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February 15, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


2:30 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at an emergency meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting to order and announced that the purpose of the meeting is to discuss problems out at the Suwannee County Landfill.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director informed the Board that during the process of taking quarterly ground water and methane gas samples, personnel of Darabi & Associates detected methane gas up to an explosive limit in one of the private wells off site of the landfill.  Mr. Sikes reported that he immediately contacted Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director.  The Department of Environmental Protection was then notified, as well as the State Emergency Management people.  The Department of Environmental Protection has expanded the sampling area up to one-half a mile surrounding the old landfill.


Mr. Sikes informed the Board that methane gas was found in two wells:  one abandoned well and one active well.  Mr. McDonald has been in contact with the property owner of the active well and the power source has been disconnected.  Arrangements have been made for food and lodging until such time as the power can be reconnected to the well.  Mr. Sikes assured the Board that he would inform them if any additional wells tested positive for methane gas.  Since testing the water quality in the wells is a little more involved than testing for gas, they will probably hold up on the water testing until they finish testing for gas.


In response to a question by Commissioner Roberson-by suggesting that Murel McDonald be given authorization to house any additional individuals in the event the need arises.  Mr. Sikes further suggested that the Board would be acting responsibly if they supplied bottled water to any residents in that area that express concern to the Board, until their wells can be tested.  In a situation that would be considered an emergency, HRS, Water Management and other state agencies are involved in the loop of the bottled water process.  However, he felt that the Board could probably assume that responsibility in this case since it appears to be an isolated incident.  He informed the Board that the other wells in the area are going to be checked post-haste because there is a possibility of contamination in the other wells.  That is why the testing area is being expanded.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously authorized Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director to handle the situation at the landfill and the surrounding areas as the need arises.


Mr. Sikes stated that there is no reason to believe at this point that the methane gas problem is associated with the county’s new landfill.  He reported that steps are currently being taken to close the old landfill and install a gas venting system designed to eliminate the buildup of methane gas in the ground.


Mr. Sikes clarified for C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney that the contract on closing the old landfill is designed to solve the methane gas problem.


There being no other business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.
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