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December 6, 1994

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A. M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met  in a regular meeting on the above date and the following commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. Roberson Jr., Ivie Fowler, Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead and Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, and Bennice C. Wolfe, Deputy Clerk.

 
The meeting opened with prayer by Commissioner Eddy Hillhouse, and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Chairman Roberson welcomed newly elected Commissioner Udell, District 2, and Commissioner Hillhouse, District 4.


The Board considered approval of the minutes of the November 9, 15 and 17, 1994  Board meetings.  Chairman Roberson stated that, for clarification, the “Mr. Scott,” referred to on Page 40 of Book 19, paragraph 5, of the minutes of the November 15, 1994 meeting, should read “Greg Scott,” in order to distinguish the Recreation Director from Commissioner Elliott Scott.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the November 9, 15 and 17, 1994 Board meetings, subject to the aforementioned revision.


Regarding a motion at the last regular meeting approving membership in the Sam’s Club Direct Purchasing Program, Chairman Roberson advised that, after research, he has concluded that, although Sam’s may offer lower prices on some items, the prices of local  merchants are comparable in many cases.  Chairman Roberson then recommended rescinding the motion approving membership in the Sam’s Club.


Commissioner Fowler made a motion to rescind the motion approving membership in the Sam’s Club, and remove it from the records.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead, and carried unanimously.


Chairman Roberson read a proposed resolution, regarding the purchasing policy of Suwannee County, directing all county departments to purchase materials and services from local businesses when they are competitive as to price and service, and submitted the resolution for the Board’s consideration.  Commissioner Fowler made a motion to adopt the resolution amending Suwannee County Resolution No. 93-29, which establishes the purchasing policy governing the purchase of goods and services for Suwannee County.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Udell and carried unanimously. ( See Resolution No. 94-52)

Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, presented the Employee of the Month Award for the month of November, 1994 to Helen Stoudemire.  Mrs. Mixon  stated that Mrs. Stoudemire has been employed by the Suwannee County Custodial Department for ten years, and fellow employees commented that she works hard, goes above and beyond her assigned duties, and is always pleasant.


Chairman Roberson thanked and commended Mrs. Stoudemire for doing a good job, and  Commissioner Grinstead remarked that she always has a smile.


Edgar Soules appeared before the Board to request that the county pave 950 feet of road at the corner of 137th Road and 92nd Terrace, commenting that his taxes on 600 feet of the road exceed $14,000 per year.  Mr. Soules stated that county equipment has to be pulled from another job each time there is a heavy rain, in order to work on this section of road, and advised that he has some forty names of people requesting its pavement. 


Mr. Soules said that it has been explained to him that property taxes are not used for roads, but asked the Board to consider the gas tax paid by the approximately sixty cars that travel this road daily.


Chairman Roberson said that everybody  pays taxes, but no new roads are being paved in the county, and the Board cannot show partiality.  Mr. Soules argued that people are tearing their cars up when the road washes out around this corner, and stated that he cannot keep his apartment complex rented because of the problem.


Commissioner Fowler stated that the county adopted a policy several years ago of paving no more roads in the county until it can maintain the roads that are already paved, but there have been cases in which the county has provided a limerock road base, and surveying and engineering for a road, if property owners paid for the asphalt.


Chairman Roberson stated that the Board would take the request under consideration and see what could be done.


Mr. Soules asked if the county would pave the road if he paid for it, and Chairman Roberson responded that the county would put down the limerock, as had been agreed in prior meetings with Mr. Soules on this subject.


Robert Tervola, Extension Agent, presented an annual report for Extension Services, advising that the county Extension Service is a cooperative effort between the University of Florida and Suwannee County.  Mr. Tervola stated that, as County Director, he works  with agricultural programs, and  for the last four years, primarily with animal waste programs involving dairies and poultry systems.  Mr. Tervola said that he has also worked with row crops, and alternatives, including aquaculture and vegetables.  Mr. Tervola then reviewed the staff of the Extension Service.


Merry Taylor, Home Economics  Program  Leader, gave a  brief overview  of  the 

Family Consumer Sciences program which is divided, Mrs. Taylor stated, into three broad 

areas, including:  





1.  Leadership Development



    
2.  Food, Nutrition and Health



    
3.  Building Family Strength and Economic Stability


Mrs. Taylor advised that the Extension Service is currently involved in the planning process for the next four years.


