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February 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney.


The meeting was opened with prayer by  Chairman Fowler and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler called for any additional items to the agenda.  There were no additional items at that time.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the January 16, 1996 meeting, subject to one change: on page 202 of the minutes, in the last paragraph.  The date for the next regular meeting should be February 6, 1996 rather than February 5, 1996.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services director presented an award for employee of the month to Stacy L. Futch of the Public Works Department, who was described as being trustworthy, and having a good attitude toward his job and his fellow employees.   Mr. Futch expressed his appreciation for the county and his co-workers.


W. W. Jernigan and Betsy Burch, Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Suwannee County Sesquicentennial Coordinating committee presented a financial report to the Board.  The remaining bank balance of $1,167 will be transferred to the Suwannee Museum to enable the Museum to continue it’s efforts to preserve the legacy of Suwannee County.  Dean Pappapetrou presented to the Chairman a banner and a notebook summarizing the work of the committee over the past year.  The notebook will be placed in the Suwannee Museum and the banner will be placed in the time capsule.


Next on the agenda was Robert Leonard, Suwannee County Sheriff to discuss the construction of new libraries in Suwannee County.  He offered to make available to the county drug funds from the law enforcement trust for the construction of the new libraries in the amount of $200,000 to the Live Oak Library and $275,000 to the Branford Library.


Commissioner Hillhouse referenced the county’s application for a State grant for the Branford library.  John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries explained that the county will not be receiving funds from that grant this year, and in fact, it may be several years before we receive those funds.  In addition, if the county does receive the grant, we will still have to match it by 50%.  He encouraged the Board to consider taking advantage of the Sheriff’s offer.  Commissioner Hillhouse felt that the county should consider other priorities first and reminded the Board that they have already decided to put aside $25,000 per year toward that match.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney explained that money in the law enforcement trust fund does have some limitations.  The expenditure must fall into the category of a school resource officer, crime prevention, a safe neighborhood program, a drug abuse education and prevention program, or for other law enforcement purposes.  It can be requisitioned by the Sheriff or by an agency applying to the Sheriff.  (The Executive Summary of John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries recommending application for such funding as offered by the Sheriff is attached hereto and made a part hereof.)  He stressed that it is up to the Board and the Sheriff to determine whether the libraries fall into one of these categories.  In addition, both the Sheriff and the Board must concur on how the funds are to be used.


Mr. Lewis stated that he felt the libraries did fall into the categories set forth in Florida Statutes because a library can be used for crime prevention, promoting safe neighborhoods, and drug abuse education and prevention programs.


Chairman Roberson moved that the Board accept the Sheriff’s offer to donate out of the law enforcement trust fund $275,000 for the Branford library and $200,000 for the Live Oak library.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell.


Before the vote was taken, Commissioner Hillhouse reminded the Board that a finance committee has been appointed, and the Board should at least allow the finance committee the opportunity to consider the Sheriff’s offer.  He asserted that there is no need for a finance committee if the Board is not going to heed their advice.


Motion carried in a three to two vote with Chairman Fowler and Commissioner Hillhouse opposed.

Ed Woodberry of Barnett Bank of North Central Florida and Richard Powell, County Auditor presented a proposal for refinancing of the county’s current debt service and an additional financing of $1.2 million.


Mr. Powell began with a recap of the county’s financial situation and reviewed a spreadsheet prepared at the request of the finance committee.  He reviewed three options available to the county.


If the county leaves the both the jail and road loans as they are, uses the hospital money for the library and the old State Attorney’s building, the total debt would be $8,127,350.  In option two, which is being offered by Barnett Bank, the jail and road reconstruction loans would be refinanced at 4.9%, which would amount to a debt service of $7,934,478, which would save the county approximately $195,000.


With option two, however, the county would refinance the current loans and borrow an additional $1,200,000 at 4.9% over ten years.  While the overall cost is approximately $400,000 more, for the next five to seven years the annual debt service is approximately $187,000 less per year which would help equalize the budget.  There is a prepayment penalty if the loan is partially paid off, but not if it is paid in full.  


Option three is basically the same as option two, except it involves two separate loans.  The two existing loans would be refinanced under one loan, and the additional $1,200,000 would be financed under a separate loan for a period of ten years.  The county would still write one check to pay the two loans, however, one of the loans could be paid off if the county chooses.  The overall cost of option three is the same as option two.  Mr. Powell felt that option three more nearly meets the county’s needs in trying to balance recurring revenue with recurring expenses.  


Mr. Woodberry stressed the flexibility of financing two separate loans.  Like option two, there is no prepayment penalty if either of the loans is paid in full.


Chairman Fowler relayed a message from the county’s financial advisor, Bill Fray, who could not make it to the meeting today and in fact, was not even invited.  He wanted it on the record that although he is not in the bond or bank business, he did not feel that 4.9% is the best interest rate for the county and is in fact approximately 35 points high.  Mr. Fray was curious as to why the county did not secure the loan to refinance the jail and road debt at the interest rate of 4.63% when they had the opportunity.  Mr. Fray felt that a better rate could be achieved with a bond.


Mr. Woodberry pointed out that the bond issue has already been thoroughly discussed by the finance committee.


A lengthy discussion ensued regarding county’s current financial situation, including the several projects being financed by the county and how they fall on the county’s list of priorities.


Commissioner Udell suggested asking the constitutional officers to cut their overall budget by approximately 5% to 7%.


