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September 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


9:30 A.M.


The Value Adjustment Board met on the above date.  Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr.,  called the meeting to order, and stated that the Value Adjustment Board is established by  the Statutes of the State of Florida, and consists of three members of the Board of County Commissioners, and two members of the School Board, all members elected by their respective parent board.  Chairman Roberson also stated that the Statutes require that the Chairman be selected from the members of the Board of County Commissioners.  


The Clerk of  Circuit Court acts as Clerk to the Value Adjustment Board, the Chairman continued, and the County Attorney will act as counsel to the Board.  Chairman Roberson introduced the following members of the Board of County Commissioners serving on the Value Adjustment Board:  Douglas Udell, Eddy Hillhouse, and himself, Laure B. Roberson, Jr. and stated that the Board of County Commissioners selected him as Chairman of the Value Adjustment Board.  Chairman Roberson then introduced the two members of the Suwannee County School Board serving on the Value Adjustment Board:  Barbara Ceryak and J. M. Holtzclaw.


Chairman Roberson reviewed the authority of the Value Adjustment Board and the general procedure to be followed.  Chairman Roberson explained that the Value Adjustment Board has the authority to consider only matters that are before them, that is:  petitions on denial of exemption, petitions on denial of agricultural classification, petitions for reduction of assessment to fair market value, and consideration of denial of homestead exemption.


Chairman Roberson stated that all testimony would be recorded, and introduced Mr. Leo Powell, Court Reporter.


Chairman Roberson explained that the petitioner has the burden of proof, and accordingly, will present his or her case first, and will, with his or her witnesses, be subject to cross examination.  Chairman Roberson stated that the Property Appraiser would then be permitted to present his case, and he and his witnesses would be subject to cross examination.  Each of the parties will be afforded an opportunity for rebuttal, and further, all testimony must be under oath, administered by the Chairman.  He stated that each petitioner must identify him or herself for the record and provide the parcel number to the property to which his or her appearance applies.


Chairman Roberson stated that the Board will defer its decision until the conclusion of all testimony, at which time a decision conference will be held, and the Value Adjustment Board will render its written decision to each petitioning taxpayer within twenty days after the hearing.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, briefly reviewed the duties and limitations of the Value Adjustment Board, stating that it has no power to grant relief on the basis of hardship, and shall not consider the ultimate amount of tax required.  Mr. Lewis stated that the purpose of his remarks is to make petitioners understand that the Value Adjustment Board is bound by rules and the law.


Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

September 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

9:30 A.M.


The Board proceeded to hear the following petitions:

PETITION NO. 1-BRYAN L. GIPSON, GRI PTS, INC.

Mr. Gipson was not present for the proceedings, and accordingly Larry Levy, counsel for Lamar Jenkins, property appraiser, moved for a dismissal.

PETITION NO. 7-BRYAN L. GIPSON, GRI PTS, INC.

Again, Mr. Gipson was not present.  Mr. Levy motioned for a dismissal.

PETITION NO. 5-WILLIAM D. BLACKMON

Mr. Blackmon was sworn in by the Chairman.  Mr. Blackmon felt his assessment was too high.  He described a sinkhole located on his property, taking up approximately one acre, and asserted that the sinkhole decreased the value of that acre.

It was pointed out to Mr. Blackmon that he currently does not pay taxes because of homestead exemption.

Mr. Jenkins was then sworn in by Chairman Roberson.  Mr. Jenkins stated that he did not feel the sink hole was a factor in the value of the five acres.

PETITION NUMBER 95-8-KARLA M. BURLAND:

Karla M. Burland and William D. Brayshaw were sworn in by the Chairman.  Mr. Brayshaw stated that the assessed value of the property (1959-1961 Fordson Tractor and Implements, appraiser’s account number #5002095) is too high.  He pointed out that the tractor is not used in business, but only used for maintenance and gardening.

Mr. Jenkins explained that a lawn mower is built for household use, however, a tractor is built to produce a crop.  He did not feel that the tractor was over-assessed.

PETITION NUMBER 95-9-KARLA M. BURLAND:

Chairman Roberson reminded Ms. Burland and Mr. Brayshaw that they were still under oath.

Mr. Brayshaw stated that the assessed value was raised more than 2.7%, which is too high.

Mr. Jenkins informed the Board that the property (parcel #0203S14E02534000000) was re-assessed due to a carport being closed in for use as a garage.  Mr. Jenkins was not sure when the carport was closed in, however, it is considered new construction and the cap for 1995 is 2.7%.

PETITION NO. 95-10-LARSEN CELLULAR COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

There was no one present for this petition, and accordingly Mr. Levy moved for dismissal.

PETITION NO. 95-11-MARY FLAVIN SIMMONS

There was no one present for this petition, and accordingly Mr. Levy moved for dismissal.


Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

September 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

10:20 A.M.


Chairman Roberson called the proceedings back to order and announced the next petition:

PETITION NO. 95-13-KELLY CAUDILL

Chairman Roberson swore Ms. Caudill in.  Ms. Caudill described the building located on parcel number 09846002000 as a storage building and felt the assessment was too high.

Mr. Jenkins asserted that the building appears to be a lodge or clubhouse.  He described some of the features of the building, such as skylights and exterior vinyl siding.  Mr. Jenkins referenced a bill submitted to the other property owners at Kitty Hawk for a gathering held in the structure.  In short, he felt his assessment was accurate.