Chairman Roberson thanked Mr. Tervola and Mrs. Taylor for the job they are doing in Suwannee County, and for the annual report.


Mr. Tervola stated that Commissioner Grinstead is on the committee now involved in the planning process for the Extension Service, and invited the Board to advise him of  issues of concern to the people of Suwannee County.


For the benefit of the new members of the Board, Chairman Roberson  explained  that Deputy Jimmy Stansel owns a mobile home, located at the Suwannee County Airport, which he rents to a law enforcement officer in order to help with security at the airport.


Deputy Stansel stated that the mobile home needs some work, but before he begins, he would like to know if the Board will allow it to remain at that location.


Commissioner Fowler stated that the Board had indicated at the last meeting that it was in favor of allowing the mobile home to remain at the airport, as it seems to deter drag racing which had, at one time, been a problem.


Mr. Lewis stated that, since the mobile home is located on county property, there should be an agreement indemnifying the county for any damages caused by Mr. Stansel or his tenant on the premises, and limiting rental to a law enforcement officer.


Chairman Roberson asked Mr. Lewis to draft an agreement between Mr. Stansel and the county.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, recommended that the agreement contain a stipulation that the officer occupying the mobile home will perform security checks at the facility.


 Chairman Roberson stated that the matter will be taken up again at the next meeting.


  Murel McDonald, EMS Director, explained that because of changes in the Florida Administrative Code, and time commitments of the current Medical Director, the county must contract with a new provider.  Stating that he had contacted every provider in the area, Mr. McDonald said that Dr. Robert Spindell was the only one who expressed an interest, and only requested some flexibility regarding compensation for the services.   
Listing Dr. Spindell’s qualifications, and advising that he serves as Medical Director for three other counties, Mr. McDonald requested the Board’s approval of an agreement with Dr. Spindell for Medical Director services for Suwannee County EMS.   


Commissioner Fowler requested clarification of the flexibility regarding compensation requested by Dr. Spindell.  Dr. Spindell responded that the amount of compensation is agreeable to him, however, there are several variations that he has considered, including a vehicle as part of the compensation for services.


Mr. Lewis asked Dr. Spindell if he would agree to the terms of the contract, which provides compensation of  $1,000 per month, and spells out the duties of the Medical Director, provided that the details regarding compensation can be amended at a later date.  Dr. Spindell indicated that he would agree to the proposal stated by Mr. Lewis.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved an agreement with Dr. Robert L. Spindell, providing $1,000 per month for Medical Director services for Suwannee County EMS, subject to possible revision of details regarding compensation.  (See Agreement No. 94-59)

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, requested execution of the annual regional library contract with Gilchrist County.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved and authorized execution of the annual regional library contract with Gilchrist County for Fiscal Year 1995, providing $16,000 compensation to be paid to Suwannee County by Gilchrist County.  (See Agreement No. 94-60)

Sheriff  Robert Leonard advised the Board that he customarily draws one-twelfth of the money budgeted for his department at the first of each month, except in January when he draws two-twelfths.  Sheriff Leonard said that  in November he received no money, and was told by the Clerk that there was no money.  Sheriff  Leonard went on to remind the Board that he has funds carried over from the 1994 budget that is to be refunded to the county, but would cover his draws for the month of November and December if the Board directed him to retain it.


Chairman Roberson asked for an explanation, and W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Courts, stated that a tax drop was just posted the day before that would cover the sheriff’s draw, but disbursement would leave the Fine and Forfeiture Fund dangerously low.


Chairman Roberson suggested that the sheriff  receive his draws, then refund the money from the 1994 budget to the county.


Sheriff  Leonard stated that he was concerned that after he refunds the money to the county, he may not be able to receive his draw in January which is twice the usual monthly amount, and further stated that the Board of County Commissioners runs the county, and the Clerk cannot withhold his money.


Clerk Henderson responded that the Board cannot direct him to issue an illegal warrant, and stated that, if the money is not in the bank, he will not write the check, and the money was only deposited yesterday.


Chairman Roberson stated that the issue is, that the Board should have been advised that funds were low so that it could have directed the Tax Collector to deposit tax money into the appropriate fund for disbursement.  