It was suggested by Chairman Fowler that $50,000 of the $200,000 being donated by the Sheriff for library construction be applied directly to the construction, and the remaining $150,000 be used to reduce the county’s $800,000 obligation.


Commissioner Roberson motioned to accept option three being offered by Barnett Bank.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell motioned that all constitutional officers and department heads be contacted to reduce their upcoming budgets by 7%.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously. 


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

February 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

10:35 A.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.


Mortlake Nembhard of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council was next on the agenda to discuss changes in the Job Training Partnership Act Program.  He described the “redesignation effort” currently underway in the program.  The Job Training Districts, at the request of the Governor of the State of Florida, will be segregated into three regions.  The Board needs to respond by February 15, 1996 indicating their willingness to join with the five other counties in their region in the newly designated system, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Taylor, and Jefferson.  Then a new interlocal agreement reflecting the changes and a resolution for acceptance of said agreement would be in order.


Some of the members of the Board were hesitant to support the changes without knowing the specific nature of the changes.  Mr. Nembhard stressed that at this point, the Governor is only requesting that the Board express the county’s willingness to join their designated region.


In response to a question by Commissioner Roberson, Mr. Nembhard explained that he is not aware of any funding requirements on the part of the county, and to date, the program has been fully funded by the Federal Government.


It was the general consensus of the Board to stay with the six county region to which they are assigned.


David Grotefend, Programs Director of the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. approached the podium to discuss several matters.  He began by requesting that the Board consider adopting a resolution authorizing the submission of the Fiscal Year 1996 Community Services Block Grant Act application to the Florida Department of Community Affairs and authorizing the expenditure of funds for the Fiscal Year 1996 Community Services Block Grant Act Project.


Mr. Grotefend read the proposed resolution aloud.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted the resolution as read.  (See Resolution No. 96-05)


Mr. Grotefend also requested the Board’s support of a letter for the Suwannee River Economic Council’s efforts to attain additional funding from the Farmers Home Administration for the Housing Preservation Program.  It was the general consensus of the Board to write a letter in support of same.


Finally, Mr. Grotefend requested that the Board execute a quitclaim deed to the Florida Department of Transportation for expansion of County Road 136 in relation to a S.H.I.P. lien involving Kelly and Marla Padgett.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to execute a quitclaim deed to the Florida Department of Transportation for expansion of County Road 136.


The following bids for one matrix line printer were opened and read aloud by W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts:


1)  $10,671.66, Huston Communications Group, 11737 96th Place North, Seminole, Florida  34642;


2)  $9,433, Data Resource Group; Corporate Headquarters, 1051 South Rogers Circle, Boca Raton, Florida  33487;


3)  $7,649, Southern Office Equipment, 4424 North Lois Avenue, Tampa, Florida  33614; and


4)  $12,825, Continental Pacific Corporation, 5246 Clayton Court, Fort Myers, Florida  33907-2116.


Chairman Fowler announced the apparent low bid as Southern Office Equipment at $7,649.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested approval of a revised contract with Educated Designs for architectural services for the construction of a new library facility.  He explained that the changes include a $1,000 penalty clause for non-performance, a modification of money paid to the architect to a total lump sum of $96,000 rather than 8% of the total contract, and a modification of site visits to one visit per week.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of the revised contract with Educated Designs for architectural services for the construction of a new library facility.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Hales then requested approval of financial assistance from NEFLIN, or Northeast Florida Library Network for OCLC charges of retrospective conversion.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of financial assistance from NEFLIN for OCLC charges of retrospective conversion.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously granted John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries’ request for approval of the Fiscal Year 1996 Grant Agreement for State Aid to Libraries.


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested the Board’s permission to advertise for bids for a new type I ambulance.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board authorize Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director to advertise for bids for a new type I ambulance.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts was next on the agenda to discuss the possibility of unanticipated funding in budget 0104.  He stressed that there is no room in this budget to cut back as motioned by the Board earlier in the meeting.  He cited additional expenses being incurred for part-time employees that were hired to correct over 3,000 errors in the Official Records Department.  Clerk Henderson anticipated the total cost for correcting these areas at $9,600.  He did point out that the cost of correcting the errors pales in comparison to the cost of litigation as a result of those errors.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to discuss the of adoption of a resolution endorsing the enactment of a state law creating a $5.00 surcharge on moving violations to provide funding for trauma agencies.  He recommended that the Board refrain from supporting the resolution at this time, because the money generated from this surcharge would be extensive and there is no indication as to how the money will be used.  He did not feel that this action would benefit the trauma being experienced by Suwannee County.  The Board decided to take no action at this time.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously authorized T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director to advertise for bids for two ten-wheel dump trucks and one knuckleboom loader truck.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator was next at the podium to request the Board’s consideration of final plat approval of Terryville Subdivision.  He referenced the rock mine located at the back of the property that concerned the Board in their initial review of the plat and informed the Board that it has been fenced.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously gave final plat approval of Terryville Subdivision.


Mr. Lewis reviewed a Sublease Agreement between the State Department of Environmental Protection and Suwannee County to sublease a railroad right-of-way in the Branford area for use as a Greenway/Trail.  He did not have any problem with the draft of the sublease, however, he pointed out several items in the lease that the Board may want to further consider.  He also mentioned that this lease would be inferior to a prior lease, which he has not seen.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously agreed to table this matter for referral to a committee (to be appointed) to further discuss the Sublease Agreement between the State Department of Environmental Protection and Suwannee County to sublease a railroad right-of-way in the Branford area for use as a Greenway/Trail.


