr. Hardee.  He indicated that there are plans to build a convenience store on the property with the nearest convenience store to this proposed site being approximately eight to nine miles South of the site.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public hearing.


	Mr. Allen clarified that if this property is zoned Commercial Neighborhood, the house located on the property reference by Mr. Leonard in his testimony can no longer be used as a residence unless the owner of the business resides in the house or an employee of the business rents the house because the property will no longer be Residential.


	Mr. Allen then read aloud the title to the proposed ordinance, after which Commissioner Hillhouse moved for adoption of the ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-10)


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a portion of the plat of Town of O’Brian on petition by Grant Meadows and Harriet Meadows.


	Mr. Allen approached the podium to present his staff report. He referenced an opinion by Hal Airth, Attorney at Law stating that title is vested in the petitioners and a letter by George L. Burnham, Jr., Tax Collector stating that the taxes are paid.  He stated that the hearing has been duly published in the Branford News and proof of publication of same has been made part of the record.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There was no public comment at that time, so the Chairman then closed the public hearing.


	Commissioner Roberson motioned for adoption of the resolution vacating a portion of the plat of Town of O’Brian.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-26)


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a portion of Simkus Road in Suwannee Belle Estates, Unit No. One upon request of LaVera S. Smehil.


	Mr. Allen approached the podium to present his staff report.  He stated that in addition to advertising in the Suwannee Democrat, proof of which is part of the record together with a certificate of mailing.  In addition, notice of hearing was placed on a sign on the road.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public hearing.


	Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval of the resolution.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-27)


	Chairman Fowler stated for the record that although the Resolution was not read aloud, it is made a part of the record by reference.


	Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a portion of Airway Drive located in Little River Acres Subdivision and Flying Little River Subdivision upon the request of Robert E. Brown and others.


	Mr. Allen presented his staff report.  He stated that this matter has been published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record, together with a certificate of mailing.  In addition, a sign was placed on the road with notice of the public hearing.


	Connie Chancey, a member of the Homeowners Association involved approached the podium to explain to the Board that while there are still differences between the Homeowners Association and the property owners, the petitioners are still requesting that Airway Drive be closed.


	Next on the floor was Dick Mozena, who expressed his support of closing Airway Drive.


	Ed Seppa of Little River Airport also approached the podium.  He asked the Board if the road closing would effect his existing easement which provides access to the runway.  If so, he is opposed to the road closing.


	Mr. Lewis stressed that the Board cannot express an opinion regarding his easement, and reminded Mr. Seppa that the request today is to vacate a road.


	It was pointed out by Ms. Chancey that currently Mr. Seppa does not have access to the runway anyway because Airway Drive is a county road.


	Jeff Hickling expressed his opposition to the road closing.  He requested instead that the county pass a resolution renouncing and disclaiming any right to the road.  Mr. Hickling referenced Florida Statutes 336.09 and 316.00(b).


	Mr. Lewis counseled that whether the road is renounced and disclaimed or vacated and abandoned, the end result is still the same:  the property owners along the portion of the road in question will receive title to that half of the road that is adjacent to their property.


	Bob Brown talked at length in support of the road closing, and emphasized the liability the county currently has and strongly urged the Board to close Airway Drive.


	Gary Chancey, who lives on Airway Drive echoed Mr. Brown’s sentiment that the Board close Airway Drive so that he and the other residents can enjoy the use of Little River Airport.


	Mr. Lewis read the proposed resolution aloud, noting that the statement “and no one appeared at said hearing to object to the closing and vacating of the portion of said road or the renouncing and disclaiming of any right or interest of Suwannee County and the public in and to said road”.  Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the resolution vacating a portion of Airway Drive located in Little River Acres Subdivision and Flying Little River Subdivision, with the extraction of the statement referenced by Mr. Lewis.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-28)


	For the purpose of clarification, Mr. Lewis explained that the adjacent property owners will not receive an actual deed, the conveyance is automatic under Statute.


	Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.


June 4, 1996


Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.


	Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and reminded those present that Item 12, a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution granting a special permit on the request by InterCel Jacksonville MTA, Inc. to erect a 250-foot telecommunications tower on property owned by Teulah L. Bryan and zoned Agriculture-1, was previously tabled until 1:30 p.m.


	The Chairman re-opened the public hearing and turned the floor back over to Mr. Murphy.