Clerk Henderson responded that he had been before the Board on numerous occasions advising them that funds were low, and in fact, intended to seek the Board’s direction this morning on this matter.


Chairman Roberson stated that, as long as money is in the account, according to statute, he did not feel that the Clerk could withhold the sheriff’s scheduled draw.


In answer to Commissioner Fowler’s inquiry, Dianne Herring, Finance Director, confirmed that sufficient funds would be retained in the account whether the sheriff retains the money that is to be refunded to the county, or refunds it, and then receives a disbursement of his draws for the months of  November and December.  


Mr. Lewis recommended that the sheriff not retain the funds from the 1994 budget, but exchange checks, establishing a trail for audit purposes.


Chairman Roberson assured Sheriff Leonard that a check would be approved for him at the conclusion of the meeting.


The meeting recessed for a break at 9:50 A. M.

December 6, 1994

Live Oak, Florida

10:05 A. M.


The meeting was called back to order by Chairman Roberson who then opened a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance based on the Planning and Zoning Board’s recommendation, on application by Suwannee River Water Management District, to change the zoning of approximately 12.5 acres in Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 14 East, from RSF-1 (Residential Single Family -1) to CG (Commercial General).


Mr. Allen presented a staff  report advising that the property on CR 49, at the intersection of US 90, is the current location of the offices of the SRWMD, and is within the designated urban development area.  Mr. Allen further stated that the property was originally zoned Residential Single Family, but should have been zoned Commercial General to reflect its use as offices.  The Zoning Board conducted a public hearing on the request on November 15, 1994 and recommended approval, Mr. Allen stated.  Mr. Allen also advised that nineteen surrounding property owners had been notified of the hearing, and  proof of  publication of  notice of  the hearing is on file.


Chairman Roberson advised that the hearing is a quasi-judicial proceeding, and anyone wishing to testify must be sworn in.


Russ Davis stated that he owns forty acres adjoining the property, and has no objection to the zoning change.    


Joe Flanagan stated that he has been employed by the Suwannee River Water Management District since 1978, and was sworn in by Mr. Lewis.  Mr. Flanagan testified that the SRWMD built in 1980 on property acquired from the Elks Club, and has increased the size of the building twice.  Mr. Flanagan said that the zoning of the property was discovered in a routine review of records, and the process of obtaining a change of zoning was initiated.  Mr. Flanagan reviewed the procedure that has been followed, and requested that the Board grant the request for zoning change in order to clear up this technical concern.


As there was no one else wishing to speak for or against the request, the public hearing was closed by Chairman Roberson, who then invited discussion by the Board.


Commissioner Fowler stated that he had no problem with the request, and thought that, since the buildings were constructed before the Comprehensive Plan was adopted, it should have been grandfathered in.


Commissioner Udell stated that he had no objection to the change, and felt it should have been changed a long time ago.  Commissioner Grinstead agreed.


Mr. Lewis stated that the ordinance would bring the zoning into conformity  to what is actually there.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously voted to adopt an ordinance changing the zoning of approximately 12.5 acres in Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 14 East, from RSF-1 (Residential Single Family - 1) to CG (Commercial General), pursuant to application by Suwannee River Water Management District.  (See Ordinance No. 94-20)


Clerk Randy Henderson requested approval of an amendment to the General Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 1994.


Chairman Roberson opened a public hearing to consider the amendment.  As there was no one wishing to speak for or against the proposed amendment, the public hearing was closed and an opportunity given for discussion by the Board.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved amendment of the General Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 1994 to $4,659,142.


Clerk Henderson requested approval of amendment of the Municipal Services Budget for Fiscal Year 1994, and Chairman Roberson opened a public hearing to consider the amendment.


As no one appeared to speak for or against the amendment, the public hearing was closed by Chairman Roberson, who then invited discussion by the Board.


A motion was made by Commissioner Fowler and seconded by Commissioner Grinstead to approve amendment of the Municipal Services Budget for Fiscal Year 1994 to $156,713.  Motion carried unanimously.
  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved appointment of Vickie Bass to a three year term on the Board of Trustees of the Suwannee County Museum Association, to fill the position vacated by Earl Carter.


