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January 16, 1996

Live Oak, Florida


6:05 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at a regular meeting on the above date and time and the following were present:  Chairman Ivie Fowler, Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner Laure B. Roberson, Jr., and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was James W. Prevatt, Jr., Acting County Attorney.  


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Udell and pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


Chairman Fowler called for any additional items to the agenda.  


Commissioner Roberson requested that a discussion to consider including an additional $1.2 million to the refinancing of the county’s old debt be added to the agenda.


Next in consideration was approval of the minutes.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the January 2, 1996 regular meeting.


The next item on the agenda was a request from Abstract and Title Services, Inc. To consider approval of the Agreement with Prior Lienholder pertaining to the S.H.I.P. Program and involving Farmers Home Administration, James Kenneth Mills, Jr., and his wife, Lisa J. Mills.


Chairman Fowler explained that the loan in this matter was closed before obtaining the signature of the Board of County Commissioners on the Agreement; the Board being the mortgagee for the S.H.I.P. program.


Commissioner Roberson moved approval of the Agreement with Prior Lienholder pertaining to the S.H.I.P. Program and involving Farmers Home Administration, James Kenneth Mills, Jr. and his wife, Lisa J. Mills.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 96-02)


Chairman Fowler then recommended the appointment of Arnold Hunter to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Betty Lou Sullivan from the Code Enforcement Board.  Commissioner Udell accordingly motioned that Arnold Hunter be appointed to serve on the Code Enforcement Board.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries requested that approval of the revised contract with Educated Designs for architectural services for construction of the new library facility be tabled.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director was next at the podium to request consideration of approval of payment of Invoice No. 95-250-008-01 from Darabi and Associates, Inc. in the amount of $106,900 for the design and permitting of a gas collection system for the landfill closure.  Commissioner Roberson accordingly moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Sikes then requested that the Board consider approval of a lease agreement with the City of Live Oak for property for a solid waste collection center.  He explained that the Live Oak City Council has made some changes to the original lease agreement.  He turned the floor over to James W. Prevatt, Jr., Acting County Attorney.


Mr. Prevatt described the changes for the Board.  Under Section Nine, the City wants to take out the clause to warrant the title because there is currently a Federal lien on the property.  Under Section Eight, the indemnification provisions, the City asks that the County reimburse the City for any liability that may be created by the County’s “inconsistent” use of the property.  The City asks for reimbursement from the County for any damages caused to the surrounding property owners by someone making inconsistent use of the property.  Also, the City wants the County to indemnify them against any liability that might be caused at the collection center by the City’s spray field.  Another change involves limiting the term of the lease to the year 2015.  Finally, the City wants the County to agree to take anything and everything off the property within ninety days of the termination of the lease.


The Board discussed the proposed changes at length.  Commissioner Roberson moved for approval of the lease agreement with the City of Live Oak for property for a solid waste collection center, with the changes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.


Mr. Sikes requested the Board’s approval for the purchase of three used pickup trucks from the State of Florida surplus property sale.  He reported that he has issued a purchase order for the trucks, however, reminded the Board that he will need final Board approval before making the purchase.  


Commissioner Roberson moved for approval of the purchase of three used pickup trucks from the State of Florida surplus property sale.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.


Clerk Henderson then requested that the Board adopt a resolution amending the Criminal Justice Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 1994-95 by $8,375.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Hillhouse and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to adopt a resolution amending the Criminal Justice Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 1994-95.  (See Resolution No. 96-04)


Clerk Henderson also requested approval of the actual 1995 Revenue and Expenditure Reports.  Commissioner Hillhouse moved for approval.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson and carried unanimously.


Clerk Henderson then presented a report pertaining to the interest bearing accounts.  He read them aloud for the record:  


INTEREST EARNED REPORT.  Fund 140, Secondary Road Fund, interest earned, $3,811.11; Fund 306 Infrastructure Surtax, interest earned, $3,144.65; Fund 400, Fire Protection, interest earned, $226.24; Fund 402, Solid Waste Collection, interest earned, $306.76; Fund 403, Solid Waste Disposal, interest earned, $2,054.32; and Fund 120, Law Enforcement, First Federal, interest earned, $2,119.57.


HOSPITAL FUNDS ACCOUNT INFORMATION:  (Account Number 596000873-00), Balance as of 12/29/95 $4,290,852, Interest Earned for 12/1/95-12/31/95 $61,076.70, Yield 5.00%.


Chairman Fowler recessed for a break.

January 16, 1996

Live Oak, Florida

7:05 P.M.


Chairman Fowler called the meeting back to order and announced a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to the Private Property Rights Protection Act and Florida Land Use and Environmental Dispute Resolution Act.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator approached the podium and informed the Board that the hearing has been properly advertised and that he is in possession of the proof of publication.  He explained the Private Property Rights Protection Act and Florida Land Use and Environmental Dispute Resolution Act.  He then read aloud the ordinance heading.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman then closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously agreed to adopt the ordinance pertaining to the Private Property Rights Protection Act and Florida Land Use and Environmental Dispute Resolution Act.  (See Ordinance No. 96-01)


The Chairman then announced a public hearing to consider amending the Fine and Forfeiture Fund, General Revenue Fund, Landfill Debt Service Fund, and the Jail Project Debt Service Fund for Fiscal Year 1994-95.


