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November 15, 1994

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 A. M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and the following commissioners were present:  Chairman W. W. Jernigan, Ivie Fowler, Elliott E. Scott, J. D. Grinstead and Laure B. Roberson, Jr.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, and Bennice C. Wolfe, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting opened with prayer by Chairman W. W. Jernigan, and the pledge to the American flag.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the November 1, 1994 Board meeting.


Barbara Lewis, Coordinator of  M.A.D.D.  Suwannee  County  Community Action

Team, and representatives of Branford S.A.D.D. (Students Against Driving Drunk), and Suwannee County Teen Court reported to the Board that, during December, which is National Drunk and Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month, they will be participating in the nation wide effort to emphasize the consequences of impaired driving, and call attention to methods of significantly reducing the number of alcohol related crashes that claim thousands of lives each year.  Mrs. Lewis said that the organization will be distributing ribbons to be displayed on automobile antennas in an effort to give a whole new meaning to the phrase, “tie one on” during the holidays.


Monica Poucher, Teen Court representative, reported  that, of over 5,000 alcohol related fatalities in the past year, over half were between the ages of fifteen and twenty.  Monica stated that Teen Court has zero tolerance for drug and alcohol use, and announced a campout on December 1, 1994, at Silver Cloud Ranch, to show young people that they can get high off life, and not drugs.  Monica distributed ribbons and lapel pins to the Board and encouraged them to “tie one on” for safety during the holidays, and drive with their lights on December 16, 1994, in observance of ‘Lights for  Life.”
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Mrs. Lewis requested the Board to adopt a  resolution  proclaiming  the  month  of 

December  as  National   Drunk  and  Drugged  Driving  Prevention  Month  in  Suwannee 

County.  Bunny Rhodes, Teen Court Coordinator, read the proclamation.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously adopted the resolution proclaiming the month of December as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month in Suwannee County.  (See Resolution No.  94-48)


Windell L. Musgrove, Forest Area Supervisor, presented the annual forestry report for Fiscal Year 1993-94.  Mr. Musgrove reported that escaped fires were down this year, and the 800 line for burning authorizations is being discontinued, due to excessive costs of operation.  Mr.  Musgrove thanked the Board for its support of the Volunteer Fire Departments of Suwannee County, stating that they are very  valuable to the efforts of the Division of  Forestry and their fire control program.  


Chairman Jernigan thanked the Division of Forestry for its cooperation and allowing the county to house its fire engine in their building.


Brad Ellis, County Forester, presented a report on the activities of the Suwannee County Forester’s Office.  Mr. Ellis reported that reforestation has been the major emphasis in Suwannee County, and timber prices are good.


Chairman Jernigan commented on the profitable practice of pine straw harvesting.


Hollis Owens  wanted  to know how many acres of crop land are being converted each year to pine tree production.


Mr. Ellis did not have a figure on the number of acres of crop land being put into pine tree production, but estimated that it might be in the range of three thousand acres.


Mr. Brim inquired about the garbage containers for his area, and Mr. Sikes said that he would investigate, and report to him.
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Dean Papapetrou, Chairman, Suwannee County Tourist Development Council, presented a report on the activities of the council, mentioning specifically, the establishment of the Tourist Welcome Center at the Historical Museum, and work with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council’s Tourism Task Force, which brought more than twenty travel writers from across the United States, who will be promoting the area.


In recognition that funds are needed for capital projects, including renovation of the Coliseum and construction of the Community Recreation Park, Mr. Papapetrou informed  the Board that, he believed, an additional one per cent tourist development tax could be levied, and suggested that the Board  ask Mr. Lewis to research the matter and advise further.


Mr. Papapetrou advised the Board that the terms of two members of the council will expire on December 31, 1994, and both have indicated a willingness to serve again on the TDC.  Mr. Papapetrou submitted the names of Charles Thomas and Lura Sapp for the Board’s consideration for reappointment to the TDC.


A motion was made by Commissioner Scott and seconded by Commissioner Grinstead to reappoint Charles Thomas and Lura Sapp to another term on the Suwannee County Tourist Development Council.  Motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Papapetrou stated that it had been an honor and pleasure to work with Chairman Jernigan and Commissioner Scott, and congratulated them on their years of public service.


Commissioner Roberson inquired about the tourist development tax, and in answer to his question, Mr. Papapetrou estimated that approximately $15,000 per year might be derived from it.