A motion was made by Commissioner Udell and seconded by Commissioner Fowler to approve reappointment of Frances Humphries to a three year term on the Board of Trustees of the Suwannee County Museum Association.  Motion carried unanimously.


The Board considered a ninety day extension of the option agreement to purchase approximately 320 acres of property located on US 90 East from William K. Daugherty.  Chairman Roberson stated that the property has been proposed as the site for a prison facility, and the present option expires on December 7, 1994 at 5:00 P. M.


A motion was made by Commissioner Fowler to approve payment of $2,000 for an additional ninety day extension  of the option agreement to purchase approximately 320 acres from William K. Daugherty.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse, and carried by a vote of  4 - 1 with Commissioner Grinstead opposing.


Mr. Allen advised that each Florida county has been asked, by the Florida Sesquicentennial Commission,  to appoint a Sesquicentennial Coordinating Committee to coordinate local activities and events in celebration of Florida’s 150th anniversary of statehood in 1995.


It was suggested that Dean Papapetrou, John Paul Schneider and Billy Jernigan be asked to serve on the committee, and Chairman Roberson said that he intended to contact Greg Scott, Jerry Scarborough and a representative of the Suwannee County Museum Association.


In answer to Commissioner Udell’s inquiry, Chairman Roberson said that it had been recommended that between five and fifteen people be asked to serve on the local committee, and Commissioner Hillhouse stated that he thought each urban area of the county, such as Branford and Wellborn, should be represented.


Mr. Allen suggested that the commissioners make contacts and bring their recommendations to the next Board meeting for consideration.


Clerk Henderson requested authorization to proceed with the tax deed process for county certificates with a value of more than $500.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved authorization of the Clerk to proceed with the tax deed process for county certificates with a value of more than $500.


Clerk Henderson requested the Board to pay the law firm of Staats, White and Clark $3,768.70 for legal expenses incurred by the Clerk for representation in the case of Holland versus Henderson.  Clerk Henderson advised that the case is now finalized and the bills submitted, and as the Clerk’s budget has no line item for legal fees, requested that the Board pay the bills for his defense as it paid for the former Clerk’s defense in the same suit.


Commissioner Fowler stated that he thought the Board had agreed to pay the legal expenses of  both the former Clerk and Clerk Henderson, but pointed out that the Board’s budget does not include a line item for legal fees either.


Since neither the Board’s budget nor the Clerk’s include a line item for legal fees,  Chairman Roberson suggested that the Clerk establish a line item in his budget for the expenditure and amend his budget accordingly.  Clerk Henderson responded that the Board’s budget is larger, and the procedure would be less complicated to pay the expenditure from that budget.


Mr. Lewis stated that he seemed to recall that the Clerk had been instructed to pay the former Clerk’s legal fees from the Clerk’s budget with the Board’s agreement to approve amendment of  his budget.  Mr. Lewis said that Mr. Henderson’s expense should be handled in the same way.


Clerk Henderson stated that he was agreeable to pay the bills from his budget as long as the Board agreed to approve the required amendment.  The Board indicated that approval would be given to amend the Clerk’s budget to cover payment of the legal fees incurred by Clerk Henderson for representation in the case of Holland versus Henderson.


Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment.


Charlie Whitworth referred to the county’s “wish list” of  projects, which included, he thought, $200,000 to $250,000  for upgrading of the coliseum, and suggested that a profitability analysis be conducted.  Recalling that the county received no income from a recent wrestling match at the coliseum, because of an agreement that all receipts up to a certain amount would go to the promoter, Mr. Whitworth stated that it would not be wise to invest $250,000 in the facility and lose money because of  bad agreements.  Mr. Whitworth stated that such a study should determine whether or not activities at the coliseum had ever been profitable.


Mr. Whitworth also suggested that the banker who spoke to the Board requesting support for the Sports Complex, provide a market analysis showing the profitability of the proposed five diamond ball field before a decision is made by the Board to commit finances to the project.


Commissioner Grinstead commented that he is a member of the Ag Advisory Committee, and at a recent meeting, it was the unanimous opinion of the committee that development of the coliseum would be profitable and would have a positive economic impact on the county.


Mr. Whitworth then suggested that a standardized fee schedule be developed for use of the coliseum.