The following members were appointed to the Branford library construction committee:  Ernest Kelly, Joe Pete Cannon, J. D. Grinstead, John D. Hales, Jr., Cliff Bradley and Sandra Haas.  One of the objectives of the committee will be negotiate an option agreement for a site for the Branford library.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a lunch break.

1:30 P.M.


Chairman Fowler brought the meeting back to order and announced that a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to rezone certain lands within the unincorporated area of Suwannee County from A-1(Agriculture-1) to CN (Commercial Neighborhood).


Mr. Lewis reviewed for those present the procedure for a quasi-judicial proceeding and then turned the podium over to Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator.  Mr. Allen proceeded to give his  staff report.  He briefly covered Policy I.3.2 of the Comprehensive Plan, which addresses Neighborhood Commercial activities. Mr. Allen stated that proper notice of this hearing has been published in the Suwannee Democrat and that proof of publication is part of the record.  He informed those present that this proposed amendment came before the Zoning Board on January 25, 1996 and the vote at that time was 2-2 with four Board members being present.  He also reported that he has completed a concurrency review and has determined that this project would be in compliance with the levels of service standards established by the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  A Certificate of Concurrency Compliance is part of the record.


Mr. Lewis advised the Board that pursuant to Suwannee County Ordinance No. 95-10, the Board members deciding on this issue must disclose and make part of the record any communication they have had with any person regarding the subject matter of this petition.  In addition, if they have visited the site and reviewed same after the filing of this petition, they should also note the date and time for the record.


Commissioner Roberson, as representative of District 1, reported that he has not had any communication with anyone regarding this issue and has not viewed the site.


Commissioner Udell has reviewed the site but did not have any conversation with anyone concerning this petition.


Chairman Fowler has not had any communications in District 3 or with anyone, and although he knows where the site it located, he has not been to the site.


Commissioner Grinstead received a phone call from a woman but he does not recall her name.  He did not discuss the issue with her; he instead referred her to Mr. Allen.  He is familiar with this site.


Commissioner Hillhouse discussed this matter with Anne Swing, who expressed opposition to the change because there is already a convenience store within 1.8 miles of the site.  She also did not want alcoholic beverages being sold that close to her home.  He also communicated with Donald Monroe, who expressed opposition to the change in zoning from Agricultural-1 to Commercial Neighborhood.  In addition, he wanted to know when the hearing was scheduled.  In response to a question by Mr. Lewis, Commissioner Hillhouse responded that he did not feel that his conversation with these individuals would effect his decision in this matter.


Andrew W. McWilliams, Route. 2, Box 854, Branford, Florida approached the podium to be sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  Mr. McWilliams stated that he is present on behalf of William and Lucille Griffith.  He stated that he adopts the report made by the staff as his testimony in this case.  He clarified that although he is requesting a zoning change on the entire ten acre parcel, the structure will be located on the front 3.98 acres, lying between County Road 252 and Highway 129.


The floor was then opened for cross-examination.


Mr. Allen covered the permitted uses under a Commercial Neighborhood zoning at Commissioner Udell’s request.


Commissioner Roberson wondered if the zoning change would be effected by the private property act.  Mr. Lewis responded that he did not believe so in this case.


Margorie Goff, a property owner directly across 252 from the proposed location, asked Mr. McWilliams what type of items would be sold at the facility that are not currently available in the area.  He responded that the preliminary plans are to provide prepared food.


Thomas Clay wondered if automobile service facilities would be included at the location.  Mr. McWilliams responded that they do plan to provide fuel.


Aubrey Goff, Route 1, Box 1168, McAlpin, Florida, asked Mr. McWilliams if he was planning to provide diesel fuel along with gasoline.  Mr. McWilliams responded that, at this time, they do not have plans for diesel.  Mr. Goff further asked Mr. McWilliams if he has investigated the accident rate at the intersection of 252 and 129.  Mr. McWilliams responded that he has not.


Commissioner Roberson asked Mr. McWilliams about access.  Mr. McWilliams responded that the conceptual plan provides access from both 252 and 129 although a specific plan is not engineered at this time. He was not sure whether or not there would be a turn lane involved.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McWilliams to clarify whether or not the facility would be a restaurant.  Mr. McWilliams responded that it would, among other things, and it would be designed to service the “inter-transient” population migrating through the rural part of the county.


Mr. Allen asked Mr. McWilliams if he has conducted any marketing research in the McAlpin area and if he was planning to continue to operate the store that is currently located in McAlpin.  Mr. McWilliams responded that they would leave the option open to continue to operate the existing store if they could, however, if legislation does not permit them to operate, then they would have to follow those guidelines.  Their intention is to rezone the property, build a new, larger facility.  They do not have the data to support that the new facility would make the existing facility nonfeasible.


Margorie Goff pointed out that Mr. McWilliams’ answer to Mr. Allen’s question was different at this meeting than at the zoning board meeting.  Mr. McWilliams clarified that if the volume of the new facility takes enough volume away from of the existing facility, then it will be closed.


Mr. McWilliams stated that the name of the company he is representing is S & S Food Stores out of Lake City.


Bob Brown asked Mr. McWilliams if he has asked any of the residents their opinion on the operational hours of the facility, the lighting, noise, and the safety factor involved with the handling of volatile material.  Mr. McWilliams responded that in terms of gasoline and traffic safety, there is an engineering process outlined by legislation provided by the county and state officials.  He has not polled any of the residents regarding the lighting situation.  He is not sure at this time if the facility will operate twenty-four hours a day, and if so, only on occasion.  Usually, in a rural setting they do not operate twenty-four hours a day.  Mr. Brown asked Mr. McWilliams if his bottom line is money.  Mr. McWilliams responded that it is.


