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February 21, 1995

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 A.M.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting on the above date and the following commissioners were present:  Chairman Laure B.  Roberson, Jr., Ivie Fowler, Douglas M. Udell, J. D. Grinstead and Eddy Hillhouse.  Also present were C. Dean Lewis, County Attorney, and Jean M. Fieler, Deputy Clerk.


The meeting was opened with prayer by Ed Allen, and the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 7 and 8, 1995 Board meetings.


Jack Garrett from the North Florida Mental Health Center, Inc. recommended that the Board approve the appointment of W. W. Jernigan and Marlin Ivey as new members of the North Florida Mental Health Center Board.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved appointment of W. W. Jernigan and Marlin Ivey to the North Florida Mental Health Center Board.


Randy W. Henderson, Clerk of Courts recommended that the Board approve the Donated Space Agreement with North Florida Mental Health Center, Inc. for Fiscal Year 1995.  Tim Atkinson, the Executive Director of North Florida Mental Health Center, Inc., along with Betty Strayer, the local representative and counselor for the Mental Health Center described the various services provided by the Center.


Mr. Atkinson proceeded to give a brief history of the current Donated Space Agreement and requested approval of same.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the Donated Space Agreement with North Florida Mental Health Center, Inc. for Fiscal Year 1995.  (See Agreement No. 95-09.)


Kay Tice of Friends of the Library presented J. Danny Hales, Jr., Regional Library Director with a check in the amount of $10,000 for the new library facility and pledged another $10,000.


In consideration of approval of the plat for Terryville subdivision, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator, advised that he received a letter from the Department of Navy advising that military operations being conducted over the Terryville subdivision site may effect Terryville residents. The letter suggested that the developer be reminded to comply with current Florida Statutes by informing potential buyers of any unusual activity or circumstances concerning the property, such as the extreme noise and vibrations that may occur as a result of the military training and operations. 


In addition, Mr. Allen expressed concern regarding the lots backing up to an abandoned rock mine.  The developer agreed to eliminate Lot One from the subdivision and further agreed to place a fence around the rock mine with warning signs posted.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved the plat of Terryville Subdivision, provided that Lot One be removed from the plat, a fence be placed around the rock mine (specifically geared toward children’s safety), and warning signs be posted.


W. W. Jernigan, Sesquicentennial Coordinating Committee Chairman and Betsy Burch, Vice Chairman requested that the Board adopt a resolution recognizing Florida Sesquicentennial Year during 1995.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously agreed to adopt a resolution recognizing Florida Sesquicentennial Year during 1995.  (See Resolution No. 95-04.)


The next item on the agenda was consideration of the adoption of a resolution urging Suwannee County Legislative Delegation to support passage of a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to provide local control of authorized gaming and gambling activities.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to adopt a resolution urging the Suwannee County Legislative Delegation to support passage of a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to provide local control of authorized gaming and gambling activities.  (See Resolution No. 95-05.)


Next on the agenda was consideration of adoption of a resolution urging the Suwannee County Legislative Delegation to support passage of a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to protect communication channels between elected officials and their constituents.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to adopt a resolution urging the Suwannee County Legislative Delegation to support passage of a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to protect communication channels between elected officials and their constituents.  (Resolution No. 95-06.)


Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director requested approval of the Emergency Management Assistance Agreement for Fiscal Year 1995.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the Emergency Management Assistance Agreement for Fiscal Year 1995 between the Department of Community Affairs and Suwannee County allocating $14,226  (See Agreement No. 95-10.)


In consideration of approval of use of a collection agency to collect Emergency Medical Services’ overdue bills, Edward L. Allen, County Coordinator described the advantages of the various processes utilized by a collection agency as opposed to Small Claims Court.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved the use of a collection agency to collect Emergency Medical Services’ overdue bills.


Next under consideration was extending the option agreement on the proposed prison site with William K. Daugherty until June 7, 1994.  Under the agreement, Suwannee County pays the sum of $2,000 to William K. Daugherty to extend the option.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board, in a four to one vote with Commissioner Grinstead opposed, approved the extention of the option agreement with William K. Daugherty until June 7, 1995 with an option payment in the amount of $2,000.


The meeting was recessed for a break at 10:00 A.M.

January 21, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

10:15 A.M.


The meeting was called back to order by Chairman Roberson.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, requested approval to award a bid to Ring Power Corporation for three motor graders.  The total purchase price on the three graders is $295,126.  Ring Power Corporation is offering a trade-in value of $12,000 on two of the county’s previously owned machines for a balance of $283,126.  In addition, there is a $6,000 repair figure on the three machines for five years, and a guaranteed buyback of $249,000 at end of five years.  Broken down, the cost per machine is $98,375 with a $2,000 repair figure and a guaranteed buyback of $83,000 at the end of five years for a total cost $17,375 or $3,475 per year, per machine.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved awarding the bid for the three motor graders to Ring Power Corporation of $295,126 less the trade-in value of $12,000 for a balance of $283,126. 