Mr. Lewis stated that he had reviewed the matter and confirmed that the money could be used for the Coliseum and the Community Recreation Park, and that the revenue to be derived from such source could be pledged on a revenue bond issue. 
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John D. Hales, Jr., Director of  Libraries, requested execution of  annual regional library contracts with Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette and Madison Counties, stating that Gilchrist County’s contract will be presented at the December 5, 1994  Board meeting.


A motion was made by Commissioner Fowler to execute the annual regional library contracts with Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette and Madison Counties.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott, and carried unanimously.  (See Agreement Nos.  94-52 through  94-55) 


Mr. Hales advised that fund raising efforts are moving along, reporting pledges and cash amounting to over $100,000 for construction of the library, adding that they are not yet finished.  Mr. Hales also stated that he had enjoyed working with Commissioners Scott and Jernigan, and thanked them for the leadership role that they have played during their terms.

 
Mary Cundiff, Jail Administrator, requested acceptance of an Anti-Drug Abuse grant from the Department of  Community Affairs.  Miss Cundiff reported that this will be the third year of the county’s participation in this court ordered drug and alcohol treatment program.


In answer to a question by Tim Alcorn, Miss Cundiff stated that there are currently three classes being conducted three times per week, with twenty full time participants, some incarcerated, and some who are not.  Miss Cundiff said that the number of participants is increasing as the court orders.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously  voted to accept the Anti-Drug Abuse grant from the Department of Community Affairs for Suwannee County Treatment Program III.  (See Agreement No.  94-56)
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Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, requested approval of  an Emergency Management Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement for Catastrophic Disaster Response and Recovery.


After discussion, Commissioner Scott made a motion to approve the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement as presented by Mr. McDonald.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson, and carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No.  94-57) 


The meeting recessed for a break at 9:50 A. M.

November 15, 1994

Live Oak, Florida

10:00 A. M.


Chairman Jernigan called the meeting back to order and opened a public hearing to consider enactment of ordinances adopting the 1994 Edition of  Southern Building Codes.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, presented an ordinance adopting the Standard Mechanical Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code, for consideration.  Mr. Allen stated that the purpose of the ordinance is to update the code to the 1994 standard.


Mr. Anders asked if there is any change in the mechanical code.


Mr. Lewis said that there is no major change.


As there was no public comment, for or against the ordinance, the public hearing was closed by Chairman Jernigan, who then invited questions, comments and discussion  by the Board.


Commissioner Fowler pointed out that the ordinance states that the permit fee is doubled if construction is started without a permit.  Commissioner Fowler said that he would like to see an emergency clause included so that in an emergency situation, construction could begin on a weekend, for example, before purchase of the permit, without penalty.  
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Regarding the building code for mobile homes, Commissioner Fowler said that the requirement of  $35 for each reinspection should be revised to $35 for the first reinspection and $50 for each subsequent reinspection, as is stated in all the other standard building codes.


After discussion, Mr. Lewis said that the emergency clause could be added very simply, and the fees for reinspections could be revised in the ordinance pertaining to mobile homes.


Commissioner Scott made a motion to adopt the ordinance adopting the Standard Mechanical Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code, subject to the revisions just

discussed.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler, and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No.  94-15)


Chairman Jernigan opened the public hearing to consider an ordinance adopting the Standard Plumbing Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code.


Russ Davis questioned the $150 permit fee for mobile homes.


Mr. Allen stated that the county is trying to cover the costs involved in issuing the permit, and the fee is comparable to surrounding counties who are trying to cover costs.  Mr. Allen explained that some counties subsidize the building program with ad valorem taxes.


As there was no public comment, for or against the proposed ordinance, Chairman Jernigan closed the public hearing and invited questions, comments and discussion by the Board.


Commissioner Roberson made a motion to adopt the ordinance adopting the Standard Plumbing Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code, subject to revisions previously discussed.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead, and carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No.  94-16)
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Chairman Jernigan opened the public hearing for consideration of an ordinance adopting the Standard Gas Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code.


Michael Chandler, partner and manager of the Live Oak Gas Company, professional member of the Southern Building Code Congress International and director with the Florida Propane Gas Association, representing thirteen counties, including Suwannee County, stated that he represented the concerns of the propane industry.  Mr. Chandler said that after reading the proposed ordinance, and consulting with various people, he would like to offer some suggestions to help clarify the ordinance. 


