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March 7, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and the following commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B.  Roberson, Jr., Ivie Fowler, Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead and Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Commissioner Hillhouse, and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney pointed out some errors in the minutes from the February 21, 1995 Board Meeting.  First the Board was directed to page 143, the last paragraph, wherein it is stated that “Mr. Sikes explained that at the request of the Board, he offered to settle with Ms. Black for $1,000.”.  Mr. Lewis informed the Board that it was his understanding that Mr. Sikes requested Ms. Black to advise him of the minimum amount for which she would settle.  Mr. Lewis then directed the Board’s attention to the next line which reads, “Mr. Lewis advised that if you attempt to negotiate outside of the insurance carrier they have the option to cancel the policy.”.  He clarified that the carrier can only cancel coverage as to that one claim.


Next, the Board was referred to page 146, second paragraph, “Mr. Lewis had previously tendered an offer of settlement of $10,000.”.  Mr. Lewis stated that he has no power to make a tender offer but that he advised Mr. Palumbo he would recommend to the Board settlement for $10,000. 


Lastly, on page 148, second paragraph, “He referred to an order naming the Board as a whole as defendant rather than the individual Board members.”.  What Mr. Lewis said was that the court had dismissed the complaint against the individual members of the Board.  In the same paragraph, the last sentence states that Mr. Lewis was “hopeful that he could negotiate a settlement...”.  Mr. Lewis asserted that he did not believe the matter was negotiable at this point but that he would certainly make an attempt to negotiate.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 21, 1995 Board meeting as corrected by Mr. Lewis.


Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director presented an employee of the month award to Evelyn Hantz of the Suwannee River Regional Library.


Dennis Roberts, Public Defender of the Third Judicial Circuit presented a check to the Board in the amount of $2,815.72 reimbursing the county for two month’s office space.


Ron Robinson and Donald Watson of the Elk’s Lodge presented a check to the Board in the amount of $1,000. for the Community Recreation Park.


Larry Jelks came before the Board to discuss reinstatement of his position at Public Works.


Greg Scott, Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Department Director requested permission to advertise for bids on playground equipment for the playground located at the Women’s Club.  He referenced a Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program Grant from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in the amount of $23,302.00 to the Live Oak-Suwannee County Recreation Department.  This is a non-matching grant that is reimbursed to the recreation department after purchase.


Mr. Scott also mentioned that the Women’s Club property line runs through the middle of the Women’s Club building and stressed the importance of a remedy for that situation.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved the request to advertise for bids on playground equipment for the playground located at the Women’s Club.


J. Danny Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries gave an update on the status of the new library facility.


Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment.


Bill Brayshaw approached the podium and made some observations concerning the county’s situation with Larry Jelks.  He also advised that the Alliance for Constitutional Government is buying books for the Suwannee River Regional Library that might be of interest to patriots, constitutionalists, and Christian patriots.


Bud Kirk had several questions regarding the ordinance pertaining to the Green Box Collection System.  Chairman Roberson gave Mr. Kirk a copy of the ordinance for his review.


L. H. Hamilton commended Mr. Hales for doing a good job with the library  but suggested that the parking lot plans for the new library facility be designed for angle parking rather than straight parking.  He described some of the difficulties the elderly encountered with straight parking.  Mr. Hales communicated to Mr. Hamilton that he takes his concerns seriously.


Chairman Roberson closed the public comment portion of the meeting.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoices covering batch numbers 9500149 through 9500158 totaling $809,958.67.


Commissioner Udell suggested acquiring a tripod for the County Commissioner’s room to assist with presentations at future Board meetings.


Commissioner Hillhouse asked T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, to bring the Board up to date on the regional dumpster sites.  To summarize, Mr. Sikes reported that construction would probably commence in three months’ time, possibly more.


Touching upon a similar topic Mr. Sikes voiced his concerns regarding the vulnerability of the collection center in Wellborn due to the fact that there is no gate at the site and referred to an incident over the weekend wherein a load of gas tanks were brought in.  He suggested that it would be advantageous to the county to hire an attendant to monitor the activities at the collection center and went on to explain that disposing of those old gas tanks is going to be very difficult for the county.


Chairman Roberson announced that the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners will sponsor an Economic Development Workshop in the conference room at the Suwannee River Water Management District Office on County Road 249, Live Oak, Florida on Tuesday, March 28, 1995 beginning at 2:30 p.m. and concluding at 7:00 p.m..  He invited all interested citizens to attend.


The meeting was recessed for a break at 9:45 A.M.

March 7, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

10:00 A.M.


The meeting was called back to order by Chairman Roberson, who announced that the public hearing in consideration of amending the budget for the 911 Implementation Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 1995 would begin.  He offered the floor for public comment.
Mr. Raymond Payne had several questions for the Board concerning the budget amendment, and at the conclusion of a lengthy discussion, Chairman Roberson closed public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead the Board unanimously approved amending the budget for the 911 Implementation Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 1995 by transferring 28,200. into Municipal Services and $5,500. into Road and Bridge.


Chairman Roberson proceeded with the public hearing in consideration of amending the budget for Municipal Services for Fiscal Year 1995 and opened the floor for public comment.  There being no public comment, Chairman Roberson closed the floor.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse the Board unanimously approved amending the budget for Fiscal Year 1995 by transferring 28,200. into Municipal Services from the 911 Implementation Reserve Fund.


Moving on to the next public hearing, Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment in consideration of amending the budget for the Road and Bridge Fund for Fiscal Year 1995.  There was no public comment and Chairman Roberson closed the floor for public comment.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board approved amending the budget for the Road and Bridge Fund by transferring $5,500. from the 911 Implementation Reserve Fund.  The motion was carried unanimously.

Next on the agenda, Bill Fray of Fray Municipal Securities, Inc. presented several financial proposals for the county.  Among the many points he stressed was the advantage of investing reserve funds at a high rate and refunding the existing debt at a lower rate.


Chairman Roberson declared the meeting recessed until 1:30 P.M.
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  Live Oak, Florida

1:30 P.M.


Chairman Roberson called the meeting back to order for the purpose of holding an attorney-client session with Mark Tucker of Broad & Cassel Law Firm., regarding pending litigation in the lawsuit of Amstutz versus Suwannee County.


Mr. Lewis referenced Chapter 286.011(8), Florida Statutes and explained the procedure for the session.  Chairman Roberson recessed the regular Board meeting and excused all parties except himself, Commissioner Fowler, Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Grinstead, Commissioner Hillhouse, C. Dean Lewis, Mark Tucker of Broad & Cassel Law Firm, and Sonja Johnson, the Court Reporter.

March 7, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

2:00 P.M.


Chairman Roberson called the regular meeting back to order.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

MARCH 7, 1995

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND







  $312,458.08

FINE & FORFEITURE






    359,002.47

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        4,620.87

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





        6,855.63

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND




        4,097.43

LAW EDUCATION







           415.00

ROAD AND BRIDGE






      60,824.81

LIBRARY FUND







      18,377.54

RECREATION FUND






        8,459.11

INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX PROJECTS



        7,156.40

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






        4,648.97

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      10,435.84

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      11,707.46

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FUND




           899.06






TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS            $  809,958.67


There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made by Commissioner Grinstead and seconded by Commissioner Fowler to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.







____________________________________







LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN







SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF







COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

__________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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