Clerk Henderson requested that the Fine and Forfeiture Fund be amended to $4,708,728.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman then closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Roberson the Board unanimously approved Clerk Henderson’s request to amend the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.


Clerk Henderson requested that the General Revenue Fund be amended to $4,635,297.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman then closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead the Board unanimously approved Clerk Henderson’s request to amend the General Revenue Fund.


Clerk Henderson requested that the Landfill Debt Service Fund be amended to $411,415.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman then closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse the Board unanimously approved Clerk Henderson’s request to amend the Landfill Debt Service Fund by the amount of $4,114.


Finally, Clerk Henderson requested that the Jail Project Debt Service Fund be amended to $524,150.


Chairman Fowler opened the public comment portion of the hearing.  There being no public comment at that time, the Chairman then closed the public comment portion of the hearing.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Hillhouse the Board unanimously approved Clerk Henderson’s request to amend the Jail Project Debt Service Fund.


Chairman Fowler then opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  


James I. Sturdivant, a resident at Little River Airport, approached the podium and stated for the record that he is firmly in opposition of the vacation of 77th Place, formerly known as Tiedt Street, out at the Little River Airport area.


Bob Brown, also a resident of Little River Airport, then took the floor and reported that Mr. Sturdivant’s opposition to vacating 77th Place comes as a surprise since he is president of the homeowner’s association.


Mr. Sturdivant clarified that he objects to closing the road individually, not on behalf of the homeowners association.


Tim Alcorn commented that he would like to see the Board go back to two daytime meetings per month rather than one day meeting and one night meeting per month.


Herman Gunter approached the podium.  He referenced the additional item on the agenda, adding $1.2 million to the county’s financing package, and officially presented a Resolution on County Funding and Taxes to the Board and read same aloud.  He stated that the Resolution has been adopted by the Suwannee County Republican Executive Committee on January 15, 1996.


Louise Mitchell spoke to the Board regarding the incidents of improper disposal of garbage around the county.  She suggested that the residents of Suwannee County be made aware of the location of the collection sites.


Chairman Fowler then closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


The next item on the agenda were staff reports to be given by Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator; T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director; John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries; and James W. Prevatt, Jr., Acting County Attorney.


Mr. Allen had nothing to report to the Board at that time.


Mr. Sikes had nothing to report at that time, however, he responded to Ms. Mitchell’s inquiry as to the location of the collection centers.


John D. Hales, Jr. reported on the first meeting of the Regional Library Advisory Board.  He also updated the Board on the progress of the construction of the new library.


Mr. Prevatt had nothing to report.  He did remark, however, that it was a pleasure serving as Acting County Attorney.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and a second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch numbers 96-000104 through 96-000119 totaling $936,872.63.


Mr. Hales took the floor again to mention that the Secretary of State will be restoring $5,000,000 in State Aid for Libraries, so if the Legislature passes it, the county may not take a cut.


Chairman Roberson recapped the circumstances surrounding the Board’s decision to refinance the county’s old debt and incur an additional $2,000,000 more or less for capital projects.  He asked the Board to consider adding an extra $1,200,000 to the debt at the rate of 4.81%.  He reported that Mr. Woodberry from Barnett Bank has indicated that the loan could be extended from seven years to ten years with an annual payment of $828,000.  The $1,200,000 would cover the $800,000 library construction project and the renovation of the old State Attorney’s building.  He explained that if the county borrows the $800,000 from the hospital funds and does not pay it back, the EMS budget will lose approximately $50,000 per year.


A lengthy discussion ensued involving many of the members of the audience, including Tim Alcorn, Jack Berry, Charlie Whitworth, Harry Gray, and Bob Brown.  E. Dianne Herring, Director of Finance spoke to the Board as an individual.  She commended them on their hard work on the budget and counted Suwannee County as one of the many small counties in the State of Florida that are facing budget difficulties.  She felt that the county is fortunate to now have a Board that is willing to look at the county’s financial situation from every aspect.


Commissioner Hillhouse took a moment to commend Commissioner Roberson for appointing the finance committee.  Chairman Fowler suggested that Commissioner Roberson’s recommendation be brought first before the finance committee for their recommendation, and then the committee’s recommendation be brought to the next regular Board meeting.  It was decided that Mr. Woodberry from Barnett Bank would be contacted to appear at the finance committee meeting on January 25, 1996 and then at the regular Board meeting on February 6, 1996 with a proposal.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

JANUARY 16, 1996

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







  $184,271.57

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND





    354,684.70

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        3,717.97

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        6,801.85

NARCOTICS CONTROL






        7,143.75

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT




        2,286.87

LAW EDUCATION







           231.31

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      69,267.58

WASTE TIRES GRANT






                 .98

HAZARDOUS WASTE GRANT





               7.78

LIBRARY FUND







      36,404.13

RECREATION FUND






        7,169.24

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



      11,143.06

CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST





           128.55

LANDFILL CONSTRUCTION





    106,900.00

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




      65,557.45

STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION



        9,696.16

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        8,810.60

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      18,247.92

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      44,401.16





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                        $  936,872.63


There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Roberson motioned to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously.








___________________________________








IVIE FOWLER, CHAIRMAN
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__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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