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February 20, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Glenda B. Williams, Director of Records.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Hillhouse and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


The following members of the Suwannee Elementary West School Student Council were present:  Roberta Richmond, Sponsor, Sharon Chamberlain, Sponsor, Sara Parker, Vice President, and Forrest Bass, Zachary McCoy, Dana Crace, Johnny Allison, Kelly Melland, and Chabeli Quesada, Members.


Chairman Fowler called for any additional items to the agenda.  Chairman Fowler announced that Mr. Gamble of Gamble Construction Company will finish the roofing job on the old State Attorney’s office tomorrow.  He has not taken a draw during the entire project and would like to be paid as soon as the next check write.  Mr. Gamble submitted a bill for $72,868.  


Commissioner Udell motioned that the Board approve payment of the roofing bill from Gamble Construction Company in the amount of $72,868.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court added the interest report to the agenda.


There were no additional items at that time.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 6, 1996 meeting.


Sam Carter, Project Manager was next on the agenda with two requests concerning the addition to the Health Department Building.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved payment of Pay Request Number 2 in the amount of $5,328.08 to Carl B. McCall, Jr., Contractor, for work performed on the extension to the Health Department Building.


Mr. Carter also informed the Board that Mr. McCall has requested a sixty-day extension to the contract.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously granted the request by the Contractor, Carl B. McCall, Jr., for a sixty-day extension to the contract for the addition to the Health Department Building.


Cindy Pledger of the Jobs & Education Partnership Coordinator for North Florida Consortium gave a brief overview of the funding of the Jobs & Education Partnership Block Grant and how it will impact the counties.  Ms. Pledger thanked the Chairman and the Board for mailing the letter to Governor Chiles and completing the other paperwork in a timely fashion.


She explained that the Governor has requested that a six-county private industry board and a Jobs & Education Board that “look alike”, so that on July 1, 1996 when Jobs & Education takes over, one Board can flow into the other, and it will be called a “Work Force Development Board”.


The first step from here, Ms. Pledger explained, is an interlocal agreement among the six counties covering how the Work Force Development Board and transition into Jobs & Education will be brought about.  The parameters of the Board will need to be set and nominations solicited.  The Board members will need to be in place and operating in order to receive funds by July 1, 1996.  She was hopeful that the Board would appoint a representative, or contact person, to work in the development of the Work Force Development Board, rather than attempting to assemble all the members of each of the six County Commissions.  Ms. Pledger explained that the County Commission will play a more active role on this Board because at least one member of the Commission will be an actual member of the Board.  She informed the Board that each member of the Board that is a County Commissioner must be matched by 51% by a member of the private industry.  With six County Commissions, the number of Work Force Development Board members could get quite extensive.  The six counties include Suwannee, Hamilton, Taylor, Lafayette, Madison and Jefferson Counties.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board appoint Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator as contact person for the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Grinstead presented a proposed option for $1,000 for purchase of property from Alice M. Atkinson for a site for the South County Library.  The property will cost a total of $33,000 over three years, with $11,000 being paid at closing and an additional $11,000 plus interest for two additional years.  Commissioner Grinstead referenced the $25,000 set aside in this year’s budget for the library and explained that it would cover the first payment of $11,000, closing costs, and architectural and engineering fees.


Commissioner Hillhouse was under the impression that the $275,000 from the law enforcement trust fund would cover the cost of the Branford library, thus freeing up the $25,000 that was to be set aside same.


A lengthy discussion ensued, during which it was clarified that the Sheriff’s intention was to use the $275,000 gift for construction of the library only.


Commissioner Grinstead motioned to approve the option to purchase property with Alice M. Atkinson for $1,000 for the Branford Library.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Commissioner Hillhouse voiced his opposition to the motion and the use of $275,000 of the fund balance for the Branford library.


Motion carried in a four to one vote with Commissioner Hillhouse opposed.


Wendell Hill offered to look for a piece of property to be donated for the library.  Mr. Lewis reminded the Board that they are only considering an option to purchase.


Commissioner Udell motioned that T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director be authorized to declare equipment as surplus property and grant permission to the sale of said property at Demott Auction Services, Inc. on U.S. 129 North.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

February 20, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

7:10 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.


The next item on the agenda was consideration of rescinding the decision to float the $7,500,000 bond issue.  The Chairman reminded those present that the issue was tabled on November 7, 1995 for sixty days, and the sixty days has passed.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the decision to float the $7,500,000 bond issue be discontinued.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead.


Commissioner Hillhouse asked what the cost of the bond issue will be.  Mr. Lewis stated that he will notify the bond counsel that the loan has been terminated and will request that they submit their bill, if any.