	Mr. Murphy had an update on the light issue.  He reported that the F.A.A. has mandated that a red light be used at night on the tower on the Starling property.  As for the Bryan property, the F.A.A. will require a white light.  Mr. Murphy indicated that he would be petitioning the F.A.A. for permission to use a red light, which takes about two weeks.  The petitions, he continued, have been very successful in the past.  He also confirmed that the safety panels will be placed on the towers to discourage anyone from climbing them.


	Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


	Mr. Allen then read the proposed resolution aloud and explained that there will be the two changes as required by the Board:  a red light on the tower and safety panels to discourage anyone from climbing the tower.


	Commissioner Udell motioned for approval of said resolution, with the stipulations as mentioned by Mr. Allen:  the red light and the climb proof guards.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson.


	Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Udell amended his motion to add that in the event the appropriate authority does not grant permission for a red light, then a low intensity white light will be installed.  Chairman Roberson seconded the amendment.


	There was some discussion as to whether the Commissioners should vote on the motion or the amendment first, after which Commissioner Udell rescinded his motion and Commissioner Roberson rescinded his second.


	Commissioner Udell then motioned for adoption of the resolution as requested pertaining to the erection of a telecommunications tower, subject to the installation of a red light on the tower if possible and climb-proof type panels on the base of the tower.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-25)


	It was decided that the Commissioners and Mr. Allen would work toward amending the land use regulations to require climb-proof panels on towers and red lights at night on the top of the towers.  It was also suggested that existing tower owners be contacted to suggest that climb-proof panels be installed.


	W. Randy Henderson took the floor to introduce Ken Kent, Director of Management Services for the Florida Local Government Trust, who presented a report of past and future activity of the trust.


	Mr. Kent made several comparisons between the trust and a money market fund, pointing out the many advantages of the trust.  He described the nature of the trust as a long-term program, and reported that although the first quarter in 1996 was a disappointing one, since January, 1993, the trust has increased by 17.4%.


	Mr. Kent covered the investment policies of the Florida Local Government Trust and pointed out that although there has been an marked increase in clientele, the Florida Local Government Trust is still delivering the same level of service.  He covered some of the risks involved in the investment process and directed the Board’s attention to a performance analysis comparing F.L.G.I.T. and money markets.


	In closing, Mr. Kent stated that Florida Local Government Trust’s credit rating is a “triple A”, which is as good a rating as can be achieved.  He thanked the Board for their business and offered to answer any questions they may have.  Several members had questions for Mr. Kent, which he answered to their satisfaction.


	Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor for public comment.


	On other business, Mr. Lewis requested permission for he and Mr. Allen to attend a seminar in Orlando on June 13 and 14, 1996.  He commented that the seminar would be beneficial to the county and requested authorization for he and Mr. Allen to attend.  Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned that Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator and C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney be authorized to attend the seminar in Orlando.  Commissioner Grinstead seconded the motion and it carried by unanimous vote.


	Clerk Henderson distributed the budget calendar for Fiscal Year 1997 to each of the Commissioners.  He encouraged the Board members to contact either the Chairman or himself if they have a conflict with any of the dates.  It was decided that the hearing set on Tuesday, September 3, 1996 at 5:00 p.m. would be moved to Wednesday, September 4, 1996 at 5:00 p.m. due to the election being held on that Tuesday.


	Commissioner Roberson asked for direction from the Board as to whether or not the finance committee should resume their meetings in light of the upcoming budget process.  It was decided that the meetings would be held off until after the first budget workshop. 


	Clerk Henderson offered to make the budget calendar available to the committee so that they can have the opportunity to attend the budget workshops or copy them with minutes from the workshops.


�
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS


DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS


JUNE 4, 1996


FUND										    AMOUNT


GENERAL FUND 								$  273,288.57


FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND						    364,087.59


STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE						        5,507.50


MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND						        9,681.42


EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT					           589.12


LAW EDUCATION								           127.88


ROAD AND BRIDGE							        7,443.39


RECYCLING GRANT							             37.44


MARINE LITTER & DEBRIS GRANT					           131.83


LIBRARY FUND								      19,481.71


RECREATION FUND							        3,145.90


LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM				      10,700.00


CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST						             33.06


LANDFILL CLOSURE							    413,656.20


COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION					      13,867.34


INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS				        2,761.77


STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION				           320.00


FIRE PROTECTION FUND							           664.43


SOLID WASTE COLLECTION						        2,360.66


SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL							      16,088.24


				TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                       $ 1,143,974.05


	There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.





							___________________________________


							IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN


							SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF


ATTEST:						COUNTY COMMISSIONERS





__________________________________


W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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