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August 15, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 P.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and the following commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B. Roberson, Jr., Ivie Fowler, Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead and Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Hillhouse, and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item up for approval was the minutes of the July 18, 1995 regular meeting and the July 19 and 20, 1995 recessed meetings.  Chairman Roberson pointed out a change on page 406, second paragraph.  He clarified that he is in favor of the Live Oak City Council and Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners making appointments to the Recreation Board.  Next, on page 432, last paragraph, Chairman Roberson felt that the $5,000 expense line should be identified as the "Staples Family Park" line item.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the July 18, 1995 regular meeting and the July 19, and 20, 1995 recessed meetings, subject to the aforementioned changes.


Next on the agenda was Rob Mattson, a biologist with the Suwannee River Water Management District to discuss a proposed work project at Charles Springs.


He presented some of the problems facing the county out at the springs, such as damage caused by erosion.  The basic goals of the plan is to keep the vehicles back away from the springs, to make it easier for the people to get down to the water, and to divert the water runoff causing the erosion.


The plan proposes a boardwalk or stairway down to the springs and an established parking area with a vehicle barrier.  The erosion along the banks will be repaired and a wall will be built to divert the runoff to prevent future erosion.  


The budget of a little over $35,000 comes from the Pollution Recovery Trust Fund administered by the Department of Environmental Protection.


Although there is no funding for a "Phase II" at this time, the Water Management District plans to introduce handicap access to the springs, as well as dredge out the springs.  This will be in the future, however, as the dredging will require the use of hydraulic equipment and will be a very expensive, difficult process.


Mr. Mattson added that the D.E.P. and the Army Corps of Engineers may allow the Water Management District to renew the expired permits previously obtained by the R.C.&D. Council.  He advised the Board that he will investigate that possibility if the Board approves the proposed plan.


He requested the Board's support by way of a resolution.  Chairman Roberson instructed Mr. Mattson to bring a proposed resolution back before the Board for their review and consideration.


Eva Moses was next on the agenda with a petition to allow her to sell boiled peanuts at the county owned park at Little River Springs.


She reminded the Board that the same request by her was refused by the Board a few years ago, however, since that time she has observed several other people vending at the springs and she would like to have the same opportunity.


Chairman Roberson assured Ms. Moses that the county would investigate those people to see if they are indeed in violation of the county's rule that no venders are allowed to set up on county property.  The reason for these rules and regulations, he continued, is because of the liability involved.  Ms. Moses offered to purchase liability insurance.


Commissioner Udell wondered how Ms. Moses' request differed from the venders at the fair.  He was very concerned that Ms. Moses be allowed to make a living.


Mr. Lewis clarified that the only organization he is aware of that sells out at the fairgrounds is the Lion's Club, which is not-for-profit.  In addition, the Lion's Club carries a great deal of liability insurance.  Chairman Roberson added that the Lion's Club constructed the building out of which they sell.


Mr. Lewis pointed out that if one individual is allowed to vend on county property, everyone would have to be given that opportunity, which could very well lead up to the parks being overrun with venders.  As an alternative, however, he did suggest that the county could award an exclusive franchise at the springs.


Commissioner Fowler did not have a problem with venders setting up on county property, however, pointed out that the Board must adhere to the ordinances that are currently in place.


Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Park Director expressed concern that the packages from the items being sold would significantly increase the garbage left behind by the patrons at the springs.  Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator suggested that the entity awarded the exclusive franchise be required to maintain the premises as part of the swap.


Chairman Roberson informed Ms. Moses that the Board would take her request under consideration.


Next in consideration was awarding a bid for construction of the addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.  Sam Carter, Design Specialist presented the only bid received:  Carl B. (Buddy) McCall, Jr. in the amount of $77,031.  He pointed out that Mr. McCall has accordingly submitted his financial affidavit and his bid is within the Health Department's budget.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously accepted the bid submitted by Carl B. (Buddy) McCall, Jr. in the amount of $77,031 for construction of the addition to the Suwannee County Health Department.


W. Randy Henderson, Clerk of Circuit Court and John Anderson of A.T.&T. were next on the agenda to discuss an alternative to the county's current long distance program.


Clerk Henderson voiced his concern as county auditor over his inability to audit and justify the current long distance charges.  He pointed out that under the current program, there is no way to track any abuse of the county's system.  He referenced several instances in the current telephone bill where several long distance calls were placed after working hours and are over thirty minutes.  Some of the calls were upwards of two hundred minutes.  


Clerk Henderson gave the floor to John Anderson of A.T.&T.  Mr. Anderson pointed out several advantages of A.T.&T.'s long distance programs, such as A.T.&T.'s coding system.  This allows the telephone calls to be tracked and wards off abuse of the telephones.  If a potential user does not enter a code, the long distance call cannot be placed.  In addition, A.T.&T. will provide one bill each month which will cut down on the personnel time spent writing checks.  Also, A.T.&T. has one-second billing increments.  This means the county will only pay for the duration of the telephone call.  That savings will really add up, he pointed out, when compared to the current carrier's one-minute billing increment.  Finally, A.T.&T. is now allowed to be competitive in their prices because back when the phone company split, the Bell System required that A.T.&T. lose 40% of their business before they could be competitive in their prices, which they have done.


There was a lengthy discussion regarding the coding system.  Clerk Henderson offered that a five-digit code would be sufficient.  Mr. Anderson pointed out that there would be a one in two hundred chance of breaking into a five digit code.  Mr. Anderson stressed the importance of keeping the codes confidential.  If an individual has access to another code, they can then place long distance calls under that code, thereby making it appear that another individual is placing those calls.