Commissioner Roberson asked Mr. McWilliams how many employees they plan to maintain.  Mr. McWilliams responded approximately six employees, depending on the volume.


Mr. McWilliams clarified for Commissioner Grinstead that he plans to close down the current S & S and relocate to the new location, which will improve his business because of the “arterial” location.


In response to Commissioner Udell’s inquiry, Anne Swing identified herself as being the closest neighbor to the proposed location.


Lee Peters, Route 3, Box 329, McAlpin, Florida asked Mr. McWilliams what he was planning to do to control the consumption of alcohol on the location.  In addition, he had a serious concern for the potential for patrons drinking alcohol and then driving.  Mr. McWilliams responded that he does not have a license for the consumption of alcohol on the property, only to sell it.  In addition, the engineers working on the project will provide safety measures for traffic entering onto the site and exiting from the site in accordance with the county regulations and the Department of Transportation regulations.  He further stated in response to Mr. Peters’ question that he is not going to control consumption.


Mr. Lewis asked Mr. McWilliams if his license permitted consumption on premises, to which Mr. McWilliams responded that it does not.  When asked what he would do if a consumer purchased alcohol and started drinking it on the premises, Mr. McWilliams responded that he would call the proper authorities because it is not permitted on his property.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. McWilliams to explain why he needs the entire ten acres rezoned.  He responded that the 3.98 acres may not provide enough space for the structure.


Commissioner Roberson mentioned that it appears the building will be in the easement right of way.  Mr. McWilliams explained that there are plans to move the power line right of way to 252.  A letter from Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. dated November 16, 1995 to Randy Roper strongly suggests they needed to move the right of way because they do not have access to the power lines.


Aubrey Goff pointed out that the power line right of way comes across his property if it is moved.


Anne Swing Route 1, Box 1171, McAlpin, Florida asked if the property can be rezoned commercial once the property is zoned commercial neighborhood.


Mr. Lewis responded that any piece of land can come up for rezoning at any given date.  He felt the question called for too much speculation.


James Daniel, Route 1, Box 1133, McAlpin, Florida asked Mr. McWilliams if he intends to sell alcohol at the restaurant.  Mr. McMilliams responded that he does not and explained that the restaurant would be along the lines of Hardee’s or Taco Bell.


Margorie Goff mentioned that at other similar sites, there are numerous empty beer cans and other numerous debris, and people can be seen consuming alcohol on those sites.  She asked him how a few employees can prevent the same thing from happening at his facility.  Mr. McWilliams explained that he will utilize the people employed at the store and the police provided by the county.


There being no further cross-examination, Chairman Fowler closed the floor for cross-examination.


Chairman Fowler asked for the testimony of anyone in support of the application for rezoning.  There was no one present wishing to offer such testimony.


Chairman Fowler asked for the testimony of anyone in opposition of the application.


Thomas Clay commented on the impact the facility would have on the environment and the enjoyment and use of the surrounding property.  The convenience store may increase the market value of the surrounding property but not the intrinsic value of the property.  It would degrade the quality of their property and increase their taxes.


There was no one wishing to cross-examine Mr. Clay at that time.


James Daniels, Route 1, Box 1173, McAlpin, Florida voiced his opposition to the zoning change.  He pointed out that there are currently two convenience stores located in the area.  He also pointed out to the Board that they previously denied Commercial Neighborhood rezoning to a business less than one mile away from this location.


There was no one wishing to cross-examine Mr. Daniels at that time.


Bob Brown, Route 1, Box 164, Little River Airport, McAlpin, Florida commented that it is quite often that those people present are in opposition to the zoning change.  He stated that it is plain and simple that Mr. McWilliams’ bottom line is money.  


Mr. Lewis took the opportunity to administer an oath to Thomas Clay, James Daniels, and Bob Brown.


Mr. McWilliams asked Bob Brown to define “bottom line”.  Mr. Brown responded that the bottom line is the goal or the reason something is being done.


Aubrey Goff approached the podium to be sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He voiced for the record his that he is vigorously opposed to the rezoning and location of a convenience store at the site.  He feared the potential traffic hazard and the possibility of the nearby wells being contaminated by a fuel leak.


Mr. McWilliams asked Mr. Goff his basis for fearing contamination from the site.  Mr. Goff responded that there is evidence every day that fuel leaks occur by the large number of cases.


Lee Peters, Route 3, Box 329, Live Oak, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He stated that he is the president of the McAlpin Community Club.  He stressed his opposition to this type of development within a rural setting.  He stressed that he wants his lifestyle to continue the way it has up until now.  He pointed out that the Sheriff’s Department is currently short handed, and will not be able to enforce the alcohol abuse problem.  He further predicted that the entire ten acre parcel would be developed, possibly even black topped.  He asserted that the lifestyle of the residents in the area would be ruined if this zoning change passes.


Anne Swing, Route 1, Box 1171, McAlpin, Florida was next to be sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She voiced her concern over having a business located directly across from her property.  While she has lived alone in peace in the past, with the construction of the facility she will be afraid.  She does not want to have to live with that fear.


Mr. Lewis swore in Margorie Goff.  She explained that the property across from the site has been in her family for over sixty years.  In the past it has always been a quiet area, and she asked that the Commissioners not allow this rezoning.