Motion carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court requested that a workshop be scheduled for March 5, 1996 at 1:30 P.M. to discuss necessary budget amendments pertaining to refinancing of the current debt service and additional $1,200,000 for capital projects.  It was brought out that a public hearing is also scheduled at that time, however, the workshop can be held as soon as the public hearing is over.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously agreed to hold a budget workshop on March 5, 1996 as soon as the public hearing set for 1:30 P.M. is over.


Clerk Henderson over stated the following figures from the interest report on the hospital funds for the record (Account number 596000873-00):  Interest earned for 1/1/96 to 1/31/96, $19,341.51; cumulative interest earned, $120,741.12; yield, 4.83%.  Also, interest earned on Fund 140, Secondary Road Fund, $3,977.10; Fund 306, Infrastructure Surtax (1 cent), $3,064.80; Fund 400, Fire Protection, $295.74; Fund 402, Solid Waste Collection, $369.26; Fund 403, Solid Waste Disposal, $2,318.01; and Fund 120, Law Enforcement, $2,418.08.


Bob Bell, Coordinator of United We Stand brought the Board up to date on the organization's activities.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.


Nathan Hannon, a sixth grade student and a recipient of the "Citizenship in Community Merit" badge, thanked the Board for allowing him to be at the meeting.


Larry Copeland, a resident in District Four asked the Board to consider repaying 127th Street, formerly known as County Line Road, off 252, as it has not been repaved since the early 1960's.  He stated that his grandfather donated the easement with the condition that the road be maintained.  Chairman Fowler informed Mr. Copeland that no roads can be paved until the funds can be found.


Lamar Lee referenced some repairs performed at the arena out at the coliseum approximately one year ago, including lights and other materials donated by Mr. Lee.  He wondered why the Fair Board decided to take some of the materials back down and return them to his farm.  He mentioned that they kept the lights.  He had several questions regarding the Fair Board.


Tim Alcorn, a Fair Board member, responded that the Fair Board's purpose is to promote the Fair.  He reported that there is also a Livestock Board, which is separate from the Fair Board.


Clerk Henderson pointed out that there is no Fair Board Agreement in the Clerk's files.  It was the general consensus of those present that an agreement or contract needed to be drawn up.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that a committee be appointed to look into a Fair Board agreement, made up of a member from the Fair Board, the Livestock Board, 4-H, F.F.A., one citizen from each district, the Sheriff's Posse, and the Riding Club.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Alcorn stated that he would report to the Fair Board that they need to get the materials back from Mr. Lee and put them back up at the arena.


Wendell Hill commented that he had donated $5,000 to the livestock show per year.  He has reservations about donating this year because he has had parents of last year's participants have told him that it took over ninety days for the children to get their money.  


Chairman Fowler closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Staff reports were next on the agenda, beginning with Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.


After Mr. Allen read the proposed resolution aloud, Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board adopt the resolution proclaiming the week of February 25 through March 2, 1996 as Hazardous Materials "EPCRA" Awareness Week.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Mr. Allen updated the Board on the one to ten rating system process for building inspectors that is still on-going.  He remarked that the county's rating will effect the insurance rates the same way the ratings on the fire stations do.


Next at the podium was T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director.  He updated the Board on the situation around the landfill.  The testing of wells in the one-half mile radius has been completed and the levels of methane gas found in the two wells has reduced considerably.  The county will put down a new well for the resident, Mr. Mitchum, and the abandoned property owner has not been located as of yet.


Chairman Fowler complimented Mr. Sikes on the way he handled the problem.


It was the general consensus of the Board to honor Mr. Sikes' request to be given authority to negotiate up to $25,000 for the purchase of a lowboy trailer, which is a budgeted item.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries took the floor to update the Board on the library construction project, which should be complete around July, 1996.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney reported that he has been working with bond counsel regarding the proposed loan with Barnett Bank.  The one-cent surtax will expire before the term of the proposed loan is up, which may cause a problem.


He also updated the Board on the migrant labor camp suits, and reminded the Board that the Solingo suit is continuing at this point.


Commissioner Roberson reported that the finance committee meetings will resume once the 1995 audit is complete.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch number 96-000147 through 96-000162 totaling $1,037,257.47.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

FEBRUARY 20, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







  $542,538.18

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





    155,650.97

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





      13,929.39

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        7,705.80

LAW ENFORCEMENT






        8,158.32

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        1,684.87

LAW EDUCATION







        1,290.00

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      65,862.50

LIBRARY FUND







      29,920.89

RECREATION FUND






      11,649.53

SPORTS COMPLEX







        1,088.00

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        4,349.09

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



    147,122.87

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






      20,758.45

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      14,893.30

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      10,655.31





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                        $1,037,257.47


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.
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IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN
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