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March 19, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler and Commissioners Laure B. "Sam" Roberson, Jr., Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead, and Eddy Hillhouse, and W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler announced the following items to be added to the agenda:


Louis Berry of North Central Florida Health Planning Council to give a report;


Discussion of the Edward B. Byrnes Grant;


Discussion of a county emergency grant;


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts to request the Board's approval for advertising for the budget amendments discussed at the workshop held immediately prior to the regular meeting; and


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director to discuss the Gold Kist Boulevard project with the City.


Louis Berry of North Central Florida Health Planning Council presented a brief report covering the work of the Council in our district.  He presented the Board with the two informative publications put out by the Council.


Regarding approval of the minutes of the February 22 and March 5, 1996 meetings, Commissioner Roberson had the following corrections and/or additions:  At the top of page 258 the text should read that the county could attempt to use the strip as a swap with the Suwannee River Water Management District for a boat ramp rather than the strip being used as a boat ramp.  Commissioner Hillhouse pointed out that the second paragraph from the bottom on page 255 should read "Carrie Lee" rather than "Dick Calvitt".  Chairman Fowler stated that on the same page the "new" roller should read "used" roller.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 22 and March 5, 1996 meetings, subject to the changes as indicated.


Sam Carter, Project Manager requested approval of payment of Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $16,096.29 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., Contractor, for the addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved payment of Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $16,096.29 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., Contractor, for the addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Change Order Request in the amount of $13,877 for Suwannee County Health Department project be honored, since they have the money in their budget to cover it.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Julia Stone of the Job Training Programs for the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council requested that the Board adopt a resolution and approve an interlocal agreement creating the North Florida Workforce Development Consortium and the North Florida Workforce Development Board.


Ms. Stone read the resolution aloud.  C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, stated that he has reviewed the proposed interlocal agreement and the redraft and finds that although the Board will be cumbersome with thirty-nine members, he sees nothing wrong with it from a legal standpoint.  He mentioned one error in the interlocal agreement on page 7, the "Suwannee County Industrial Development Authority" should read the "Suwannee County Development Authority".


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution and approved the interlocal agreement creating the North Florida Workforce Development Consortium and the North Florida Workforce Development Board.  (See Resolution No. 96-11)


Mr. Lewis was next on the agenda to request the Board's consideration of adoption of an enacting resolution providing for the Barnett Bank loan.  Mr. Lewis read the title of the resolution aloud.


Commissioner Roberson moved for the adoption of the enacting resolution for the Barnett Bank loan.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-10)


Mr. Lewis suggested that the Board take a few moments to sign the documents regarding the loan while the appropriate parties are present.


After all the documents were signed, Mr. Lewis took a moment to explain the unique properties of revenue bond financing.  He explained that revenue bond financing, rather than being a general obligation or indebtedness of the county, is a pledge of certain revenues.  The obligation, he continued, shall not constitute a lien upon any property of Suwannee County except the pledged revenues.


Ed Woodberry of Barnett Bank presented the Board with a check.


Maria Tepper, on behalf of her husband, Shane Tepper addressed the Board regarding the dumping of stumps and other debris by her neighbor, George Graham, on a county road right-of-way.  She stated that Mr. Graham suggested she contact the county to see about cleaning up the debris.  Ms. Tepper continued that T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director inspected the area and indicated that he needed time to inform Mr. Graham, out of courtesy, that the stumps would be removed.  After several weeks, Ms. Tepper continued, Mr. Sikes informed her that the debris, which she described as a pile approximately 12 feet wide and 10 feet high, would not be moved after all.  Ms. Tepper asked the Board why the trash, which is located at the end of her driveway and has created a visibility hazard, cannot be removed.


Commissioner Grinstead stated that he and Mr. Sikes have viewed the stumps, however, they are not ten to twelve feet high.  In addition, they are a good thirty or forty feet past Ms. Tepper's driveway.


