PAGE  
66
Book 20, Page                

September 26, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


5:15 P.M.


A workshop was held on the above date and time involving members of the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners and Live Oak City Council as follows:  Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, Commissioner J. D. Grinstead, Commissioner Ivie Fowler, Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr., Councilman John C. Hale, Councilman George F. Blake, Councilman William J. McCullers, Councilman Bennie L. Thomas, Don Boyette, President, Garth R. Nobles, Jr., President Pro Tem, J. Myron Holmes, City Administrator, and A. P. "Buddy" Nott, Mayor.  Also present was Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss the funding of the "Palm Avenue" project.


Councilman Boyette opened the workshop on a casual note, and gave the floor to J. Myron Holmes, City Administrator.  


Mr. Holmes began by stating that it is his understanding of the county's position that they are considering funding one half of the cost of the six inch force main from Palm Avenue to the Number One Lift Station.  He stressed that this construction must be completed before any more volume could be brought in from the interstate area.


Chairman Roberson needed clarification as to the city's plans for further construction out toward the interstate.


Mr. Holmes explained that the extension of the line is up to the developers.  Currently, he continued, the line goes as far as the Huddle House.  He described an impact fee currently being paid by the Huddle House and Best Western.  He again stressed however, that no further businesses can be accepted out toward the interstate until the Palm Avenue project is completed.


There was discussion regarding the high cost of hooking up to the city's system.  Mr. Blake pointed out that many businesses would find it more cost effective to tie into the city's line rather than the alternative:  installation of a sewage treatment plant.


Mr. Holmes further explained that although the city's approach had been different in the past, the city now feels that it would be more feasible to pay for the construction of the line in advance and then recoup the expense by charging the businesses to hook up and utilize it.  He expressed that it would be beneficial to everyone if the county agreed to pay one half of the construction cost.


Chairman Roberson stated that he would first require an interlocal agreement setting forth the terms and conditions of the project.


Commissioner Udell was not sure it was time to consider the Palm Avenue project without first investigating the cost of tying into the line, and then determining which businesses would be interested in tying into it.


Councilman Boyette pointed out that if there is no line placed out there, no one can hook up anyway.


Commissioner Udell clarified that he does not object to the Palm Avenue project, but he would like to look at the cost of running a sewer line beyond the interstate.  He would like to look at the whole picture, even the possibility of a grant to help pay for the construction.


Councilman Boyette agreed that he too would like to know the cost of running a line beyond the interstate.


Mr. Holmes interjected that nine or so years ago, the cost of installing a collection system out at the interstate was $254,000.


Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator informed those present that once the sewer line is installed along the front of the businesses, they will not be able to renew their permit for the sewage treatment plant.  They will be required to hook into the line.  He suggested that an incentive of some sort be offered to the businesses to encourage them to hook up before their permits expire. 


Councilman Nobles expressed confidence that Willard Hewett, an employee of the city who was also present at the workshop, could come back with a ball park figure of what it would take to extend the project out past the interstate, on both sides of Highway 129.  He further suggested that a portion of the prison money could be borrowed and used toward the project while the prison issue is pending, and then, as the revenues come in, the funds could be paid back.


This idea received a favorable response.  Councilman Boyette informed those present that he would get back to them with the figures, hopefully within two to three weeks.
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