The code is designed to define the standards which building departments use to evaluate a safe and well built  dwelling, and  it is common  practice to adopt  the  Southern 

Building Code, Mr. Chandler stated.  The propane industry, Mr. Chandler said, is regulated and evaluated based on a  comparable code called the National Fire Protection Code, which is endorsed and adopted by the state of Florida, the National Propane Gas Association and other state and national agencies that regulate the propane industry.  Mr. Chandler requested that the National Fire Protection Code be included in the Gas Code ordinance adopted by the county, stating that  the Standard Gas Code is written mainly for the natural gas industry, which is only available, for this county, within the city of Live Oak.


Mr. Chandler also suggested clarification of  the section of the ordinance pertaining to permitting fees.


In conclusion, Mr. Chandler requested that the Board hold off on adoption of the ordinance until a workshop can be conducted addressing the issues of concern, and offered to sponsor a workshop.


Commissioner Roberson asked whether the gas company or the county would be liable if a county inspector certified a gas hook up done by a gas company, and a gas leak was later discovered.  Mr. Chandler responded that he thought the gas company would be ultimately responsible.
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As there was no further public comment, for or against the proposed ordinance, Chairman Jernigan closed the public hearing, and invited  questions, comments and discussion by the Board.


Commissioner Roberson made a motion that the proposed ordinance be tabled until a workshop is conducted, and taken back up at the next meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.


A public hearing was opened to consider enactment of an ordinance adopting the National Electrical Code, 1993 Edition.  As there was no public comment,  for  or  against 

the proposed ordinance, the public hearing was closed, and questions, comments and discussion by the Board invited.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted the ordinance adopting the National Electrical Code, 1993 Edition, subject to the proposed changes.  (See Ordinance No.  94-17)


Public hearing was opened to consider the proposed ordinance adopting the Standard Building Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code. 


Mr. Allen stated that the purpose of the ordinance is to update the county’s  existing code, and mentioned that Suwannee County does not adhere to the fee schedule included in the  code, but will maintain the fee schedule currently in effect in the county.


In response to a question by Mr. Anders, Pat Sura, County Building Inspector, stated that there are no major differences in the code, and that it is an easier code.


The public hearing was closed, and the floor opened for questions, comments and discussion by the Board.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted the ordinance adopting the Standard Building Code, 1994 Edition, Southern Building Code.  (See Ordinance No.  94-18)
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Mr. Allen proposed adoption of an ordinance amending Section Three of Ordinance No.  82-03, increasing mobile home permitting fees from $125 to $150.  Chairman Jernigan opened a public hearing to consider adoption of the proposed ordinance.


Dean Papapetrou asked when the fee was last changed, and whether or not the proposed fee would cover the expenses of  inspection.


Mr. Sura stated that the fee was last changed four or five years ago, and he thought that expenses  would  be  covered  by  the  proposed  fee.  The  twenty-five dollar

increase was proposed, Mr. Sura explained, because of additional paper work involved in the permitting process.


Tim Alcorn inquired about additional fees for reinspection, and Hollis Owens wanted to know if the permitting fee is more for a double wide mobile home than for a single wide.


Mr. Sura  explained that a mobile home is considered a single family dwelling, whether single or double wide, and the fee is the same for both.


As there was no further public comment, Chairman Jernigan closed the public hearing, and opened the floor for discussion by the Board.


Commissioner Fowler questioned the reason for a flat $150 fee for inspection of mobile homes, regardless of the square footage, when constructed homes are charged a minimum fee of  $50, plus fifteen cents per square foot.  Commissioner Fowler calculated that, for a mobile home of less than 1,000 square feet, the cost more for inspection would be more than for a constructed dwelling of the same size, and for any mobile home of more than 1,000 square feet, the charge would be less than for a traditionally constructed dwelling of the same size.


