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May 7, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Hillhouse and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler then asked for additional items to agenda:  Commissioner Grinstead suggested removal of item number 33, “Presentations by architects/engineers for professional services for design and construction of new library facility in Branford” in light of some new information that John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries will share with the Board later in the meeting.


Commissioner Roberson asked to add discussion of the operating hours at the collection centers.  It was agreed that this matter would be discussed under Item 23.


In consideration of the minutes of the April 16, 1996 meeting, Commissioner Udell motioned for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented an award to Eddie Thompson of the Public Works Department for employee of the month.  He was commended for his positive attitude and described as always taking pride in his work.


Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council requested adoption of a resolution proclaiming May 8, 1996 as Hospitality Employees Appreciation Day in Suwannee County.  He read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Roberson moved that the resolution be adopted as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-18)


Mr. Papapetrou then requested that the Board adopt a resolution proclaiming May 16, 1996 as Marjorie Carmichael and Robert Leonard Day in Suwannee County.  He then read the resolution aloud.  He mentioned a tribute dinner on that date sponsored by the Suwannee County Chamber of Commerce, Branford News, Suwannee Democrat and WQHL - Today’s Country Q98.


Commissioner Udell noted that W. W. “Billy” Jernigan and Charles Blalock were not included in the ceremony.  Mr. Papapetrou clarified that they must have twenty years of service.


Chairman Roberson moved for adoption of the resolution proclaiming May 16, 1996 as Marjorie Carmichael and Robert Leonard Day in Suwannee County.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Jack Berry, Co-Chairman of the Wellborn Community Association, Inc. requested the closure of certain streets in Wellborn on June 1, 1996 to accommodate the expansion of the Blueberry Festival.  Mr. Berry reported that the one individual that would be effected by the closure has given his consent.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved that the Board honor the request to close the streets (8th Avenue between CR 137 and 17th and 15th Avenue between CR 10A and 8th Avenue).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Robert Leonard, Sheriff of Suwannee County approached the podium to discuss his offer of $100,000 for the Sports Complex, with the stipulation that $15,000 of it go to the Wellborn area for the park out there and $1,000 of it go through Tom Abercrombie for a field used by the Recreation Department.  He requested that the money stay in the Law Enforcement Trust Fund until it is spent so that it can continue to gain interest.  He also requested that the expenditures in Wellborn be approved by the Wellborn Community Association.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board accept the offer of $100,000 from the Sheriff with $15,000 going to the recreation park in Wellborn.  All funds shall remain in the Law Enforcement Trust Fund until spent; transferred out only when used.  Also, that the committee in Wellborn (Wellborn Community Association) be in control as to how the funds are spent and what for, coordinated through Greg Scott.  In addition, that $1,000 be given to Tom Abercrombie to use for a ball field.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.

On behalf of Dean Gaylord and himself, Commissioner Grinstead thanked the Sheriff and Commissioner Udell for their participation at the auction to raise funds for the Branford Library.  He also thanked Jack Berry for his contributions.


Commissioner Udell also thanked the Sheriff for his contribution to the Sports Complex and commended Mr. Berry for his help in Branford.


A member of the Wellborn Community Association thanked Mr. Berry as well for his participation.


Commissioner Roberson thanked the Sheriff for his generosity.


Sam Carter, Project Manager requested approval of Pay Request No. 5 in the amount of $9,950.36 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., contractor for the addition to Suwannee County Health Department.


Accordingly, Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve the request for payment of $9,950.36 to Carl B. McCall, Jr. as requested by Sam Carter.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Eva Moses approached the podium to discuss obtaining a franchise to sell peanuts at Little River Springs.  Chairman Fowler reminded Ms. Moses that the Board had previously denied her request until such time as the county’s land transaction with the State at Little River Springs is completed and approved.  That was the general consensus of the Board.