Commissioner Grinstead responded that the facility should first be upgraded to a condition that would accommodate more activities, and Chairman Roberson stated that a standardized fee schedule for use of the coliseum already exists.


In support of development of the coliseum, Dean Papapetrou stated that he encourages the standard that was set when the coliseum was erected in 1956, and is stated on the plaque at its entrance which reads, “to promote and enhance industry and agriculture in Suwannee County.”   Some thirty-eight years after its erection, Mr. Papapetrou said, the county needs to commit the funds necessary to bring the facility up to a standard that could make it marketable.  Beyond that, Mr. Papapetrou stated, the benefits derived by the community should be considered, as a number of community activities take place at the coliseum in any given month.


Commissioner Grinstead stated that a suggestion had been made that the coliseum be used for the high school graduation.


Harry Gray stated that he had observed that merchants, who would derive financial benefit from promotion of the coliseum, have a special interest in seeing it developed in order to  produce income for their businesses.  Mr. Gray said that he would like to see equal emphasis put on the concern of citizens, who represent no special interest group, that the coliseum be self-supporting, and not become a burden to taxpayers.  Mr. Gray said that, in the development of the fee schedule, care should be taken to make certain that the facility is self-supporting.


Mr. Gray added that it has been his observation that the different county and city boards and commissions operate independently of one another and do not cooperate to serve the taxpayers.


John Paul Schneider, owner of Mizell’s Farm and Garden Center, stated, in reference to the motion for membership in the Sam’s Club,  that he was very unhappy that purchasing from an out of town source had even been considered.  Stating that he was aware that citizens sometimes have to go out of town to purchase items that are not available locally, Mr. Schneider said that local merchants would like the opportunity to sell to one of the largest businesses in Suwannee County.  Mr. Schneider stated that local businesses do not have the opportunity to sell to the county or the school system, both of which operate through tax dollars.  Mr. Schneider said that merchants would like the chance to offer goods and services in order to improve the local economy by keeping tax dollars at  home, as many local businesses are being forced to close from lack of  business.

Mr. Schneider apologized for throwing salt in a wound, but stated that he felt this issue should be discussed, and thanked the Board for listening to his point of view, and appropriately acting on the issue.


On the same note, Clerk Randy Henderson stated that, when he came into office, supplies for the Clerk’s office were purchased exclusively through Quill, and there seemed to be a mistaken idea that out of town prices were always lower prices.  Since 1992, Clerk Henderson stated, he has given local merchants the opportunity to bid, and $23,000 has been spent at local businesses, which now receive seventy percent more business from the county than they previously received.  


Clerk Henderson also stated that the county needs to move toward a purchase order system and centralized purchasing department, which would give the Board more control over purchases, and eliminate the Chairman’s objection to so many people making purchases for the county.  Clerk Henderson stated that the local businesses and taxpayers would benefit by the purchase order system and central purchasing department.


Harry Gray stated that, as a taxpayer, he would like to see local merchants get the county’s business, but the issue is competitiveness.  Mr. Gray said that there is a good reason local businesses are closing, and that is because the goods could be purchased cheaper out of town. 


In response, Mr. Schneider said that competitiveness is good, but local availability for service should also be a consideration.


As there was no further public comment, Chairman Roberson closed the public comment portion of the meeting and proceeded to the next item on the agenda.


At the request of Ed Allen, Don Snyder, County Fire Coordinator, gave a report on the activity of  the county fire department.  Mr. Snyder reported thirty-eight runs in the month of November, and an increase in the average response time.  Mr. Snyder stated that, after analysis, he thought the reason for the increased response time was due to the fact that the department has begun to respond outside the county more frequently.  In conclusion, Mr. Snyder reported that things are moving forward.


Mr. Allen reported to the Board that the county is vigorously pursuing a physical inventory, in response to criticism by the auditor.  Concerning the coliseum, Mr. Allen advised that a church that uses the facility, and the Recreation Department which also utilizes the coliseum for some activities, have offered labor to refinish the floors if the county will provide the materials, at an estimated cost of  $3,000.  Mr. Allen stated that he thought it would be an excellent opportunity to save money on a maintenance project that is badly needed, and recommended that the offer be accepted.  Mr. Allen added that $5,000 is in the budget for maintenance of  the coliseum.