George L. Burnham, Jr., Suwannee County Tax Collector, presented the Board with a check in the amount of $75,000 representing moneys saved in his September, 1992 budget.


Mr. Burnham encouraged the Board to continue to support the position of mobile home tag inspector and outlined the advantages of the enforcement program.  He advised that the Suwannee County School Board, as of September, 1991, elected to discontinue funding the enforcement program.  Up until that time the School Board had been contributing $13,500 to the enforcement program.  Further, Suwannee County decreased it’s funding from $13,500 to $6,700 and these factors were making it difficult for him to maintain the program.  The Board agreed that the School Board should pay their share and Commissioner Udell offered to go to the School Board to further discuss their funding of the enforcement program.


In addition, there was much discussion of non-ad valorem assessments and the need for re-identifying the properties.  Mr. Burnham suggested that Keith Daughtrey, Suwannee County Mobile Home Tag Inspector could be utilized for these updates. Chairman Roberson stated that the Board would stay with the Suwannee County Property Appraiser’s tax roll for the time being.


Mr. Burnham closed his comment by informing the Board that he had not received his workers’ compensation bill as of this date.


Mr. Sikes requested approval of payment of Invoice No. 95-250-002-01 in the amount of $16,625 to Darabi and Associates, Inc. for consulting engineering services in the preparation and implementation of the Contamination Assessment Plan at the landfill.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved payment of Invoice No. 95-250-002-01 in the amount of $16,625 to Darabi and Associates, Inc.


Possible settlement with Ada Black for water damage to her property was discussed, it was determined that there was no deductible on the county’s current insurance policy.  Mr. Sikes explained that Ms. Black indicated that she would settle for no less that $1,000.  Mr. Lewis advised that if you attempt to negotiate outside of the insurance carrier they have the option to cancel coverage for that claim.


Chairman Roberson recommended that the Board decline the settlement offer with Ada Black for water damage to her property for the amount $1,000.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to decline the settlement offer with Ada Black for water damage to her property for the amount of $1,000.


In consideration of approval of the grant agreement with Suwannee River Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. for payment of $500 grant moneys for Fiscal Year 1995, a motion was made by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Hillhouse.  The motion was carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 95-11).


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved canceling the PTS 2000 program with MCI and returning to the AT&T program originally in use.


Approval was requested for the purchase a television and VCR for the courtroom for all court related proceedings based on a letter received by Clerk Henderson from Robert E. Case, Executive Director of the State Attorney’s office.  It was recommended by Commissioner Fowler that the purchase of a television and VCR for the courtroom be discussed at the budget hearing at the end of the year.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously agreed to write a letter to the State Attorney’s office advising them to apply for a television and VCR for the courtroom at the next 1995-1996 budget hearing.


Chairman Roberson opened the floor for public comment.


Larry Jelks discussed his current legal action against Suwannee County and asked for his job back rather than continuing with litigation.  Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Jelks to clarify whether he would be willing to drop the lawsuit if his employment were returned to him.  Mr. Jelks answered that he would dismiss the lawsuit if he were given his job back but that he would want compensation for the wages lost because, in his opinion, his employment was terminated unfairly.  


Chairman Roberson informed Mr. Jelks that his time was up and declared the meeting recessed until 1:30 P.M.

January 21, 1995

Live Oak, Florida

1:40 P.M.


Mr. Allen asked the Board to consider requesting the house at Beachville from the Division of Forestry.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Grinstead and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously agreed to request the house at Beachville from the Division of Forestry.

Mr. Allen reminded the Board that the Florida Association of Counties Annual Legislative Day is set for April 12, 1995.


Next Mr. Allen advised the Board that the cost of automating building permits may exceed the current budget and referenced the surplus funds in the Municipal Services Fund.  He then requested approval to advertise for a public hearing to amend the budget to transfer $5,000 from the Municipal Services Fund to the Building Department’s budget.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Fowler, the Board unanimously approved advertising for a public hearing to amend the budget to transfer $5,000 from the Municipal Services Fund to the Building Department’s budget.


Mr. Sikes referenced a letter he received from ReTec (Remediation Technologies, Inc.) concerning a practical solution to their obligation to stabilize the six acres of Brown Wood Preserving property on Gold Kist Road in Suwannee County.  They have offered to install a lime rock parking area on the six acres, and as part of the arrangement, the county would donate the lime rock.  The county would incur a cost of approximately $15,000.  It was agreed among the Commissioners that the county would benefit by having the parking area but should negotiate for the lime rock.


A motion was made by Commissioner Fowler to negotiate an agreement with ReTec and bring the matter back before the Board for final approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hillhouse and carried unanimously. 