Mr. Lewis then administered the oath to Donald Monroe, Post Office Box 240, McAlpin, Florida.  Mr. Monroe was opposed to the rezoning.  He pointed out the numerous quick stops already located in Suwannee County and submitted a map into evidence indicating those locations.


Mable Peters was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She commented that it has been her observation that drinking does occur on the premises of the S & S in McAlpin currently owned by Mr. McWilliams and wondered how he would be able to control the same behavior at the new location.


Chuck Swan, Route 3, Box 339AB, McAlpin, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He expressed his opposition to the site, not only because of the people that will be drinking, but because of the people that will be pulling out of the store after stopping to buy another drink.


Thomas Clay again approached the podium.  He was reminded by Mr. Lewis that he was still under oath.  Mr. Clay stated that he is very much opposed to this type of organization being placed in a neighborhood because he has seen how it deteriorates the area.


Brett Goff, Macon, Georgia was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He did not see where the new facility would offer anything more than the current facility.  He voiced his strong opposition to the rezoning.


Douglas B. Monroe, P. O. Box 238, McAlpin, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis and expressed his firm opposition to the location of the convenience store.


Donald Jansen, Route 1, Box 117, McAlpin, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis and went on record with his opposition to the location of this store.


Chairman Fowler closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


He addressed the Board and reminded them that they must make their decision based upon the County’s Comprehensive Plan and not their “wants” and “likes”.  He commented that he did not find that the new store would provide a service that is not currently available in the area.  In addition, Commercial Neighborhood zoning is based on serving the residents in the neighborhood, not “inter-transients”, as indicated by Mr. McWilliams.


Commissioner Hillhouse agreed with Chairman Fowler’s observation that Commercial Neighborhood zoning is supposed to serve the residents in the neighborhood.


Commissioner Grinstead voiced concern over the additional traffic hazards created by the location of the convenience store, in addition to the traffic hazards already in existence on that stretch.


Commissioner Udell stated that there is no way he would vote yes to this application when there is a whole room of people who do not want this store in their neighborhood.  He also felt the idea of rezoning the entire ten acres for a 3,000 square foot building with the intention of only using approximately 3.9 acres for the facility was somewhat shady.


Commissioner Roberson understand why Mr. McWilliams would want to expose his business to more traffic, however, the change in the location of this facility will change the lifestyle of the people of the neighborhood.  He pointed out that Mr. McWilliams does not have any support, so consequently he will not have the business.  He did not think people of McAlpin would drive the 1.4 miles to the dangerous intersection to patron the store.  Accordingly, he moved that the Board deny the rezoning on the basis that of Policy I.3.2.:  “...these commercial activities should be accommodated throughout the county as market forces determine the need...”, and 1.4 miles does not “determine the need”.  Commissioner Udell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

February 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

3:15 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.


Mr. Allen approached the podium and described application CPA 96-01 by Leo L. Green, Pearl A. Green, Carl F. Martin, Sr. and Cathy L. Martin to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County’s Comprehensive Plan to change the future land use classification on a forty acre parcel of land lying within Section 4, Township 3 South, Range 11 East, Suwannee County, Florida from Residential-2 to Residential-4.


He informed the Board that this hearing has been published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  The application was recommended for approval by the Planning and Zoning Board in a three to one vote on January 25, 1996.  This recommendation, Mr. Allen continued, is now being forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners to consider whether to forward the application to the Department of Community Affairs for comments.  After those comments come back, the Board would then hold another hearing to consider any finalization of this request.  


He briefly explained Chapter I of the County’s Comprehensive Plan as being the Future Land Use Element which outlines the goals, objectives, and policies for future land uses.  Policy I.1.6 lists the land uses that are consistent within the urban development areas of the county, and the property in question is within the designated urban development area of the Dowling Park area.  Resident-4 is something that can be permitted within the urban area if the applicant can adequately justify the need for this increase in density (eight units per acre).


He reminded the Board that pursuant to Suwannee County Ordinance No. 95-10, they must disclose any communication they have received regarding this application outside of the public hearing.


Mr. Lowell Garrett, the Senior Planner of the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He then proceeded to present his report on the Concurrency Assessment.  Mr. Garrett pointed out that the assessment was based on eight dwelling units per acre and is a non-binding assessment.  All of the concurrency being looked at for this report is based on 320 units on a forty-acre site.


There were some questions regarding the impact of the land use change.  Mr. Allen clarified that what is being requested at this time is a change in land use density.  The applicants will have to come back later and ask for a zoning change.  Mr. Garrett added that this is just the first of two hearings concerning the land use change.


Pearl Green of 400 Diplomat Parkway, Hallandale, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  She explained that she would like to create a manufactured home community containing four units per acre, although the County's Comprehensive Plan will only allow for a change in density to eight units per acre.  Ms. Green stated that the land will be leased rather than sold so that the applicants can maintain control over how the park is run and the way it is kept.  She described the proposed development as gated and landscaped, with full service help at all times to take care of any problems with sewage treatment or water treatment, for instance.  Ms. Green pointed out the benefits the proposed park would bring into the community and the Advent Christian Village, including taxes.  She assured the Board that in no way are the applicants attempting to compete with the Advent Christian Village, which would be presumptuous in light of the beauty of the Village.  She stressed that the park can be a tremendous asset to the Village because of the business that would be brought to the grocery store, the hotel, etc.


Ms. Green responded to a question by Commissioner Hillhouse by explaining that the residents of the park would own the mobile home but lease the land.  In the event a resident is being destructive, abusive or obnoxious, the applicants will have the option to have them remove their home and leave.