Mr. Allen said that one problem encountered in the process of establishing a fee schedule for rental of the coliseum, has been the fact that the electric service was centralized with only one meter serving the entire complex.  The service is now being separated, Mr. Allen reported, making it possible to separate costs.


Mr. Allen reported that, at the legislative meeting of the Florida Association of Counties, attended by Commissioners Fowler and Hillhouse, the prime legislative goal was Article 5, which attempts to get the state to pick up Criminal Justice expenses.  The indication is, Mr. Allen said, that counties should not expect additional revenue from the state, in fact, there is growing concern that the state may begin to pass costs down to the county level.  Mr. Allen mentioned specifically the possibility of state prisoners being housed in local jails increasing the immediate costs of the counties.  Mr. Allen said that the association assured participants that it would vigorously oppose attempts to transfer state costs to counties.


Mr. Allen stated that he and Chairman Roberson had discussed a meeting of the Board for the purpose of setting some goals for the next two years, now that there are two new commissioners.  The Small Counties Technical Assistance Program offers people who will meet with the commissioners individually, then as a group, Mr. Allen said, and lead the commission through a goal setting process.  Mr. Allen said that he and Chairman Roberson recommend that this process begin right after the first of the year, and suggested the possibility of Wednesday, January 4, 1995, for the individual meetings, and coming together for a meeting of the entire commission on Tuesday, January 17, 1995, in the afternoon, after the morning Board meeting.  Mr. Allen emphasized that this is an important process and there are several significant issues to be discussed and decisions to be made.  There was no objection to the suggested dates for meetings.


In reference to the matter of the Recreation Department providing labor for the refinishing of the floors at the coliseum, Mr. Allen explained that the Recreation Department utilizes the facility quite a bit, but contributes no money toward its maintenance.  They have, however, Mr. Allen said, sent their maintenance person to do some work, and are willing to swap in kind services in order to contribute to the operation of the facility.


Don Snyder advised that he had failed to mention in his report that, for some reason, the Luraville VFD did not receive an insurance rating by the Insurance Service Office, but last month it was rated and is now in the books.


The meeting was recessed for a break at 11:10 A.M.

December 6, 1994

Live Oak, Florida

11:25 A.M.


The meeting was called back to order by Chairman Roberson.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, advised the Board that he had two items of business, the first being a request for authorization to advertise for bids for the purchase of road signs.  Mr. Sikes stated that the annual budget for replacement of road signs is $22,000, and he anticipates the initial purchase to cost between $12,000 and $15,000.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved authorization to advertise for bids for the purchase of  road signs.

Mr. Sikes’ second request was for authorization to advertise for bids for coal mix asphalt, used for patching roads.  Mr. Sikes explained that the county is not required to bid for this item since only fifteen to twenty tons are purchased at a time.  Mr. Sikes stated that he only anticipates one bid, but since the county spends annually approximately $25,000 for asphalt, he would feel better going through the bid process.  Commissioner Fowler made a motion to authorize Mr. Sikes to advertise for bids for an annual contract for coal mix asphalt. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.

Mr. Lewis reported to the Board that, at a meeting with members of the gas industry, a decision was made to adopt both the National Gas Code and the National Fuel Gas Code, with priority given to the National Gas Code in the event of conflict, unless the requirements of  the National Fuel Gas Code are more stringent, or provide more safety, in which case it would prevail.  Mr.  Lewis said that he has redrafted the ordinance with the provisions stated.


Mr. Lewis also reported that property owners in the area of Suwannee Farms have provided notice of a complaint regarding the granting of special exception for Suwannee Farms by the Board of Adjustment, and  Suwannee County has thirty days in which to respond.  Mr. Lewis said that an appropriate response will be prepared and filed, and he feels that, if  sued, he can properly defend the county against the five claims.


Mr. Allen clarified that Mr. Lewis is the attorney who will respond to the complaint.


Chairman Roberson made reference to the Jelks case, and Mr. Lewis reviewed the case and reported that the hearing examiner recommended no recovery for Mr. Jelks, but an issue was raised regarding two incidental cases of black employees that did not receive merit raises during periods of probation when other employees did.  Mr. Lewis stated that the Jelks case has now been referred to the Human Relations Commission, and a list of demands for settlement has been submitted by Mr. Jelks’ attorney.  Mr. Lewis said that his recommendation is not to accept the proposed settlement as demanded by Mr. Jelks’ attorney.  


