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May 21, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Keith Mixon and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Before moving on to the first item on the agenda, Chairman Fowler took a moment to recognize the Boy Scouts in attendance at the meeting who are working on their merit badges for citizenship:  Robert Hallock, Chad Fralick, and Robbie DeMoss.


The following items were placed on the agenda under "additional agenda items" upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse; said motion having carried by unanimous vote:


Consideration of adoption of a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1995 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council; 


Consideration of approval of an interlocal agreement granting an easement across county property to Suwannee River Water  Management District for ingress and egress from 76th Street; and 


Consideration of adoption of a resolution encouraging Governor Chiles to sign House Bill 1041 into law to reinstate prayer in public schools.


Commissioner Grinstead also requested that the Branford Greenway project be discussed under additional agenda items.


The next item on the agenda was approval of the minutes of the May 7, 1996 meeting.  Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the minutes of the May 7, 1996 meeting, subject to the addition on page 307 of the following suggested members for the committee to review the county’s regulations regarding plats:  Edward L. Allen, T. Jerry Sikes, and Eddy Hillhouse.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Next on the agenda, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator read aloud a Certificate of Recognition of Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director for winning the Mrs. Florida title.  


Commissioner Grinstead motioned for adoption of the Certificate of Recognition of Luanne Mixon, in resolution form, for winning the Mrs. Florida title.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-22)


Mrs. Mixon was presented with the certificate as well as red roses.


Tim Atkinson, Executive Director of North Florida Mental Health Center approached the podium to request the Board's consideration of assigning the current contract between the Board and the North Florida Mental Health Center (NFMHC) to the organization formed as a result of a merger of NFMHC and the mental health center that serves Dixie, Levy, Gilchrist and Alachua Counties, and to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract.


Mr. Atkinson explained a little bit about the merger for the Board and also requested the Board's consideration of appointing Jack Garrett as Suwannee County's representative to the Board of Directors of the newly merged company.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved assigning the current contract between the Board and the North Florida Mental Health Center (NFMHC) to the organization formed as a result of a merger of NFMHC and the mental health center that serves Dixie, Levy, Gilchrist and Alachua Counties, and to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract.


Commissioner Udell then motioned that Jack Garrett be appointed Suwannee County's representative to the Board of Directors of the newly merged company to be named later.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler expressed his appreciation to Mr. Garrett for his willingness to serve as a representative to the Board of Directors for Suwannee County.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director approached the podium to request authorization to proceed with the five-year  plan for a emergency communications provider ship and public emergency dissemination program upgrade.


He took a moment to clarify that while his memorandum to the Board regarding the plan references "WNER/WQHL", the radio station is actually "WQHL".  He introduced Mr. Mark Smucker, the engineer from WQHL.  Mr. McDonald also explained the objectives of the five-year plan and reported that Mr. Lewis is in the process of preparing an interlocal partnership agreement.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously authorized Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director to go out for bids for a generator and the tower work for said project.


Bud Kirk, President of the Humane Society expressed his appreciation to the Board for adopting the dangerous dog ordinance.  He gave special thanks to C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney for his good work on the ordinance.  Mr. Kirk also updated the Board on the shelter.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator talked to the Board about the proposal for the shelter.  He described five covered runs at an estimated cost of approximately $1,000.  He informed the Board that there may be an additional cost to hook the runs into the City sewer system.  There is also a cost of approximately $5.00 per day for each day a dog is housed.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously granted $1,200 for the construction of a holding area for dangerous animals.


It was suggested that the moneys to build the pens come out of the municipal services fund.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney respectfully suggested that the Board enter into a contract with the Humane Society setting forth the agreed-upon terms, possibly combining it with the existing contract with the Humane Society.


Next at the podium was Lee McGriff of Nationwide Insurance Company to present the Board with a dividend check in the amount of $149,116 for workers' compensation.  He explained that the Board was receiving the check because of the excellent way the county has managed and controlled their losses.  He reminded the Board that if the county can keep their losses under $90,000 this year, they can again collect a dividend.