Mr. Lewis informed Ms. Green that she was now available for cross examination.


Mr. Allen asked Ms. Green regarding the utility system:  Since the county's zoning does not allow individual septic tanks or wells with this density, is it the intention of the applicant to have a centralized sewer and water systems?  Ms. Green responded that it is their intention to have centralized sewer and water, and if fact they are working on that at this time.


Mr. Jim Humbles, a representative of the Advent Christian Village asked Ms. Green if she has performed a marketing study as to the need for this type of development in the area.  Ms. Green responded that she has not performed a study, however, she does have plans to conduct a marketing study pending the results of the hearing.  He further asked Ms. Green if she has considered two mobile homes per acre rather than four.  Ms. Green responded that it was considered, however, they would still need a sewage treatment plant and water purifier plant.  This would not be feasible for neither the owners nor the applicants.  Mr. Humbles referenced one of the applications and pointed out that their potential market was going to be Advent Christian Village employees, ministers and seasonal people.  Ms. Green clarified that her potential market does not include seasonal people, but rather relatives of the residents of the Village who would like to live in this area or just visit.


Mr. Humbles asked Ms. Green if she has taken into consideration the fact that the proposed location, which would be a high density area, is eighteen miles from the nearest center of services.  In addition, has she considered how fire protection would be provided to the development.  Ms. Green responded that she has observed that other similar communities have not had a problem getting those type services.  In addition, the development will have fire hydrants, streets, and lights.  There are local hospitals that the residents are free to use.


Ms. Green clarified for Mr. Humbles that the development will probably attract a mixed population, both younger and older residents.  Mr. Humbles asked Ms. Green if she has considered how she can provide services needed for the older population.  Ms. Green responded that the community will have rules and regulations as to what the residents can expect from the development and what will be expected of the residents.  She was hopeful that the development may even be able to lure a doctor or a clinic in the future.  The development will also have a recreation area, a community building and, playgrounds.


Jim Skank, a representative of the Advent Christian Village asked Ms. Green if she has any other developments like the one being proposed today.  Ms. Green responded that this is her first one.  Mr. Skank asked Ms. Green to describe the proposed tax base.  Ms. Green explained that the individual home owners would have to pay their taxes on their homes directly to the county.  The land would be taxed on the basis of all the improvements.  She estimated that the taxes would bring a minimum of $10,000 per year or more to the county.  Ms. Green responded that homestead exemption would apply to the mobile homeowners.


Robert Swanson, a homeowner near the proposed site, asked Ms. Green if she has given any consideration to the effect a municipal well would have on his private well or how the increased traffic will effect the area.  Ms. Green reminded Mr. Swanson that the traffic impact on the concurrency report was figured on the basis of eight units per acre rather than four, and most units will be family units and will not make that many trips.  She continued that her engineer is currently working on the water system to see what must be done to make the water drinkable and to conserve the water.  The development will contain lakes for the runoff.


Mr. Swanson asked Ms. Green what will happen to the land if the project does not develop.  Ms. Green responded that the only way the project will not develop is if she does not get a zoning change or land use change.  Ms. Green was optimistic that the development would succeed and she felt confident that all one hundred sixty units would be sold, although it may take up to five years.


Commissioner Roberson needed clarification as to how there would be enough land for four units per acre over forty acres for one hundred sixty units, and the sewage and water treatment plants and retention ponds.


Milton Rosen of 5187 Nicholas Drive, West Palm Beach, Florida was sworn in by Mr. Lewis and proceeded to explain that each unit will be placed on a lot with a square footage of 5,500, with in excess of six acres of the land being used for recreation such as a baseball diamond and a shuffleboard.  He distributed a preliminary layout of the park but stressed that the layout does not follow their plan.  Also distributed were photographs of a similar park.  The layout reflects 179 units and their plan only calls for 160.  Waste and water will require approximately three-quarters of an acre.  The four units on the acre is on the gross acre, not the net.


Russ Davis asked what the estimated price would be per unit and the minimum square footage per unit.  Mr. Rosen explained that the units, approximately 1,200 square feet, would start at $35,000 and go up from there.  Mr. Davis felt that with homestead exemption, there would be a net loss to the county.


Mary Erb asked Ms. Green if she has considered the effect the children moving into the development would have on the school system.  Ms. Green did not expect too many children in the development, at least not to the extent that the school system would be effected.


Francis Townsend was concerned about the noise and other nuisances, such as pets, that would be created by the proposed development.  Ms. Green again explained that there will be rules and regulations that the residents of the development would have to follow.  The facility will be gated in with an on-staff caretaker and manager.  Pets would probably be limited to cats, and if they do allow dogs, they will be strictly regulated.


Mr. Garrett clarified for Commissioner Udell that the issue at the hearing today is to consider whether or not to transmit the proposal to the Department of Community Affairs.


Mr. Allen explained for Commissioner Hillhouse that the eight unit per acre density change would remain on the property in the event the property is sold.  


Ms. Green explained for Ken Erb that the project would be too expensive if they attempted to develop it at two units per acre.


Commissioner Roberson voiced the opinion that the density change would appear to create a loophole in the one to five acre rule.  


Ms.. Green pointed out that with the paved streets and driveways and other improvement that would be placed on the premises, it would be difficult to split the property up.  Mr. Allen added that any future owner would still be required to have centralized water and sewer.  In addition, if the property is zoned for a mobile home park, only a mobile home park could be placed on the property unless they have it rezoned.