PETITION NO. 95-2-CAROL J. MULVIHILL

After being sworn in, Ms. Mulvihill explained to the Board that she moved to Suwannee County on July 1, 1994.  When she paid her property taxes, Ms. Mulvihill explained, she thought she would be notified when it was time to file for homestead exemption.  In addition, her husband was working out of town for a period of seven months, and he always took care of the household business matters in the past.  Consequently, she was late in filing for homestead exemption.

Mr. Jenkins testified that he denied Ms. Mulvihill’s homestead exemption because she was late in filing.  He admitted that he did not notify the property owners personally that it was time to file for homestead exemption, however, he did run an advertisement in the newspaper.

During the course of the conversation, Mr. Lewis pointed out that the law does not place the burden on the property appraiser to notify the property owners.  In addition, in order to accept a late filing, there must be particular, extenuating circumstances.

PETITION NO. 95-3-CANDY ANN MADDALINO, AS TRUSTEE FOR MICHAEL LARUE MADDALINO

Ms. Maddalino was sworn in by Chairman Roberson.  She testified that homestead exemption was denied her nephew, Michael Larue Maddalino.  Ms. Maddalino explained that although the deed is in her name as trustee for her nephew, who is fifteen years of age, he lives in the house and is the sole owner.

Mr. Lewis asked Ms. Maddalino who was the guardian of Michael Larue Maddalino, and Ms. Maddalino responded that she and her husband are.  She further explained that Michael Larue Maddalino acquired title to the property from his grandmother.

Mr. Lewis pointed out that a child cannot claim homestead exemption separate from their guardians or parents.  Ms. Maddalino explained at that time that she is trustee for Michael Larue Maddalino.

PETITION NO. 95-4-ROSEMARIE GOIN

No one was present for this petition, and Mr. Levy moved for a dismissal.


At this time, Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

September 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

11:15 A.M.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order.

PETITION NO. 95-6-VIRGINIA NOBLES 

Harold Gaskins was present on behalf of Ms. Nobles, and Chairman Roberson administered the oath.  Mr. Gaskins explained that he has had power of attorney from Ms. Nobles, his sister, since the 1950’s.  He informed the Board that Ms. Gaskins was placed in a healthcare facility a few years back but intends to return to her home when she is released (parcel identification number 10267000000).

Mr. Jenkins stated that he has granted homestead exemption in the past, even though Ms. Gaskins was not living in the home at the time, however, recently the property has been severely vandalized.

Mr. Gaskins agreed that the home has been vandalized and burglarized, but he assured the Board he would make the repairs to the structure prior to Ms. Gaskins moving back in.  He explained to the Board that he did attempt at one point to repair the damage to the building but the vandals came back and caused more damage.

He did not want to see his sister’s home taken for non payment of taxes.

PETITION NO. 92-12-RICHARD CAUDILL

Chairman Roberson swore Mr. Caudill in.  Mr. Caudill was requesting a total exemption due to his blindness.  His daughter, Kelly Caudill read aloud two letters by two separate physicians certifying that Mr. Caudill is legally blind.

It was established that Mr. Caudill did not submit the other documents required to apply for this exemption, including a financial statement.

Mr. Lewis stressed that Mr. Caudill would need to show that his income is less than $17,334.

Mr. Jenkins produced several documents indicating Mr. Caudill’s income to be at least $45,000, rather than $14,000 as Mr. Caudill testified.


Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

September 28, 1995

Live Oak, Florida  32060

1:30 P.M.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order.


Upon a motion by Board Member Holtzclaw and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-01, BRANFORD VILLAS LTD, by Bryan L. Gipson, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 03951005000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously agreed that the assessed value would remain unchanged for the year 1995 for petition number 95-5, WILLIAM D. BLACKMON, Property Appraiser’s Parcel Number 03161001020.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-07, MITCHELL L. TRAGER and GERALD ALLAN LEVI, By:  Bryan L. Gipson, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 04974002000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Holtzclaw and second by Board Member Udell, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-08, KARLA M. BURLAND, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 5002095.


Upon a motion by Board Member Holtzclaw and second by Board Member Udell, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-09, KARLA M. BURLAND, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 02534000000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Hillhouse and second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-10, LARSEN CELLULAR COMMUNICATIONS, INC., Appraiser’s Parcel Number 5008036.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell second by Board Member Ceryak, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-11, MARY FLAVIN SIMMONS, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 09901000000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Holtzclaw, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-13, KELLY CAUDILL, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 09846002000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Holtzclaw, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-02, CAROL J. MULVIHILL, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 03750000000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Hillhouse and second by Board Member Udell, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-03, CANDY ANN MADDALINO, as Trustee for MICHAEL LARUE MADDALINO, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 02615003000.


Upon a motion by Board Member Holtzclaw and second by Board Member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-04, ROSEMARIE GOIN, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 00911000100.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously granted petition number 95-06, VIRGINIA G. NOBLES, By:  HAROLD GASKINS, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 10267000000, for homestead exemption for 1995.


Upon a motion by Board Member Udell and second by Board Member Hillhouse, the Board unanimously denied petition number 95-12, RICHARD CAUDILL, Appraiser’s Parcel Number 09847004000.


Chairman Roberson recessed the meeting until Thursday, October 5, 1995 at 1:00 P.M.







____________________________________







LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN
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