Mr. Sikes did not recall having a conversation with Ms. Tepper, however, he did recall speaking with Mr. Tepper.  He described a dead-end road with a cul-de-sac at the end.  There is a clump of trees at the edge of county-owned property with approximately three or four stumps piled up in the trees.  The property owner has requested that the stumps be left where they are to create a "blind" to his property and driveway.  He asserted that the Teppers' driveway is approximately thirty or forty feet from the stumps.  He also stated that there is complete visibility on any driving portion of the county right-of-way; the only place to see beyond the trees and stumps is private property.  While he did state to Mr. Tepper that he would speak to the property owner, Mr. Graham was very insistent that the stumps stay where they are.


Ms. Tepper asked the Board whether or not the stumps were going to be removed, and if not, why.  Mr. Sikes and Commissioner Grinstead did not feel that stumps were a problem.  Ms. Tepper did not agree and left the meeting.


Next in consideration was the appointment of Ralph Bell to the Construction Industry Licensing Board to replace Carl B. McCall, Jr., whose term expires on March 31, 1996 and no longer desires to serve.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that Ralph Bell be appointed to the Construction Industry Board.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned that Govan Knight be appointed to the Code Enforcement Board to complete the term of Norman Anders, who resigned effective March 6, 1996.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.
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Chairman Fowler called meeting back to order and announced the next item on the agenda:  Consider exercising the option to purchase from Alice M. Atkinson for the site for the new Branford Library facility.


Commissioner Grinstead took the opportunity to express his appreciation to the Hatch and Gaylord families for their offer of land on which to build the new Branford library.  However, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator's review of the County's Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Regulations revealed that it is impossible for the county to construct a public building on that site.


Mr. Allen explained that according to the Land Development Regulations Map for the Town of Branford the land is currently zoned agricultural.  There has been a request to change the zoning on one portion of the land to commercial and another portion to industrial which has been tentatively approved by the Town of Branford and is currently in Tallahassee.  If the zoning is changed to commercial, a public facility such as a library is not permitted.  Agricultural zoning will permit a public park, but not a public building.  In addition, the Comp Plan for the Town of Branford contains a policy that prohibits hooking any further structures up to septic tanks.


Commissioner Roberson referenced a Resolution Number 96-01 by the Branford Town Council supporting the library committee's recommendation to go with the property selected as the site for the new library.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned that the Board exercise the option to purchase property from Alice M. Atkinson for the site for the new Branford Library facility.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson.


Before the vote was taken the Board expressed their appreciation to Wendell Hill and A. W. Gaylord for attempting to find a suitable location for the library.  Commissioner Hillhouse pointed out that the option does not have to be exercised until May 30, 1996 and felt it would be wise to look a little further for a site.


There was a lengthy discussion regarding the difficult task of finding an appropriate location for the new library facility with the emphasis being placed on the hard work of the library committee and the Board.  The motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Hillhouse opposed.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board authorize T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director to advertise for bids for center line painting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Sikes recommended that the Board award the bid for one knuckle boom type loader to Clean Earth Environmental Group in the amount of $61,400, the apparent low bidder.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously accepted the low bid of $61,400 submitted by Clean Earth Environmental Group for one knuckle boom type loader.


Mr. Sikes explained to the Board that the State contract price for a tandem axle dump truck is $50,090, which is lower than the apparent low bid submitted by Walt's Live Oak Ford in the amount of $52,343.  He accordingly recommended that the Board go with the State contract for the tandem axle dump trucks.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board honor Mr. Sikes request to go with the State contract in the amount of $50,090 for the tandem axle dump trucks.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Udell confirmed with Mr. Sikes that the money for he dump trucks is not new money, but has been budgeted for the purchases.