George Brown asked Ms. Green if she would be required to present a more detailed plans if the change is transmitted to the Department of Community Affairs.  Ms. Green explained that in that event she would have to present a more detailed plan.  Mr. Allen clarified that the Department of Community Affairs would be looking for justification for increasing the density.  If the justification is not there, they may not approve the increase in the density.


Mr. Lewis pointed out at this time that Ms. Green has not conducted a marketing study.  He had reservations about the Board transmitting the request to Department of Community Affairs without further proof of need for this project.  He suggested that the Board could consider continuing this hearing until such time as Ms. Green has had the opportunity to conduct a marketing study.


Commissioner Fowler informed Ms. Green that there was previously an unsuccessful mobile home park directly across from the proposed site for employees of the Advent Christian Village.  He stressed to Ms. Green that she already has the advantage of two units per acre on the property, which is more than most of the residents of the county.  He further informed Ms. Green that there is no other property in the county with a one to eight density.


Ms. Green estimated for Commissioner Hillhouse that the project will cost roughly $2,500,000.


The Commissioners expressed their concern that a density change of eight units per acre could be abused once it was approved.


Commissioner Roberson recommended tabling this matter until there can be a determination as to whether or not there is a need for such a development in the area.


Ms. Green asserted that even if there is not a 100% "need" for the development, there would certainly be an advantage to one.


Commissioner Hillhouse moved to reject the application for failure to show a need for such a project.


Commissioner Udell stressed that sending the application to Tallahassee does not mean that the Board gives final approval.


Mr. Garrett clarified that transmitting the application to Tallahassee indicates that the Board feels the application has merit.


Mr. Lewis pointed out that there is further testimony to be heard in this case.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse withdrew his motion.


Chairman Fowler called for further testimony in favor of the application.  There was none at that time.


Chairman Fowler called for testimony against the application.


Jim Humble was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He did not feel that the change in land use was in the best interest of the county.  Further, he was not sure there was a need for such a development.  Mr. Humble pointed out that regardless of the report, the county cannot predict the full impact of such a development in our community.  He pointed out that a need analysis should most certainly be done before committing $2.5 million to a project.  As for the impact of the development on our community, specifically the school system, recreation, transportation of the elderly, evacuation, the roads.  He referenced F.S. 163 that states that the local government must prevent overcrowding of land and avoid the undue concentration of population on the land.  He stated for the record that Dowling Park likes to see development and it is not the intent of the park to prevent another development into the community.  He went on record on behalf of the park in opposition of the development.


Ken Swarsburg, 10443 C.R. 136, Live Oak, Florida was sworn in and spoke in opposition to the density change.  He pointed out that an ample supply of lots are available for sale in the area and have been for many years.  The fact that they have not been purchased indicates that there is not a need for a development.  As for the possible positive tax impact, he believes it would be minimal.  A sixty foot mobile home on leased or rented land would generate approximately $98 per year.  At 160 units, $16,000 per year.  As for the demand on county services, the change in classification could mean over one hundred children could be living in this development that would need to be bussed into Live Oak.  The traffic impact on C.R. 136 is within the level by only 1.2%, which could possibly force more traffic onto C.R. 250, which is already showing signs of deterioration.  He requested that the Commissioners deny the application.


Responding to Mr. Swarsburg's statement, Ms. Green pointed out that the development will have it's own security, fire hydrants, which is fire protection, and their own bus.  The development will not impact the county's services.  As for the taxes, while $18,000 to $19,000 may not seem like a lot to Mr. Swarsburg, it is a lot to her.


Mr. Humble answered Ms. Green's question as to the density of the people in the Village at this time:  Approximately seven hundred residents living on one thousand acres.


Jim Skank of the Advent Christian Village was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  He addressed some technical issues regarding transportation.  He referenced a number of intersection improvements the Village has committed to in and around the Village due to the traffic impact caused by the Village.  Specifically, the 250 and 136 bypass, 250 and 136, 136 and the 136 bypass.  He pointed out that if you take the gross development area and gross development potential under the development order the Advent Christian Village has with the county, the maximum density would be the 2.5 units per acre, factoring out community development and the nursing home population.


Mr. Lewis administered an oath to Ken Erb.  He stated that he is a resident of the Village and is opposed to the density change of eight units per acre.  


Ms. Green again clarified that the density would only be four units per acre, not eight.


Mr. Humble again approached the podium.  He stressed that he and the residents at the Village have concerns regarding even four units per acre.


Ms. Green asked Mr. Humble if he is a qualified engineer to determine the water and sewer requirements.  He stated that he is not an expert.


Chairman Fowler closed the public portion of the hearing.


Mr. Lewis counseled that the Board must make their decision based on the facts and figures rather than public opinion.  He also stressed that it is the burden of the petitioner to show that there is a need for such a density change.


Chairman Fowler reminded those present that the County Comprehensive Plan was designed to preserve the quality lifestyle in Suwannee County.  He urged the Board to consider whether there is a need shown for a change in density, in addition to the impact such a change would have on an already stressful road situation.


Commissioner Hillhouse agreed with Chairman Fowler’s comments.


Commissioner Roberson remarked that he felt the Advent Christian Village would support such a development if there was a need.


Commissioner Udell stated that his first impulse was to go along with the density change, however, he agrees that he has not been shown a need.  He pointed out that although only four units per acre is anticipated, if eight units per acre is granted, eight units per acre could be placed on the property.  He expressed his opposition to the density change.  He suggested Ms. Green wait until the next opportunity for a change in the Land Development Regulations, which is June 30, 1996.