Mr. Sura reminded Commissioner Fowler of the one per cent radon surcharge for mobile homes, and stated that the fee charged in Suwannee County is comparable to that charged in neighboring counties.
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Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously adopted an ordinance amending Section Three of Ordinance No.  82-03, increasing the mobile home permitting fee, from $125 to $150, subject to the changes discussed previously.  (See Ordinance No.  94-19)


Chairman Jernigan announced that the public hearings were now concluded, and resumed the regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Court, stated that, in a continued effort to reduce costs for the taxpayers of  Suwannee County, he is proposing enrollment of the county in 

the Sam’s Club Direct Purchasing Program, requesting the Board to pay the $100 annual administration fee and the $25 annual membership fee, and stating that each department would pay a $10 fee for each cardholder purchasing for that department.  Clerk Henderson stated that prices have been compared, and it was determined that purchase of certain items through the Sam’s Club would result in considerable savings for the county.


Commissioner Roberson stated that competitive buying is good, but he could not go along with purchasing outside the county when county businesses are struggling. 


Clerk Henderson responded by saying that purchases are being made outside the county now in an effort to save money, and as an example of the savings that could be realized, stated that a box of green bar paper costs about $40 at McCrimon’s, but can be purchased for $11 at Sam’s.  Clerk Henderson added that the paper is ordered thirty boxes at a time for the finance department, and the savings on that item alone would pay the annual membership fee in the club for several years. Clerk Henderson said that the county purchases as much as it can from local businesses, more than in the past, and further stated that if the Board declines to join the purchasing club, he will probably join the club for the Clerk’s office, but that would leave the other county departments to buy state contract paper at the best price they can find.
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Chairman Jernigan stated that the local businesses buy the yearbook ads and make many contributions to the community, and he objected to pushing the little man further down.


Clerk Henderson argued that certain items are not being purchased from the local businesses now.  Commissioner Scott pointed out the considerable savings, and Tim Alcorn suggested that perhaps purchases through the club could be restricted to certain items.


Bill Walters stated that the bottom line is cost effectiveness, and said that the local businesses have to compete.  Mr. Walters added that the commissioners are obligated to run their business in the most cost efficient manner. 


Commissioner Fowler then argued that it was not cost efficient to have so many purchasing agents, and questioned the necessity of thirteen club cardholders for the county.


Clerk Henderson responded that thirteen people, representing the different county departments, are now making purchases, and stated that some are alternates to the primary purchasers for each department.  Clerk Henderson explained that the different cards represent different accounts to be billed, and stated that he would not want to be the only cardholder, with purchases for all the different departments coming through his account.


Chairman Jernigan remained in favor of supporting local businesses who sponsor local school and community activities.


Mr. O’Cain stated that membership in the purchasing club is nothing unusual, but cautioned that if citizens do not voice their objections to NAFTA and GATT, then local businesses will be eliminated anyway.


Supervisor of Elections, Marjorie Carmichael, informed the Board that she has a membership in the club which enables her to make purchases for herself or her office, and explained that the membership card is not a charge card.
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Dean Papapetrou, who also is  a  member  of  the  Sam’s  Club  stated that  from  a 

business standpoint, all the annual fees could  be  recouped  by the  savings  on  purchases,

and suggested that the Clerk and Supervisor of Elections could be reimbursed for their membership fees, and make purchases for the county.


Commissioner Roberson stated that he felt that membership in the club, with numerous cardholders, presented the potential for abuse of public funds.


Clerk Henderson stated that the honesty of each individual authorized to make purchases, is all that prevents such abuse now.


Stating that he did not feel that Mr. Henderson’s request to join the purchasing club was unreasonable, and that he was  in  favor  of  the  savings  that  could  be  realized, 

Commissioner Scott made a motion to honor the Clerk’s request, and approve payment of the enrollment fees in the Sam’s Club Direct Purchasing Program.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead.


Commissioner Roberson stated that he was in favor of saving money, but did not feel that this is the way to set it up.  Commissioner Roberson said that he felt each department head should be responsible for the purchases of their department, and further stated that, just as Mr. Henderson said that he did not want all the county’s purchases being billed through his department,
Commissioner Roberson did not think it would be good to have all purchases billed through the Board’s account.


Clerk Henderson said that the purchases would be billed to each department just as they are now.


Mr. Sikes stated that his department could plan their purchases so that one cardholder would be sufficient for the department.


After additional discussion, Glenda Williams, Director of Recording, explained that the Clerk is requesting the Board to pay the initial enrollment fee, which includes a $100 annual administration fee and a $25 annual membership fee.  Mrs. Williams explained that 

38


Book 19 Page 39

November 15, 1994

Live Oak, Florida

each department would pay the fees for individual cardholders authorized to make purchases for that department.