Mr. Allen requested the Board's consideration of the following amendments to Personnel Rules & Regulations:  1)  Section 4, Types and Terms of Employment, 4.02 Participation in Benefits; 2)  Section 5, Hiring Procedures, 5.01 Vacancies; 3)  Section 5, Hiring Procedures, 5.05 Compensation.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve the amendments, as stated by Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, to the Personnel Rules & Regulations.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Roberson pointed out that justification of the "substantial additional duties" should be included in the language of the amendment to Section 5, Hiring Procedures, 5.05 Compensation.  Commissioner Udell included in his motion the language as suggested by Commissioner Roberson and the motion was again seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.  Motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator informed the Board that the Department of Community Affairs has forwarded to the county a Modification to the Emergency Management Grant.  The modification will increase the grant by $1,887.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the Modification to the Emergency Management Grant Agreement from the Department of Community Affairs.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen also requested the Board's approval for an agreement in the interim amount of $3,462 between the Department of Community Affairs and Suwannee County for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) State and Local Assistance (SLA) funds.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved that the Board approve same.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler addressed the Board regarding the poor condition of Gold Kist Boulevard.  He explained that the City of Live Oak has indicated they would be willing to split the resurfacing cost of that road with the County.  A possible source for the County's portion of the cost, estimated at $22,000, is the Collection Site Construction Fund.


Commissioner Udell motioned that the County enter into an agreement with the City of Live Oak to repave the agreed upon portion of Gold Kist Boulevard, with the understanding that the City would pay one-half of the cost and the County would pay one-half of the cost.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director reported to the Board that the surplus equipment sale proceeds total $21,577.50.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries gave the Board a brief update.  He reported that the next Regional Library Advisory Board Meeting is scheduled for April 23, 1996, which will be the second meeting for the Advisory Committee.  In addition, the projected completion date for the new Live Oak library facility is the end of July or beginning of August, 1996.  Mr. Hales also informed the Board that he has received an offer for Live Oak trees for the new facility, and the VoTech has offered to help out in various areas.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney informed the Board that the corporation for the Suwannee County Fair Association appears to have been formed after approval by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners on October 15, 1960 with the Order having been entered by Judge Rowe, Circuit Judge on November 21, 1960.  It was formed under Chapter 616, Florida Statutes.  Mr. Lewis was not sure if the corporation is currently up to date on it's filings.  Mr. Lewis stated that the charter is recorded in the Record of Corporations in the Office of the Clerk of the Court, Record of Corporations Book 2, page 268-77.


In addition, Mr. Lewis reminded the Board that the Suwannee Farms/Hall & White case was settled last year for $35,000.  In that particular suit, $49,000 was paid to the attorneys for the county.  A demand was made on the insurance company for $84,000 with a deductible of $10,000.  In addition, the insurance company is questioning $20,000.  Mr. Lewis delivered to the Board at that time checks totaling $54,777.94.  He stressed that the remaining $20,000 will be pursued.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch numbers 96-000181 through 96-000200 totaling $630,091.60.


Clerk Henderson requested the Board's permission to advertise the six budget amendments previously discussed at the budget workshop held earlier in the day:  A.D.A. Compliance Fund, 1995 Sales Tax Bond Issue Debt Service, Jail Project Debt Service, Road Improvement Debt Service, Hospital Investment Fund, and Library Construction Fund.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board honor the Clerk's request to advertise six budget amendments.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Lewis informed the Board that the county has received a demand from Marvin Mitchum for payment of some damages resulting from his well near the old landfill.  He suggested that Mr. Allen submit the demand to the liability insurance carrier.


Mr. Lewis further reported to the Board that he is in receipt of a lawsuit involving a Suwannee County resident, Mr. Nadore, and Suwannee County.  The suit was mailed to the county offices.
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DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS
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FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  276,025.85

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





      54,889.03

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





             48.18

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        7,857.24

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        1,941.50

ROAD AND BRIDGE






    106,353.37

94 SMALL COUNTIES GRANT





           181.83

WASTE TIRES GRANT






                 .91

RECYCLING GRANT






             79.76

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT




      22,154.34

LIBRARY FUND







      26,627.74

RECREATION FUND






      12,741.56

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



      19,000.00

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST





             20.40

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




      13,112.10

AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT






        7,300.00

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS



        2,768.09

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



        5,214.00

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






      18,177.12

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      34,263.50

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      21,335.08





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                        $  630,091.60


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.








___________________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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