Commissioner Grinstead clarified with Mr. Scott that the reason the garbage receptacles were removed from Little River Springs is because people were using them for their household garbage.  Mr. Scott also confirmed that he has implemented his cleanup of the springs as previously arranged.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously adopted the resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider closing a portion of Airway Drive (75th Place) located in Little River Acres Subdivision and Flying Little River Subdivision.  (See Resolution No. 96-19)


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the request by John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries for a change order for $4,305.42 for rigid board insulation in the new library.


Mr. Hales informed the Board that the presentations by architects/engineers for the Branford library has been removed from the agenda for the time being due to the fact that it would appear that all seventeen of the library construction projects were funded for July 1, 1997.  If this is the case, he continued, the county would need to re-advertise for architects.


Lester Baxter from the Public Works Department requested that the Board recognize Wallace Trailer Company of Valdosta, Georgia as the low bid in the amount of $29,000 for the purchase of one low-boy trailer.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board recognize Wallace Trailer Company as the low bid.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Next, Mr. Baxter requested the Board’s consideration of approval of the proposed agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District for a solid waste collection center site at Falmouth Springs.


Mr. Lewis pointed out some changes in paragraph four of the redraft and suggested that the Water Management District should indemnify the county the way the county indemnified the Water Management District.

Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval of the agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District for a solid waste collection center site at Falmouth Springs, pending approval of the changes by the Water Management District.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


In consideration of approval of the revisions to the Sublease Agreement for the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator explained that the State has apparently agreed to the changes, although he has not received the redraft as of yet.  He reported that the State expressed a willingness to change the termination clause to apply only if the county is in breach of contract.


Commissioner Grinstead moved for approval of the Sublease Agreement for the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford, subject to the changes in cancellation of the contract by the State.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


The next item on the agenda was final plat approval for Rolling Acres Subdivision.  Mr. Lewis suggested a few minor changes to the plat, which he discussed with the Board.


Commissioner Roberson moved for final plat approval of Rolling Acres Subdivision, subject to the changes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen then passed out copies of the preliminary plat of Southern Comfort Estates Unit I Subdivision.  He pointed out several points of concern, such as stacked lots and access to Highway 129.


After a lengthy discussion where the Commissioners, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Lewis all voiced their concerns with the proposed plat, it was decided that a committee would be formed to review the county’s regulations regarding plats.  Commissioner Grinstead so moved.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


In light of the previous motion, Commissioner Udell motioned that preliminary plat approval of Southern Comfort Estates Unit I Subdivision and Stage Coach Crossing Subdivision be tabled.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

May 7, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

11:45 a.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and turned the floor over to Mr. Allen, who requested approval to advertise for bids for a mini-pumper for the county airport, which involves a 90% D.O.T. grant.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval to advertise for bids for a mini-pumper for the county airport.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen recommended that the Board consider working out an agreement with the Mayo Correctional Institute for county employees to supervise minimum security inmates on work crews in Suwannee County.  He explained that the county would be responsible for transporting the crews from Mayo to the work site.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve Mr. Allen’s recommendation.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell then addressed the Board regarding adoption of a resolution requesting that the Federal Government donate the old Post Office Building to the county whenever they decide to build a new facility in Live Oak.  He read the resolution aloud.


Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board adopt the resolution requesting that the Federal Government donate the old Post Office Building to the county whenever they decide to build a new facility in Live Oak.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler then moved on to the additional agenda items.  Commissioner Roberson addressed a situation out at the solid waste collection centers.  He explained that several people using the centers are complaining about the operating hours.


It was suggested that a survey be handed out by the site attendants to better determine the people’s needs, and Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board go ahead and do it.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


At 11:00 a.m., Chairman Fowler announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to dangerous dogs.  Mr. Lewis read the title aloud.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Roberson pointed out that the county does not have a place to confine the dogs.  Mr. Allen explained that the Humane Society is interested in discussing their role in enforcing the ordinance if the county is willing to put up some money to equip them to house and/or handle dangerous dogs.


Commissioner Roberson mentioned that the Board could also investigate working out an agreement with the City of Live Oak regarding dangerous dogs.


Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption (of the ordinance pertaining to dangerous dogs).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-03)


Commissioner Udell motioned that Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator be allowed to pursue a means of housing the dangerous dogs, either with the City, the Humane Society or other, and report back to the Board.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler then announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to a drug-free workplace policy.  Mr. Lewis read the title aloud.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public hearing.


George Fuller approached the podium and asked if the ordinance addresses county employees only.  Mr. Lewis responded that it did.


Sherry Millington of the Library requested that the employees be given the opportunity to have their questions answered.  She asked them to consider alternative methods, the cost efficiency of the testing, and the reasoning behind the testing.


Lester Baxter of the Public Works Department commented that he feels every county employee should be tested for drugs.


There being no further public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public hearing.


Mr. Lewis addressed Ms. Millington’s questions by expanding on some of the language in the policy.


Several Commissioners also took the opportunity to respond to Ms. Millington’s concerns.


Commissioner Roberson moved for adoption of the ordinance (pertaining to a drug-free workplace policy).  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-04)


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the meeting.


Bob Brown approached the podium with some questions regarding the dangerous dog ordinance.  Mr. Lewis answered the questions to Mr. Brown’s satisfaction.


Jewell Higgins asked about a rumor regarding the Commissioner for his district (J. D. Grinstead) having a portion of his (the Commissioner’s) road paved.  Commissioner Grinstead responded that he knows nothing about a road being paved; that it is just a rumor.


It was pointed out that the Board has decided that no new roads will be paved until the existing roads are resurfaced.  Commissioner Grinstead did state for the record, however, that if there is any way to pave Smith Road in the future, it will be paved.


It was announced by a representative of the Suwannee River Water Management District that the District will be present at the Suwannee County Town Meeting on Thursday, May 16, 1996 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss District lands.


The Chairman then called for staff reports, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.


Mr. Allen informed the Board that the Department of Community Affairs has objected to each of the proposed changes to the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  However, Mr. Allen explained that he and Lowell Garrett of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council are currently working on some possible compromises and will get back to the Board.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries was next to give his staff report.  He briefly reported on the change orders for the Live Oak Library.  He also commended Music & Worth for pointing out that the metal studs and drywall go higher than the finished ceiling in the Library building.  As a result, the county will be receiving a $10,371 credit.  Mr. Hales again complimented Music & Worth on their good work and honesty.


Mr. Hales also updated the Board on the landscaping for the Live Oak Library.


Mr. Allen approached the podium again to inform the Board that the county appears to be getting a good rating on the effectiveness of the building inspection program, which will result in a reduction in fire insurance rates for residents taking out new policies.


E. Dianne Herring, Director of Finance gave the Board the interest earnings report and investment report for April, 1996.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and a second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously authorized payment of invoice batch numbers 96-000239 to 96-000258 totaling $1,073,032.84.


Commissioner Udell mentioned that he is looking into getting a firing range in Suwannee County without any cost to the Board.


Mr. Hales presented Chairman Fowler with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the Florida Library Association for his hard work and dedication.


Chairman Fowler recessed the meeting for lunch.

May 7, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

1:30 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County’s Comprehensive Plan by changing the land use classification of certain lands from Residential-1 to Commercial on application CPA 96-13 by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners as agent for H. G. Fisher and Penny Watkins.


Mr. Allen was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He then reported that notice of the hearing has been duly published and gave the Board his staff report.


Regarding the issue of ex-parte communications, Commissioner Hillhouse stated that although he did talk to Mr. Fisher, he did not feel he has been prejudiced by that conversation.


Lowell Garrett, Senior Planner with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He then proceeded to give his concurrency assessment.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.


Bob Brown approached the podium and asked how the county acts as agents for the applicants.  Chairman Fowler explained that through no fault of the applicants, the property’s previous commercial zoning was taken away by the county under the new plan, therefore the county felt they should apply to get it back.