Chairman Roberson requested to know the pleasure of the Board in regard to the Jelks case.  Commissioner Fowler made a motion to reject the proposed settlement as demanded by Mr. Jelks’ attorney.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.  Chairman Roberson requested Mr. Lewis to respond to the demand on behalf of the Board.


Mr. Allen advised that the administrative hearing to be conducted by the Department of Community Affairs, regarding the land use action pertaining to the proposed prison site, has been postponed until January 12, 1995 in the Commission Room.


In response to Chairman Roberson’s inquiry, Mr. Allen stated that he has requested Mrs. Mixon to check with the insurance carrier regarding the Ada Black case.


Chairman Roberson also inquired about proceeding with legal matters involving the Code Enforcement Board, and Mr. Allen stated that the Palumbo case and several code case issues will be addressed at once.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch no. 53 through no. 73, totaling $1,519,329.69. 


Chairman Roberson made the following committee appointments for 1995.

1995 COMMITTEES
Airport






Tourist Development Tax
Laure B. Roberson, Jr.



Laure B. Roberson, Jr.

C. Dean Lewis










Edward L. Allen




Suwannee Valley Transit Authority
Donald Robinson




Ivie F. Fowler








Eddy Hillhouse

Insurance/Group Health/Casualty








Ivie F. Fowler





Development Authority Liaison
Randy Henderson




Douglas M. Udell

Edward L. Allen






T. Jerry Sikes





NCFRPC
J. Danny Hales, Jr.




J. D. Grinstead

Luanne Mixon



Library






Fair Board
Douglas M. Udell




Eddy Hillhouse

Randy Henderson






Edward L. Allen




Recreation,  Parks and
J. Danny Hales, Jr




Sports Complex Liaison


.




                       Douglas M. Udell

Resource, Conservation and
Development Council (RC&D)


Ag Advisory
Elliott E. Scott


                        J. D. Grinstead

Fire






Emergency Food and Shelter
Eddy Hillhouse




National Board Program
Edward L. Allen




Douglas M. Udell

Don Snyder












            Qualifications Review
SHIP Advisory & Loan Committee


Committee  (4
years)




Laure B. Roberson, Jr.



J. D. Grinstead




Florida Association of Counties


Library
 Regional Task Force 

Rural Affairs Policy Development


Ivie F. Fowler





Ivie F. Fowler





(Alternate is Laure B.
Roberson, Jr.)



All commissioners accepted their committee appointments as announced by Chairman Roberson.


Chairman Roberson stated that he will share his goals and long range plans with the Board at the appropriate time, after the first of the year.


Clerk Henderson stated that the Board accepted the final revenues and expenditures for 1994 at the last Board meeting, and authorized him to amend line items  and prepare the final budget.  Clerk Henderson then presented the complete, amended set of  books, and requested that the Board adopt them as the final set of  books for 1994.


Commissioner Fowler made a motion that the Board adopt the final set of expenditures and revenues for 1994 as presented by Clerk Henderson.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead and carried unanimously.

Clerk Henderson thanked the Board and stated that he is looking forward to the planned workshop to establish goals, because he hopes to start the budget process early this year, and priorities established by the Board will be a first step in that  process.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

DECEMBER 6, 1994

FUND









      AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND






               $286,675.79

911 IMPLEMENTATION






         2,160.89

FINE & FORFEITURE FUND





     695,621.35

STATE ATTORNEY OFFICE





         6,922.73

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





       21,258.31

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND




            112.00

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND




         5,411.64

LAW EDUCATION







            408.70

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT FUND





       11,204.84

ROAD AND BRIDGE






     229,909.09

LIBRARY FUND







       64,158.60

RECREATION FUND






       21,838.97

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE





       72,320.00

AIRPORT PROJECT






                       500.00

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX





       12,741.00

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






       22,159.84

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





       32,822.13

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






       30,449.51

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FUND




         2,654.30






TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS             $1,519,329.69


There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made by Commissioner Grinstead and seconded by Commissioner Fowler to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried  unanimously.







___________________________________







LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN
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___________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK   
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