Clerk Henderson added that Sam’s would then bill separately each department that purchases a card.


Chairman Jernigan stated that a motion had been made and seconded, and called for a vote.  Motion was defeated by a vote of  2 - 3, with Commissioners Fowler and Roberson  and Chairman Jernigan opposed.


After discussion, Commissioner Scott amended his original motion to approve payment of the annual membership fee for only one cardholder per department.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion carried by a vote of 4 - 1 with Chairman Jernigan opposed.  (Rescinded and Ordered Expunged December 6, 1994.)


Greg Scott, Recreation Director, recommended approval of the award of a bid of $62.50 per hour for a three man crew, by J. Sherman Frier and Associates, for surveying services at the Live Oak/Suwannee County Sports Complex.


In answer to Commissioner Fowler’s inquiry regarding the maximum number of hours required to complete the project, Tim Alcorn stated that it is impossible to predict,  but estimated that maybe a total of  one hundred hours would be required.


Charlie Whitworth wanted to know if the estimate would be covered by the budgeted allowance for engineering and surveying of the complex, and Greg Scott assured him that it would be covered.


Mr. Whitworth then registered a complaint that this expenditure was not discussed at the budget workshops, and that two years have lapsed since the grant was received for this project, and the county will have to repay the $112,000 unless an extension is received.  


Commissioner Fowler commented that public opinion at the last meeting was opposed to pursuing the project, but added that he feels certain that an extension will be granted.
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Commissioner Scott made a motion to approve award of the bid of J. Sherman Frier and Associates, of  $62.50 per hour for a three man crew, for up to one hundred hours of surveying services at the Live Oak/Suwannee County Sports Complex.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler and carried unanimously.


Chairman Jernigan asked Greg Scott if it was not true that Mr. Frier had donated many hours of  labor to the Sports Complex  project  already.    Mr.  Scott confirmed  that 

Mr. Frier, and especially Mr. Alcorn, had provided countless hours of labor on the project without payment. 


Greg Scott recommended approval of award of a bid of $6300 by Wayne Corbin, at $350 per acre, for clearing of eighteen acres of  land at the Live Oak/Suwannee County Sports Complex.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved award of the bid of $6300 by Wayne Corbin, for clearing of eighteen acres of land at the Live Oak/Suwannee County Sports Complex.


Mr. Scott expressed his appreciation for the efforts of Commissioners Scott and Jernigan, and stated that he had enjoyed working with them, and that they would be missed.


Chairman Jernigan opened the floor for public comment, without response.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, informed the Board of a meeting of the Florida Association of Counties, and requested notification of any commissioner wishing to attend, in order that registration forms might be submitted.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, requested authorization to advertise for bids for a landfill compactor.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved authorization of advertisement for bids for a landfill compactor.
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Mr. Sikes advised the Board that the county has been unable to solve a drainage problem on a dead end county road east of Live Oak, and stated that a settlement offer of a hold harmless agreement in exchange for $1,000 for water damage, to be paid by the county, has been made by the plaintiff,  Mrs. Ada Black.


After a thorough review of the situation, and the progress of the case to this point, Mr. Sikes stated that the consideration is, the possibility of setting a precedent versus the possible cost to the county.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Scott and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously voted to instruct the County Coordinator to contact the insurance company and have them review the case and give their position regarding the county’s responsibility for the damage before an answer is given to the proposed settlement.


Upon the recommendation of Chairman Jernigan, Commissioner Grinstead made a motion to approve payment of invoices in batch no. 40 through no. 52, totaling $392,637.80.   Motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and carried unanimously.

Dean Lewis, County Attorney, expressed his pleasure in working with Commissioners Scott and Jernigan over the years, and thanked them for their cooperation.


Commissioner Grinstead thanked them for easing his transition onto the Board, and for their advice, and wished them success.