Commissioner Grinstead was also in agreement with his fellow Commissioners.


Commissioner Udell motioned to deny the transmittal of this application to Tallahassee for a change in the Land Use Plan.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse, and carried unanimously.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

February 6, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

5:25 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order.


The next application, CPA 96-02 is by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County’s Comprehensive Plan to expand the Live Oak Designated Urban Development Area boundaries to include all of Section 29 and the East one-half of Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 13 East, Suwannee County; and


Application CPA 96-03 is by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County’s Comprehensive Plan to change the future land use classification on lands comprising of 960 acres lying within Sections 29 and 30, Township 2 South, Range 13 East, Suwannee County, Florida from Agriculture-1 to Agriculture-2.


Mr. Allen informed the Board that this hearing has been published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.


Mr. Garrett took the floor to present his report on his concurrency assessments of the sites, which, he explained, are non binding assessments.  He entered the concurrency assessments into the record.


Chairman Fowler opened the public portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, Chairman Fowler closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-04 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the County's Comprehensive Plan by amending Policies I.1.6, I.2.2 and S.3.2 to change the definition of Intensive Agriculture to mean any agricultural use requiring an industrial waste permit from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.


He informed the Board that notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved application CPA 96-04.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-05 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policies I.5.1 and I.5.2 dealing with the provisions of nonconforming lots, structure and uses of land or structures.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved application CPA 96-05.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-06 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan  by amending Policies I.1.6  and I.2.2. to amend the definition of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas land use classifications.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-06.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-07 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policies I.1.6 and I.2.2. to allow churches to be a permitted use within the Environmentally Sensitive Areas land use classification.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-07.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-08 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policies I.1.6 and I.2.2. to add private cemeteries as a permitted use under agricultural land use classifications.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-08.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-09 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policy I.3.2 to allow automotive self service stations as a permitted use in the Neighborhood Commercial district and to allow building supply retailers having less than 2,500 gross square footage of enclosed retail floor space as a special exception within the Neighborhood Commercial district.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-09.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-10 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policy I.1.6 to allow light manufacturing and fabricating in completely enclosed buildings, not to exceed 50,000 square feet, as a permitted use in the Commercial land use classification.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved of application CPA 96-10.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-11 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by amending Policies I.1.6 and I.2.2 to allow wholesale outlets as a permitted use and business and professional offices, printing plants, hospitals and medical clinics as special exceptions in the Highway Interchange land use classification.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-11.


Mr. Allen explained that application CPA 96-12 is an application by the Board to amend the text of the Comprehensive Plan by adding Policy I.3.10 to allow public land uses which do not exceed 5,000 square feet of gross floor area as a permitted use within the Environmentally Sensitive Areas, Agricultural, Residential, Commercial, Highway Interchange, Industrial and Recreation land use classifications subject to locational criteria.


Notice of this hearing was published in the Suwannee Democrat and proof of publication is part of the record.  Further, the Zoning Board has recommended that the Board approve this application.


Chairman Fowler opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman closed the floor to public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved transmittal of application CPA 96-12.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries approached the podium to present his staff report.  The Board took the opportunity to commend Mr. Hales for being named Suwannee County Citizen of the Year.  He updated the Board on the library construction project and reported that there are additional expenses being incurred, including $6,000 for clay removal and $1,000 for the purchase of a fire unit door.  He also reminded the Board that the 60 day option is running out for the halogen lights that were recommended by the architect.


Commissioner Roberson motioned that the Board adopt a resolution amending Suwannee County’s Purchasing Policies.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse.


Before the vote was taken Clerk Henderson suggested attaching a copy of the financial disclosure to the invoice.


Mr. Allen agreed with Clerk Henderson suggested waiving the financial disclosure in the event of an emergency situation.  He offered to get with Luanne Mixon in order to prepare a form to use under those circumstances.


It was the general consensus of the Board that Mr. Allen would send out a letter implementing the practice of attaching a copy of the financial disclosure to the invoice.


Motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 96-06)


Commissioner Roberson motioned for the reappointment of B. Ralph Bell to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, with Matt Marable as an alternate.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hillhouse motioned for the appointment of Ron Baldwin to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals to replace Dewey Pournelle, who declined reappointment.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium to give his staff report.  He updated the Board on the grant application for A.D.A. improvements and reported that some construction work is currently being performed on the Coliseum.  In addition, the roofing project is underway on the old State Attorney’s building. 


The Commissioners commended Mr. Allen on the work being done at the Coliseum.


Commissioner Roberson motioned for approval of payment of invoice batch number 120 through 145 totaling $2,116,841.31.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Commissioner Grinstead moved that the Suwannee County Agricultural Center be changed to Suwannee County Extension Service.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.


Clerk Henderson recommended that the Board accept the low bid submitted by Southern Maintenance Equipment for the purchase of one matrix dot printer.  Accordingly, Commissioner Hillhouse motioned that the Board accept the Clerk’s recommendation to go with the lowest bid for the purchase of one matrix dot printer.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

FEBRUARY 6, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







$  527,373.58

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





 1,219,113.17

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        5,704.96

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





      23,012.89

EMS GRANT FUND







        6,782.00

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        4,184.04

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT






        2,194.00

ROAD AND BRIDGE






    143,536.66

LIBRARY FUND







      43,500.53

RECREATION FUND






      12,498.96

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



      58,701.52

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        5,965.64

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        7,661.55

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      32,850.71

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      23,761.10





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                        $2,116,841.31


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Udell motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.
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