Ms. Mixon reported that from 1993 to 1994 the workers' compensation premium with another carrier was $255,596.  After the dividend, this year's premium is $145,525 for a savings of $110,071.


Sam Carter, Project Manager requested approval of Pay Request No. 6 in the amount of $15,496.16 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., contractor for the addition to the county health department building.


Commissioner Udell accordingly motioned that $15,496.16 be paid to Carl B. McCall, Jr. (for the addition to the county health department).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.
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7:00 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced a bid opening for marking center lines for 75 gross miles of roads at various locations in Suwannee County.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court opened the bids as follows:


1)
Jenkins Painting, Inc., Chiefland, Florida



PAINT:



skip line 
$  110 per mile 



solid line
$  210 per mile



THERMOPLASTIC



skip line
$  350 per mile (white)





$  480 per mile (yellow)



solid line
$  780 per mile (white)





$1,180 per mile (yellow)


2)
Ozark Striping Co., Inc. of Ozark, Alabama did not submit a bid.


3)
Florida Striping, Inc., Melbourne, Florida



PAINT:



skip line 
$  260 per mile 



solid line
$  350 per mile


No bid was submitted by Florida Striping for thermoplastic.


Clerk Henderson announced the apparent low bid as the bid submitted by Jenkins Painting, Inc.  It was decided that the bids would not be accepted until the next Board meeting when T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director will be present.


Kay McCosh and Amy Lawson, Extension Office Program Assistants requested permission to use the Coliseum beginning June 7, 1996 at 5:00 P.M. through June 8, 1996 at 8:00 A.M. for the purpose of holding a 4-H Lock-In.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board give permission for the Coliseum to be used for a 4-H Lock-In on the dates requested (June 7, 1996 at 5:00 P.M. through June 8, 1996 at 8:00 A.M.).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested approval of a change order in the amount of $5,824.10 for R-30 insulation in the new library.  He explained that the change in insulation is endorsed by Pat Sura, the maintenance crew, the architect as well as himself, and recommended approval.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board honor the change order request in the amount of $5,824.10 for R-30 insulation in the new library facility.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Next, Mr. Allen asked the Board's consideration of approval to advertise for bids for construction of EMS/fire facility at the airport.  Mr. Allen explained that the D.O.T. grant will fund 90% of the cost of the space to be utilized by the fire department, but will not fund EMS's space.  Accordingly, approximately 70% of the total cost of construction will be funded by the Department of Transportation, or $330,000 to be paid by D.O.T. and $156,000 to be paid by Suwannee County.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval to advertise for bids for construction of an EMS/fire facility at the airport.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court was up next to request implementation of assessing a surcharge of $12.50 on moving traffic violations within the county for the purpose of funding communications.  He explained that several of the surrounding counties have already implemented this surcharge, and in fact, he has had to refund the surcharge back to people on a daily basis.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Clerk be allowed to get with the county attorney in order to do what is necessary to accomplish implementation of the surcharge.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler moved on to the additional agenda items, beginning with Edward L. Allen's request that the Board consider adoption of a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Overall Economic Development Program 1995 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.


Mr. Allen read the resolution aloud, after which Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-23)


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney then brought up for discussion an interlocal agreement granting an easement across county property to the Suwannee River Water Management District for ingress and egress from 76th Street.  He explained that the Water Management District has informed him that they are not able to indemnify and hold the county harmless.  He then read the agreement aloud.


Commissioner Roberson remarked that this is the same strip of land that he had previously suggested for use as a boat ramp.  After examining the site however, he has since abandoned that idea as it is not suitable.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the interlocal agreement granting an easement across county property to the Suwannee River Water Management District.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hillhouse was next under the additional agenda items to request that the Board adopt a resolution encouraging Governor Chiles to sign House Bill 1041 into law to reinstate prayer in public schools.  He remarked that Senator Charles Williams went to a lot of trouble to get this bill to the Governor's desk.  