Clerk Henderson requested adoption of a resolution amending the 1995 Narcotics Control  Budget by $10,000 in unanticipated funds, for the Narcotics Control Drug Treatment Grant III.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Scott, the Board unanimously voted to adopt a resolution amending the 1995 Narcotics Control Budget by $10,000.  (See Resolution No.  94-49) 
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Clerk Henderson requested adoption of a resolution amending Narcotics Control Fund 121 by $107,322 in unanticipated funds, for Narcotics Control Drug Treatment Grants I and II, plus matching funds, and expenditure of the funds.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously voted to adopt a resolution amending the 1994 Narcotics Control Fund 121 in the amount of $107,322.  (See Resolution No.  94-50)

Clerk Henderson requested adoption of a resolution amending the 1994 Emergency Management Budget by transferring $2,296 to the General Fund, bringing the actual Emergency Management Budget to $70,029.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Scott, the Board unanimously adopted a resolution amending the 1994 Emergency Management Budget by $2,296, bringing the amended total Emergency Management Budget to  $70,029.  (See Resolution No.  94-51)  


Clerk Henderson stated that two amendments will be advertised in Saturday’s paper, and in an effort to clear the books under the current administration, requested that the amendments be approved by the Board in advance.


After discussion, it was decided that the amendments could not be approved until after advertisement and public hearing.


Clerk Henderson then requested that the Board sign off on a budget report reflecting the actual revenues and expenditures as of  November 15, 1994.  Clerk Henderson clarified that the two amendments to be advertised are computed in the budget revenue and expenditure report.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Roberson, the Board unanimously voted to accept the budget report presented of actual revenues and expenditures as of November 15, 1994.


Clerk Henderson requested Board approval to make line item adjustments in the separate funds.

42

Book 19 Page 43

November 15, 1994

Live Oak, Florida


Commissioner Roberson made a motion to authorize the Clerk to make line item adjustments to separate funds, in preparation of the final budget.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler.

Dianne Herring, Finance Director, explained that a $400 difference in the budget report is due to a bill that came in late yesterday.

Chairman Jernigan stated that a motion had been made and seconded to accept the budget report, and called for a vote.  Motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Jernigan read his closing remarks as Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, thanking the citizens of Suwannee County for the privilege of serving them as County Commissioner for the past twelve years, and stating that “the most rewarding aspect of being a county commissioner has been the ability to help regular folks with everyday problems.”


Chairman Jernigan stated that when he came on the Board, our county was facing difficult decisions about a new jail, landfill, road paving and maintenance, and economic development.  Chairman Jernigan reported that he was happy to say we built a new Health Department, the Farmer’s Market, a new jail, a new landfill, extended the airport runway and built new facilities, including new Road Department facilities.   We also worked with the city and school board in providing more recreational facilities for our young people,  resurfaced many miles of county owned roads, and updated and improved administrative policies to make county government run more efficiently.  Emergency Medical Services made significant improvement with Advanced Life Support procedures, Chairman Jernigan reported, and stated that he was glad to be a part of seeing a new hospital in Suwannee County.


Chairman Jernigan concluded by saying that he would attend Board meetings, from time to time in the future, in order to see some of the projects started while he was on the Board brought to a successful completion.
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Commissioner Scott stated that he concurred with Chairman Jernigan’s remarks, and had enjoyed the last eight years.  Commissioner Scott added that probably more had happened in the last eight years than in any eight years in the history of the county, and he hopes to see Suwannee County continue to grow.  Commissioner Scott said that he had enjoyed working with the good people of the county, and referring to Mr. Sikes, Mr. Allen and Mr. Lewis, stated that the county has some great leaders, and thanked the people for allowing him to be a part of it.


Chairman Jernigan opened the floor for nominations for Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Fowler nominated Sam Roberson as Chairman.  Nomination was seconded by Commissioner Scott, and Commissioner Roberson was elected Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners for 1995 by a unanimous vote.


Commissioner Jernigan presented the gavel to Chairman Roberson, who opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman.


Commissioner Scott nominated Ivie Fowler as Vice Chairman for 1994-95.  Nomination was seconded by Commissioner Grinstead, and Commissioner Fowler was elected Vice Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners for 1994-95 by a unanimous vote.


Chairman Roberson then presented plaques to Commissioner Scott, District 4, for eight years of dedicated service to the citizens of Suwannee County, and Commissioner Jernigan, District 2, for twelve years of dedicated service to the citizens of Suwannee County. 


Chairman Roberson reminded everyone of a reception honoring retiring Commissioner W. W. Jernigan and Commissioner Elliott Scott from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. today in the Commissioner’s Room of the Courthouse.
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There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made by Commissioner Fowler and seconded by Commissioner Scott, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.







____________________________________







W. W. JERNIGAN, CHAIRMAN







SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF







COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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