The next item on the agenda was discussion of an offer of settlement by Robert Palumbo in the amount of $3500 in the action against Mr. and Mrs. Robert Palumbo by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.  Mr. Lewis advised the Board that his fee and costs for legal services in this matter were approximately $3,550.37.  In addition, Mr. J. Victor Africano incurred legal expenses totaling $578.13.  Mr. Lewis advised Mr. Palumbo that he would recommend an offer of settlement to the Board of $10,000.  Mr. Palumbo approached the podium and after further discussion the matter was settled for $4,378.50, which includes legal expenses of $4,128.50 plus a $250 fine.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Udell, the Board unanimously approved settlement of the action brought by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners against Mr. and Mrs. Robert Palumbo for $4,378.50.


Mr. Lewis further advised the Board that he redrafted the proposed ordinance pertaining to the Green Box Collection System.   He suggested advertising for the public hearing set for April 4, 1995 to consider adopting the ordinance as presented.  


Upon a motion by Commissioner Udell and second by Commissioner Grinstead, the Board unanimously approved advertising for the public hearing set for April 4, 1995 to consider the adoption of an ordinance on the Green Box Collection System.


Upon a motion by Commissioner Fowler and second by Commissioner Hillhouse, the Board unanimously approved payment of invoice batch no. 9500 135 through no. 9500 148 totaling $583,797.33.


Chairman Roberson introduced discussion of the budget procedures for the upcoming fiscal year.  Raymond Payne suggested that the public have the opportunity to contribute their input during the budget workshops and Chairman Roberson advised that the Board would take his suggestion under consideration.


Commissioner Hillhouse proposed that the Board request a detailed budget of each department in order to better understand where the moneys are being spent.  Clerk Henderson advised the Board that Larry Arrington of the Small Counties Technical Assistance Program has some good ideas concerning budget proceedings, including the “zero-based budget” and offered to set up a workshop on the subject.


Chairman Roberson advised that he was going to start regulating the public comment portion of the Board meetings to avoid the shouting matches and lengthy exchanges that can occur at times during that part of the agenda.  He suggested a card system wherein the people wishing to speak at a meeting would need to fill out a card stating their name and desired topic.  Each individual would have a two-minute time limit and any questions or comments would be directed at Chairman Roberson rather than the speaker or another audience member.


Russ Davis commented that the public may not know what issues they wish to discuss until they arrive at the meeting and hear the topics being touched on, for example, the renewal of Mr. Lewis’ contract with the county.  Chairman Roberson advised that the contract was approved at the Board meeting on February 7, 1995, and topics of the meetings are on the agenda which is available at 4:00 P.M. on the Wednesday before the Tuesday Board meeting.


Commissioner Fowler pointed out that the public could contact Elaine Robinson, Administrative Assistant to the Board of County Commissioners, and be placed on a mailing list to receive the agenda on a regular basis.


Commissioner Udell mentioned an article he and Mr. Sikes read in the newspaper about Florida Rock out of Jacksonville offering to build an $8,000,000 cement plant in Williston and Williston’s lack of interest.  According to the article the plant produced only 1% pollution and would create eighty jobs.  He suggested that the county go after the industry for themselves and Chairman Roberson encouraged Commissioner Udell to bring the subject up at the Economic Development Workshop on March 28, 1995.


At this point in the meeting, Mr. Palumbo produced a release concerning the action brought on by the county and asked Mr. Lewis if the county would sign it.  Mr. Lewis advised that he would review the release after the money was in hand.


Mr. Lewis updated the Board on the lawsuit against the county by Suwannee Farms wherein the Board members were served individually.  He reported that the court had dismissed the complaint against the individual Board members.  He further advised that the case was set for mediation before former Circuit Judge Maddox Hair on March 31, 1995, and while he did not believe the matter was negotiable, he would certainly make an attempt to negotiate.

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS

FEBRUARY 21, 1995

FUND









    AMOUNT

GENERAL FUND







  $293,310.69

FINE & FORFEITURE






      12,669.95

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE





        1,383.07

MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND





      11,517.24

EMS GRANT FUND                  




                   4,560.00

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FUND




        3,632.19

ROAD AND BRIDGE






    113,230.62

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANTS



        4,617.50

LIBRARY FUND







      32,604.85

RECREATION FUND






      12,899.03

COLLECTION SITE CONSTRUCTION




        1,450.00

STATE GRANT - LIBRARY CONST




      10,560.00

FIRE PROTECTION FUND






      19,030.48

LANDFILL CLOSURE & ESCROW FUND



      19,151.25

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION





      18,823.06

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL






      21,581.40

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FUND




        2,776.00






TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS            $  583,797.33


There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made by Commissioner Fowler and seconded by Commissioner Udell to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.







____________________________________







LAURE B. ROBERSON, JR., CHAIRMAN







SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF







COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

___________________________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON, CLERK
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