Commissioner Hillhouse then read the resolution aloud, after which Commissioner Roberson motioned for adoption of same.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Debbie Scott, a school teacher in the audience made some remarks on the issue of prayer in schools and encouraged the Board to visit the children at the schools.  (See Resolution No. 96-21)


Commissioner Grinstead brought everyone up to date on the Branford Greenway project.  He reported that the Greenway committee has decided to use the $200,000 becoming available from D.O.T. in July, 1996 to pave the four miles purchased by the State from C.S.X. Railroad.  There is 6/10 of a mile, however, that is owned by Florida Power.  Commissioner Grinstead requested the Board's permission for the committee, headed up by Mark Gluckman, to meet with Florida Power to secure the use of the 6/10 of a mile.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board allow the committee to negotiate with Florida Power to work out a deal for the use of the property (6/10 of a mile) and report back to the Board with their findings.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


The Chairman then moved on to the staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen reported that the county is finally in receipt of two appraisals that agree regarding the purchase of the property at Little River Springs.  It would appear that the State is now in a position to make a formal offer on the 116 acres.


Mr. Allen also stressed the importance of good safety programs in the county, as evidenced by the worker's compensation dividend.


Mr. Allen reminded the Board that the Florida Association of Counties will hold their legislative update at the Suwannee River Water Management District Offices on Monday, June 3, 1996 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.


In addition, Mr. Allen reported that a meeting will be held in Mayo to work out an agreement to use their inmates in work crews in Suwannee County.


Lastly, he reminded the Board that the Suwannee River Water Management District's town meeting previously postponed will be held at Town Hall in Branford on Thursday night, May 30, 1996.


Commissioner Grinstead announced the ribbon cutting ceremony and official opening of the Branford Greenway on Saturday, June 1, 1996 at 2:00 p.m.  He encouraged everyone to come out and show their support.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries stated that he was late getting the minutes and noted that they did not mention where he stated how receptive the School Board was regarding landscaping at the Live Oak library.  He took a moment to mention that in addition to the school moving trees for the library, the Vo-Tech department will be doing a great deal of landscaping for the library.


He also mentioned a Commissioners' Appreciation by the Friends of Library tentatively set for June 4, 1996.


Mr. Hales further reported that he now has official notice from the State Library that the Law Enforcement Trust Funds can be used as a local match.


He informed the Board that the county is just about to get the first draw down from the State in the approximate amount of $120,000 on the library grant funds.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney updated the Board on the lawsuits.  Regarding the case involving the dog, Mr. Lewis has filed a Motion to Dismiss the complaint.  On the prison case, the county is getting ready to file for a special exception.  While the migrant labor camp case has been dismissed, the Plaintiffs still have thirty days to refile.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court clarified for the record that the minutes were turned in by the deadline specified by the Board.  As for not mentioning the trees, Clerk Henderson reminded those present that there has been quite a bit of discussion in the past regarding the quality and quantity of the minutes, which makes it difficult at times to include such items as the donation of the trees.  He did assure the Board that the Clerk's office will try to continue to produce good minutes.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously authorized payment of invoice batch numbers 96000259 through 96-000275 totaling $404,917.10.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board have Elaine Robinson prepare a letter to the Water Management District requesting a boat ramp at Anderson Springs, and authorize the Chairman to sign it.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

MAY 21, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  259,930.56

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





      19,178.75

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





      10,852.91

LAW ENFORCEMENT






           239.03

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




           277.87

LAW EDUCATION







           573.00

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      48,952.25

LIBRARY FUND







      10,161.19

RECREATION FUND






        6,299.27

SPORTS COMPLEX







               7.56

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



      20,597.60

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        2,357.27

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



        6,421.30

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        6,241.33

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





        9,655.70

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






        3,171.51





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                       $   404,917.10


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.








___________________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN








SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF

ATTEST:





COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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