There being no further public comment, Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for adoption of the ordinance to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County’s Comprehensive Plan by changing the land use classification of certain lands from Residential-1 to Commercial on application by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners as agent for H. G. Fisher and Penny Watkins.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-05)


Next was a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to change the zoning designation of certain lands from RSF-1 (Residential Single Family-1) to CG (Commercial General) on application by Suwanee County Board of County Commissioners as agent for H. G. Fisher and Penny Watkins.


Mr. Allen was sworn in.  He reported that notice of the hearing has been duly published and then proceeded to give the Board his staff report.


Mr. Garrett then entered his previous concurrency assessment into the record.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, Chairman Fowler closed the public hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously adopted an ordinance to change the zoning designation of certain lands from RSF-1 (Residential Single Family-1) to CG (Commercial General) on application by Suwanee County Board of County Commissioners as agent for H. G. Fisher and Penny Watkins.  (See Ordinance No. 96-06)


Next was a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to change the zoning designation for certain property from A-1 (Agriculture-1) to CN (Commercial Neighborhood) on application by Andrew W. McWilliams as agent for Betty Hunt.


Mr. Allen was sworn in.  He reported that notice of the hearing has been duly published and then proceeded to give the Board his staff report.  He then moved onto his concurrency review of the property.


Chairman Fowler opened the public hearing, during which, Andrew W. McWilliams approached the podium to be sworn in to answer questions.  Chairman Fowler then closed the public hearing.


Commissioner Udell motioned for adoption of the ordinance to change the zoning designation for certain property from A-1 (Agriculture-1) to CN (Commercial Neighborhood) on application by Andrew W. McWilliams as agent for Betty Hunt.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 96-07)


Dean Papapetrou, Chairman of the Tourist Development Council presented the Tourist Development Council’s report covering the months of October, 1995 to March, 1996.


Tim Alcorn, Chairman of the Development Authority presented the Development Authority’s report covering the months of October, 1995 to March, 1996.


Edwin McCook, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce presented the Chamber’s report covering the months of October, 1995 to March, 1996.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

May 7, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

3:00 p.m.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and gave the floor to Richard Powell, County Auditor to present the audit for Fiscal Year 1994-95.


Mr. Powell reported that the overall assets at the end of the year were approximately $41,331,000, which is an increase over last year.  The revenues for the year were approximately $15,940,000 and the total expenditures were approximately $14,706,000.  Overall, he reported, the county was better off at the end of the year than at the beginning of the year.


Next, Mr. Powell reported on the internal control findings.  He referenced some prior year findings in the areas of bank reconciliation, fund structure, recreation cash collections, vehicle fuel usage control, and inventory and remarked that although there has been improvement in most areas, there is still more room for improvement.  He reported a current year finding in the area of bank deposits where some deposits were deposited over a week after they were received.


In conclusion, Mr. Powell recommended that the county implement a purchase order system.  He remarked that it is clear the county wants to make improvements in the budget and further recommended that the Board gain control of the overall budget, beginning with fewer funds.


Mr. Allen mentioned that the inventory is now complete and asked the Board for direction as far as removing those items with a value of less than $300.  Mr. Powell recommended that a list be compiled for the Board’s approval.


The Board thanked Mr. Powell for his presentation.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

MAY 7, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  352,261.15

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





    381,334.38

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        5,291.50

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        4,830.83

LAW ENFORCEMENT






        3,240.96

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




           709.36

LAW EDUCATION







           354.46

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT






        7,536.06

ROAD AND BRIDGE







      28,696.10

WASTE TIRES GRANT






               0.81

RECYCLING GRANT







             33.97

MARINE LITTER & DEBRIS GRANT





           113.55

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT




        1,127.19

LIBRARY FUND







      10,449.76

RECREATION FUND







        6,382.15

SPORTS COMPLEX







      19,056.79

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM




           189.45

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST






             21.33

JAIL PROJECT DEBT SERVICE





           100.09

LANDFILL CLOSURE







           468.75

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




      39,207.99

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS




        4,338.27

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION




    180,135.00

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        7,288.66

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





        7,611.68

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      12,252.60





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                            $ 1,073,032.84


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.








___________________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN
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