Clerk Henderson also offered that it would be a good idea for each department head to audit their own department's calls.  The department heads would have a better idea of what would be considered abuse in their own department.


The Board was very receptive to the proposal and agreed to take it under consideration.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved the grant agreement with the Branford Volunteer Fire Department in the amount of $7,500 for fiscal year 1994-95.  (See Agreement No. 95-27)


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved the grant agreement with the Town of Branford for recreation funds in the amount of $12,000 for fiscal year 1994-95.  See Agreement No. 95-28)


Commissioner Fowler wondered why these agreements would need to come before the Board if the disbursement have already been approved in the budget.  


Chairman Roberson directed the question to Clerk Henderson, who pointed out that there were some minor changes in the fire contract regarding assessments that needed approval.  In addition, pursuant to the Board's policies, once the money is approved it cannot be disbursed until the contract is signed and a copy of the record of expenses is produced to make sure the assessments are being spent fighting fires.


It was suggested that next year the Chairman could sign the contract on behalf of the Board.

Mr. Allen requested approval of an invoice to the Florida Association of Counties Legal Defense Fund in the amount of $293.  The fee, Mr. Allen explained, is based on a one cent (.01SYMBOL 203 \f "Symbol") per capita on a population of $29,299, with a minimum of $283 and a maximum of $10,000.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved participation in the Florida Association of Counties Legal Defense Fund by paying the invoice in the amount of $293.


Chairman Roberson recessed for a break.

August 15, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

7:30 P.M.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director presented a bid for the Board's consideration by Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. for 1,000 tons of asphalt paving at six of the solid waste collection centers in the amount of $68.50 per ton.  Although the bid is approximately $3,500 over what was originally estimated, it was the only bid received despite the fact that requests were sent to several paving companies in the area.


The six sites being paved are as follows:  the Anderson site, the Dowling Park site, the landfill, the Highway 49 and Market Road site, the 136 East site, and the Taylor site on State Road 51.  Mr. Sikes explained that these six sites were bid separately because he felt that he would be able to get a better price on the remaining sites by bidding them separately from this first batch.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously agreed to award the bid for 1,000 tons of asphalt paving for six solid waste collection sites to Anderson Columbia Company, Inc. in the amount of $68.50 per ton.


Next in consideration was advertising to hold a public hearing to consider amending the one cent (.01SYMBOL 203 \f "Symbol") local government infrastructure surtax ordinance to allow the surtax revenues to be utilized for any public purpose.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney read the proposed ordinance aloud.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously authorized advertising to amend ordinance #87-07, the one cent (.01SYMBOL 203 \f "Symbol") local government infrastructure surtax ordinance to allow the surtax revenues to be utilized for any public purpose.

Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment.


Bob Brown commended the Board for reducing the millage rate.  He further expressed the opinion that the county should not allow private enterprise to set up on county property because they would then be subsidizing that private enterprise by setting up and maintaining a market place.  Instead he suggested that the county allow only charitable and not-for-profit organizations to set up operations on county property.


Chairman Roberson closed the floor to public comment.


Mr. Allen recommended that the Board adopt the 1995 fire code and life safety code in light of the fact that the county is currently operating under the 1985 fire code, which is not the most up-to-date code.  He suggested that the Board might want to consider amending the fee schedule in the 1995 code as it is too high for Suwannee County.  He also pointed out that the 1995 code would only apply to newly constructed buildings.


Chairman Roberson tabled this issue.


Mr. Sikes presented an offer to the Board by Duke Peppers for the purchase of six acres at $5,000 per acre to be used as a solid waste collection center.  Mr. Sikes reported that the property is located on the west side of State Road 51, approximately one-quarter of a mile south of Hughes Road.  The property is not adjacent to State Road 51, so an access road of approximately two-tenth's of a mile would be required.  The six acres would cover the buffer, retention pond and access road.


There was discussion that the access road would need to be designated as a service road to serve only the collection center.  The road would be closed off at the highway when the collection center is closed.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously authorized T. Jerry Sikes to enter into an option to purchase with Duke Peppers, subject to zoning changes, for six acres at $5,000 per acre to be used as a solid waste collection center.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch numbers 9500305 through 9500321 totaling $1,404,869.45.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously authorized Marjorie Carmichael, Supervisor of Elections to amend her budget by $8,000 to cover the cost of the wet/dry election.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

AUGUST 15, 1995

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND 







  $121,363.09

GENERAL FUND*







    215,741.39

FINE AND FOREFEITURE*





    300,467.96

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE*





           120.16

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        5,624.56

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND*





      12,078.99

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND




        1,273.47

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND*




        5,412.37

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      50,789.98

ROAD AND BRIDGE*






      50,448.56

LIBRARY FUND







      13,824.66

LIBRARY FUND*







      13,710.10

RECREATION FUND






        7,932.95

RECREATION FUND*






        2,794.19

LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE FUND*




        1,500.00

LANDFILL DEBT SERVICE FUND*




    411,415.00

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION*




      24,184.72

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        4,816.21

FIRE PROTECTION FUND*





        3,274.67

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





        6,429.54

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION*





        7,478.88

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






        9,082.84

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL*





    132,253.11

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FUND




           633.11

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FUND*




        2,218.94





TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                       $ 1,404,869.45

*Includes batches 306-321.  The remaining disbursements make up batch 305.


There being no other business to come before the Board at this time, Chairman Roberson recessed this meeting until Thursday, August 17, 1995 at 2:00 P.M.







____________________________________







LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN
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